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International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
Minutes of the Council Meeting 

Convention and Congress Centre Prague, Czech Republic 
Sunday, 24th August 2003

PRESENT: 

Professor William Van Impe - ISSMGE President 
Mr Peter Day - ISSMGE Vice President Africa 
Professor Fumio Tatsuoka - ISSMGE Vice President Asia 
Mr Grant Murray - ISSMGE Vice President Australasia 
Professor Pedro Seco e Pinto - ISSMGE Vice President Europe 
Professor Richard Woods - ISSMGE Vice President North America 
Professor Juan José Bosio - ISSMGE Vice President South America 

Professor Kenji Ishihara - ISSMGE Immediate Past President 

Professor R N Taylor - ISSMGE Secretary General  
Ms P Peers - ISSMGE Secretariat 

Professor Luiz Guilherme de Mello - ISSMGE Board Member 
Professor Harry Poulos - ISSMGE Board Member 

Professor M. Jamiolkowski - Past President ISSMGE 
Dr Niek Rengers - President IAEG 
Dr. Ing. Daniele Cazzuffi - President IGS 

Professor CF Leung - Chair ISSMGE TC2 
Professor Eduardo Alonso - Chair ISSMGE TC6 
Professor R Massarsch - Chair ISSMGE TC10 
Professor R. Katzenbach - Co-Chair ISSMGE TC18 
Professor Ch. Tsatsanifos - Co-Chair ISSMGE TC19 
Professor Y. Honjo - Chair ISSMGE TC23 
Professor P Magnan - Chair ISSMGE TC31 
Professor H. Brandl - Chair ISSMGE TC37 

MEMBER SOCIETY VOTING MEMBER NON-VOTING MEMBER 
   
Albania Professor Luljeta Bozo  
Argentina Professor Juan José Bosio*  
Australia Professor John Carter  
Austria Dr Manfred Fross Professor H Brandl 
Azerbaijan ---  
Bangladesh ---  
Belgium Professor Alain Holeyman  
Bolivia ---  
Brazil Prof. Waldemar Hachich Marcio Almeida 
Bulgaria Prof. Trifon Germanov Ivan Kalttchev 
Canada Dr Suzanne Lacasse M. Laurier Forget 
Chile Prof. Issa Kort Kort  
China ---  
Colombia Prof. Waldemar Hachich*  
Costa Rica ---  
Croatia Prof. V. Szavits-Nossan Mrs Bozica Maric 
CTGA ---  
Czech & Slovak Republics Prof I Vanicek Jan Zalesky 
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Denmark Prof J Steenfelt Mr Carsten S Søresen 
Ecuador ---  
Egypt Dr. Mamdouh M. Hamza  
Estonia Mr Hardy Torn Mait Mets 
Finland Mr. Ilkka Vähäaho Mr. Hans Rathmayer 
France Mr Jean Launay Mr Michel Gambin 
Germany Prof. E M Nussbaumer Dr Ing Georg Heerten 
Ghana ---  
Greece Dr S. Cavounidis Prof. A. Anagnostopoulos 
Hong Kong Lap Ming Mak Charles Ng 
Hungary Dr Peter Scharle Ms Emoke Imre 
Iceland ---  
India Prof. Tatsuoka*  
Indonesia ---  
Iran ---  
Iraq ---  
Ireland Dr Trevor Orr  
Israel Dr J.M. Amir  
Italy Prof. Alberto Burghignoli  
Japan Prof. Toshihisa Adachi Prof. Akira Asaoka 
Kazakhstan Dr A Zhakulin   
Kenya ---  
Korea R Prof. Myung-Mo Kim  
Latvia ---  
Lithuania Dr Jurgis Medzvieckas Mr Furmonavicius 
Macedonia Prof. Ljupco Dimitrievski  
Mexico Dr Héctor Valverde Landeros Dr Raúl López Roldán 
Morocco ---  
Nepal Prof. Tatsuoka*  
Netherlands Dr L de Quelerij  Dr F Barends 
New Zealand Dr Kevin McManus Mr Stephen Crawford 
Nigeria Dr Samuel Ejezie  
Norway Dr Gijs Breedveld  
Pakistan ---  
Paraguay Prof. J J Bosio*  
Peru ---  
Poland Prof Zb Mylanarek Prof Zb Lechowicz 
Portugal Professor F P de Santayana  
Romania Professor I Manoliu Horatiu Popa 
Russia Dr I Kolybin  
Slovenia Dr A Gaberc Mr Ludvik Trauner 
South Africa Mr Peter Day*  
S E Asia Ir. Sek Kwan Tang Prof. D T Bergado 
Spain Dr V Cuéllar Mr E Dapena 
Sri Lanka ---  
Sudan ---  
Sweden Ms Eva Petersen Dr R Massarsch 
Switzerland Prof Felix Bucher  
Syria ---  
Tunisia ---  
Turkey Professor E Togrol  
Ukraine Dr Slvusarenko Dr Shokarev 
U K Prof. Michael Davies Dr Abir Al-Tabbaa 
U S A Mr Alan McNab Prof. Holtz 
Venezuela Dr Suzanne Lacasse* Ignacio Zuloaga 
Vietnam Prof. Tatsuoka*  
Yugoslavia Professor M Maksimovic  
Zimbabwe ---  

                         * Denotes Proxy vote 

OBSERVERS: 

Dr Craig Lake Canada  
Professor Masashi Kamon Japan  

3312



APOLOGIES:

Professor V F B de Mello Past President 
Dr Werner R. Janoschek Secretary General IUGS 
Professor Marc Panet President ISRM 
Dr Luís Lamas Secretary General ISRM 
Dr. H.J. Kolk Chair ISSMGE TC1 
Prof. Antonio Gomes Correia Chair ISSMGE TC3 
Prof. W.D. Liam Finn Chair ISSMGE TC4 
Dr Charles Shackelford Co-Chair ISSMGE TC5 
Prof. R J Mair Chair ISSMGE TC28 
Prof. R Jardine Chair ISSMGE TC29 
Prof. Jean Louis Briaud Chair ISSMGE TC33 
Prof. Fusao Oka Chair ISSMGE TC34 
Prof. MD Bolton Chair ISSMGE TC35 

OPENING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT 

1. The President welcomed the delegates, Prof. Jami-
olkowski (Past President ISSMGE) and colleagues from the Sis-
ter Societies, Dr Rengers (President IAEG).  Apologies were re-
ceived from the ISRM who were unable to send a delegate to 
the meeting.  The meeting would be conducted in English, for 
the sake of expediency, but translation to/from French would be 
provided if needed. 

2. The President outlined the main objectives for ISSMGE 
in his presidential period as:

�� To develop Researcher / Practitioner forums 
through an IT integrated working of the ISSMGE 

�� To develop relevant assistance to professionals
�� To re-design conferences to better serve all parties 

involved
�� To integrate efforts of various professional and 

trade organizations 
�� To improve links to the “sister” societies 

These objectives would be addressed through actions of Task 
Forces within the ISSMGE Board and with assistance where 
appropriate from the Technical Committees. 

LIST OF DELEGATES AND OTHER PERSONS PRESENT 

3. The Secretary General presented the list of delegates en-
titled to vote and clarified the position of those member socie-
ties who had not confirmed their attendance prior to the meet-
ing.  The list of delegates was then confirmed as that given 
above.

CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 

4. Taking into account Member Societies with subscrip-
tions in arrears, it was noted that there were 63 Member Socie-
ties entitled to the benefits of membership.  The Secretary Gen-
eral confirmed that including the notified proxy votes there 
were 53 votes available in the Meeting, which was thus quorate 
for all items of business and voting. 

5. Dr Lacasse (Canada) moved to have Items 11 and 12 of 
the Agenda swapped.  She felt that discussion on Item 12 – Vot-
ing Policy would enable delegates to make better decisions in 
respect of Item 11 – Subscription Fees. 

6. The President considered that only motions appearing 
on the Agenda would be discussed, and no other, except by 
agreement and such items would be in Any Other Business.  
With regards to changing the order of the Agenda, the Board 

had discussed the possibility of this and the consensus view was 
to continue with the Agenda as it had been circulated. 

MEMBERSHIP

7. The Secretary General reviewed the present state of 
membership, which was continually updated as new information 
was received from Member Societies. 

8. There were now 16145 members in 75 Member Socie-
ties.  New Member Societies were confirmed as Iraq (11 mem-
bers) and Hong Kong (370 members).  During the meeting, it 
also became possible to confirm Ukraine (97 members) as hav-
ing joined ISSMGE, giving a total of 16242 members in 76 
Member Societies. 

9. It was noted that 5 Member Societies were in arrears by 
more than two years: Costa Rica, CTGA, Ghana, Kenya and 
Tunisia.  Of these, Costa Rica, Ghana and Tunisia had been in 
contact recently and it was hoped that their arrears and subscrip-
tion fees could be resolved. 

10. Professor Hachich (Brazil) indicated that current mem-
bership of the Brazil Member Society was 721. 

11. The present membership of ISSMGE is summarised in 
Appendix 1. 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES 

12. The President outlined the general purpose of Technical 
Committees.  The TCs and their associated conferences pro-
vided opportunities to advance and present the discipline of 
geotechnical engineering.  Some TCs dealt specifically with so-
cially driven geotechnical problems such as safety, the envi-
ronment, etc. and other TCs dealt more with fundamental issues.  
The Technical Committees had been asked to submit reports on 
their activities and progress to date and on the basis of these the 
President had produced an analysis as given in Appendix 2.  
Some of the main observations are: 

�� About 16 out of the 24 TCs are fully active and 
were expected to produce significant outcome re-
ports in Osaka 2005; 

�� 3 of the TCs need urgent review, and may require 
significant changes; 

�� 5 TCs were late starting and may need review with 
respect to their expected achievements; 

�� JTC1 (the technical committee run jointly with 
ISRM and IAEG) had made excellent progress; 
consideration would be given to forming other 
joint technical committees; 
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�� It was clear that TCs can and should be more ac-
tively involved in the organisation and delivery of 
major ISSMGE conferences including the Interna-
tional and Regional Conferences and the ICEG; 

�� In general, TC activity and visibility had increased 
with good use being made of the ISSMGE and 
their own websites.

13. Professor Holeyman (Belgium) congratulated the Presi-
dent on his progress in organizing Technical Committee activ-
ity.  He considered that it would be of great value if the reports 
on TC activity could be hosted on the ISSMGE website.  It was 
agreed that this would be undertaken after the Council Meeting. 

PRESENTATION OF REPORTS BY VICE-PRESIDENTS ON 
REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

14. The Vice Presidents outlined the general activities and 
areas of concern in their respective regions.  Their detailed re-
ports are given in Appendix 3. 

15. The President commented that the activities of the vari-
ous regional technical committees were as yet not well publi-
cised and he suggested that information on these should be 
added to the ISSMGE website. 

XVII ICSMGE 2009 – PRESENTATIONS BY CANADA, 
EGYPT, & MEXICO 

16. At the time of circulating the Agenda, the bid by France 
to host the XVII ICSMGE had been included.  Subsequently, 
France had withdrawn its bid and the President gave the French 
delegate the opportunity to announce this formally to Council. 

17. The remaining bidders, Canada (Niagara Falls), Egypt 
(Alexandria) and Mexico (Mérida) were invited in alphabetical 
order to make presentations on their offers to host the XVII 
ICSMGE.  Voting by secret ballot gave the following results: 

Canada 16 
Egypt  29 
Mexico   8 

Thus it was announced that the XVII ICSMGE 2009 will be 
held in Alexandria, Egypt.  The result was greeted with accla-
mation.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

18. Mr Murray summarised his report on IT developments 
which appears as Appendix 4. 

19. The new website was launched in April 2003.  It has a 
similar content to the previous website, with a new format and 
including some French and Spanish pages.  A basic Content 
Management System (CMS) for the Intranet has been provided, 
which is easy to use and allows economical and efficient com-
munication.  For example, it was used to circulate Council 
Meeting papers to the Member Societies. 

20. ISSMGE has signed an agreement with Webforum, 
which provides access to the International Geotechnical Ser-
vices Directory (IGSD).  This valuable resource provides mem-
bers with a comprehensive database of geotechnical services 
and expertise.  Mr Murray encouraged Member Societies to dis-
cuss with their contacts in industry the possibility of their sub-
scribing to the IGSD site, thus providing a greater benefit to 
members as well as generating income for ISSMGE.  Overall, 
Mr Murray hoped that the ISSMGE website would be consid-

ered an asset for all active geotechnical professionals, providing 
the latest information on many areas of interest. 

21. In discussion, Professor Hachich (Brazil) complimented 
the Task Force on the development of the new website.  He 
found it very useful, but suggested that the conference directory, 
possibly one of the more sought after pages, should be made 
more directly accessible from the homepage. 

22. Professor Holeyman (Belgium) asked if it would be 
possible for Member Societies to be able to host their own web-
pages within the website.  Mr Murray replied that in principle 
this could be done but required enhancement of the CMS and 
this would have cost implications. 

23. Dr Barends (Netherlands) agreed that the website was 
easy to use and had similarities to that created for GeoTechNet.  
He wondered if it would be appropriate for this European 
funded project to be linked to the ISSMGE website and Mr 
Murray agreed to investigate. 

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE; 

24. Professor Poulos explained that the Task Force had two 
main tasks: 

1. The development of guidelines for ethical professional 
practice.

2. The development of “messages” from ISSMGE to pro-
mote understanding of the role and importance of geo-
technical engineers in society. 

He outlined the proposed guidelines for ethical professional 
practice and these appear in Appendix 5.  He then went on to 
present possible “messages” which had been prepared as a 
number of PowerPoint presentations directed at geotechnical 
professionals, professionals in other disciplines, clients, the 
general public and government & decision makers. 

25. Professor Poulos invited comments from the delegates.  
Mr Rathmayer (Finland) asked if there would need to be a 
budget allocation to facilitate his proposals.  Professor Poulos 
agreed that this would be helpful but considered that there were 
other, more pressing, financial commitments at present. How-
ever, if Council adopted the principles, then he would hope that 
a budget allocation would be made in the future. 

26. Professor Scharle (Hungary) commented on the pro-
posed “messages”.  Considering the “message” to Geotechnical 
Professionals, he thought that the benefits enjoyed by the ISS-
MGE were analogous to social capital, and that all geotechnical 
engineers could take advantage of this, not just ISSMGE mem-
bers.  Professionals should note that this “capital” works like 
others in that it has to be accumulated before it can be used.  He 
also thought that the “message” to Government and Decision 
makers should note the potential for export and trade especially 
where local and traditional knowledge may be of significance. 

27. Professor Cavounidis (Greece) stated that an issue for 
Greece concerned the interaction of geotechnical engineers with 
other professionals.  In particular, it would be helpful if the 
boundary between the activities of geotechnical engineers and 
geologists could be defined.  Professor Poulos appreciated the 
problems but with the large number of ISSMGE Member Socie-
ties, thought that it would be difficult to provide clear defini-
tions for all.  His intention was more to provide general state-
ments, which Member Societies could then adapt to their local 
conditions. The President commented that there was a Joint 
European Working Group (involving ISSMGE, ISRM, IAEG), 
which was working to define the boundaries of activity for the 
different geotechnical professions. 
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28. Dr Hamza (Egypt) considered that Professional Practice 
can only succeed in terms of professional fees and thought that 
the guidelines should include some statement on this. Professor 
Poulos endorsed these sentiments and saw the “messages” as a 
long-term campaign to elevate the profession in the eyes of 
those paying the fees (decision makers and government). 

29. Professor Hachich (Brazil) considered that we should 
not trade quality for cost.  In many countries, minimal cost is 
seen as minimal initial cost while having a higher final cost in 
mind.  Professor Poulos considered that there were clearly ethi-
cal issues that needed to be emphasised as well as defining the 
specifications for proper geotechnical practice. Dr Amir (Israel) 
noted that competitive bidding was common in many practices 
and that lump-sum pricing can lead to differences between in-
tended deliverables and those actually delivered.  Professor 
Poulos agreed but felt there was no easy answer to such dilem-
mas. 

30. Overall, the reports report on Ethical Guidelines and the 
“messages” were well received and their sentiments were en-
dorsed.

INDUSTRIAL LIAISON 

31. Mr Day presented his report, which is given in Appen-
dix 6.  He confirmed that Industrial Ambassadors had been ap-
pointed in each region and with this team the intention was to 
discover the expectations that practising engineers had of ISS-
MGE and to encourage greater participation of industry in 
ISSMGE activities and events.  This information would be ob-
tained via e-mail surveys and to make progress an initial survey 
had been conducted in South Africa.  This limited pilot study 
suggested that there was a perception that academics, research-
ers and designers were catered for, but that contractors, suppli-
ers and clients were neglected.  Improved services requested 
were a library of geotechnical literature, news of geotechnical 
projects and specialist journals.  Also speciality conferences 
were seen as particularly beneficial.  The main reason for indi-
vidual membership appeared to be access to specialised geo-
technical information.  The plan was now to extend the survey, 
firstly in the European region. 

32. In discussion, Professor Myung-Mo Kim (Korea), ex-
pressed the need to involve more practitioners in the ISSMGE 
administration.  Mr Day agreed that this was important and was 
happy to report that nearly half the ISSMGE Board were prac-
tising engineers. 

33. Professor Togrol (Turkey) commented that piling con-
tractors had formed their own specialist group.  Mr Day realised 
that groups that felt disenfranchised may tend to move away 
from ISSMGE to form splinter groups, but he hoped it would be 
possible to take steps to avoid this. 

SUBSCRIPTION FEES 

34. Professor Woods presented his report, which is given in 
Appendix 7. In summary, the ISSMGE Board had recognised 
that the present subscription fees formula often resulted in 
members from poorer Member Societies paying a higher per 
capita rate than those from wealthier Member Societies.  To re-
solve this inequity a proposal was being made for a subscription 
fee formula with a fixed per capita rate for all members.  In or-
der to effect this change the following modifications to the Stat-
utes and Bylaws would be necessary:   

Proposed new Statute 5C: 

“The annual subscription of each Member Society shall be 
determined from the number of listed members declared by a 
Member Society at the end of the preceding financial year and a 
uniform fee per listed member.  The minimum annual subscrip-
tion of any Member Society shall be equivalent to the fee pay-
able by 30 listed members. (5C.1)” 

Proposed new By-law 5C.1: 
 “Whereas if the membership of the Member Society is less 

than thirty, the Member Society may apply to the President for 
exemption from the minimum fee payable which exemption 
may be granted at the President’s discretion.” 

35. Having introduced this proposal, Professor Woods in-
vited comment and discussion from the delegates. 

36. Mr Rathmayer (Finland) thought that the amendment to 
5C.1 should be altered so that it would be Council that had the 
discretion to grant exemptions, rather than the President.  Pro-
fessor Jamiolkowski (Past President) disagreed provided that 
any exemption was limited to the term of the particular Presi-
dent.

37. Professor Cavounidis (Greece) noted that some Member 
Societies (e.g. Albania, Azerbaijan, etc) would have higher fees 
under the proposal, and this higher fee results from the sug-
gested minimum membership of 30 per Member Society.  He 
considered that these societies may then request a reduction, and 
he wondered why the minimum membership of 30 had been 
proposed.  Mr Murray explained that the present fee system has 
an implicit minimum fee from which the minimum membership 
number of 30 was established.  Mr Day stated that exemption 
from the minimum fee would be considered when there was a 
genuine case of a Member Society having less than 30 members 
in its local society. 

38. Dr Hamza (Egypt) noted that some member societies 
had many more members in its local society than were declared 
as ISSMGE members.  There could be good reasons for this, for 
example banking restrictions on paying subscriptions in a for-
eign currency.  He agreed that a society payment should reflect 
the actual numbers within its society. 

39. Professor Nussbaumer (Germany) noted that there were 
24 Member Societies listed with less than 30 individual mem-
bers, which equated approximately to one third of the Member 
Societies. 

40. Professor Carter (Australia) observed that for many 
Member Societies the cost per member would decrease and that 
a substantial number of these Member Societies were in the 
European region.  He felt that any change in subscription fees 
should be tied to voting rights. 

41. Mr McNab (USA) considered that the proposed change 
could well affect the group dynamics of ISSMGE.  The pro-
posal resulted in 14 Member Societies being asked for a greater 
contribution, and 45 having a reduced contribution and it would 
appear that this could have a direct effect on the voting of this 
proposal.  He requested that the motion be withdrawn. 

42. Professor Togrol (Turkey) noted that the present fee 
system (linked to GNP) was introduced 28 years ago and he 
wondered if with the proposed new system would really en-
courage an increase in members from countries with a lower 
GNP. 

43. Dr Lacasse (Canada) made a brief presentation.  She 
was concerned that the proposal effectively raises the fees of 
30% of the Member Societies, representing about 70% of indi-
vidual members, and she felt that this financial responsibility 
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should be recognized.  Though the proposed fee system would 
reduce the financial burden on less advantaged societies, the 
fact remained that members (both Member Societies and indi-
viduals) were looking for added value.  The proposal as it stood 
may result in ISSMGE losing individual members.  Senior offi-
cers in the Canadian Geotechnical society were particularly 
concerned about the perception of the ISSMGE and the pro-
posed increase in fees addressed separately from Voting Policy.  
They recognised that ISSMGE needs to change and needs to 
modernize, but felt it was wrong to have a situation where many 
countries paying lower fees can decide that a few countries 
should pay more.  Subscription Fees and Voting Policy should 
be coupled as issues; the Canadian Geotechnical Society could 
accept increase in fees if there was a commitment made to es-
tablishing a fair voting system, reflecting individual members’ 
contributions.  She also felt that Council should approve any 
exemption from minimum fees payable, as otherwise the Presi-
dent might be placed in a difficult position. 

44. Professor Davies (UK) concurred with the views ex-
pressed by Dr Lacasse, and commented that fee payments 
should reflect representation.  He also pointed out that all mem-
bers of the British Geotechnical Association were also members 
of at least one international society, either ISSMGE or ISRM.  
He was very concerned that a significant number of Member 
Societies were not reporting their domestic membership as nec-
essarily members of an International Society. 

45. Professor Hachich (Brazil) referred to an alternative 
proposal for calculating subscription fees that he had taken upon 
himself to circulate to all Member Societies prior to the Council 
Meeting.  That proposal retained some linkage to GNP and had 
been suggested because he felt that a fixed fee of CHF12.90 had 
different implications in different parts of the world.  He was 
unable to accept the proposed change. 

46. The President summarised the views of the ISSMGE 
Board that there was no reason to couple subscription fees and 
voting policy and that the fee structure was sufficiently impor-
tant to be discussed freely without constraints.  There was a dis-
tinct danger that individual members could get the impression 
that money could buy votes.  The Board also felt that underre-
porting of members should have negative consequences for a 
Member Society.  The intention was that only members of 
ISSMGE could publish, co-author, present papers, etc. in ISS-
MGE conferences.  Also, membership of TCs is restricted to 
ISSMGE members.  These measures should make underreport-
ing of members very unattractive. 

47. There then followed considerable discussion on the pre-
cise wording of the proposed changes to Statute 5C and Bylaw 
5C.1.  The particular issues of concern were: 

�� the need to specify a minimum number of listed 
members 

�� the need or otherwise to permit an exemption from 
the minimum fee payable 

�� whether an exemption to be granted should be 
given by the President, or the Board, or Council 

48. As a result of the discussion and a series of votes on 
proposed amendments, the final version of the new proposal 
read as follows: 

Proposed new Statute 5C 
“The annual subscription of each Member Society shall be 

determined from the number of ISSMGE listed members de-
clared by a Member Society at the end of the preceding finan-
cial year and a uniform fee per listed member. The minimum 
annual subscription of any member society shall be equivalent 
to the fee payable by 30 listed members.” 

Proposed new By-Law 5C.1: 
“Whereas the membership of the Member Society is less 

than thirty, the Member Society may apply to the President for 
exemption from the minimum fee payable which exemption 
may be granted by the President after consultation with the 
Board.”

49. Votes on this proposal were cast as follows: 

For  32  
Against 15 
Abstentions   7 

50. The motion thus failed, since it received less than 75% 
support.  The Secretary General reminded delegates that the 
present subscription fee system based on Group Numbers re-
mained in place and would be used for subsequent invoices. 

51. The President felt that it would be beneficial if Member 
Societies could submit comments and suggestions relating to 
subscription fees for consideration at the next Board Meeting in 
February 2004.  The Secretary General agreed to write to Mem-
ber Societies requesting such information. 

VOTING POLICY 

52. Professor Tatsuoka presented the report included here as 
Appendix 8.  He reminded Council that a new voting policy was 
not being proposed, but rather a discussion document was being 
presented.  This considered various suggested revisions to the 
method of counting votes from Member Societies that had been 
suggested over the last decade or so, and concluded that there 
could be an argument for some form of weighted voting applied 
to certain classes of ISSMGE business. 

53. In discussion, Mr McNab (USA) was concerned that the 
document presented by Professor Tatsuoka did not address the 
issue of the selection of the President. 

54. Dr Lacasse complimented Professor Tatsuoka on his re-
view of the potential changes to voting policy, but felt that it did 
not consider fully the representation of individual members.  
She referred to the principles recommended by the British Geo-
technical Society (1996) especially that any rearrangement of 
voting entitlement should encourage growth and participation.  
She also suggested that venues of mid-term Council meetings 
should be decided on a rotation basis rather than by voting.  Dr 
Lacasse went on to make a brief presentation of a weighted vot-
ing system which had the support of the Canadian Geotechnical 
Society. 

55. Professor Cavounidis (Greece) commented that ISS-
MGE needed to decide whether it was a society of Member So-
cieties (as at present), or a society of individual members.  This 
should be taken into account when developing a new policy for 
voting.

56. Dr Hamza (Egypt) remarked that he had shown the 
ISSMGE Statutes to a legal advisor who expressed the opinion 
that ISSMGE appeared as a society of Member Societies and 
not of individuals. 

57. Professor Tatsuoka thanked the delegates for their 
thoughtful comments. 

SELECTION OF VENUE FOR ICSMGE 

58. The President reminded Council that the present policy 
was to select the venue of the ICSMGE 6 years in advance dur-
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ing the Council Meeting coinciding with one of the regional 
conferences.  He was of the opinion that there would be better 
representation of Member Societies at the Council Meeting held 
in conjunction with the International Conference and proposed 
changing the wording of Statute 14B to read “4 years in ad-
vance” as follows: 

14B An invitation from a Member Society to act as host for 
an International Conference and the associated Council and 
Board Meetings shall be sent to the Secretary General suffi-
ciently far in advance for it to be placed on the agenda of the 
Council Meeting four years in advance of the International Con-
ference. Invitations may be considered at earlier Council Meet-
ings.

Votes on this motion were cast as follows: 
For 46 
Against   2 
Abstentions   0 

59. The motion was thus carried, and the venue of the 
XVIII ICSMGE 2013 would be decided at the Council Meeting 
in Alexandria in 2009. 

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES: ROLE AND FORMAT 

60. Professor Poulos presented his report which is given as 
Appendix 9.  He explained that the intention was to make the 
international conference more attractive to the wider ISSMGE 
membership.  The suggestion being made was to reformat con-
ferences by separating plenary sessions from technical sessions.  
Following the normal 5 day format the conference could pro-
ceed as: 

2 Days – plenary sessions 
2 Days – highly focused and parallel specialty sessions, with 

substantial input fromTCs, providing detail and 
depth for participants 

1 Day – technical tours. 

61. It was felt that such a format would provide more flexi-
bility to attendees and make their logistics easier.  A large lec-
ture hall would be needed for the first two days (when it is en-
visaged that there will be no parallel sessions) and the following 
speciality and discussion sessions would obviously require a 
number of smaller halls for the other two days.  The overall ob-
jective is to make the International Conference a “must attend” 
event for all professionals. 

62. In discussion, Professor Togrol (Turkey) highlighted 
certain difficulties such as the choice of an interesting topic for 
the academic/practitioner forum 4 years in advance.  Also, it 
would be difficult to manage discussion from the potentially 
large audience for this new session.  Professor Poulos replied 
that the topic need only be chosen 12 – 14 months prior to the 
conference.  However, he acknowledged that there could be 
chaos if there was too much audience participation. 

63. Dr Barends (Netherlands) noted that any workshop ses-
sions would require special organisation as these are operated 
quite differently to normal conference sessions. 

MANUAL FOR ISSMGE CONFERENCES 

64. The Secretary General had noticed a wide variation in 
practices in organising conferences and had come to the conclu-
sion that some standardisation was needed for conferences held 
under the auspices of ISSMGE was needed.  As a result, a Man-
ual for ISSMGE conferences had been drafted which is given in 
Appendix 10.  This Manual provides guidelines for conference 

organisation, the role of various committees, the requirements 
for paper reviews, and confirmation that ISSMGE members 
should benefit from reduced registration rates.  There is also a 
specification of the percentage of registration and exhibition fee 
income that should be remitted to ISSMGE after the conference 
has been held. 

65. In discussion, Mr Rathmayer (Finland) noted that it was 
difficult for the Society to identify individual members, and 
wondered if there was any consideration being given to an 
ISSMGE membership card.  The President confirmed that the 
Board was considering this issue.  Professor Togrol suggested 
that lists of ISSMGE members should be available from the 
ISSMGE website.  The Secretary General stated that the data 
were not necessarily available from Member Societies, and that 
there may be data protection issues to consider. 

66. Mr McNab (USA) expressed the opinion that confer-
ences should be run with a view to maximise profits as this 
could provide the Society with an opportunity to move away 
from a reliance on dues. 

67. The Secretary General stated that he was proposing a 
motion to introduce acceptance of the Manual by reference to it 
in Bylaws 14A.3 and 15A.2 as follows: 

Proposed new By-Law 14A.3 
 “The Conference Organising Committee set up by the host 
country will take responsibility for the administration, detailed 
organisation and financing for the International Conference in 
consultation with the President and the Secretary General. Im-
portant decisions on these matters must, however, be approved 
by the Conference Advisory Committee. (Ref. BL 14A.1) In 
particular, these include conference format, timetable and bulle-
tins, proposed facilities for the conference and associated meet-
ings, publishing arrangements for the Proceedings and the regis-
tration fee. Organisation of the Conference shall be in 
accordance with the Manual for ISSMGE Conferences available 
from the Secretary General.   

(i) The technical programme and session arrangements 
will be agreed by the Conference Organising Commit-
tee and the Conference Advisory Committee. The 
Conference Advisory Committee will be responsible 
for the selection of session leaders (i.e. Chairmen, 
General Reporters, Discussion Leaders, etc.). These 
will be chosen after receiving nominations from 
Member Societies. 

(ii) The Conference Advisory Committee shall decide the 
allocation of pages in the Conference Proceedings to 
Member Societies in accordance with the Resolutions 
of the International Society. 

(iii) The Technical programme of an International Confer-
ence of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
will have a number of plenary sessions at which there 
will be simultaneous translation in English and 
French, plus concurrent discussion or specialty ses-
sions, some of which will have simultaneous transla-
tion. A number of specialty sessions maybe run by 
Technical Committees of the International Society. 
Poster sessions may be arranged to give authors an 
opportunity to present their papers. 

(iv) The Conference Organising Committee should also 
advise the Conference Advisory Committee of its 
proposals regarding technical visits and the social 
programme for the Conference. 

Proposed new By-Law 15A.2
“The endorsement of the International Society will only be 

granted to International and Regional Symposia if the time, 
place and subject have been approved by the President (in the 
case of International Symposia) or appropriate Vice-President 
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(in the case of Regional Symposia), both in consultation with 
the Secretary General. Organisation of the Conferences and 
Symposia shall be in accordance with the Manual for ISSMGE 
Conferences available from the Secretary General.” 

Council voted on the motion as: 
For – 44 
Against – 1 
Abstentions – 3 

68. The motion was carried and the Secretary General 
agreed to write to organisers of conferences held under the aus-
pices of ISSMGE informing them of the existence of the Man-
ual and the conditions that then applied to organising a confer-
ence under the auspices of ISSMGE.

EDUCATION REPORT 

70. Professor Sêco e Pinto presented his report, which is 
given in Appendix 11.  The report covers Model Library, Tour-
ing Lectures, Interaction with TC31 and the Young Geotechni-
cal Engineers Conferences. 

71. Following the presentation the President reminded dele-
gates that their Member Societies should reflect on the need for 
a touring lecture.  He was particularly concerned that ISSMGE 
should support new societies and also those with limited re-
sources to develop technical activities.  He suggested that these 
Member Societies should in the first instance contact their re-
gional Vice-President. 

PRESENTATION OF AUDITED ACCOUNTS 

72. Audited accounts for years 2001 and 2002 are given in 
Appendix 12.  The Secretary General compared actual income 
and expenditure with budget allocations and this comparison is 
also given in Appendix 12. 

73. In summary, over the 2-year period interest has been 
lower than expected reflecting the present state of low bank in-
terest rates.  The numbers of Corporate Members continued to 
decline and the Task Force on Industrial Liaison would consider 
ways of reversing this trend.  Sales had reduced to insignificant 
levels, which probably reflects greater on-line access to infor-
mation by members.  The income from the XV ICSMGE Istan-
bul was received in 2002 and although related directly and cor-
rectly to registration fee income was nonetheless lower than 
budgeted.

74. Expenditure by the Board on travel was low reflecting 
the support of Member Societies and employers of the Board 
members to their ISSMGE duties, and support from the Belgian 
industry for the President's travel.  Corporation tax, which is re-
lated to bank interest, was lower than expected but audit fees 
and bank charges continued to increase above normal inflation.  
Office expenses by the Secretariat had reduced reflecting in-
creasing use of digital communication.  Late invoicing by SGI-
line had resulted in some costs for 2000 appearing in 2001 and 
2002 accounts.  Similarly the List of Members costs appeared in 
2002 but also were higher than budget possibly because of the 
new owners of the publisher used.  The decision to develop a 
new website with a launch in 2003 was preceded by a halt in 
website expense for the former site in 2002.  Conference sup-
port had been directed at Young Geotechnical Engineer events.  
Generous support by some Member Societies to these had re-
sulted in lower costs to ISSMGE.  There had been relatively low 
expenditure on Other Initiatives – only one Touring lecture and 
model library, both in 2001 – and no expenditure on Heritage 
Museums. There were new cost items for administrative and of-

fice expense support for the President, which had not been fore-
seen in the budget. 

BUDGET 2002-2003 

75. Professor de Mello presented the budget up to 2005 and 
the financial forecast for 2006 and 2007.  The budget and asso-
ciated commentary are given as Appendix 13. 

76. For the Ordinary Budget, it was assumed that member-
ship subscriptions were 6.00GBP per capita up to 2006 and in-
creased by 2.5% per annum thereafter.  Also it was assumed 
that membership would increase by 200 per annum from 2005.  
Although Council had not adopted the new subscription fee 
procedure, the total membership income should nonetheless be 
consistent with the budgets presented.  Provision had been made 
for part-time secretarial support for the President during the cur-
rent presidential period.  The Board had had some discussions 
regarding office rental for the Secretariat since some Member 
Societies had expressed uncertainty as to whether this complied 
with Bylaw 10D.1 that requires the Host Society to ensure effi-
cient and economic operation of the Secretariat.  That Budget 
item had been approved by Council in Amsterdam (1999) and 
Istanbul (2001) and the item was again included in this Budget, 
approval of which would be taken to indicate Council’s accep-
tance of the compliance of this provision with Bylaw 10D.1.  A 
significant increase in the Budget relates to Information Trans-
fer and includes both the licensing fee for the new ISSMGE 
website as well as upgrades and developments. 

77. Significant changes to the Extraordinary Budget in-
cluded revenue from the International Geotechnical Services 
Directory.  The revenue had been estimated following discus-
sion with Dr Massarsch of Geoforum, and should be viewed as 
a conservative estimate.  The cost of SGI-Line had been re-
duced from 2006 to reflect the possible cost-sharing with ISRM 
and IAEG.  Conference support has been allowed for forthcom-
ing Young Geotechnical Engineers events.  The commitment to 
the Francophone Bulletin ceases after 2004, and Council was 
reminded that the Newsletter was now substituted by the active 
website.

78. Comments were invited from Council.  Dr Amir (Israel) 
asked about the cost of maintaining a bilingual society.  It was 
pointed out that for example translator costs are part of Confer-
ence organisation and do not appear in the ISSMGE budget, and 
that the commitment to the Francophone Bulletin ends in 2004. 

79. Dr Lacasse (Canada) wondered if it would be possible 
to quantify the revenue that goes to the service of the members.  
She thought it would be useful to form a Task Force to review 
what ISSMGE does with its income with a view to increasing 
the service to its members. 

80. The President stated that he hoped future cooperation 
with the Sister Societies (ISRM and IAEG) may provide a 
means of sharing costs. 

81. Mr Day pointed out that the ISSMGE essentially oper-
ates an administrative budget and thus tends to post only net 
outcome on the balance sheet.  The Society has in effect a huge 
turnover, if the conferences run under its auspices were to be in-
cluded, and this fact is not reflected in the Budget. 

82. Mr Rathmayer (Finland) noted that only YGEC confer-
ences were supported and felt that resources should be allocated 
to support TCs rather than just the effective taxation that had 
been introduced on TC conference fee income (see Appendix 
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10).  The President was of the opinion that revenue from IGSD 
could be used to support TC activities.  The Secretary General 
pointed out that it was not the intention to tax TC conference in-
come, but simply a small surcharge would be added to the Reg-
istration Fee charged and this would be returned to ISSMGE.  
Also it should be noted that the website was being used to sup-
port TCs and to publicise their activities and publications. 

83. Professor Hachich (Brazil) recommended that future 
presentations of the Budget should include some form of 
graphic representation to indicate more clearly the income and 
expenditure streams.  In addition he wondered if corporate 
members could be encouraged, for example, by their being 
given discounted rates for registration on IGSD.  Mr Day re-
plied that the Task Force on Industrial Liaison would consider 
this suggestion. 

84. Professor Hachich (Brazil) asked if the SGI-Line data-
base was restricted to members of ISSMGE or if it was free for 
all.  The Secretary General confirmed that the service was in-
tended for use by ISSMGE members but that it was difficult to 
enforce this in practice without comprehensive lists of members 
from all Member Societies. 

85.  Professor Holeyman (Belgium) pointed out that SGI-
Line should be promoted as one of the benefits of joining ISS-
MGE.  He also enquired about the revenue income from IGSD 
and whether or not this would be shared with the Sister Socie-
ties, along with the costs of SGI-Line, in any future cooperative 
arrangement.

86. Dr McManus (New Zealand) asked for clarification 
with regards to the expenses of the Board.  It was pointed out 
that the present Board had agreed to travel on expenses subsi-
dised heavily by their Member Societies and their companies.  
Such an arrangement had not been assumed for the incoming 
Board from 2005. 

87. Professor Hachich (Brazil) asked if there could be some 
form of newsletter, even if only one page in length and circu-
lated by e-mail every few months.  The President agreed with 
the suggestion. 

88. Professor Barends (Netherlands) pointed out that in or-
der to earn money, it was first necessary to invest.  He sug-
gested that if ISSMGE expected to gain significant income from 
the IGSD it would first need to be publicised heavily, and this 
publicity would need resources. 

89. The Secretary General pointed out that the zero office 
rental costs shown for 2006-2007 were forecast and not budget 
allocations.  As noted by Professor de Mello above, approval of 
the Budget to 2005 would confirm acceptance of this type of 
budget provision, which would thus need to be included for 
2006 onwards.  There had been some discussion regarding po-
tential cost sharing with ISRM and IAEG, but there was as yet 
no agreement. 

90. Professor de Mello proposed acceptance of the Budget 
and this was seconded by Mr Day (South Africa).  Votes were 
cast as 39 in favour, 1 against with 1 abstention.  The Budget 
for 2003-2005 was therefore approved. 

YOUNG MEMBER AWARD 

91. The Secretary General reminded Council of the Young 
Member Award, the aim of which is to encourage research and 
development in the field of geotechnical engineering and to ac-
knowledge the contribution of young members of the Society. 
The basis of the award is a technical paper submitted to the In-
ternational Conference or the immediately preceding Regional 
Conference. Details of the award and procedures to be followed 
are summarised in Appendix 14.  Member Societies have an 
important role to play in nominating individuals for the award 
and it will be important that Member Societies adhere to the fol-
lowing timetable: 

Date Key or Key Personnel Milestone 

Late 2003 Secretary General Announcement of Young Member Award to Member So-
cieties and via ISSMGE web-site 

October 2004 Secretary General Member Societies invited to nominate candidates 

January 2005 Member Societies Deadline for nominations; receipt of manuscripts for 
ICSMGE

April 2005 Award Committee Report to Board members with recommendation; final de-
cision made by ISSMGE Board 

September 2005 COUNCIL MEETING Report

September 2005 ICSMGE (Osaka) Presentation 

2nd INTERNATIONAL YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERS CONFERENCE 

92. The 2nd International Young Geotechnical Engineers 
Conference had been organised in Constantza Romania in Sep-
tember 2003.  Professor Manoliu had prepared a brief status re-
port, which is given in Appendix 15.  The organisation was well 
advanced and it was hoped that there would be 83 delegates 
from 44 countries.  In common with previous practice, all dele-
gates would make a presentation.  Also, keynote lectures would 
be given by the President, Professor Van Impe, the Vice-

President for Europe Professor Sêco e Pinto, Dr R Frank 
(France), Dr B Simpson (UK) and Professor Lo Presti (Italy).  

XVII ICSMGE, OSAKA 2005 

93. Professor Kamon presented a brief report on progress 
with organising the XVII ICSMGE, Osaka, in September 2005

94. The Conference Advisory Committee had met in July 
and August 2002.  A Position Paper concerning the planning of 
the 16 ICSMGE had been prepared and submitted to the ISS-
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MGE Board.  Bulletin 1 of the Conference took into account 
those and other discussions with the President and the Secretary 
General.

95. The technical program of the 16 ICSMGE would in-
clude all the traditional items of the International Conferences 
with a wide range of subjects covered in Plenary and Technical 
Sessions and in Special Lectures, so providing participants with 
a compressive and up-to-date overview of present day geotech-
nical engineering. 

96. There will be five main themes discussed at the Confer-
ence.  The main themes will be given in Plenary Sessions and 
twenty-one discussion themes will be taken up in Technical 
Sessions.  Furthermore there will be a Practitioner/Academic 
Forum in order to discuss mutual interesting topics in the geo-
technical engineering field.  Some representative projects from 
the Asian region will be presented in the Major Project Session.  
All authors of accepted papers will be able to make presenta-
tions and engage in discussion during the Paper Presentation & 
Discussion Sessions. 

97. The Proceedings of the 16 ICSMGE will be distributed 
on CD-ROM.  The special lectures would be included in Vol. 1 
and the accepted papers in Vols. 2 to 4.  A printed paper version 
of proceedings will be available for an additional fee, though a 
printed version of Volume 1 would be distributed to all regis-
tered participants during the Conference. 

98. The 3rd International Young Geotechnical Engineers’ 
Conference (IYGEC) will take place in parallel with the Con-
ference.

99. There are plans to organise ha1f-day site excursions in 
the vicinity of Osaka on the last day of the conference. 

100. The technical exhibition will comprise famous and well-
established geotechnical construction companies, specialized 
equipment manufacturers, consultants, materials and services, 
and geotechnical institutes.  It was planned that all exhibitors 
will have an opportunity to make an oral presentation. 

101. The social program of the Conference will include the 
Welcome Reception and the traditional Banquet.  Accompany-
ing persons will have ample opportunity to get acquainted with 
Osaka and its surroundings as well as the Japanese traditional 
culture.

102. The organisational focus of the Conference is to keep 
the registration fees as low as possible to promote attendance 
from all over the world.  The Japanese Geotechnical Society, af-
ter careful study of the financial possibilities, has decided to of-
fer 60,000 Yen for the International Society Members as the 
conference registration fee, which will cover all the traditional 
benefits of international conferences.  Furthermore, to encour-
age and to facilitate the participation of younger researchers and 
engineers a special reduced fee (half of the normal fee) is of-
fered.  Up to 200 reduced fees will be offered to those partici-
pants nominated by their Member Societies. 

103. The President thanked Professor Kamon for his report. 
He went on to announce that at the XVII ICSMGE, the Terzaghi 
Oration would be delivered by Dr Barends (The Netherlands). 

GEO-ENGINEERING FOR RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, 
CALGARY 2004. 

104. Dr Lacasse reported that the Canadian Geotechnical So-
ciety had proposed for some time a broadly based conference on 
Resource Development in Calgary, Alberta in 2004.  The objec-

tive was to have a multi-disciplinary conference that would be a 
joint effort between the three sister societies, ISSMGE, IAEG 
and ISRM. 

105. Bulletin 1 had been prepared and circulated by email 
and Internet.  Unfortunately the response had been much lower 
than expected and it had proved difficult to get enthusiastic 
commitments to participate in the technical program.  After ex-
tensive discussions between the organizing committee and the 
Society, it had been reluctantly agreed that there was insuffi-
cient time to guarantee a conference that would be a technical 
success and financially viable.  Under these circumstances, it 
seemed prudent not to continue with the organization of the 
conference.  The Canadian Geotechnical Society thus withdrew 
its request to host the conference. 

ICEG5, CARDIFF, UK 2006 

106. Professor Davies gave a brief progress report on behalf 
on the British Geotechnical Association on the organisation of 
the 5ICEG. 

107. The conference would be held in Cardiff in June 2006.  
Organising and Advisory Committees had been formed and it 
was planned to issue the call for papers in March 2004.  The 
conference themes were still to be decided but would include 
aspects of environmental geotechnics and sustainable develop-
ment, pollutant transport, remediation and rehabilitation of con-
taminated sites, regulation and risk management, engineered 
barriers and constructed facilities and waste management.  The 
target was to attract 400 delegates but with a break-even budget 
based on a conservative figure of 250 delegates. 

RELATIONSHIPS WITH SISTER SOCIETIES 

108. The President made a brief presentation on discussion 
held with the Sister Societies ISRM and IAEG regarding future 
close cooperation.  Such cooperation dated back to 1971 when 
the Permanent Coordinating Secretariat (PCS) had been formed, 
which provided opportunities for regular discussion by the 
President and Secretaries General of the three Sister Societies.  
The PCS had been become inactive from 1995.  In 1988 Profes-
sor Morgenstern drafted a proposal concerning cooperation of 
the Sister Societies.  He had also written a paper for GeoEng 
2000 on “Common Ground”. 

109. The ISSMGE Task Force on Professional Practice rec-
ognised the importance of publicising more effectively the remit 
of the geotechnical professions and bringing it to the notice of a 
wider audience.  Such publicity could overlap with the activities 
of the other Sister Societies and a Joint European working group 
of the ISSMGE, ISRM and IAEG (established by the 3 Presi-
dents and chaired by Prof H. Bock, Germany), is currently look-
ing in detail into a more clear description of “the Professional 
Tasks, Responsibilities and Co-operation in Ground Engineer-
ing”.

110. The Presidents of the Sister Societies had undertaken to 
meet more regularly, approximately every 6 months.  They were 
presently discussing the issue of closer cooperation and possibly 
the formation of a loose federation of the Geotechnical Socie-
ties.  This federation could include the establishment of a com-
mon administrative secretariat for the Sister Societies, raising 
awareness of the profile and activities of geotechnical profes-
sions, coordinating activities to improve and strengthen geo-
technical education, coordinating technical activity via joint 
TCs, development of sessions common to the Sister Societies 
within certain international conferences, etc. 
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111. In order to consider the issues affecting such a close co-
operation, it was recommended that a Task Force should be 
formed consisting of three representatives from each of the Sis-
ter Societies.  The ISSMGE Board had proposed Professor Pou-
los, Mr Day, and Professor de Mello as its representatives and it 
was hoped that the other societies would soon provide their 
nominees.

112. The President asked for the approval of Council to sup-
port the formation of this Task Force which would report on the 
extent to which future cooperation would viable or beneficial. 

113. In discussion, Professor Davies (UK) thought that it 
would be beneficial if the Task Force consulted with Member 
Societies that already had close cooperation with ISRM and 
IAEG at a local level.  The President agreed that this would 
provide useful input for the Task Force. 

114. Overall, Council was in favour of a Task Force being 
formed to consider the potential for future closer cooperation 
with the Sister Societies. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

115. Dr Lacasse (Canada) commented that it was necessary 
for documents relating to Council Meeting business to be re-

ceived sufficiently far in advance of the meeting to permit nec-
essary consultation and discussion.  This should be at least 3 
months in advance, and possibly longer when there may be a 
clash with normal summer vacation.  The Secretary General ex-
plained how and when the papers had been made available 
firstly by the ISSMGE website (in late May) and then circulated 
by post (mid-June) but agreed that communication paths to 
Member Societies may need to be reviewed.  Interestingly, it 
appeared that many Societies had not taken the opportunity to 
obtain the papers from the website.

116. Mr Day (Vice-President, Africa) reflected on the meet-
ing.  He reiterated the Board’s desire to meet the needs and re-
quirements of the membership and requested that comments and 
suggestions should be submitted to the Board.  

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

117. The next meeting will be held on Sunday 11 September 
2005 in Osaka, Japan. 

118. The President expressed his gratitude to the representa-
tives of the Member Societies, to the Board and to others attend-
ing, and closed the meeting at 18:30 

.

APPENDIX 1 - MEMBERSHIP. 

The accompanying Table indicates that the present ISSMGE 
membership is 16145 in 75 Member Societies. This compares to 
15626 in 73 Member Societies reported to the Council Meeting 
held in Istanbul, on 26th August 2001.  The new Member Socie-
ties are:  Iraq (Asian Region) with 11 members, and Hong Kong 
(Asian Region) with 370 members.  Some Member Societies 
had a significant increase in membership, the most notable be-
ing Australia, (787 from 658), Iran (158 from 58 members), 
Mexico (318 from 200 members), and UK (1428 from 870 
members).  Some Member Societies have reported a decrease in 
membership, notably Canada (829 from 889), Colombia (20 
from 30), Ecuador (20 from 29), and France (473 from 746). 

Member Societies with fees two or more years in arrears are: 
Costa Rica, CTGA, Ghana, Kenya, and Tunisia. 

Corporate Membership has dropped slightly from 21 to 16. 
The current list of Corporate Members is: 

S.N. Apageo S.A.S., France 
Bauer Spezialtiefbau GmbH, Germany 
GeoDelft, The Netherlands 
Geo-Research Institute, Japan 
Golder Associates Inc, USA 
Keller Group Limited, UK 
Kiso-Jiban Consultants Co., Ltd, Japan 
Klohn-Crippen Consultants Ltd, Canada 
Menard Soltraitment DTM Sol, France 
NECSO Entrecanales Cubiertas, Spain 
Nishimatsu Construction Co., Ltd, Japan 
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute, Norway 
Sinotech Engineering Consultants, Inc., Republic of China 
SOLETANCHE BACHY SA, France 
Tokyu Construction Co., Ltd., Japan 
Tractebel Development Engineering SA, Belgium 

Member Society No. 
Members Africa Asia Australasia Europe North

America
South

America
Albania 22    22   
Argentina 30      30 
Australia 787   787    
Austria 98    98   
Azerbaijan 13    13   
Bangladesh 33  33     
Belgium 70    70   
Bolivia 13      13 
Brazil 651      651 
Bulgaria 52    52   
Canada 829     829  
Chile 53      53 
China 156  156     
Colombia 20      20 
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Member Society No. 
Members Africa Asia Australasia Europe North

America
South

America
Costa Rica 58      58 
Croatia 126    126   
CTGA 28 28      
Czech & Slovak Republics 43    43   
Denmark 308    308   
Ecuador 29      29 
Egypt 21 21      
Estonia 30    30   
Finland 177    177   
France 473    473   
Germany 833    833   
Ghana 33 33      
Greece 173    173   
Hong Kong 370  370     
Hungary 84    84   
Iceland 10    10   
India 225  225     
Indonesia 20  20     
Iran 158  158     
Iraq 11  11     
Ireland 23    23   
Israel 35  35     
Italy 250    250   
Japan 1415  1415     
Kazakhstan 18  18     
Kenya 21 21      
Korea Rep 171  171     
Latvia 31    31   
Lithuania 40    40   
Macedonia 72    72   
Mexico 318     318  
Morocco 12 12      
Nepal 15  15     
Netherlands 323    323   
New Zealand 293   293    
Nigeria 25 25      
Norway 333    333   
Pakistan 80  80     
Paraguay 20      20 
Peru 25      25 
Poland 298    298   
Portugal 223    223   
Romania 53    53   
Russia 269    269   
Slovenia 116    116   
South Africa 318 318      
South-East Asia 256  256     
Spain 230    230   
Sri Lanka 34  34     
Sudan 25 25      
Sweden 350    350   
Switzerland 250    250   
Syria 17  17     
Tunisia 10 10      
Turkey 181    181   
U K 1428    1428   
U S A 2443     2443  
Venezuela 23      23 
Vietnam 18  18     
Yugoslavia 29    29   
Zimbabwe 17 17      
TOTAL 16145 510 3032 1080 7011 3590 922 
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APPENDIX 2 - TECHNICAL COMMITTEES. 

CURRENT STATUS OF ACTIVITIES 

TC No Title and Chairman Main Activities 
Discussion 

platform on 
the Web 

TC1
Offshore and near shore geo-
technical engineering, 
H. Kolk, The Netherlands 

Present:  
- no meetings before ERC Prague; 
- e-mail contacts as far 

Planned:
- meeting scheduled in ERC Prague 

_

TC2

Geotechnics of physical mod-
elling and centrifuge testing 
C.F. Leung 
SEAGS/Singapore

Present: 
- actively organising workshops 
- lots of publication work 

Planned:
- lots of initiatives: ARC / ERC / Osaka 2005 / Hong Kong 2006 

yes 

TC3 Geotechnics of pavements 
A. Correia, Portugal 

Present: 
- actively organising workshops 
- preparatory stage of publication work 

Planned:
- meetings and workshops in ERC/Greece and Canada 2004/Osaka2005 

Under prepara-
tion

TC4
Earthquake geotechnical en-
gineering
L.Finn, Canada 

Present: 
- inaugural meeting in Anchorage, June 25, 2003

Planned:
- meeting in Prague August 2003 
- meeting Tokyo December 2003 
- Int.conf earthq. geot.eng. in Berkeley – Jan 2004 

_

TC5
Environmental geotechnics 
M. Manassero, Italy 
C. Shackelford, USA 

Present: 
- actively organising meetings and workshops 
- lots of publication work 
- book on TC5 recommendations in preparation 

Planned:
- TC meetings scheduled in ERC / Cardiff 2006 / Osaka, 2005 
- active interaction in many sessions of Cardiff 2006 

yes 

TC6 Unsaturated soils 
E. Alonso, Spain 

Present: 
- very actively organising workshops and symposia 
- 3rd int.conf.unsat.soils – Recife , March 2002 
- active in creating a library of relevant publications; research project de-
scriptions
- all events of TC6 have associated proceedings with papers of the commit-
tee experts 

Planned:
- 2nd Asian Conference on Unsaturated soils – Japan Nov. 2003 
- sessions in “Problem soils” conf – Nottingham, July 2003 
- experiments and num. Modelling symp. – Weimar Sept. 2003  
- workshop in Naples, June 2003 
- sessions in transportation res. board seminar – Washington, Jan. 2004
- Brazilian Symposium, Aug 2004 – International symposium on experi-
mental unsat. soils research  – Trento June 2005 
- session required if possible in Osaka 2005 
- int. conf. unsat.soils – Phoenix April 2006. 

yes 

TC8 Frost geotechnics 
S. Saarelainen, Finland 

Present: - no major events (Zurich 2003) 

Planned:- Osaka 2005/Quebec 2005 meetings 
-
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TC No Title and Chairman Main Activities 
Discussion 

platform on 
the Web 

TC9
Earth reinforcement 
H. Ochiai, Japan 

Present: 
- actively organising meetings and workshops 
- future Journal sponsoring – in co-operation with TC17 

Planned:
- many activities (meetings) planned ERC / Panam / AfrRC / Anz/ 

yes 

TC10
Geophysical testing in geo-
technical engineering. 
R. Massarsch, Sweden 

Present: - developing interactive website 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in ERC / Hong Kong 2003 / Int.Conf.Site Charact. 
2004 / Osaka2005 

yes 

TC16
Ground properties from in 
situ testing 
P. Mayne, USA 

Present: 
- organising activities linked to set up of internat. conference on Site Char-
acterisation in 2004 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in PANAM / Orlando 2004 / (Geosupport conf)  
/Porto ISC 2004 / Osaka 2005 

yes 

TC17 Ground improvement 
J.M. Debats, France 

Present: - starting meeting only in New Orleans – Feb. 8,  2003 

Planned: - No info as far 
-

TC18
Deep foundations 
A. Holeyman, Belgium 
R. Katzenbach, Germany 

Present: 
- meeting in June 2002 – DFI conference 
- joint activity with Irex –co-ordination of LCPC –  prediction events – 
July 2202 
- meeting during BAPIV – June 4, 2003 

Planned:
- session in ERC – Prague 
- plans for meeting in Jan 2004, Washington
- stress – wave Conf. and TC18 meeting possibly in Sept. 2004 / 
 Osaka 2005 

no

TC19
Preservation of historic sites 
C. Viggiani, Italy 
C. Tsatsanifos, Greece 

Present: - meetings in Toulouse / Naples  2002 

Planned:
- meeting in St. Petersburg Sept.2003 
- drafting guidelines and discussion scheduled in Athens 2005 meeting es-
tablishing in Naples 

scheduled for 
mid 2003 

TC20
Geotechnics and professional 
practice
J. Bachner, USA 

Present: 
- start of the committee delayed,  according to the chair by “a crisis in pro-
fessionalism in the US”! 
- no TC actions so far 

Planned: - No info 

-

TC23
Limit state design in geotech-
nical engineering practice 
Y. Honjo, Japan 

Present: 
- very active in organising meetings and workshops 
  in IWS Kamakura 02/ 

Planned:
- organising a specialty session in Osaka 2005 
- workshop in Panam2003 /workshop in ARC 2003 

-

TC28
Underground construction in 
soft ground conditions 
R. Mair, UK 

Present: 
- meeting in Istanbul 
- co-sponsor of a symposium in Toulouse, (with French tunnelling assoc.) 
– October 2002 

Planned:
- regional workshop in Budapest – Sept. 2004 
- intern. Symposium in Amsterdam in June, 2005 
- establishing closer links with Int.Soc.of Trenchless technology 
- national reports on the topic will be prepared by Osaka 2005  

no

But would like 
to develop in 
the future 

TC29

Laboratory stress strain 
strength testing of geomateri-
als 
R. Jardine, UK 

Present: 
- meetings and workshops Lyon 2002/Singapore 02 / London March 2003 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in Lyon, Sept. 2003 
- symposium planned for 2007 in USA 

yes 
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TC No Title and Chairman Main Activities 
Discussion 

platform on 
the Web 

TC31
Education in geotechnical en-
gineering
J.P. Magnan, France 

Present: No info 

Planned: No info 
-

TC32
Engineering practice of risk 
assessment and managemen 
F. Nadim,Norway 

Present: 
- meetings in Graz Sept. 2001/ 
- work on glossary ”risk” terminology almost accomplished 

Planned:
- developing guidelines, glossary and bibliography 
- assembling an extensive set of case studies 
- assembling a set of course notes with sponsoring of prediction symposia 

yes 

TC33 Geotechnics of soil erosion 
J.L. Briaud, USA 

Present: 
- active in organising meetings, workshops and 
  symposia : Texas Nov. 2002 

Planned:
- ICSE-2 Singapore 2004 
- they ask for exposure of this TC in Osaka – special lecture???

yes 

TC34
Prediction methods in large 
strain geomechanics 
F. Oka, Japan 

Present: 
- meeting in Minneapolis 2002 
- proceedings on workshop in Athens under preparation 

Planned:
- Sept.03/in ERC 03/Athens 03 
- co-sponsoring the workshop on geotechn. X-Ray  -Nov.03 
- co-sponsoring symposium case histories, April 2004 
- organising symp. in Beijing 2004 
- discussion session in Osaka 2005 

yes 

TC35
Geotechnics of particulate 
media 
M. Bolton, UK 

Present: 
- no committee meetings as far 
- actions on creating sub-groups for future initiatives (Japan, US and UK) 

Planned:
- workshop in Cambridge, possibly Sept. 2004 
- co-operation in Stuttgart seminar, July 2005 
- meeting planned in Osaka 2005 + int. symp. in Japan in2006 

Will be estab-
lished in sum-
mer 2003 

TC36
Foundation engineering in 
difficult soft soil conditions 
G. Auvinet, Mexico 

Present: 
- meeting in Mexico City 2002, establishing 6 task forces 
- proceedings of simultaneous  workshop available 

Planned: - meetings scheduled at PANAM and at ERC 

Under prepara-
tion

TC37

Interactive geotechnical de-
sign
A. Szavits, Croatia 
H. Brandl, Austria 

Present: 
- meeting in Oct. 02 in Hvar 
- work on the collection of relevant well documented case histories 

Planned: - workshop scheduled in Prague ERC 

yes 

JTC1

Landslides
R. Fell, Australia 

(JTCstatus with ISRM/IAEG) 

Present: 
- meeting in Naples –May 03 
- preparatory work on the organising of the themes and interaction of JTC1 
in the ISL 2004 (Rio) 

Planned:
- discussions on organising: 
- Int.conf.landslide hazard zonation and risk assessment in 2004 
- scheduled workshop on “very large” landslides 
- training courses to be organised for young professionals 

no

TC No Title and Chairman Main Activities 
Discussion 

platform on 
the Web 

TC9
Earth reinforcement 
H. Ochiai, Japan 

Present: 
- actively organising meetings and workshops 
- future Journal sponsoring – in co-operation with TC17 

Planned:
- many activities (meetings) planned ERC / Panam / AfrRC / Anz/ 

yes 

TC10
Geophysical testing in geo-
technical engineering. 
R. Massarsch, Sweden 

Present: - developing interactive website 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in ERC / Hong Kong 2003 / Int.Conf.Site Charact. 
2004 / Osaka2005 

yes 

TC16
Ground properties from in 
situ testing 
P. Mayne, USA 

Present: 
- organising activities linked to set up of internat. conference on Site Char-
acterisation in 2004 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in PANAM / Orlando 2004 / (Geosupport conf)  
/Porto ISC 2004 / Osaka 2005 

yes 

TC17 Ground improvement 
J.M. Debats, France 

Present: - starting meeting only in New Orleans – Feb. 8,  2003 

Planned: - No info as far 
-

TC18
Deep foundations 
A. Holeyman, Belgium 
R. Katzenbach, Germany 

Present: 
- meeting in June 2002 – DFI conference 
- joint activity with Irex –co-ordination of LCPC –  prediction events – 
July 2202 
- meeting during BAPIV – June 4, 2003 

Planned:
- session in ERC – Prague 
- plans for meeting in Jan 2004, Washington
- stress – wave Conf. and TC18 meeting possibly in Sept. 2004 / 
 Osaka 2005 

no

TC19
Preservation of historic sites 
C. Viggiani, Italy 
C. Tsatsanifos, Greece 

Present: - meetings in Toulouse / Naples  2002 

Planned:
- meeting in St. Petersburg Sept.2003 
- drafting guidelines and discussion scheduled in Athens 2005 meeting es-
tablishing in Naples 

scheduled for 
mid 2003 

TC20
Geotechnics and professional 
practice
J. Bachner, USA 

Present: 
- start of the committee delayed,  according to the chair by “a crisis in pro-
fessionalism in the US”! 
- no TC actions so far 

Planned: - No info 

-

TC23
Limit state design in geotech-
nical engineering practice 
Y. Honjo, Japan 

Present: 
- very active in organising meetings and workshops 
  in IWS Kamakura 02/ 

Planned:
- organising a specialty session in Osaka 2005 
- workshop in Panam2003 /workshop in ARC 2003 

-

TC28
Underground construction in 
soft ground conditions 
R. Mair, UK 

Present: 
- meeting in Istanbul 
- co-sponsor of a symposium in Toulouse, (with French tunnelling assoc.) 
– October 2002 

Planned:
- regional workshop in Budapest – Sept. 2004 
- intern. Symposium in Amsterdam in June, 2005 
- establishing closer links with Int.Soc.of Trenchless technology 
- national reports on the topic will be prepared by Osaka 2005  

no

But would like 
to develop in 
the future 

TC29

Laboratory stress strain 
strength testing of geomateri-
als 
R. Jardine, UK 

Present: 
- meetings and workshops Lyon 2002/Singapore 02 / London March 2003 

Planned:
- meetings scheduled in Lyon, Sept. 2003 
- symposium planned for 2007 in USA 

yes 
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APPENDIX 2 – REGIONAL REPORTS BY VICE-
PRESIDENTS 

AFRICAN REGION – P DAY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises the activities within the African Region 
for the period since the previous Council Meeting in Istanbul to 
the end of May 2003 and gives details of planned events. 

2 ACTIVITIES 

2.1 1st African YGE Conference 

The First African Young Geotechnical Engineers conference 
was held at the Aquarium in Swakopmund, Namibia from 14th 
to 17th April 2003.  The theme was “Mining and Civil Geo-
technics – Foundations for an African Tomorrow”.  The event, 
which was hosted by the South African Member Society, was 
attended by just under fifty delegates.  Approximately 80% of 
the delegates were from South Africa and Namibia with the re-
mainder from the rest of Africa.  The standard of the presenta-
tions throughout the conference was exceptionally high and the 
enthusiasm of the young geotechnical engineers from the Re-
gion was clearly evident. 

Unfortunately, the Tunisian delegate was prevented from at-
tending the conference by over-zealous Namibian immigration 
officials. 

Three prizes were awarded by the South African Member 
Society, two to South Africans and one to a delegate from “the 
rest of Africa”.  The prize for the best paper went to David 
Johns (a post-graduate student) and for the best presentation to 
Julian Venter (a graduate engineer).  Emrich Hamman from 
Mali was awarded the prize for the best contribution from the 
rest of Africa.  The three prize winners each receive a subsidy 
of approximately 1000 Euro to attend the second Young Geo-
technical Engineers conference in Romania later this year. 

With the influence of geology clearly imprinted on the dra-
matic landscape, Namibia proved to be an excellent venue for 
this conference.  Supporting activities included a trip into the 
Namib Desert, fish BBQ on the beach, sand-boarding and quad 
biking on the dunes and a visit to the Rossing Uranium Mine. 

2.2 IAEG Congress and Council Meeting 

The International Association of Engineering Geologists’ Con-
gress and Council Meeting was held in Durban, South Africa, in 
September 2002.  The Vice President for Africa represented the 
President of the ISSMGE at the Council meeting.  Briefly, the 
highlights of the meeting were: 
South American participation in the International Symposium 
on Landslides 
The definition of the roles of geotechnical engineers and engi-
neering geologists 
The way in which the IAEG is structured and the budget is 
spent. 

2.3 ISO TC182/SC1 Meeting 

A meeting of ISO TC182/SC1 (Geotechnical Investigation and 
Testing) was held during the IAEG Congress.  Although this 
two day meeting was poorly attended, considerable progress 
was made. 

2.4 World Summit 

The World Summit for Sustainable Development was held in 
Johannesburg from 26 August – 4 September 2002.  The ISS-
MGE was an accredited “Major Group” and was represented at 
the Summit by Hywel Thomas of Cardiff University (Organiser 
of the next International Conference on Environmental Geo-
technics) and by the Vice President for Africa.  Dr Thomas’s 
report was circulated after the event.  He concludes that there is 
a need for better education in Sustainable Development in the 
geotechnical profession.  Furthermore, geotechnical practitio-
ners will have to become more aware of the need to accommo-
date sustainable development in their general remit in much the 
same way as environmental considerations have been over the 
past decade or so. 

3 REPORTS FROM NATIONAL MEMBER SOCIETIES 

3.1 South Africa 

Although the membership of the South African Member Society 
has dipped to just below 350, it remains the largest and most ac-
tive society in the Region. 

During the period under review, the Society organised the 
following seminars, worshops and lectures: 

March 2001 Risk assessment in engineering practice 
May 2001 Piling in problem soils 
October 2001 Ground improvement seminar 
October 2001 1st Jennings Lecture – Progressive and 

retrogressive landslides (Broms) 
March 2002 Large diameter buried pipes – soil struc-

ture interaction 
May 2002 National Home Builders Registration 

Council – geotechnical aspects 
July 2002 New developments in seismic and piezo-

cone testing 
October 2002 Recent developments in slope stabilisa-

tion
November 2002 2nd Jennings Lecture – Foundation De-

sign, research-practice gap (Poulos) 
December 2002 Dolomite workshop 
February 2003 Use of Geogrids in Civil Engineering 
February 2003  Failures, risk and remediation 
May 2003  Compaction of soils 
June 2003 Why so many failures – BS8006 and be-

yond. 

The highlights of the period were the two Jennings Memorial 
Lectures.  The inaugural J.E. Jennings Memorial Lecture on 
“Progressive and Retrogressive Landslides” was delivered by 
Professor Bengt Broms in October 2001.  The second, “Founda-
tion Design:  The Research-Practice Gap”, was delivered by 
Professor Harry Poulos on 20 November 2002. 

A number of site visits to major geotechnical projects were 
undertaken including the Platinum Toll Highway, Marikana 
Platinum Mine, Nelson Mandela Bridge, Constitution Hill 
basement excavation and the Port of Ngqura. 

The South African Member Society has an effective elec-
tronic communications network.  Regular news bulletins are 
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sent out to over two thirds of the registered membership and to 
interested engineers in the Africa Region by e-mail.  The Soci-
ety has a highly informative and well maintained website at 
www.up.ac.za/academic/civil/geodiv/.  Anyone wishing to re-
ceive e-mail new bulletins from the Society should contact the 
Chairman, Dr Nico Vermeulen on vermeulen@jaws.co.za to be 
placed on the external mailing list.  

3.2 Nigerian Member Society 

At the annual general meeting of the Nigerian Geotechnical As-
sociation, the following office bearers were elected: 
 Engr. (Dr.) S.U Ejezie - Chairman 
 Engr. B.I. Ezekiel-Hart - Secretary 
 Mr. B. Obayelu- Treasurer 

The Society is in the process of revising its constitution and 
by-laws in line with that of the International Society and updat-
ing its membership register. 

3.3 Tunisian Member Society 

Communication from Mounir Boussida, Secretary of the Asso-
ciation Tunisienne de Mécanique des Sols indicates that the Tu-
nisian Society has 14 members, a list of names and contact de-
tails was provided. 

Tunisian members presented five papers at international con-
ferences (Istanbul, Nice, Algeria and Fukuoka) and two papers 
at national conferences over the past two years.  Two papers 
have been published in international journals. 

Planned activities include the election of a new committee 
(January 2003), participation in the African Regional YGEC 
(Namibia, 2003), Workshop on Soft Soils (Amsterdam, 2003), 
ECSMGE (Prague, 2003) and 13 ARC SMGE (Marrakech 
2003).

3.4 Ghanaian Member Society 

Recent communication with Dr Kofi Ampadu indicates that the 
Ghanaian Member Society is becoming active again.  They 
hope to send one or two delegates to the IYGEC Conference in 
Romania.

3.5 Egyptian Member Society 

The Egyptian Member Society has submitted a bid to host the 
17th ICSMGE in 2009 in the port city of  Alexandria.  Egypt 
has requested all African Societies to support this bid for what 
will be the first ISSMGE International Conference on African 
soil.  The vote will take place at the Prague Council Meeting in 
August.  All Member Societies are reminded that their dues 
must be paid before they are entitled to vote.  Proxy votes may 
be cast by the Vice President or other Council Representatives 
in the event of the Member Society not being represented at the 
meeting.

3.6 Remainder of Region 

Despite every effort to make contact with the remaining socie-
ties in the region, response has been disappointing.  Mr. Michel 
Gambin’s assistance in maintaining contact with the Franco-
phone countries has been invaluable. 

4 PLANNED REGIONAL ACTIVITIES 

4.1 13th African Regional Conference 

The 13th African Regional Conference is to be held in Marra-
kech, Morocco, in December 2003.  At the time of writing, au-
thors have been advised of acceptance of abstracts and the due 
date for the final submission of papers has passed.  Details of 
this conference may be obtained from the conference website 
www.emi.ac.ma/~13CRA. 

A meeting of the African Region will be held at this confer-
ence for the purposes of selecting the venue for the 14th Re-
gional Conference and obtaining nominations for the next Vice-
President for Africa.

4.2 Sister Societies 

The International Society of Rock Mechanics Congress titled 
“Technology Road Map for Rock Mechanics” will be held in 
Sandton, north of Johannesburg, from 8th to 12th September 
2003.  The ISSMGE will be represented by the Vice President 
for Africa. 

The 3rd International Conference on Mining and Industrial 
Waste takes place in February 2004, also in Sandton. 

ASIAN REGION – F TATSUOKA 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises the important recent and planned activi-
ties in the Asian Region after the board meeting November 
2002 at Kruger Park.

2 MEMBERSHIP 

2.1 Hong Kong and SEA Society: 

The geotechnical engineers group in Hong Kong formally pro-
posed to become a member society of the ISSMGE to the Secre-
tary General. They will explain their wish and the background 
for this proposal to the other Asian members at the meeting of 
the representatives of the Asian member societies on Tuesday 5 
August (12ARC venue).  A voting on this proposal will be 
made in the next council meeting on 24th in Prague (12ERC 
venue).

3 12TH ARC (4-8 AUGUST 2003 IN SINGAPORE) 

3.1 Bulletin No.2 
(http://www.eng.nus.edu.sg/civil/conf/12ARC/): 

This was released early this April.  The details of the conference 
structures, including the scientific program, the chairpersons of 
the sessions and so on, have been fixed.  Some important infor-
mation is as follows: 

A number of sessions will be sponsored and organised by 
Asian Technical Committees and the ISSMGE TCs that are 
chaired by the members from the Asian Regions (TC2 on 
physical modelling; TC9 on earth reinforcement; TC23 on 
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This report summarises the activities within the African Region 
for the period since the previous Council Meeting in Istanbul to 
the end of May 2003 and gives details of planned events. 
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2.1 1st African YGE Conference 

The First African Young Geotechnical Engineers conference 
was held at the Aquarium in Swakopmund, Namibia from 14th 
to 17th April 2003.  The theme was “Mining and Civil Geo-
technics – Foundations for an African Tomorrow”.  The event, 
which was hosted by the South African Member Society, was 
attended by just under fifty delegates.  Approximately 80% of 
the delegates were from South Africa and Namibia with the re-
mainder from the rest of Africa.  The standard of the presenta-
tions throughout the conference was exceptionally high and the 
enthusiasm of the young geotechnical engineers from the Re-
gion was clearly evident. 

Unfortunately, the Tunisian delegate was prevented from at-
tending the conference by over-zealous Namibian immigration 
officials. 

Three prizes were awarded by the South African Member 
Society, two to South Africans and one to a delegate from “the 
rest of Africa”.  The prize for the best paper went to David 
Johns (a post-graduate student) and for the best presentation to 
Julian Venter (a graduate engineer).  Emrich Hamman from 
Mali was awarded the prize for the best contribution from the 
rest of Africa.  The three prize winners each receive a subsidy 
of approximately 1000 Euro to attend the second Young Geo-
technical Engineers conference in Romania later this year. 

With the influence of geology clearly imprinted on the dra-
matic landscape, Namibia proved to be an excellent venue for 
this conference.  Supporting activities included a trip into the 
Namib Desert, fish BBQ on the beach, sand-boarding and quad 
biking on the dunes and a visit to the Rossing Uranium Mine. 

2.2 IAEG Congress and Council Meeting 

The International Association of Engineering Geologists’ Con-
gress and Council Meeting was held in Durban, South Africa, in 
September 2002.  The Vice President for Africa represented the 
President of the ISSMGE at the Council meeting.  Briefly, the 
highlights of the meeting were: 
South American participation in the International Symposium 
on Landslides 
The definition of the roles of geotechnical engineers and engi-
neering geologists 
The way in which the IAEG is structured and the budget is 
spent. 

2.3 ISO TC182/SC1 Meeting 

A meeting of ISO TC182/SC1 (Geotechnical Investigation and 
Testing) was held during the IAEG Congress.  Although this 
two day meeting was poorly attended, considerable progress 
was made. 

2.4 World Summit 

The World Summit for Sustainable Development was held in 
Johannesburg from 26 August – 4 September 2002.  The ISS-
MGE was an accredited “Major Group” and was represented at 
the Summit by Hywel Thomas of Cardiff University (Organiser 
of the next International Conference on Environmental Geo-
technics) and by the Vice President for Africa.  Dr Thomas’s 
report was circulated after the event.  He concludes that there is 
a need for better education in Sustainable Development in the 
geotechnical profession.  Furthermore, geotechnical practitio-
ners will have to become more aware of the need to accommo-
date sustainable development in their general remit in much the 
same way as environmental considerations have been over the 
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3.1 South Africa 

Although the membership of the South African Member Society 
has dipped to just below 350, it remains the largest and most ac-
tive society in the Region. 

During the period under review, the Society organised the 
following seminars, worshops and lectures: 

March 2001 Risk assessment in engineering practice 
May 2001 Piling in problem soils 
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March 2002 Large diameter buried pipes – soil struc-
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June 2003 Why so many failures – BS8006 and be-

yond. 

The highlights of the period were the two Jennings Memorial 
Lectures.  The inaugural J.E. Jennings Memorial Lecture on 
“Progressive and Retrogressive Landslides” was delivered by 
Professor Bengt Broms in October 2001.  The second, “Founda-
tion Design:  The Research-Practice Gap”, was delivered by 
Professor Harry Poulos on 20 November 2002. 

A number of site visits to major geotechnical projects were 
undertaken including the Platinum Toll Highway, Marikana 
Platinum Mine, Nelson Mandela Bridge, Constitution Hill 
basement excavation and the Port of Ngqura. 

The South African Member Society has an effective elec-
tronic communications network.  Regular news bulletins are 
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limit state design; ATC3 on Geotechnology for natural haz-
ards; ATC7 on thick deltaic deposit; ATC9 on protection of 
cultural heritage from landslides and weathering; ATC11 on 
geotechnical consultancy; and ATC12 on near-shore geo-
technical engineering in Asia) 
Over 230 papers (a record for ARC) have been sent to the 

publisher to be included in Proceedings Vol. 1. 

3.2 SARS problem: 

After a number of meetings of the Organising committee (in-
cluding one meeting with the vice President April 1003 in To-
kyo) and correspondences, the organising committee and the 
vice President Asia have decided that 12ARC will go ahead as 
scheduled.  As of the end of the May, Singapore SARS situation 
has significantly improved.  However, it is also true that the 
SARS situation is still a problem for certain Asian cities/places 
and there are still restrictions imposed by some countries on 
travelling to Singapore. We are expecting that these restrictions 
will be lifted well before the 12ARC. 

3.3 Meeting of the representatives of the Asian member 
societies 

(5:30 pm to 7:30 pm on Tuesday 5 August in Meeting Room at 
Level 8 of Mandarin Hotel, 12ARC venue).  The important 
items of the agenda are: 
 a) Proposals and voting for the venue of the 13ARC 2007 
(India and Iran). 
 b) Preliminary discussion on the next Vice President Asia. 
 c) YGE Asia 2004 (Taipei, SEAGS). 

4 16TH ICSMGE 2005 IN OSAKA, JAPAN 

4.1 Bulletin No. 1 (distributed at the Board meeting): 

It has been released this May. 

4.2 Proceedings: 

The following format is being proposed by the organisation 
committee: 
a)  In total 2,800 pages: 
 - 2,400 pages for technical papers (four pages times 600 pa-
pers).
 - 400 pages for invited lectures and record of the conference 
b)  Distribution: 
 - On site of the conference: Vol. 1 (invited lectures) and 
Vols. 2-4 (technical papers). 
(1) CD of Vols. 1-4 and hard copy of Vol.1 for all the partici-
pants.
(2) Hard copy of Vols. 2-4 by additional payment. 
 - After conference: Vol. 5 (record of conference including 
discussions).
(1) CD for all the participants. 
(2) Hard copy by additional payment. 

5 THE FIFTH YGEC IN ASIA 

5.1 General:

The 5th Asian YGEC will be hosted by Taiwan Geotechnical 
Society.  The 5th Asian YGEC was originally planned to be 
held in 2003, and later has been shifted to 2004 since an interna-
tional YGEC will be held in 2003 in Romania. The details will 
be discussed in Singapore this August.

5.2 Organization:

Taiwan Geotechnical Society (TGS) (Dr. Fushu Jeng  
fsjeng@ntu.edu.tw)

5.3 Support from the ISSMGE: 

ISSMGE has provided GBP 1500 for the Asian YGEC in Seoul, 
Korea and GBP 2000 for the European YGEC in Bulgaria.  The 
vice President wrote a letter to Dr. Jeng to draw up a budget in-
dicating what sponsorship the organising committee may get 
from other sources and thus justifying the need for ISSMGE 
support.

6 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES AND SYMPOSIA IN 
THE ASIAN REGION 

6.1 The International Geosynthetics Society (IGS) 

The IGS will hold the following two international conferences 
in the Asian region in coming years: 
1) GeoAsia 2003 on Geosynthetics; 2003, Seoul. 
2) 8th International Conference on Geosynthetics; 2006, Tokyo.  
The chairman of the organising committee is Tatsuoka,F. (the 
chairman of the Japan Chapter of IGS).  The ISSMGE is sup-
posed to co-sponsor this conference 

6.2 Other local international conferences within the 
framework of ISSMGE 

Japanese GS:
- IS-Okayama (Okayama, May 2003), International Symposium 
on “Groundwater Problems related to Geo-Environment”, 
chaired by Prof. Y. Kono. 
- First Japan-USA Workshop on Testing, Modelling and Simu-
lation in Geomechanics (Boston, June 2003), planned based on 
the AGREEMENT OF COOPERATION Between Geo-Institute 
of ASCE of the United States of America and Japanese Geo-
technical Society signed in 2002.3, co-sponsored by NSF& 
JSPS; and coordinated by Tatsuoka,F. (Japan) and Yamamuro,J. 
(USA).
- First Japan-China Geotechnical Symposium (Beijing, Oct. 
2003); about 60 technical papers collected. 
- IS-Osaka (Osaka, June 2004), International Symposium on 
“Engineering Practice and Performance of Soft Deposits”, by 
Prof. T. Matsui 

Indian GS: 
- Indian Geotechnical Conference 2002, Allahabad, December 
2002
- Indian Geotechnical Conference 2003, IIT-Roorkee, 18-20 
December 2003 
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- A two day workshop on “Forensic Geotechnical Engineering”, 
28 Feb. – 01 March, Chennai, organised by De Rao,V.V.S. 

Sri Lankan GS:
- One day conference on Ground Improvement Techniques, 7 
May 2002 
- Young GE conference, 7 May 2002 

Nepal GS:
- One day seminar on “Geotechnical Aspects for the Infrastruc-
ture Development in Nepal”, 1 April 2003, Kathmandu. 

Hong Kong:
- One day seminar (HKIE Geotechnical Division Annual Semi-
nar) on “Case Histories in Geotechnical Engineering”. 9 May 
2003.

AUSTRALASIAN REGION – G MURRAY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises the issues and events of importance to 
the Australasian Region for the period August 2001 - August 
2003.

2 MEMBER SOCIETY MANAGEMENT 

2.1 Australia

The AGS membership has remained steady. 
The journal, Australian Geomechanics, is being published 

four times a year and contains excellent technical papers. Last 
year we published 5 issues as a result of the extra issue for the 
Landslide Risk Management seminar proceedings (Vol 37, Is-
sue No2). 

The preparation of past issues of Australian Geomechanics, 
and its forebears, into electronic format has advanced well. 
Members of the National Committee will be asked to determine 
the next stage for this project, the expected market volume and 
an appropriate price structure for the CD package. 

Engineers Australia, through Associate Director Registration 
Michael Bevan, has approached AGS to consider contributing 
to the development of a NPER category covering landslide risk 
management. Given the introduction of Landslide Risk Man-
agement (LRM) into government legislation (SEPP73 by Plan-
ning NSW and Victorian Alpine Resorts Erosion Management 
Overlay by Vic Dept of Infrastructure) the need for Chartered 
status (CPEng, CPGeo and RPGeo) with LRM competencies 
will enforce the need for this NPER category. 

The AGS currently has representation by 10 members on 6 
Standards Australia committees. Standards Australia is seeking 
AGS representation on another 4 committees – BD-098 Design 
of Segmental Pavers; CE-015 Site Investigation; CE-026 Con-
crete Box culverts; and CE-027 Earthworks. There will be a call 
for nominations to be advertised in the next issue of Australian 
Geomechanics. 

The presentation of The Rankine Lecture Downunder has 
been delayed due to the need for David Potts to undergo ortho-
paedic surgery. The Lecture will be planned for mid-2003, sub-
ject to David Potts’ health. 

The Sydney Chapter prize, The Poulos Lecture, this year has 
been awarded to Dr Warwick Prebble of Auckland University. 
Warwick is internationally recognised for his contribution to 
engineering geology. Sydney Chapter is sponsoring Warwick to 
Sydney for his presentation of The Poulos Lecture. The New-

castle, Tasmanian, Victorian, South Australian and West Aus-
tralian Chapters, together with the National Committee, are 
funding extensions of Warwick’s presentation throughout Aus-
tralia during April. 

The Trollope Medal was presented to Dr Glen Peters on 18 
March, 2003, at a Chapter meeting in Newcastle. 

The National Chairman, on behalf of AGS, contributed to 
the panel hearing of the Victorian Alpine Resorts management 
scheme, which has been developed under the aegis of the Victo-
rian Department of Infrastructure. In addition, AGS has com-
mented in a similar vein on a draft Geotechnical Policy prepared 
by Planning NSW, State Environmental Planning Policy No 73 
- Kosciusko Ski Resorts (SEPP73). 

On Wednesday 26 March, The National President of Engi-
neers Australia hosted an event at Parliament House in Canberra 
– “Connecting Engineering with Parliament” – with the inten-
tion of fostering relations with all members of the national 
parliament. AGS took the opportunity to meet with the Hon 
Wilson Tuckey, Minister for Regional Services, Territories and 
Local Government. It was the latter portfolio that was of interest 
– for funding of the Landslide Taskforce in the development of 
guidelines.

Engineers Australia has signed a contract with the Australian 
Building Codes Board for the development of a guideline to be 
referenced by the Building Code of Australia. This follows from 
several recommendations by Coroner Hand in his report on the 
Thredbo Landslide Inquiry. Our Society has carriage of this on 
behalf of Engineers Australia. Preliminary activities of the 
Steering Committee are underway. The Steering Committee 
consists of: Max Ervin (providing Victorian geotechnical input), 
Prof Russell Bridge (structural engineering input), Angus 
Gordon (General Manager of Pittwater Council, providing local 
government input), Lam Pham (of CSIRO, representing the 
ABCB) and the National Chairman of AGS. 

Bruce Walker, Chairman of the AGS LRM Sub-Committee, 
has accepted the National Chairman’s request to re-establish the 
sub-committee with the specific task to develop a Practice Note 
covering the performance targets for LRM assessments. 

2.2 New Zealand 

2.2.1 Society Activities 2001-2003: 
The NZGS membership has increased by nearly 5% to 473 over 
the 2001-2003 period 
Successful branch meetings have been held at regular intervals 
in 5 regions around the country (Auckland, Waikato/Bay of 
Plenty, Wellington, Canterbury and Otago) 
The NZGS successfully hosted the ANZ Young Geotechnical 
Professionals Conference in Rotorua in March 2002.  The Na-
tional Society has Local Technical Committees currently active 
on the following issues:- 

Section 36 of the Building Act – planning consents for build-
ings in hazardous terrain. 
Expansive Soils 
Draft Standard DZ 4404 – Sub-divisions and earthworks 
The NZ Guidelines for Soil and Rock Description - currently 
under revision. 
A Guideline for the Use and Application of Hand Held Shear 
Vanes has been completed and issued. 
A proposal to establish a Local Technical Committee on 
Ground Anchorages is being considered. 
The National Society organised the 16th NZ Geotechnical Soci-
ety Symposium in Tauranga in March 2003. The theme of the 
symposium was Geotechnics on the Volcanic Edge and it was 
attended more than 170 delegates. Professor Kenji Ishihara was 
the keynote speaker. 
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Prof. Ishihara also spoke at the Auckland and Christchurch 
branches of the Society whilst in the country. 
Workshops on Soil and Rock Descriptions, Engineering Geol-
ogy and Serviceability Limit State Design were held in conjunc-
tion with the Symposium   During the period 2001 – 3 other vis-
iting international speakers to NZ have included Prof Idriss, 
John Turner, Bob Schuster and Max Ervin. 
The Society’s web page is well established and is continuously 
updated.
2002 Geomechanics Awards was won by Dr Warwick Prebble 
for his keynote lecture “Hazardous Terrain – An Engineering 
Geological Perspective”. 

3 CONFERENCE 

3.1 9th ANZ Geomechanics Conference – Auckland 2004 

The planning for this event is gathering momentum under the 
conference title ‘To the eNZ of the Earth’. 
Prof Geoff Martin, University of Southern California, is con-
firmed as keynote speaker.   Other keynote speakers will be re-
cipients of the NZGS Geomechanics Lecture Award and the 
AGS John Jaeger Memorial Award. 
Approximately 120 abstracts have been received. 
The ISSMGE Board has accepted an invitation from the organ-
ising committee and the NZGS to hold a board meeting at the 
conference venue. 
A combined meeting of NZGS and AGS management commit-
tees has been included in the programme. 
An informal dinner will be held for invited members of the 
NZGS, AGS and ISSMGE on the Monday evening.  

3.2 6th ANZ YGP Conference – Brisbane 2004 

Planning has commenced in preparation for the next ANZ YGP 
Conference in Brisbane in 2004. Karen Allan, with the support 
of Golder Associates in this endeavour, will chair the organising 
committee and has developed a business plan for the event.

The second Young Geotechnical Engineers (YGP) Interna-
tional Conference is to be held in Romania in September 2003. 
The winner of the second AGS Don Douglas Youth Overseas 
Fellowship, Chris Bozinovski will be attending the conference 
as the first AGS nominee. Two further delegates from the AGS 
will be attending, Susan Gourvenec and Jim Finlayson. The 
winner of the NZGS/EQC International YGP Award, Steven 
Price will be attending the conference as the NZGS nominee. 

4 TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

4.1 JTC1 Joint Committee on Landslides and Engineered 
Slopes

The following is a brief report on the activities of JTC1 hosted 
by the AGS and Chaired by Professor Robin Fell. Terms of ref-
erence are:- 

a. Discussing, advancing and developing the science and en-
gineering of landslides and engineered soil and rock 
slopes. 

b. Encouraging the collaboration of those who practise in soil 
mechanics, rock mechanics, engineering geology, mining 
engineering, geomorphology and geography; as applied to 
landslides in natural and engineered slopes. 

c. Fostering and organising Conferences, Symposia and 
Workshops, including the International Symposia on Land-
slides, which are held at four-year intervals. 

d. Contributing to the International Congresses and Confer-
ences of the ISSMGE, IAEG and ISRM. 

e. Fostering the development, and implementation into the 
community, landslide hazard identification, monitoring, 
modelling, risk assessment techniques, risk tolerance crite-
ria, and landslide risk management. 

f. Fostering the organisation of training schools, and prepara-
tion of guidelines, and codes of good practice to allow the 
transfer and implementation into general practice of new 
developments.

The committee will meet in Naples on 11th May 2003. 
Planning for ISL 2004 to be held in Rio de Janeiro is well 

advanced, with keynote lecturers, other invited speakers and 
session chairs selected. The symposium website is 
http://www.abms.com.br/. 

Other proposals for activities of this JTC include:- 

Conference on Landslide Hazard Zoning, Risk Assessment and 
Management for Natural and Constructed Slopes (Involvement 
of TC32, Technical Committee on Risk Assessment and Man-
agement) 
Workshop on Very Large Landslides   Workshop on travel dis-
tance and velocity modelling 
Training short courses for young professionals and/or develop-
ing countries 
Guides to good practice
Landslide databases (USGS database) 

EUROPEAN REGION – P SÊCO E PINTO 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report, to be submitted for the Prague Council, covers the 
activities of the European Member Societies related with the pe-
riod September 2001 to June 2003. 

Also the ISSMGE Technical Committees and European Re-
gion Technical Committees activities are analysed. 

The Workshops that will take in Prague during the XIII th 
European Conference, the meetings with the Societies, and the 
European Council meetings are addressed. 

2 SUMMARY OF EUROPEAN GEOTECHNICAL 
ACTIVITIES 

ALBANIA GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers: 
Chairman: Prof. Luljeta Bozo 
Secretary: Eng. Neritan Shkodrani 
The Albania Geotechnical Society has only 22 members of 

ISSMGE. The Society has organised workshops related with “A 
deep technical interpretation of Eurocode 7” and with “New 
techniques of foundation and soils reinforcement and specially 
geotechnics materials”.

Some support of ISSMGE will be needed to organise future 
international events. 

AUSTRIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE

Principal office bearers: 
Chairman: .Univ.Prof.Dipl.-Ing.Dr.techn.Dr.h.c. Heinz Brandl 

Vice-Chairman: Hon.Prof.SR Dipl.-IngDr.techn. Lothar Martak 
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Secretary: Ass.Prof. Dipl.-Ing.Dr.techn. Manfred Fross 
The Austrian National Committee of ISSMGE has 100 

members. 
On 26/27 February 2001 took place the 3rd Austrian Geo-

technical Conference with the prestigious "Vienna Terzaghi 
Lecture delivered by Prof. Dr. Robert Mair, University of Cam-
bridge, UK, Title: “Tunnelling in soft ground in urban areas.” 

On September 2002 the president, Prof. H. Brandl chaired 
the Training Course for Geosynthetics at the 7th World Confer-
ence of IGS in NICE, thus underlining the close co-operation 
between ISSMGE and IGS. 

On 24/25th February 2003 took place the Vienna Terzaghi 
Lecture delivered by Prof. Dr. K. Rainer Massarsch, GEO-
Engineering AB, Sweden; Title: Geotechnics for saving historic 
buildings).

From 2002 to 2003 the society's activities focus on an inten-
sifying of the contacts with road and railway engineering in or-
der to emphasize the importance of soil mechanics and geotech-
nical engineering in this specific fields. 

Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees related with 
TC 3 “Geotechnics of Pavements” and co-chairing TC 37 
“Practice of active geotechnical design case histories”: Prof. 
Heinz Brandl. Also participation in the European Technical 
Committees. 

Periodical Journals: ÖIAZ – Österreichische Ingenieur- und 
Architekten-Zeitschrift (Journal of the ÖIAV) with contribu-
tions of the society-members. 

Other Publications: Jubilee Volume: “Reports on Geotechni-
cal Engineering, Soil Mechanics and Rock Engineering” in 
celebration of 75th anniversary of K. v. Terzaghi’s “Erdbau-
mechanik” and 60th birthday of o.Univ.Prof.Dr.techn.Dr.h.c. 
Heinz BRANDL, 2000/2001. 

Further planned activities:
Österreichsche Geotechniktagung on 21st/22nd February 

2005 in Vienna (ÖIAV). 

AZERBAIJAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SMFE 

Principal office bearers
President:
Secretary: Prof. M. B. Akhundov  

- ISSMGE Membership: 13  
No information about the activities. 

GROUPEMENT BELGE DE MÉCANIQUE DE SOL ET DE 
LA GÉOTECHNIQUE (GBMS) 

Principal office bearers
President: A. Holeyman (UCL) 
Vice Presidents: C. Bauduin (Besix) & P. Mengé (Dredging 

International & RUG) 
Secretary ; N. Huybrechts (BBRI) 
Treasurer: G. Simon (MET) 

- National Membership: 86 
- ISSMGE Membership: 80 
- Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003)

15 March 2001: Symposium on screw piles - Installation and 
design in stiff clay (Brussels) 

7 May 2003: 2nd Symposium on screw piles : Screw piles in 
sand – Design and recent developments. 
- Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003)

Lecture of M. Bustamante (LCPC, France) on the concept, 
the design and the control of the foundation works for the TGV 
viaduct at Waremme (B). Lecture given at the occasion of the 
General meeting of the Belgian Member Society of the ISS-
MGE, 18 April 2002. 

Lecture of J. Powell (BRE, UK) on the use of test fields to 
aid the development of interpretation methods of in-situ soil in-
vestigation.  Lecture given at the occasion of the General meet-

ing of the Belgian Member Society of the ISSMGE, 23 April 
2003.
Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: ITC18-Deep 
Foundations (chairman: Prof. A. Holeyman), with core mem-
bers in ITC1, ITC5, ITC17, ITC18, ITC20, ITC32 and members 
in ITC3, ITC4, ITC5, ITC6, ITC8, ITC9, ITC10, ITC16, ITC17, 
ITC19, ITC20, ITC23, ITC28, ITC29, ITC31, ITC34, ITC35 
and JTCC1. 
Participation in European Region Technical Committees: host-
ing ETC3 Piles foundations (chairman Dr. Flor De Cock) and 
participation in ERTC7 and ERTC10. 
Future planned activities (2003-2005):
September/October 2003: Evening sessions on the interpretation 
of CPT tests 
Autumn 2003: Journée d’Etude franco-belge : la Géotechnique 
ferroviaire.

BULGARIAN SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS AND 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING. 

Principal office bearers: 
Chairman: Prof. Georg Stefanoff 
Vice Chairman: Prof. Emil Toshkov 
Secretary: Prof. Trifon Germanov 

National Membership: 79 
 - ISSMGE Membership: 50 
- Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003):
1.  Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering Conference 
devotes to 100 years of birthday of the father of Soil Mechanics 
in Bulgaria Prof. B. Balusheff, 28-29 February 2001; 
2.  60 Years of high technical education in architecture, civil 
engineering and geodesy in Bulgaria, Session on Soil mechanics 
and Geotechnical Engineering, 20 – 23 November 2002. 
- Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003):
XIV European Young Geotechnical Engineering Conference 
2001, Monastery “Sts. Cyricus and Julitta”, Bulgaria, 15-19 
September 2001. 
- Organisation of Seminars and Workshops (2001-2003):
10 May 2001 - Engineering precautions and monitoring of 
“Kardjaly” dam related to complicated geotechnical conditions.  
14 June 2001 - Results from geotechnical study for “Vidin” Da-
nube Bridge. 
22 May 2003 - Geotechnical properties of man made deposits in 
Bulgaria.
- Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003): 
The use the thermal energy by means contacting to soil struc-
tures, by Prof. Heinz Brandl.  
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees ITC1, ITC4, 
ITC5, ITC16, ITC18, ITC19, ITC23, ITC28, ITC31, ITC37 and 
JTCC1.
- Participation in European Region Technical Committees: in a 
preliminary stage. 
- Awards: Dr. techn. H.c. to Prof. Dr. techn. Heinz Brandl. 
- Periodical Journals: Special Sections “Geotechnical Engineer-
ing” in the Bulgarian Journals: “Construction” and “Highway”  
- Other Publications: Proceedings of the Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering Conference devoted to 100 years of 
the birthday Prof. B. Balusheff; Proceedings of the Jubilee Con-
ference “60 Years of high technical education in architecture, 
civil engineering and geodesy in Bulgaria”; Publications for XV 
ICSMGE, Istanbul, 2001, for the XII Danube-European Confer-
ence on SMGE, Passau, 2002, for Vienna-Terzaghi-Lecture”. 
2001, for IV Austrian Conference on Geotechnics, 2002 and for 
XIII ECSMGE, Prague 2003: 6 papers.
Future planned activities (2003-2005):
2003. Geotechnical Engineering Conference devoted to 100 
years of birthday of Prof. V. Minkov, father of Foundation En-
gineering in Bulgaria. 
- Other Important Items: Scientific seminars on different SMGE 
problems – each month. 
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CROATIAN SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS AND 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 

Principal office bearers
President: Mr. Zvonimir Lisac 
Secretary: Prof. Vlasta Szavits-Nossan 

10 Board Members hold regular meetings to discuss Society 
matters. 
National Membership: 215 members
ISSMGE Membership: 125 members 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003)

The 3rd National Conference was held from 2 to 5 October 
2002 on the island of Hvar. The president of ISSMGE, Prof. 
William Van Impe delivered the 3rd Nonveiller Lecture. 

Invited Lectures were held by Profs. Michele Jamiolkowski, 
Roger Frank, Pedro Sêco e Pinto, Snjezana Zima and François 
Schlosser.

There were 145 participants, 15 accompanying persons. 20 
participants came from Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Italy, Portugal, Slovenia and 
the USA. 

Conference Proceedings containing 45 papers, 468 pages, 
were printed in 300 copies. 

A meeting of ISSMGE TC 37, the Technical Committee 
which is hosted by Croatia, was held on 3 October and it was 
decided to change the name of TC 37 into Interactive Geotech-
nical Design. 
Organisation of Seminars and Workshops (2001-2003)

Two workshops were held during the 3rd National Confer-
ence in Hvar on 5 October 2002. The workshop on the Envi-
ronment Protection was chaired by Prof. Pedro Sêco e Pinto, 
and the workshop on Eurocode 7 was chaired by Prof. Roger 
Frank.
Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003)

In the year 2000, the Croatian Society has inaugurated the 
event under the name of The Nonveiller Lecture, thus respecting 
the memory of the late professor Ervin Nonveiller from the 
University of Zagreb, a student of Professor Terzaghi in Vienna.  

The Second Nonveiller Lecture was held by Professor Franjo 
Veri� from the University of Zagreb on 4 December 2001. Two 
topics were covered by the Second Nonveiller Lecture, Experi-
ences from the design of earth dams, and Special problems in 
foundation engineering. A plaque was awarded to Prof. Veri�
by the Croatian Society on this occasion. 

The Third Nonveiller Lecture was held by Professor William 
Van Impe during the 3rd National Conference in Hvar on 3 Oc-
tober. The title of the lecture was Trends and expected devel-
opments in deep foundation engineering. A plaque was awarded 
to Prof. Van Impe by the Croatian Society. 
Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees (since 2001)

17 members of the Croatian SSMGE are members of 14 
TCs. One core member of TC31 on Education in geotechnical 
engineering is from Croatia, and the Croatian SSMGE is host-
ing TC37 on Interactive Geotechnical Design. The co-chairmen 
of TC 37 are Prof. Heinz Brandl from the Vienna Technical 
University and Prof. Antun Szavits-Nossan from the University 
of Zagreb, and the secretary is Prof. Meho-Saša Kova�evi�, also 
from the University of Zagreb. 

A workshop of TC 37 will be held on 24 August 2003 in 
Prague, associated with the XIIIth ECSMGE. 
Participation in European Regional Technical Committees: in a 
preliminary stage with a member in ERTC 12. 
Other Publications: The Croatian Society Newsletter. 
Future planned activities (2003-2005)

The Croatian SSMGE is planning to continue to organize 
Nonveiller Lectures once a year and support the organization of 
seminars for civil engineers as their continuing education. 

The active participation in ISSMGE TCs and in European 
TCs.

The participation in International, European and Danubean 
Conferences organized by ISSMGE has always been supported 
by the Croatian SSMGE. It will continue to be so in the future. 

The 4th National Conference will be organized in 2005. 
The Croatian SSMGE will consider the initiative of the 

Croatian Society for Rock Mechanics to merge to a certain de-
gree and to encourage common activities. 
Other important items

The president of ISSMGE, Professor William Van Impe vis-
ited Croatia from 6 to 9 April 2001. Two meetings were held, 
one with Croatian members of ISSMGE TCs, during which 
Prof. Van Impe gave thorough information on the goals of the 
ISSMGE activities which will be undertaken during the term 
2001-2005. The second meeting was held with Croatian 
SSMGE officials on the future activities of TC37. 

The Vice President of ISSMGE for Europe, Professor Pedro 
Sêco e Pinto visited Croatia between 24 and 28 April 2001. A 
meeting with the Croatian Society Board Members was held, 
during which Prof. Sêco e Pinto informed on the undertaken and 
future ISSMGE activities in Europe. The covered items were 
European TCs, the organization of the 3rd Croatian National 
Conference, for which Prof. Sêco e Pinto provided valuable ad-
vice, and the organization of the 13th Danube-European Con-
ference in Slovenia in 2006. 

Two invited lectures were organized by the Croatian 
SSMGE with the cooperation of the Faculty of Civil Engineer-
ing, University of Zagreb. 

Professor François Schlosser from ENPC-CERMES, France, 
delivered the invited lecture on 12 December 2001 with the title 
Soil nailing: research and practice. 

Professor Pedro Sêco e Pinto delivered the invited lecture on 
24 April 2002 with the title A recent foundation problem: The 
case of the New Tagus Bridge. This was the first lecture trans-
mitted to the University of Split as a videoconference, which 
enabled the interactive communication between the audiences in 
two Croatian cities. 

4 members of the Croatian SSMGE have been chosen for the 
participation in the program of the XIIIth ECSMGE in Prague 
2003, one member for the lead discussion and 3 members for 
invited discussions. One member from Croatia will be in the 
Scientific Committee. 10 abstracts from Croatia have been ac-
cepted.

Two young engineers from Croatia participated in the 14th 
EYGEC in Bulgaria in September 2001. One member from 
Croatia has participated in the 15th EYGEC in Dublin, Ireland, 
from 11 to 14 September 2002. Two young engineers from 
Croatia will attend the Second International YGEC in Mamaia, 
Romania in September 2003. 

CZECH AND SLOVAK NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 
SMGE  

Principal office bearers: 
- Chairman: Prof. Ivan Vanicek; 
- Secretary: Dr. Ivo Herle  

- ISSMGE Membership: 43 
Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003): XIII 
European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical En-
gineering –  Geotechnical Problems with Man-Made and Man 
Influenced Grounds, August 25-28, 2003 (see Bulletin nº2). 
- 6th International Geotechnical Conference – New Methods in 
Geotechnical Engineering, Bratislava, June 23-24, 
2003Bratislava Conference. 
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees and in 

European Region Technical Committees. 
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DANISH GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY 

Principal office bearers: 
- Chairman:
- Secretary: Dr. Jens Brink Clausen 

- ISSMGE Membership: 308 
Activities in DGF from 1st September 2001 to 1st September 
2002

The activities in the Danish Geotechnical Society (encom-
passing members of ISSMGE, ISRM and IAEG) follow the 
trend after the 1995 European Conference held in Copenhagen.

A new series of Bulletins was set in motion and in 
2001/2002 the following bulletins were issued: 

- dgf-Bulletin 15, "Manual for laboratory testing" (in Dan-
ish), authored by members of the Laboratory Committee. 

- dgf-Bulletin 19, "The geology of Copenhagen", is in print. 
- dgf-Bulletin 20, "Advanced theoretical soil mechanics", au-

thored by Prof. Bent Hansen. The Society is very pleased the 
Bent Hansen's fine textbook is published in the bulletin series. It 
contains a 557-page overview of the Danish research in theo-
retical soil mechanics during the last 40 to 50 years. It includes 
theory of plasticity solutions for undrained clay and frictional 
materials together with design procedures for piles and pile 
groups and the basics of water in soils and deformation prob-
lems.  

The production of the Bulletins is very taxing on the mem-
bership as bulletin 16 (Geotechnical properties of Danish soils 
and rocks), bulletin 17 (Handbook in geotechnical design) and 
bulletin 18 (Handbook in foundation engineering) are currently 
under preparation with a wide authorship within the Society. 

In tune to tradition ten well visited Society meetings have 
been held during the year. The meetings vary between half-day 
seminars and evening meetings broadly covering the topic mat-
ter of the three international societies.

A close contact to the other four Nordic geotechnical socie-
ties is maintained by yearly board meetings and liaison officers 
take care of the other international contacts through Council 
meetings and the like. 

Finally, the Society is now almost paperless in that all in-
formation is channeled through the home page of the Society 
(currently being improved and upgraded to include English). 

ESTONIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers: 
- Chairman: Mr. Hardi Torn
- Secretary: Mr Johannes Pello  

- National Membership: 36 
ISSMGE Membership: 36 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003:
XII Estonian Geotechnical Conference, Fev, 2002 
Organisation of Seminars and Workshops (2001-2003) 
Baltic Geotechnics Round Table, November 2001. 
Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: Members for 
ITC18
Future planned activities (2003-2005): Organisation of Baltic 
Geotechnical Conference together with Latvian and Lithuania 
Societies in 2005. 

FINNISH GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers: 
- Secretary: Mr. Hans Rathmayer  

- Membership: 463 members and 32 corporate members 
- ISSMGE Membership: 177 
- General: the past year was the 51st year of activities in the So-
ciety. The Society has the purpose to function as a link between 
professionals working in the field of geotechnics, to promote re-
search in geotechnics, its utilization and education. This purpose 

is realized by organizing meetings, lectures and discussion ses-
sions, courses and excursions, producing and publishing geo-
technical reports and codes, cooperating with geotechnical and 
closely related societies internationally, in the Nordic countries, 
with domestic institutions and with the public domain. 
- Board Meetings: during 2000 the board convened 10 times. 
- Committees of FGS: there were 9 committees active namely: 
Subsoil investigation committee, Frost in geotechnical engineer-
ing, Geosynthetics-committee, Foundation engineering, Piling, 
Environmental geotechnics Soil reinforcement, R & D commit-
tee, Deep mixing, the editing committee for the info-brochure of 
the Society “GEOFOOR” and a committee for the organisation 
of the “Geotechnical Day”. 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003)

The autumn meeting was held in conjunction with the Geo-
technical Day at the Helsinki City Real Estate Department on 
16.11.2001 (13 participants). The change in statutes allowing 
student membership was finally accepted. 

- Gatherings of the Society 
RIL (=Civil Engineers Society) MP -group excursion to 

Salmisaari power plant in Helsinki on 25.10.2001. The coal 
storage plant will be removed and placed in underground cav-
erns. 20 participants. 

RGY (Eng. geological society) autumn excursion. not organ-
ised in 2001. 

Autumn thematic afternoon in the districts (1.11.2001) was 
organised in Tampere by Pekka Vallius. The topic was noise 
protection walls alongside roads. 40 participants.

Geotechnical day (15.11.2001) at Satakunta-House in Hel-
sinki. Topics: New funding and contracting methods. Geotech-
nics in the media. Dissemination of research results. Solutions 
in environmental geotechnics. Moisture problems at ground 
floors. 150 participants. Chm.: Eero Timonen. 
- International cooperation: International and Nordic coopera-
tion was practiced by participating in conferences, in the work 
of technical committees and by inviting lecturers from abroad 
and Council meetings. Participation in 15h YGEC- Bulgaria.
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees Hosting TC8 
Frost (chairman Prof. S. Sarelainen, ITC15, ITC17. 
- Participation in European Regional Technical Committees:
ERTC3, ERTC7, ERTC 11. 
- Publications: A code of practice/ guide book on large piles 
(SPO-2001) and a code of practice for CPT and Light Rammer 
tests were issued in 2001. The guidebooks can be downloaded 
from the web-site of FGS. 

FRENCH COMMITTEE OF SOILS MECHANICS

Principal office bearers: 
- Secretary: Mrs. Florence Altmayer  

- ISSMGE Membership: 746 
General: The CFMS was re-incorporated in 1948 and has been 
essentially run by practicing engineers since then. The Chair is 
always either from the industry or from a Consulting Engineer-
ing firm. The CFMS  has a very comprehensive Web site, which 
describes all their activities . The Technical Commission in 
charge of the organization of the Technical Meetings held every 
6 weeks or about. 
 - Task Force on Education in G. E. (J.P. Magnan & E. Flavigny 
– Grenoble).
- Task Force on Numerical Models (P. Mestat & Y. Riou – 
Nantes),
- Task Force on Soil Testing  (F. Durand & J.L. Favre – Paris), 
- Task Force on Uncertainties in G. E. (J. L. Favre). 
Organisation of International Conferences: 
- Oct. 2001 partner in the 1st Int. Conf. on Albert Caquot in 
Paris-la Defense, during which time the first Coulomb lecture 
was given by J. Garnier on Physical Models in G. E. (Proceed-
ings are available with a reprint of Coulomb Memoir on active 
and passive pressure behind retaining walls). 
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- Feb 2002 partner in the Tunisian Seminar on Damages to 
Foundations and Remedies. 
- June 2002 partner in the 9th Int. Conf. on Piling and Deep 
Foundation Works under the aegis of D.F.I., New Jersey, held 
in Nice (French Riviera). 
- Sept 2-3 partner in the Int. Symp. on Soil Parameters in Geo-
technical Design (PARAM 2002), held in Paris, with Ecole Na-
tionale des Ponts et Chaussées and Laboratoire Central des P. et 
C.
- Sept 4-6 partner in the 5th European Conf. On Numerical 
Methods in Geotechnical Engineering
 (NUMGE 2002), also in Paris with the same, under the aegis of 
ERTC-7
- Int. Conf. On Geosynthetics in Nice, with partnership of the 
CFMS
- Oct 8-10 2002 Journees Nationales de Geotechnique et Ge-
ologie de l’ Ingenieur in Nancy (Lorraine) in partnership with 
the other 2 French Sister Societies 
- Oct 23-25 Int. Symp. on Underground Construction and Tun-
neling in Soft Ground in Toulouse, under the aegis of TC-28 
- Workshop during 13 ECSMGE in Prague 29 th August 2003 
- Sept 2003 Int. Symp. on Deformation Characteristics of  
Geomaterials,  in the series of the former TC-29 events 
- Feb 2004 A common Seminar with the newly formed Li-
banese Geotechnical Society. Int. Symp. on Risks in Civil En-
gineering (mostly in Geotechnical Engineering), in Tunisia.  
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: Hosting 
ITC17 Ground Improvement (chairman Prof. J. M. Debats), 
hosting TC31: Education in Geotechnical Engineering (chair-
man: Prof. J. Magnan) and participation in other ITCs.
- Participation in European Regional Technical Committees
ERTC3, ERTC7, ERTC 11. 
Journal: The 3 French Sister Societies have joined their efforts 
to offer free subscriptions (funded by them) of Revue Francaise 
de Geotechnique to 15 Civil Engineering Dept of emerging 
Universities mostly in black Africa but not limited to it. 

GERMAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY (DGGT)  

Principal office bearers:
Chairman: Prof.Dr.-Ing.E.h. Manfred Nußbaumer M.Sc 
Managing Director: Ms. Dr. rer. nat. Kirsten Laackmann 

National Membership: 1983 persons / 90 companies incl.
ISSMGE Membership  823 persons 
The DGGT has at present 44 Commissions. 
Organisation of International Conferences (2001 – 2003)
12th Danube-European Conference (Geotechnical Engineering) 
in Passau, 27 - 28 May 2002. 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001- 2003):
27 Baugrundtagung (27th Conference on Geotechnical Engi-
neering), Mainz, 25 - 28 September 2002.  The conference was 
preceded by a special session for young geotechnical engineers.  
69 exhibitors presented their products and know-how during the 
conference. Two technical excursions and a gala dinner on a 
ship rounded the conference off. It was attended by 1106 par-
ticipants.
8th National Information and Lecture Conference on Geosyn-
thetics in Geotechnics (FS-KGEO 03), Munich, 17 - 19 Febru-
ary 2003 
14th Conference on Engineering Geology, Kiel, 26 - 29 March 
2003.
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: TC 5 
(chaired by Prof. R. Katzenbach, until 2002), ITC6, ITC7, 
ITC9, ITC18, ITC19, ITC 33, ITC34 and ITC36.
- Participation in European Region Technical Committees:
ERTC 7 and hosting ERTC 15 Interaction of Shield Machines 
and Soil or Soft Rocks(chairman Prof. W. Wittke) 
- Periodical Journals : Geotechnik (4 yearly editions) 
- Other publications: 

- Proceedings of the 27th Conference on Geotechnical Engi-
neering 2002, Mainz 
- Proceedings of the Conference Chapter Engineering Geology 
2001, Karlsruhe 
- Proceedings of the Conferences Chapter Geosynthetics 2001 
and 2003, Munich 
- Proceedings of the 12th Danube-European Conference 2002, 
Passau) 
- Forum for young geotechnical engineers 2002, Mainz) 
- Pocket book Tunnelling, 2001, 2002, 2003 
- Instruction leaflet CSV procedure, 2002 
- Instruction leaflet press work with micro binding material in 
loose rock, part 1 and 2 
- Recommendations: Disintegration constant of rock, Move-
ment measurements along the drilling shaft, Recommendations 
for use of geosynthetic clay barrier structures, 2002. 
- Future planned activities (2003 - 2005)
28 Baugrundtagung- (28th Conference on Geotechnical Engi-
neering), 22 - 25 September 2004, Leipzig. 

HELLENIC SOCIETY OF SOIL MECHANICS AND FOUN-
DATION ENGINEERING 

Principal office bearers:
President: Dr. Spyros Cavounidis 
Secretary: Prof. A. Anagnostopoulos  

- National Membership: 173 
- ISSMGE Membership: 173 
Organization of National Conferences (2001-2003): 
- IV Hellenic Conference on Geotechnical and Geoenvironmen-
tal Engineering, Athens, May 30-June 1, 2001. 
Organization of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003):
-Special Lecture: 
- 25 January 2002, Second Athenian Lecture by Professor 
Robert Mair (Cambridge University), entitled “Tunnelling-
induced Ground Movements and their Effect on Structures”. 
Other Lectures 
- 12 December 2001, Lecture by Professor Peter Anagnosti 
(University of Montenegro) entitled “Geotechnical Problems in 
Soft Rocks”. 
- 27 March 2002, Lecture by Professor David Potts (Imperial 
College) on “Prediction and Reality in Geotechnical Engineer-
ing”.
- 7 October 2002, Lecture by Professor Bengt B. Broms (Royal 
Institute of Technology, Stockholm, Sweden), entitled “Deep 
Soil Stabilization: Design and Construction of Lime and 
Lime/Cement Columns”. 
- 3 February 2003, Lecture by Professor Paul Marinos (National 
Technical University of Athens – NTUA) “Ongoing Challenges 
in Engineering Geology for Tunnelling in Difficult Ground” 
(The 6th Glossop Lecture). 
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: members for 
ITC3, ITC8, ITC19, ITC29, IT31, IT34
- Participation in European Region Technical Committees: for 
ERTC 3, ERTC 7, ERTC 10, hosting ERTC12 –Evaluation 
Committee for the application of EC8 (chair by Prof. George 
Gazetas and Prof. George Bouckovalas) and ERTC15. 
Awards:
- Professor Paul Marinos (The 6th Glossop Lecture – British 
Geological Association, 2002) 
- Professor Paul Marinos (The 19th Rocha Lecture – Portu-
guese Geotechnical Society, 2002) 
- Professor Ioannis Vardoulakis (Medal of the Japanese Geo-
technical Society, 2003) 
Other Publications: Proceedings of the 4th Hellenic Conference 
on Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental Engineering.
Future Planned Activities (2003-2005):
- Fall 2003, Technical exchanges with the Albanian Geotechni-
cal Society  
- TC34 - Workshop (14-15 Oct. 2003) 
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- Fall 2003, One-day conference on “The Foundations of the 
Olympic Games, Athens, 2004” 
- January 2004, Third Athenian Lecture by Professor George 
Gazetas (NTUA) 
- Fifth Hellenic Conference on Geotechnical and Geoenviron-
mental Engineering, 2005 
Other Important Items:
- Spring-Summer 2002, Three delegates were selected and at-
tended the 15th European Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Con-
ference, 10-14 September, Dublin, Ireland. 
- Spring 2003, One delegate was selected to attend the 2nd In-
ternational Young Geotechnical Engineer’s Conference, 6-11 
September, 2003, Mamaia, Romania. 

HUNGARIAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE (ISSMGE)

Principal office bearers:
President Dr. Peter Scharle 
Secretaries Em�ke Imre, Róbert Szepesházi 
Past president Gyula Greschik 

- National Membership: 94 members 
- ISSMGE Membership: 94 members 
- Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003)
Annual National Conferences, each October, Ráckeve, Hun-
gary, with international participation.  
- Organisation of Seminars and Workshops (2001-2003)
Thematic seminars on actual issues (like codes, post-graduate 
education etc), 2-3 a year. 
- Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003)
Széchy Károly Memorial Lecture : annual event, with invited 
prominent lecturers (2001: R.Mair, 2002: M.Jamiolkowski, 
2003: J.K.Mitchell). In 2003 100th Anniversary of birth Cele-
bration Day, 200 participants 
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees (since 2001)
Some 20 delegated members working in TCs 
Participation in European Region Technical Committees (since 
2001)
3 members. 
- Awards
Széchy Award given for one Hungarian geotechnician every 
year; best Young Lecturer Award (delivered in the National 
Conference).
- Periodical Journals
Two bi-monthly periodicals in Hungarian.  
- Other Publications
Memorial Book of Széchy Károly (2003), participation in the 
edition of several professional booklets published by the Hun-
garian Chamber of Engineers. 
- Future planned activities (2003-2005)
As usual TC28 Seminar in Budapest in 2004 
- Other Important Items
- Participation in the regional ISSMGE Conferences (Passau: 11 
papers, Prague: 12 papers) 
- Participation at the Young Geotechnicians’ Conference (Dub-
lin: 3, Mamaia: 3) 
- Committee meetings (2-3 a year) with administrative and pro-
fessional
- Co-organisation of national conferences and workshops con-
vened by the ITA HNC and by the Hungarian Chamber of En-
gineers
- Admission of 11 new members (2001-2003) 
- Co-operation with other national bodies in the domestic im-
plementation and application of the Eurocode 7. 

THE ICELAND GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY 

Principal office bearers: 
President   
Secretary – Mr. Haraldur Sigursteinsson  

- ISSMGE Membership: 10 members 
No information about the activities.  

GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND  

Principal office bearers:
President   Dr. B. Casey   
Honorary Secretary Dr. Ken Kavin   

- ISSMGE Membership: 28 members 
Organisation of the XV European Young Geotechnical Engi-
neering Conference in Dublin, on 12-14 September 2002. The 
theme chosen for the conference was “Geotechnical Engineer-
ing-Research and Practice”. The Conference was attended by 45 
delegates.

ITALIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY (ASSOCIAZIONE 
GEOTECNICA ITALIANA) 

Principal office bearers:
President: Prof. Alberto Burghignoli 
Secretary General: Eng. Claudio Soccodato 

National Membership:
34 Corporate Members 
958 Ordinary Members 
97 Student Members 
International Memberships:
The Italian Geotechnical Society is: 
ISSMGE Member Society: 287 Members 
ISRM National Group: 215 Members 
Italian Chapter of IGS: 137 Members 
IACMAG National Group: 17 Members 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003):
· XXI National Geotechnical Conference (L’Aquila, Septem-
ber 11-14, 2002) 
· MIR 2002 – Rock Mechanics and Rock Engineering (Turin, 
November 26-27, 2002) 
· Annual National Conference on Geosynthetics 
Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003):
· International Conference on Fast Slope Movements (Naples, 
May 11-13, 2003) 
· International Workshop on Flows (Sorrento, May 14-16, 
2003)
Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003):
· Second Annual “Arrigo Croce” Special Lecture (Rome, De-
cember 5, 2001) 
· Third Annual “Arrigo Croce” Special Lecture (Rome, De-
cember 12, 2002) 
AGI also organises several special refresher courses on Geo-
technical Engineering
Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees:
Prof. M. Manassero – Italian coordinator of TC 5
Prof. C. Viggiani – Italian coordinator of TC 19
Other members of AGI are involved in TC’s activities. Their 
names are included in the ISSMGE Technical Committees list 
of members on ISSMGE website (www.issmge.org) 
Periodical Journals:
Rivista Italiana di Geotecnica (Italian Geotechnical Journal), 
quarterly Journal since 1967 
Other Publications:
Proceedings of National and International Conferences  
Future planned activities (2003-2005):
IACMAG International Conference (Turin June,2004) 
XXII National Geotechnical Conference (Palermo, September 
2004)
Fourth Annual “Arrigo Croce” Special Lecture (Rome, Decem-
ber 2003 
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LATVIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers:
President   
Secretary – Mr. Valdis Markvarts   

- ISSMGE Membership: 31 members 
No information about the activities  

LITHUANIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY 

Principal office bearers:
President  
Secretary Dr. Vincentas Stragys   

- ISSMGE Membership: 40 members 
Organisation of National Activities 
- Preparation/translation of European Standards /EN into lo-
cal/lithuanian language. 
- CEN /TC 288 was active in preparation standards for Execu-
tion of special geotechnical works. 
TC 59 "Geotechnics" of Lithuanian Standards Board adopted 
(in local language) standards: 
- EN 1536 - Bored piles; EN 1537 - Ground anchors; 
- EN 12715 - Grouting; EN 12715  - Jet Grouting 
- LGS members are involved in EU, FP5 projects:" Technically 
optimised pile concept; "European Geotechnical Thematic Net-
work” (GEOTECHNET). 

NETHERLANDS SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers:
President Prof.ir. L. de Quelerij 
Secretary Dr. Peter van den Berg 

The board consists of 11 persons. 
- Membership: 719
- ISSMGE Membership: 325 members 
- General - The Netherlands Society for Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering (NSSMGE) had the purpose to func-
tion as a link between professionals working in the field of geo-
technics, to promote research and development, it is utilisation 
and education. This purpose is realised by organising meetings, 
lectures and discussion sessions, course and excursions and co-
operating with geotechnical and closely related societies inter-
nationally (especially Belgium), with domestic institutions and 
with the public domain. The Society is one of the founding fa-
thers of the national E-portal geonet.nl and the national journal 
Geotechniek.
National Events 
In 2002 the following meetings, discussion sessions, courses 
and excursions have been organized: 
- Symposium ‘actual strength of dikes’ (43 participants) 
- Symposium ‘learned and applied’ (retirement of prof. Ar-

nold Verruyt) (194 participants) 
- Course with respect to geotechnical analysis and founda-

tion engineering (48 participants) 
- Lecture session with respect to monitoring in foundation 

engineering (32 participants) 
- Excursion high speed railway line (43 participants) 
- Lecture session pile driving analysis (25 participants) 
- Lectures MSc-students geotechnical engineering (26 par-

ticipants)
- Course with respect to geotechnical analysis and founda-

tion engineering (45 participants) 
- National Foundation Engineering Day (330 participants) 
- Course with respect to sheetpile design (24 participants) 
- Interaction-day Netherlands-Belgium (92 participants). 
- International co-operation
- International co-operation was practice by participation in 
conferences, in the work of technical committees and by invit-
ing lectures from abroad. 

- Two young geotechnical engineers from the Netherlands par-
ticipated in the YGEC conference in Dublin. 
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees: Dutch mem-
bers of the Society are active in TC’s, hosting TC1 “ Offshore 
and Near shore Geotechnical Engineering (chairman Mr. H.J. 
Kolk) and four delegates have a function as core-members. 
Participation in European Region Technical Committees:
Dutch members of the Society are active in ERTC’s. 
International Events 
It had been decided that the international symposium, organised 
by TC28 (geotechnical aspects of underground constructions in 
soft soil) will be held in the Netherlands in 2005. 
Other Important Items 
The geotechnical E-portal of the Society (www.geonet.nl) is a 
success. The total number of pageviews increased form 15200 
in 2001 to 28000 in 2002. 
Journal :
The total number of copies distributed of the national geotech-
nical journal Geotechniek (in close co-operation with the Bel-
gium colleagues) increased to 5000 in 2002. In total 5 issues 
(each of them about 100 pages) have been produced in 2002. 

NORWEGIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers:
President Mr. Signe Kirkebø  
Vice President : Mr. Arnfinn Emdal 
Secretary Mrs. Geraldine Sørum 

Additonal 10 officers
ISSMGE Membership: 325 members 
Meetings of the Board/Members
The Society has had a lot of activity in 2002.  The Board has 
held 9 meetings in 2002, and 7 newsletters have been sent.  In 
addition 8 meetings offering technical lectures etc. have been 
arranged.  Attendance has varied between 20-50 people at the 
ordinary NGF meetings.  Laurits Bjerrums 18th Memorial Lec-
ture was held in April 2002. 
Information about the Society and our future meetings is pub-
lished on the Society’s web pages, at www.norsk-
geotekniskforening.no.  The meeting program is established for 
a half year at a time and is published well in advance. 
NGF's Economy
No thesis prize was awarded.  An additional expense was sup-
port of a book project about Laurits Bjerrum, which three of our 
members have started.  The result of the project will be pre-
sented in 2003.  Work in connection with moving NGFs web 
site to a new address will be carried out in 2003. 
National activities 
The activites for the period September 2001 - September 2002 
have been along the same lines with: approximately 8 meetings 
offering technical lectures, Techincal Committees (Soil Investi-
gation, Geosynthetics, Enivironmental, Geotechnics, Further 
Education), all active this year, Geotechnics Day, 18th Laurits 
Bjerrums Memorial Lecture, Course on foundations of bridges 
and other constructions on pile groups. 
Technical and Administrative Committees 
The Soil Investigation Committee, the Environmental Geotech-
nics Committee, the Geosynthetics Committee and the Further 
Education Committee have been active in 2002.  The commit-
tees are invited to a Board meeting each year where they inform 
about results achieved and future plans ahead  Details of com-
mittees work are given in the section "Virksomheten i NGFs 
komitéer og utvalg". 
Support members
Support membership was established in 1987 for companies 
and institutions working within the geotechnical field. The sub-
scriptions for support members are divided into three classes.
Courses, seminars and conferences
The course “Foundations of bridges and other constructions on 
pile groups” was arranged 10-12 April, where approximately 80 
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people attended.  The course committee and organizer were 
congratulated on yet another good course. 
The Geotechnics Day was held as usual in November and was 
again a successful event.  Our members held three presentations 
during the joint session and seven different presentations during 
the Geotechnics session. A dinner was arranged after the con-
ference where approximately 40 members participated. 
NGF agreed to be represented in the organizing committee for 
FMGM 2003 (Field Measurement in Geomechanics) which is 
being arranged in Oslo 15-18 September 2003.  Arnfinn Emdal 
has accepted the task on behalf of NGF’s board. 
Thesis prize
No prize was awarded in 2002. 
Scholarship
No NGF scholarship was awarded in 2002. 
NGF scholarship 2001 was awarded to Jens Laugesen for pro-
duction of an NGF guide of technical symbols for presentation 
of environmental geotechnical investigations. 
Contact between the Nordic societies
The Society is in touch with the Danish (DGF), the Swedish 
(SGF), the Finnish (FGF) and the Islandic (IGF) societies.  The 
ordinary Nordic Board meeting was held 24 April in Oslo.  
NGF was represented by Signe Kirkebø, Monica Bakkan and 
Geraldine Sørum.   
The plans for September 2002 - September 2003 include 
- meetings offering technical lectures and site visits 
- Techincal Committees 
- Soil Investigation, working on updating some of our guide-

lines
- Geosynthetics, completion of a web-based geosynthetics guide 
- Enivironmental Geotechnics, evaluating the need for guide-

lines
- Further Education, arranging a course on stability 
- Geotechnics Day 
- Possible revision of guidelines on piles 
Support members
Support membership was established in 1987 for companies 
and institutions working within the geotechnical field. The sub-
scriptions for support members are divided into three classes. 
The membership entitles the members to a free advertisement in 
the annual report and half price for insertions in the newsletters.  
NGF would like to thank all support members for their contri-
bution to NGF. 
Courses, seminars and conferences
- The course "Pile foundations in practice" was arranged 23-25 
April, where approximately 80 people attended.  The course 
committee and organizer were congratulated on a very good 
course.
- The Geotechnics Day was held as usual in November and was 
again a successful event. Our members held three presentations 
during the joint session and six different presentations during 
the Geotechnics session. A dinner was arranged after the con-
ference where approximately 50 members participated. 
ISSMGE Committees: Members for ITC1, ITC8, ITC10, 
ITC16, hosting IT32 Engineering Practice of Risk Assessment 
and Management (chairman Dr. Farrokh Nadim) and ITC33. 
Terzaghi Lecture: Dr. Suzanne Lacasse has delivered the Ter-
zaghi Lecture, on 11th February 2002. 

POLISH COMMITTEE ON GEOTECHNICS  

Principal office bearers:  
President: Prof. Zb. M�ynarek 
Honorary President: Prof. E. Dembicki 
Vice Presidents: Prof. M. Gryczma�ski, Dr W. Cichy 
Secretary: Prof. Zb. Lechowicz 
Treasurer: Prof. A. Bolt 

National Membership: 302 
ISSMGE Membership: 298 

Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003)
Conference on Geotechnics in Civil and Environmental Engi-
neering, 24 – 25 April 2003. 
National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical En-
gineering with Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference, 11 -
13 June 2003. 
Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees:  ITC1, ITC5, 
ITC6, ITC10, ITC16, ITC17, ITC18, ITC20, ITC23, ITC28, 
ITC29 and ITC31. 
Periodical Journals: Special Sections “Geotechnical Engineer-
ing” in the Polish Journal “Maritime Engineering and Geotech-
nics”. 
Future planned activities (2003 – 2005)
The Polish Committee on Geotechnics is planning to organize 
the following seminars and workshops: 
1. International Workshop on “Interpretation of in situ tests 
and sample disturbance of clays”, May 2004. 
2. Seminar on “Deep foundation on piles”, June 2004. 
3. Second National Conference on “Soil–structure–
interaction”, June 2004. 

PORTUGUESE SOCIETY FOR GEOTECHNIQUE (SPG)  

Principal office bearers:
President: Prof. Luís Ribeiro e Sousa
Vice-President: Prof. Jorge Almeida e Sousa  
Secretary General: Dr. Fernando Pardo de Santayana  
Second Secretary: Dr. Filipe Telmo Alves Jeremias  
Treasurer: Eng. Joaquim Barreto

National Membership: 867 
ISSMGE Membership: 238
- Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003):
8th Portuguese National Congress on Geotechnics, 15-18 April 
2002, LNEC, Lisbon (600 delegates). 
- Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003):
- 6th Int. Conference on “The Bearing Capacity of Roads, Rail-
ways and Airfields”, Lisbon, 24-26 June 2002. 
- ISRM Symposium EUROCK 2002, “Rock Engineering for 
Mountainous Regions”, Funchal, Madeira, Portugal, 25-28 No-
vember 2002. 
- 1st Portuguese-Brazilian Geotechnical Congress, São Paulo, 
Brazil, 20-24 October 2002.
- Spanish-Portuguese Conference on “The Relevance of Geo-
technical Exploration and Observation in Underground Works”, 
Madrid, Spain, 15-16 September 2003. 
- Organisation of Seminars and Workshops (2001-2003)
- Co-organization, together with the University of Porto, of the 
Seminar on “Environmental Geotechnics - Contamination of 
soils and ground water“ (18-19 October 2001). 
- Course on “Geosynthetic Clay Liners for Waste Containment 
Facilities”, LNEC, Lisbon, Portugal, 30 September 2002. 
- International Workshop on “Volcanic Rocks”, Funchal, Ma-
deira, Portugal, 27 November 2002. 
- International Course on “Engineering and Hydraulics in 
Jointed Rock Masses”, Funchal, Madeira, Portugal, 27 Novem-
ber 2002. 
- Seminar on “Aggregates”, LNEC, Lisbon, Portugal, 31 March 
2003.
- Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures (2001-2003): 
- Lecture on “Aspects thermo-mécaniques du comportement des 
argiles saturées”, Prof. Pierre Delage, Porto, Portugal, 5 March 
2001.
- Lecture on “Geotechnical engineering aspects on Trans-Tokyo 
Bay highway project”, Prof. Tatsuoka, Lisbon, 16 March 2001, 
and Porto, 19 March 2001. 
- Lecture on “Geosynthetic reinforced soil retained walls as im-
portant permanent structures (Mercer Lecture)”, Prof. Tatsuoka, 
Lisbon, 16 March 2001. 
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- Lecture on “Impact on geotechnical engineering of several re-
cent findings from laboratory stress-strain tests on geomaterials 
(Burmister Lecture)”, Prof. Tatsuoka, Porto, 19 March 2001. 
- Lecture on “Geomechanique characterization of gneiss rocks”, 
Prof. Eduardo Marques, Lisbon, 29 March 2001. 
- Lecture on “Slope stability: Probabilistic analysis”, Prof. Al-
berto Sayão, Lisbon, 26 April 2001. 
- Lecture on “Behaviour of pile group and raft foundations in 
estratified soils”, Prof. Pedricto Rocha Filho, Lisbon, 5 de July 
2001.
- XVIII Manuel Rocha Lecture (delivered by Dr Rui Correia), 
Lisbon, 14 November 2001. 
- XIX Manuel Rocha Lecture (delivered by Prof. Paul G. Mari-
nos), Lisbon, 17 October 2002. 
- Lecture on “Construction on former landfills”, Prof. Bouazza, 
Lisbon, 1 October 2002. 
- Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees
Portuguese delegates in ITC2, ITC3, ITC4, ITC5, ITC9, ITC10, 
ITC16, ITC17, ITC18, ITC19, ITC20, ITC23, ITC28, ITC29, 
ITC31, ITC32, ITC34, ITC35, ITC36, and ITC-37.
Host Member Society of ITC3 Geotechnics of Pavements 
(chairman : Prof. A. Gomes Correia). 
- Participation in European Region Technical Committees: the 
activities are in a preliminary stage. 
- Awards:
- SPG Master’s Degree Award’2001 to the best thesis in Geo-
technical Engineering presented in Portuguese Universities dur-
ing 1999-2000. 
-  Journal “Geotecnia”Award’2002, to the best paper pub-
lished in “Geotecnia” in 2000-2001. 
-  SPG Master’s Degree Award’2003, to the best thesis in 
Geotechnical Engineering, presented in Portuguese Universities 
during 2001-2002. 
- Periodical Journals:
“Geotecnia” (tree issues per year: issues nº 91 to 99). 
- Future planned activities (2003-2005) 
- XX Manuel Rocha Lecture, Lisbon, October 2003. 
- 9th Portuguese National Congress on Geotechnics, Aveiro, 
Portugal, 18-23 April 2004. 
- 2nd Portuguese-Brasilian Geotechnical Congress, Aveiro, Por-
tugal, 19 April 2004. 
- Course on “Geotechnical Risk in Tunnels in Rock Forma-
tions”, Aveiro, Portugal, 18 April 2004. 
- 2nd Int. Conf. on Geotechnical Site Characterization, ISC’2, 
Porto, Portugal, 20-22 September 2004. 
- 1st “Manuel Rocha” Award, 2004, to the best PhD thesis in 
Geotechnical Engineering, presented in Portuguese Universities 
during 2000-2003. 
- Other Important Items.
- International Geosynthetics Society (IGS): Since 2002, the 
SPG is the Portuguese Chapter of the IGS. 
- Participation of two Portuguese delegates in the 14th Euro-
pean Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference, held in Bul-
garia (15-19 September 2001). 
- Participation of two Portuguese delegates in the 15th Euro-
pean Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference, held in Ireland 
(11-14 September 2002). 
- Participation of one Portuguese delegate in the 2nd Int. Young 
Geotechnical Engineers Conference, to be held in Romania (6-
11 September 2003). 
- Preliminary works to prepare the organization of the 11th 
ISRM Congress that will take place in Lisbon in 2007. 

ROMANIA SOCIETY FOR SMGE 

- Principal office bearers: 
President : Prof. Iacint Manoliu 
Vice-president for Bucharest branch : Prof. Sanda Manea 
Vice-president for Iasi branch;Prof. Paulica Raileanu 
Vice-president for Timisoara branch Prof. Tadeus Schein  

Vice-president for Cluj-Napoca branch Prof. Augustin Popa
Secretary General: Prof.Nicoleta Radulescu 

- National Membership - 186 members 
- ISSMGE Membership - 109 members 
- Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003) 
- Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003):
II YGEC, Constantza-Mamaia,Romania, 6-11 September 2003 
- Organisation of Seminar and Workshop (2001-2003):
II National Seminar "Application of Geomaterials in 
Romania, Bucharest 2002; 
Workshop "Specific Geotechnical Technical Regulations for 
Waste Deposits Design and Building", Bucharest 2003 (with in-
ternational participation) 
-Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees (since
2001):
- Prof. Iacint Manoliu-core member, ITC nº. 31, Education in 
Geotechnical Engineering 
- Participation in European Region Technical Committees
 - The activities are in a preliminary stage  
- Periodical Journals
- The 1st issue of the Romanian Geotechnical Journal (under 
preparation)
- Future planned activities (2003-2005): The 10th National Con-
ference on Soil Mechanics and geotechnical Engineering, Bu-
charest, October 2004. 

RUSSIAN SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS, GEOTECH-
NICS AND FOUNDATION ENGINEERING (RSSMGFE) 

Principal office bearers:
President: Prof. V.A.Ilyichev  
Secretary: Dr. I.V. Kolybine  

National Membership:  
ISSMGE Membership:  
General: The Russian society for soil mechanics, geotechnics 
and foundation engineering was founded in 1957 and at present 
comprises more than 300 members, including the members 
from the Kazakhstan geotechnical society, the Azerbaijan geo-
technical society, the Estonian geotechnical society and the 
Ukraine. RSSMGFE includes 22 collective members and 51 re-
gional branches. 
Journal.
The journal "Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering" has 
been published in Russian since 1959 up to now. This journal is 
translated into English and published by "Plenum Publishing 
Corp." (USA). It is abstracted or indexed in Safety Science Ab-
stracts Journal, Applied Mechanics Reviews, Engineering In-
dex, Research Alert, SciSearch and Geotechnical Ab-
stracts/Geodex Retrieval Systems. 
Conferences, symposiums and seminars,
1. (Volgograd)-International scientific  and technical conference 
"Up –to-date problems of foundation engineering". More than 
200 participants took part in the work of this conference. 
2. (Vladivostok)- The Second Regional International Confer-
ence and Exhibition "Natural Hazards.Construction. Safety". 
3. (Saint-Petersburg)- International Seminar on the Problems of 
Reconstruction of Cities. 
4. (Ekaterinburg)-International Symposium "Engineering and 
Geological Problems of the  Urbanised Territories". 
Awards
In 2000 the centenary anniversary from the date of the birth of 
Prof. N. A. Tsytovich, the First President and Founder of the 
Russian Society for SMGFE, the outstanding scientist, excellent 
organizer and teacher, was celebrated in Russia. The special 
memory medal was established to this date. More than 100 spe-
cialists, who had the happy chance to work and to have mutual 
contacts with Prof. N. A. Tsytovich, were awarded with this 
medal. The medal of Prof. N. M. Gersevanov, the founder of the 
science of soil mechanics and foundation engineering in Russia, 
was established two years ago by RSSMGFE. The prominent 
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scientists and civil engineers in the field of soil mechanics, geo-
technics and foundation engineering in Russia and abroad are 
awarded with this medal every year during the Annual meeting 
of the Russian Society for SMGFE. 
Model libraries are presented every year to the selected 
RSSMGFE regional branches during the Annual Meeting of 
RSSMGFE. 
Web-site
The Russian Society for SMGFE maintains its own web-site in 
Internet in Russian with the address. 
ISSMGE Technical committees.
26 russian specialists are the members of 17 international tech-
nical committees  
Moreover two national technical committees were made inside 
the Russian Society for SMGFE: 
1) "Reconstruction of historical cities and monuments" ( 
Chairman- Prof.V.M.Ulitsky , Saint-Petersburg); 
2) Usage of geosynthetics in geotechnical engineer-
ing"(Chairman- Prof.V.D.Kazarnovsky, Moscow). 
European Technical committees
Members for ERTC3, ERTC7, ERTC 10 and ERTC 12 for the 
period 2001-2005. 
Plans.
- International geotechnical conference "Reconstruction of His-
torical Cities and Geotechnical Engineering", dedicated to the 
Tercentenary of Saint-Petersburg, will take place 17-19 Sep-
tember 2003 in Saint-Petersburg. - Bulletin No.1 is now being 
distributed.
~Special lectures of the high qualified specialists in the field of 
soil mechanics, geotechnics and foundation engineering are 
planned to be conducted under the financial ensuring of 
RSSMGFE in various branches of Russia in November-
December this year. 

SLOVENIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers: 
President: Ana Gaberc, M.Sc.,  
Vice-president: Dr. Borut Petkovšek,
Secretary: Dr. Janko Logar. 

National membership: 151 
ISSMGE Membership: 116 
Organisation of National Events: 
Šuklje's day: October 19, 2001 in Maribor; October 18, 2002 in 
Portorož
Organisation of Seminars and Workshops: 
March 2001 William Van Impe: Piled raft foundation piers of 
the El ferdan bridge 
Dec. 2001 François Schlosser: Mikropiles:Research and Prac-
tice in France 
Apr. 2002 Pedro Sêco e Pinto: A recent difficult foundation 
problem: the case of the New Tagus Bridge 
May 2002 John Atkinson: Selection and assessment of Soil pa-
rameters for Design
Sept. 2002 Ivan Vanicek: Geoinveronmental problems in 
Northern part Bohemia 
May 2003 Dr. Brian Simpson: Eurocode 7 – New design Ap-
proaches 
Organisation of Memorial or Special Lectures:
Sept. 2001 Rankine lecture by John Atkinson: Non linear Soil 
Stiffness in Routine Design. 
Participation in ISSMGE technical Comitees:ITC 29– core 
member, ITC 3 and ITC 31. 
Participation in European Region TC: in a preliminary phase.  
Periodical journals: Novice SloGed 
Other Publications: Proceedings of the National Scientific 
Meetings
Future planned activities: Several Special Lectures and Work-
shops, 4th National Conf. 

in June 2004, participation in ISSMGE TC, integration in Euro-
pean Region TC, participation in European and International 
Conferences, Organisation of the next Danube Conference. 
- Slovenian Geotechnical Society 13 th Danube European Con-
ference – 2006e Theme “Active Geotechnical Design in Infra-
structure Development”. 

SPANISH SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS AND FOUN-
DATIONS  

Principal office bearers: 
President: Dr. Vincent Cuellar
Secretary: Dr. Enrique Dapena  

ISSMGE Membership: 230 
National Activities
- 3 Seminar days 
- 4 December 2001. Seminar day about Geotechnical works 
of TERRABAUER, PILOTES POSADA and PILSON. Venue 
CEDEX, Madrid. 
- 5 June 2002. Seminar day about Geotechnical works of 
companies of AETESS. Venue CEDEX, Madrid. 
- 28 February 2002. Seminar day about "Retaining walls". 
Venue CEDEX, Madrid. 
- General Assembly Special Conference  
Day:  5 March 2002.  
Title:  Offshore related geotechnics 
Speaker:  Prof. William Van Impe. President of ISSMGE 
  Venue: Meetings Room of Civil Engineers School of 
Politechnical University Madrid. 
- Fourth Seminar days 
- November 2002. Valencia. Seminar day about "Retaining 
walls".
- December 2002. Seminar day about Geotechnical Works of 
companies of AETESS. Venue CEDEX. Madrid. 
- February 2003. Seminar day about Micropiles. Venue 
CEDEX. Madrid. 
- June 2003. Seminar day about Geotechnical Works of 
TYPSA. Venue CEDEX. Madrid. 
- Travel organization to attend European Congress in Praga. 
- March 2003. Special Conference during the General As-
sembly  
ISSMGE Committees: Active participation in several commit-
tees, hosting ITC6: Unsaturated Soils (chairman: Prof. Eduardo 
Alonso)
European Regional Technical Committees: active participation, 
hosting ERTC7 - Numerical methods in geotechnical engineer-
ing (chairman Prof. Cesar Sagaseta) 
Journal: Publication of Journal of Spain Society of Soil Me-
chanics (4 numbers for year). 

SWEDISH GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY  

Principal office bearers: 
President: Mrs Eva Petersson 
Secretary: Mrs Christina Berglund  

The board of the society consists of 7 members 
- National Membership - 780 members 
- ISSMGE Membership - 580 members 
National Activities :
The Swedish Geotechnical Society has 6 committees, that 
works with: * Field investigations, Environmental geotechnics, 
Laboratory investigations, Earth reinforcement,  Information 
and The Foundation Day. 
Organisation of seminars and workshops 2001-2003
Courses in Environmental field investigations, 2001, 2002 & 
2003.
Course for young geotechnical engineers, 2002 
Seminars on vertical drains, 2002. 
Course for field engineers, November 2002. 
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Nordic Seminar on Geosyntethics, Gothenburg, 2003 
The Foundation Day, 2001, 2002 & 2003. 
Organisations of memorial or special lectures 2001-2003
Christmas lecture with Professor Michele B Jamiolkowski. The 
salvation of the Pisa tower. December 2001 
Participation in ISSMGE TC s : Active participation on ITC4, 
ITC8 (core member), ITC9, hosting ITC10 (Chairman Prof. 
Rainier Massarsch), ITC16, ITC17, ITC 18, ITC 23, ITC 28, 
ITC 29, ITC 31 and ITC32.
Participation in European Region TC : ERTC 7, ERTC 12. 
Awards: SGF Price 2002 to Ulf Bergdahl, SGI. 
Periodical Journals: SGF Info 4 times a year 
Other Publications: In 2001 SGF published a handbook about 
environmental field investigations. 
In 2002 co-operated with the Swedish Work Environment Au-
thority in publishing a book on health and security in working 
with rehabilitation of contaminated soils 
Future planned activities: Nordic Geotechnical Meeting, May 
2004 in Sweden. 
The Foundation Day 2004. 
Other important items: Nordic Geotechnical Meeting, May 
2004 in Sweden. 
Info www.sgf.net 

SWISS SOCIETY FOR SOIL AND ROCK MECHANICS  

Principal office bearers: 
President: Prof. F. Descoeudres 
Secretary: Dr. Markus Caprez 

ISSMGE Membership: 250 

No information about activities.  

THE FORMER YUGOSLAV REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA  

Principal office bearers:
President  
Secretary Eng. Vlatko Sesov    

- ISSMGE Membership: 72 members 
No information about activities.  

TURKISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR ISSMGE 

Principal office bearers:  
President: Prof. Ergun Togrol 
Secretary: Prof. Ahmet Saglamer  

National membership: 195 
ISSMGE Membership: 195 
Organisation of National Conferences (2001-2003):
- Biannual National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Founda-
tion Engineering was held at Eski�ehir, in Central Anatolia, be-
tween 21-22. Proceedings of the Conference was published in 
three volumes. 
- Tenth National Conference will be held in June 2004 in Istan-
bul.
- Turkish Member Society participated in the organisation of 
the geotechnical engineering session of the Sixteenth Technical 
Congress of the Turkish Chamber of Civil Engineers which was 
held between 1-3 November 2001.
- Organisation of International Conferences (2001-2003): An 
international conference is organised in Lefko�a on "New De-
velopments in Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering" 
between 29-31 May 2003.  
Organisation of seminars and workshops (2001-2003): A num-
ber of seminars and workshops were organised by the Member 
Society at various levels. 
Organisation Memorial and Special Lectures: It is the tradition 
of the Member Society to invite an eminent geotechnician to 

give "Professor Hamdi Peynircio�lu Lecture" as part of the bi-
anual National Conference.
ISSMGE Committees: participation in several ITCs 
ERTC Committees: participation in ERTC12. 
Other important items: Turkish Member Society is now actively 
involved in renewing Turkish Geotechnical Standards which is 
officially prepared by Turkish Standards Institution. 

UNITED KINGDOM  
BRITISH GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY 

Principal office bearers: 
President : Prof. B.G.Clarke 
Secretary: Ms Dionne Dalgetty 

ISSMGE Membership: 910 
ISSMGE Committees: Active participation in several commit-
tees, hosting ITC28: Underground Construction in Soft Ground 
Conditions ( chairman Prof. Robert Mair), hosting ITC29 Labo-
ratory Stress Strain Strength Testing of Geomaterials (chairman 
Prof. Richard Jardine) and hosting ITC35 Geotechnics of Par-
ticulate Media (chairman Prof. Malcom Bolton). 
European Regional Technical Committees: hosting ERTC 10 
Evaluation Committee for the Application of EC7 (chairman 
Dr. Andrew Bond) 
Journal: Publication of Geotechnique (4 numbers for year). 

YUGOSLAV SOCIETY OF SMFE  
Principal office bearers: 

President : Prof. Milan Maksimovic   
Secretary:  

ISSMGE Membership: 29 
No information about the activities. 

3 ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

The following ISSMGE Technical Committees have a Euro-
pean host member society: 

ITC1 - Offshore and near shore geotechnical engineering 
 The Netherlands (chairman Mr. H. J. Kolk) 

ITC3 - Geotechnics of pavements 
 Portugal (chairman Prof. António Correia) 

ITC5 - Environmental geotechnics 
 Germany (Prof. R. Katzenback) 
 Italy (Prof. Mario Manassero) 
ITC6 - Unsaturated soils 
 Spain (Prof. Eduardo Alonso)  
ITC8 - Frost geotechnics 
 Finland (Prof. S. Saarelainen) 
ITC10 - Geophysical testing in geotechnical engineering 
 Sweden (Prof. K.R. Massarsch) 
ITC17 - Ground Improvement 
 France (Prof. J.M. Debats) 
ITC18 - Deep Foundations 
 Belgium (Prof. A. Holeyman) 
ITC19 - Preservation of historic sites 
 Italy (Prof. C. Viggiani , Prof. Ch Tsatsanifos) 
ITC28 - Underground construction in soft ground conditions 
 UK (Prof. R.J. Mair) 
ITC29 - Laboratory stress strain strength testing geomaterials 
 UK (Prof. R. J. Jardine) 
ITC31 - Education in geotechnical engineering 
 France (Prof. J. P. Magnan)  
ITC32 - Engineering practice of risk assessment and manage-

ment
 Norway (Dr. Farrokh Nadim)  
ITC35 - Geotechnics of particulate media 
 UK ( Prof. Malcom Bolton)  
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ITC37 - Practice of active geotechnical design. Case histories 
 Croatia (Prof. Vlasta S: Nossam, Prof. Heinz Brandl) 
It represents 15 of a total of 24 ISSMGE Technical Committees. 

4 EUROPEAN TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

The following European Technical Committees were set up. 
The chairmen as well as the host European societies are men-
tioned beneath: 
ERTC3 - Piles foundations 

Dr. Flor De Cock (Belgium) 
ERTC7 - Numerical methods in geotechnical engineering 

Prof. Cesar Sagaseta(Spain) 
ERTC10 – Evaluation committee for the application of EC-7 

Dr. Andrew Bond (UK) 
ERTC12 – Evaluation Committee for the application of EC-8 

Prof. George Gazetas (Greece) 
ERTC15 –Interaction of shield machines and soil of soft rocks 

Prof. W. Wittke (Germany). 

5 WORKSHOPS IN PRAGUE  

- Following my invitation and of the Organising Committee the 
Technical Committees ITC3, ITC4, ITC5; ITC10, ITC 17, 
ITC31, ITC34, ITC35 and ITC37 have planned to organise 
workshops during the 13th European Soil Mechanics and Geo-
technical Engineering Conference in Prague, August 2003. 
- Following my invitation the ERTC3, ERTC7, ERTC10, ERTC 
12 and ERTC14 have planned to organise workshops during the 
13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
Conference in Prague, August 2003. 

6 MEETINGS WITH THE SOCIETIES  

On 25th April 2002 I had a meeting, in Ljubljana, with the 
Slovenian Geotechnical Society and the following topics were 
discussed: Application of the Slovenian Geotechnical Society to 
organise the 13th Danube European Conference in Ljublijana in 
2006, the theme, the schedule of the Conference and the place 
of venue were analysed and the invitation for the Council in 
Passau. 

On 26th April 2002 I had a meeting in Zagreb, with the 
Croatian Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engi-
neering and the following topics were discussed: (i) 3rd Na-
tional Croatian Conference;(ii)  ISSMGE TCs; (iii) ERTCs; (iv) 
13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
Conference – Prague 2003. 

On 8th May 2002 I had a meeting in Madrid, with the Span-
ish Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
and the following topics were discussed: (i) National Spanish 
Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering Con-
ference; (ii) Jimenez Sallas Lecture; (iii) Participation in ISS-
MGE Technical Committees; (iv) Participation in European 
Technical Committees; (v) 13th European Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering Conference – Prague 2003. 

On 28th May 2002 I had a meeting in Passau, with the 
DGGT Geotechnical Society and the following topics were dis-
cussed: (i) Participation in ISSMGE Technical Committees; (ii) 
Participation in European Technical Committees; (iii) Participa-
tion in the XV European Young Geotechnical Conference – 
Dublin - September 2002; (iv) Role of DGGT in the 13th Euro-
pean Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering Conference 
– Prague 2003. 

On 13th September 2002 I had a meeting, in Dublin, with the 
Irish Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
and the following topics were discussed: i) General activities of 
the Society; (ii) Participation in ISSMGE Technical Commit-

tees; (iii) Participation in European Technical Committees; (iv) 
Role in the 13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering Conference – Prague 2003. 

On the 23rd of September 2002 I had two meetings in Paris. 
One with the board of the CFMS, the other one with members 
of TC31. The following topics were discussed (i) Activities de-
veloped during the tenue September 2001-2002 and the planned 
activities for the period September 2002-2003; (ii) Participation 
in ISSMGE Technical Committees with emphasis to TC31 
Education in Geotechnical Engineering; (iii) Participation in 
European Technical Committees; (iv) Role of the Society in the 
technical programme of the 13th European Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering Conference – Prague 2003. 

It was necessary, since I chair the ISSMGE Board Task 
Force on Education to establish a cooperation with that TC on 
Education. I could meet 2 core members of ITC-31, namely 
Messrs Magnan (Chair) & Gambin (secretary). 

Main points discussed were as follows: organizing touring 
lectures : the first request came from Makedonia (formerly part 
of Yougoslavia), for Seismic Design in G. E. Sponsorship from 
Western Europe Contractors is looked for, but seems more and 
more improbable. The possibility to link this operation with a 
similar one in Albania is under consideration. 

On 20th February 2003 I had two meetings, in Athens, the 
first one with the Hellenic Society of Soil Mechanics and 
Foundation Engineering and the second one with the chairmen 
of ERTC 12 – Evaluation Committee for the application of 
EC8. The following topics were discussed: (i) General activities 
of the Society; (ii) Participation in ISSMGE Technical Commit-
tees; (iii) Participation in European Technical Committees; (iv) 
Terms of reference and planned activities of ERTC12; (v) Role 
of engineering geologists in geotechnical projects; (vi) Role in 
the 13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineer-
ing Conference – Prague 2003. 

A meeting with the TURKISH National Committee for 
ISSMGE will take place during the International Conference on 
New Developments in Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engi-
neering, Lefkosa, May 29-31, 2003. 

A meeting with the Belgium Group of SMGE will take place 
during the 4 th International Geotechnical Seminar on Deep 
Foundations on Bored and Auger Piles IV, June 2-4, Ghent, 
2003.

A meeting with the Czech and Slovak National Committee 
for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering will take 
place on June 20, in Prague, to analyse several issues related 
with the 13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engi-
neering Conference – Prague 2003. 

7 COUNCIL MEETINGS  

I chaired a meeting on 27th May in Passau, during the 12th Da-
nube European Conference, with the participation of the follow-
ing SMGE Danube European Countries: Austria, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, Poland, Romania 
and Slovenia.  The submission of the Slovenian Geotechnical 
Society was approved unanimously. 

A Council meeting European Societies ISSMGE is sched-
uled in Prague, on 25th August, 16.30-18.00H.

8 FINAL REMARKS  

It is extremely encouraging to note the tremendous breadth of 
activity of the Members Societies in the European region.  

The following subjects that have deserved great attention 
still need a closely attendance:  
- 13th European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
Conference – Prague 2003 
- ERTCs activities 
- Interaction with some societies that are less active 
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- Meetings with the Societies. 

NORTH AMERICAN REGION – R D WOODS 

1 MEMBER SOCIETY ACTIVITIES 

1.1 USA National Committee – Robert Holtz 
(holtz@u.washington.edu)  

SARA2003 – This conference has consumed much energy by 
the U.S. National Committee with an issue you know well, 
payment of ½ of one registration with acceptance of paper for 
PanAm Conf.  The conference organizers in the end did not re-
quire this payment, but assumed that it would help ensure atten-
dance at the conference by those chosen for oral presentations.  
Consensus in USA and Canada was that this requirement was 
not out of line and is a good way to ensure the appearance of au-
thors whose papers are accepted and published.

FEES structure – Member Society Secretary, Robert Holtz sees 
some difficulty in selling increase in fees per member from 8.07 
to 12.90 CHF, an increase of about 60%. 

1.2 Canadian National Committee – Canadian Geotechnical 
Society – Jim Graham, (cgs@cc.UManitoba.ca). 

They may be pressing for one person = one vote if fees struc-
ture is based on number of members as proposed in our current 
motion.

Their “bid book” for 2009 Conf. has just been released.(May 
30, 2003).  The venue would be Niagara Falls Ontario in Fall 
2009 and the Conference Chair would be Kerry Rowe.  He is 
being assisted in Toronto by a group of organizers led by David 
Dundas.  Administrative arrangements will be led by Laurier 
Forget (Laurier.Forget@nrc-cnrc.gc.ca) at Conference Services 
at the Canadian National Research Council. 

1.3 Mexican National Committee – Mexican Society for Soil 
Mechanics (SMMS), Juan Jacobo Schmitter through 
2002, Hector Valverde Landeros 2003-2004 

Promoting their Yucatan Location for 2009 Conf. 

2 TC’S FROM NORTH AMERICA 

TC#4 - Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, Liam Finn,  
Report submitted  to President. 

TC#16 -   Ground Property Characterization by In-situ Tests, 
Paul Mayne 

 Report submitted to President. 
TC#20- Geotechnical and Professional Practice, John 

Bachner, report to President 
 Terms of reference- I have no record of them being 

accepted by President. 
 Would like to develop pamphlet on Procurement of 

Geotechnical Work.  Brazil indicates similar prob-
lems in practice and would welcome pamphlet.  Has 
not heard from other countries.  Committee got late 
start because of commitments of chair and has not 
found much interest from original committee mem-
bers.

TC#33 - Geotechnics of Soil Erosion, Jean-Louis Briaud, re-
port submitted to President. 

 Needs subcommittees, recommended some non-
ISSMGE members as subcommittee chairs, seems 
not possible under current operation rules for TC’s.  
We need to reach out to other geo-disciplines in 
cases where Geotech is not the only discipline.  Bri-
aud is assuming temporary chair of G-I Committee 
on Soil Erosion and Scour.

TC#36 -  Foundation Engineering in Difficult Soft Soil Condi-
tions, G. Auvinet, Report submitted to President. 

SOUTH AMERICAN REGION – JJ BOSIO 

1 INTRODUCTION 

The report summarizes the main activities of 2001-2003 South 
American Region.
It includes the following subjects: 
New authorities and e-mail addresses 
Communication with the Vice-Presidency 
Main Events from September 2001to July 2003 
Planned Events from August 2003 to December 2004 
International Meetings
National Meetings
XII Pan American Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotech-
nical Engineering
The Pan American Committee Meeting 
The Conference 
South American News 
The Latin-American Geotechnical Journal. Soils & Rocks  
Uruguayan membership status 
Costa Rica financial situation 
Goals and Challenges

2 NEW AUTHORITIES AND E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

(Updated to July 31,2003) 

Sociedad Argentina de Ingeniería Geotécnica (SAIG) 
President : Dr. Emilio R. Redolfi. (presidente@saig.org.ar) 
Secretary : Ing. Pablo Torres. (secretario@saig.org.ar) 
Web Page: http://www.saig.org.ar 

Asociación Boliviana de Geotecnia (ABIG) 
President: Ing. Edmundo Rivas (lims2@ceibo.entelnet.bo)

Associação Brasileira de Mecânica dos Solos e Engenharia 
Geotécnica (ABMS) 

abms@abms.com.br
President : Prof. Waldermar Hachich (whachich@usp.br) 
Secretary : Prof. Alberto S.F.J.Sayão(sayao@civ.puc-rio.br) 
Web page: http://www.Imc.ep.usp.br/people/hachich 

Sociedad Chilena de Geotecnia (SOCHIGE) 
President : Issa Kort K, ( ikort@adsl.tie.cl) 
Secretary: Ramón Verdugo, ( rverdugo@cec.uchile.cl ) 

Sociedad Colombiana de Geotecnia (SCG) 
President: Ing. Adolfo Alarcon Guzman 
(scg1@colomsat.net.co; aalarcon@ingeomin.gov.co)
Secretary: Ing. Jacobo Ojeda-Moncayo  
(scg1@colomsat.net.co;jacojeda@hotmail.com) 
Web page : www.scg.org.co 

Asociación Costarricense de Geotecnia (ACG) 
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President: Prof.Ing Marcia Cordero Sandi 
(mcordero_insuma@racsa.co.cr) 
Secretary: Ing. Roque Rimolo Napolitano 
(acgeo@cfia.or.cr)

Sociedad Ecuatoriana de Mecánica de Suelos y Rocas 
(SEMSIR)

President: Prof. Fernando Nuñez Lomas 
(semsir_ec@hotmail.com) 
Secretary: Ing. Renato Benavidez Chica 
(semsir_ec@hotmail.com) 

Sociedad Paraguaya de Geotecnia (SPG) 
President: Prof. Miguel Stanichevsky 
(e-mail: geostan@pla.net.py) 
Secretary: Ing Rodrigo Labbe (spg@supernet.com.py) 
Web Page: http://www.orion.com.py/spg 

Sociedad Peruana de Geotecnia  
President: Prof. A Carrillo Gil  (arnaldo@amauta.rcp.net.pe) 
Secretary: Ing. Oscar Neyra García 
(arnaldo@amauta.rcp.net.pe) 

Sociedad Uruguaya de Ingeniería Geotécnica (SUIG) 
(soliciting membership) 

President: Alvaro Gutiérrez (agutierr@fing.edu.uy) 
Secretary:  Leonardo Behak (suig@fing.edu.uy) 

Sociedad Venezolana de Geotécnica (SVDG)  
President: Ing. Isaura Romero Requena ( svdg@telcel.net.ve) 
Secretary: Ing. Igor Pankovs Krijickava (ipank-

ovs@cantv.net) 
Web Page: http://www.svdg.org.ve 

3 COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE VICE-
PRESIDENCY AND THE REGIONAL SOCIETIES 

One of the main goal of the Vice-presidency was to maintain a 
fluid communication with all the local Societies of the region. 
This goal was reached without exception. From May 2002 to 
August 2003 (1.5 year), 28 Circulars letters were sent to the lo-
cal Societies by the Vice-Presidency. A correspondence of 227 
e-mails were registered (See table 1) 

Table 1. Statistics of correspondence with individual members or Local Societies 
(May 2002-August 2003) 

Society No. of E-mail              % 
Argentina 21 9.4 
Brazil 34 15.0 
Bolivia 11 4.8 
Chile  13 5.7 
Colombia 14 6.2 
Costa Rica 18 7.9 
Ecuador 45 19.8 
Paraguay  15 6.6 
Peru 16 7.0 
Uruguay 18 7.9 
Venezuela 22 9.7 
TOTAL 227 100.0 

4 MAIN EVENTS 

SOCIETY PLACE DATE EVENTS 
SAIG Trelew,

Argentina
Nov. 6-8, 
2002

16º Argentine Conference on Geotechnical Engineering. GEO-
TECNIA PATAGONIA 2002 

ABIG La Paz 
Bolivia

March 18-
22, 2002 

Course on Seismic Geotechnics as Applied to Engineering Works

ABIG La Paz 
Bolivia

July, 2003 Seminar on Foundation  

ABMS Rio de Janeiro 
Brazil

Nov, 20-24, 
2001

III COBRAE – Brazilian Conference in Slope November 28 to 
30, 2001.

ABMS Recife, Per-
nambuco, Brazil 

March 10-
14, 2002 

UNSAT 2002 – The 3rd International Conference on Unsaturated 
Soils

ABMS Rio de Janeiro
Brazil

Aug.11-15,
2002

4th International Conference on Environmental Geotechnics. 4th

ICEG
ABMS-SPG Sao Paulo 

Brazil
Oct. 20-21 

2002
1st Portuguese-Brazilian Geotechnical Congress
(1st CLBG)

ABMS Sao Paulo 
Brazil

Oct. 20-24, 
2002

III Brasilian Symposium on Rock Mechanics.  
(III SBMR) 

ABMS Sao Paulo 
Brazil

Oct. 20-24, 
2002

XII Brazilian Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering. (XII COBRAMSEG) 

ABMS Sao Paulo 
Brazil

Mar 31-Apr 
04, 2003 

2nd. Course on Rock Engineering: Concepts, Investigation and 
Design.

ABMS Rio
Brazil

April
10,2003

Seminars on ABMS Bi-Annual Awards: Terzaghi, Costa Nunes 
and Icarahy Silveira Awards. 
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SOCIETY PLACE DATE EVENTS 
ABMS Porto Alegre 

Brazil
May 20-23, 

2003
4th  Brazilian Symposium on Geosynthetics. 

5th  Brazilian Congress on Environmental Geotechnics  
ABMS Cuiaba

MT,Brazil
July 24-26, 

2003
1st  Symposium on Geotechnics of Centre-West Brazil. 

SOCHIGE Santiago, Chile  2002-2003 Drafting and publication of standards and recommen-dations fo
the design and constructions of post-tension anchors, reinforce
earth retaining wall and gabions. To be published with the Chilea
Construction Chamber. 

SCG Bucaramanga 
Colombia 

Mar.18-22,
2002

1st Latin American Symposium on Erosion Control

SCG Bogota
Colombia 

Jun 13-14, 
2002

Seminar on Flexible Retaining Structures

SCG Cali
Colombia 

Jun 28,2002 Seminar on Flexible Retaining Structures 

SCG Pasto 
Colombia 

Jul 11,2002 Seminar on Flexible Retaining Structures 

SCG Bogota
Colombia 

Jul 25,2002 Lectures Cycle 
��Clay fissures cause by drying 
��Fractals and fractures in Geotechnics 

SCG Medellin
Colombia 

Aug 15-16, 
2002

Course-Workshop on the Design of Retaining Structures

SCG Medellin
Colombia 

Nov 05-09, 
2002

IV Colombian Seminar on Geotechnics and IX Colombian Con-
ference on Geotechnics

SCG Bogota
Colombia 

May 22-23, 
2003

Seminar on Geotechnical design of Aqueducts and  Sewerage 
System  

SCG Bogota
Colombia 

Jun 05-06, 
2003

Pavement Design of the “ Bogota Sabana”

ACG Costa Rica Mar, 2003 Lecture Cycle on the Orosi August 31, 2002 Landslide  
ACG Costa Rica April.2003 Seminar on “New Exploration Procedures in Geology and Geo-

technics” 
ACG Costa Rica May, 2003 Lecture cycle on the Tapezco Landslide: Causes and Solutions.
ACG Costa Rica Jun, 2003 Course on Soft Soil Foundations. Dr.Enrique Santoyo, México 

SEMSIR Porto Viejo 
Mnabi,Ecuador

Nov, 2003 Vº National Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering and Symposium on “ The Niño Phenomenom”  

SPG Asuncion
Paraguay 

Nov 26-30, 
2001

II Paraguayan Symposium of Geology and III Paraguayan 
Symposium of  underground water and drilling of wells.  

SPG-APE 
CPDP

Asuncion
Paraguay 

Nov 19-21, 
2002

Seminar on Failures, Restoration and Construction Quality. 

SPG-APE 
CPDP

Asuncion
Paraguay 

Mar 26-April 
02, 2002 

International lecture on Failures, Restoration and Construction 
Quality. 

SOC. PERUANA 
DE GEOTECNIA 

Lima, Perú Nov, 2002 Lectures cycles. “Geotechnical Thursday” Founda-tion Pathol-
ogy “Eng. Claudio Neyra Garcia” 

SOC. PERUANA 
DE GEOTECNIA 

Lima, Perú Jan, 2003 Seminar on New Procedures for Soil Bearing Capacity Determi-
nation

SOC. PERUANA 
DE GEOTECNIA 

Lima, Perú March, 2003 Lectures cycles. “Geotechnical Thursday” “Tropical Soils Be-
havior” Ing. Arnaldo Carrillo Gil 

SOC. PERUANA 
DE GEOTECNIA 

Lima, Perú May, 2003 Lectures cycles. “Geotechnical Thursday” “Tailing Dam”. Ing. 
Miguel de la Torre 

SVDG Caracas 
Venezuela

Oct 25, 2002 Seminar on Underground Works in Venezuela Present and Fu-
ture.

SVDG Caracas 
Venezuela

Nov 5, 2002 XVII Geotechnical Seminar " From State of the Art to Practice” 
".
Gustavo Perez Guerra Lecturer 
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5 PLANNED EVENTS FROM AUG 2003 TO DEC 2004 

5.1 INTERNATIONAL MEETINGS 

ABMS ( Brazil) 
· 4th International Workshop on Applications of Computa-
tional Mechanics in Geotechnical Engineering. Ouro Preto MG, 
Brazil Aug,18-20,2003. 
· 2nd Portuguese-Brazilian Congress on Geotechnics. Aveiro, 
Portugal. April 2004 
· 9th International Symposium on Landslides. Rio. Brazil. 
June,2004.
ACG (Costa Rica) 
· III Panamerican Conference on the Teaching Learning  
Process of Geotechnical Engineering. San Jose. Costa Rica. July 
28 to 30,2004 
SPG ( Paraguay)  
II MERCOSUR Geotechnical Meeting. Asunción -Paraguay. 
Nov,05-03,2003.
SOCIEDAD PERUANA DE GEOTECNIA 
· Peru-Ecuador Binational Symposium.“Geotechnics and 
natural disasters “ Lima, Peru. Oct,2003. 

5.2 NATIONAL MEETINGS 

SPG ( Paraguay) 
II Paraguayan Conference on Geotechnics. 
VI Geotechnical - Structural Seminar. 
1st National Seminar on Dams. Asunción.Paraguay. Nov, 05-
03, 2003. 
SAIG (Argentina) 
XVII Argentine Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechni-
cal Engineering SINERGIA 2004 Córdoba-Argentina. Oct, 
2004.
ABMS (Brazil) 
1st Brazilian Conference on Tunnels and Excavations.SP, Bra-
zil. March. 2004 
Seminar on Special Foundations and Geotechnics. SP, Brazil. 
Nov. 2004 
SOCHIGE (Chile) 
V Chilean Conference on Geotechnics Santiago, Chile, Oct 
2003
SCG (Colombia) 
Colombian Seminar on  Geotechnics.Paipa,Colombia. Aug, 09-
10, 2003 
XII Geotechnical  Seminar and Forum on the “Bogota Sabana”, 
Bogota. Colombia , Oct, 2003 
X Colombian Conference on Geotecnics, Tunja, Colombia, 
Aug, 11-13, 2004 
SOCIEDAD PERUANA DE GEOTECNIA  
National Conference on Geotechnics. Lima, Perú. Aug,2003 
Lectures cycles. Geotechnical Thursday. ”The Environment and 
the Urban Residues” Ing. Arnaldo Carrillo Acevedo, Lima, 
Peru, Dec, 2003. 

6 XII PANAMERICAN CONFERENCE ON SOIL 
MECHANICS AND GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 
(12PCSMGE)

6.1 The Panamerican Committee Meeting 

Was held in Cambridge, USA on Sunday 22 June, 2003.  The 
following South American Societies send Delegates: Argentina, 
Chile, Ecuador, Colombia, Costa Rica, Paraguay, Peru, Vene-
zuela.  Brazil gave its proxy vote for venue election to Vene-
zuela

The 12PCSMGE has demonstrated the necessity of incorpo-
rating in the By Laws certain rules about the Organization of 
ISSMGE conferences in order to avoid undesirable misunder-
standings that cause a great lost of time and energy, and can 
even caused unnecessary confrontations. 

The Vice Presidents of the North American and South 
American Regions, introduced some proposal for discussion 
and voting.

The followings decisions were made by the Delegates in at-
tendance. (see Minutes of the 12PCSMGE Pan America 
Committee Meeting. Cambridge USA, June 22,2003):
The Venezuelan Local Society is the host member for the next 
Pan American Conference on Margarita Island, Venezuela in 
2007.
The  present method of selection  for the Casagrande Lecturers 
will continue. 
The Pan-American secretary will be from the host region, not 
necessarily the host country. 
The secretary will be selected in 2005 when the VP’s are 
elected.
The financial risk of running a Conference rests entirely upon 
the Host Member Society. 
The attendance requirements for papers accepted will be de-
cided upon by the Organizing Committee  
When a conference is sheared with a sister society, the ISSMGE 
logo and the name of Pan American Conference on Soils Me-
chanics and Geotechnical Engineering shall be prevalent and 
have precedence over all other titles.

So that these conferences be taken full advantage of, the 
South American Vice Presidency would like to suggest: 
Larger participation of  local Societies in the process of paper 
selection and revision.
Paper publications in the proceedings must not be linked in 
anyway to author attendance of the Conference.  
Better preparation of Delegates so that they truly represent their 
Local Societies and vote as instructed by them. 

6.2 The Conference 

The Conference took place in Cambridge from June 22 to 26, 
2003. Both Regional Vice Presidents worked closely with the 
Organizing Committee insisting that its traditional “Pan Ameri-
can Flavor” be maintained. The technical and scientific level of 
papers as well as the Conference sessions reached the level of 
its predecessors. Unfortunately, the increasingly critical conti-
nental economic crisis, the high cost of planes fares and lodging 
in Boston and the high exchange rates for the US dollars con-
tributed very negatively to a larger attendance by South Ameri-
cans. 

Of a total of 709 attendees,55 (7.8%) were South Americans, 
537 (75.7%)  North Americans and 117 (16.5%)  from other 
parts of the world.
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7 SOUTH AMERICAN NEWS 

Neil Taylor, K. Rainer and the South American Vice President 
are putting the finishing touches on the News Sections for South 
America on the ISSMGE Web site. We hope that it will soon  
be up and running. 

8 THE LATIN-AMERICAN GEOTECHNICAL JOURNAL. 
SOILS & ROCKS / SUELOS Y ROCAS

ABMS has been very successful in publishing the journal regu-
larly and with high quality technical papers. Soils & Rocks pub-
lishes papers in English, Spanish and Portuguese, in all fields of 
Geotechnical Engineering, Environmental Geotechnics and En-
gineering Geology. The journal, created in 1978, is currently in 
its 26th volume, with three editions per year. Soils and Rocks 
became officially the Latin-American Geotechnical Journal 
since 1999, with the support of all member societies in Latin 
America. Moreover, as agreed with the Portuguese Geotechni-
cal Society (SPG) last year, Soils and Rocks is being distributed 
to all 1100 members of SPG. At the same time, Geotecnia (the 
Portuguese Geotechnical Journal) is being distributed to all 
ABMS members. However, Brazilian contributions are still 
prevalent in Soils and Rocks, and ISSMGE support is still 
needed for stimulating more contributions from all Spanish 
speaking countries in Latin America. 

9 URUGUAYAN MEMBERSHIP STATUS 

Despite the efforts put forth by the Uruguayan Society, my self 
and other Local Societies members , the Uruguayan Society of 
Geotechnical Engineering (SUIG) can not at this time become a 
member the ISSMGE. This is principally due to the current 
economic situation that is affecting Uruguay as well as most of 
the rest of the region. This is further complicated by the fact that 
the SUIG has a small membership. We will continue in contact 
with them trying to find a solution to this problem.  

10 COSTA RICA FINANCIAL SITUATION 

Costa Rica, like Uruguay and other countries of the Region, is 
suffering the consequences of one of the greatest economic cri-
sis in their histories. These Societies, are actively promoting 
Geotechnical advancement in their countries, as can be seen in 
the above activity chart. The problem is that most of these 
societies are financially supported by a very small core group of 
members. As a result of this situation, Costa Rica has asked 
about the possibility of renegotiating its outstanding fee pay-
ments, or even the possibility of waiving part of its debt. It has 
also asked for information as to the possibility of financial 
assistance from the ISSMGE for the “III Conference on 
Teaching and Learning Geotechnical Engineering” that will 
take place from  July 28 to 30,2004 in San Jose, Costa Rica.  
For all the above mentioned reasons, I suggest that before we 
make any decision on ISSMGE memberships fee we should 
carefully study the real situation of all local societies, with 
outstanding fees to pay. 

11 GOALS AND CHALLENGES 

In my two years as regional vice President I have found some 
points that need to be improved.  These points constitute the 
most important goals and challenges for the rest of my term :  
a) Encourage the participation of regional individual members 
in different ISSMGE Technical Committee  
b) Promote the foundation of new societies 
c) Strengthen societies with a low level of activities 

d) Publish and schedule all the most important events through 
the creation of a Regional WEB Page.
e) Encourage the participation of  all regional members in Na-
tional Conferences  by giving them a ranking of South Ameri-
can Conference.  This ranking will be given annually to a dif-
ferent country  
f) Foster the Latin-America Geotechnical Journal. SOILS & 
ROCKS /SUELOS Y ROCAS as a vehicle for the dissemination 
of regional individual experiences and research.

APPENDIX 4 - INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TASK 
FORCE REPORT - 2001 - 2003 

1 INTRODUCTION 

This report summarises the activities and progress of the Infor-
mation Technology Task Force.  The IT Task Force was estab-
lished in 2001 with the commencement of the current Board’s 
term of office.  A detailed paper by K. Rainer Massarsch pro-
vides a full description of the achievements of the IT Task 
Force and the development of web-based IT tools for the Soci-
ety (Proc. XIII ECSMGE, Vanicek et al (eds.) �GtS, Prague, 
Vol. 3, pp. 655-660).  This report simply summarises the pro-
gram of activities and key decisions or milestones of the IT 
Task Force. 

2 IT ACTIVITIES 2001 - 2003 

- In 2001 the Istanbul Council Meeting approved the proposal 
of the Swedish Geotechnical Society to establish an IT 
Working Group to investigate opportunities for the Society 
to benefit from the use and development of IT tools. 

- The incoming ISSMGE President appointed an IT Task 
Force from the Board to coordinate and manage the activity 
of the IT Working Group.  The IT Task Force comprises 
Grant Murray (VP Australasia) and Professor Neil Taylor 
(Secretary General). 

- The IT Working Group was established under the Chair-
manship of K. Rainer Massarsch with support from Bengt 
Rydell of the SGI. 

- The Board approved the Society’s contractual association 
with Webforum for the International Geotechnical Services 
Directory in December of 2001 at the Board Meeting in 
Hongkong.

- The IT Task Force provided the IT Working Group with a 
definition of their expectations for the web based IT tools 
required by the Society.  In broad terms, the IT goals of the 
Society were established by the Task Force so that the 
Working Group could identify a suitable strategy for im-
plementation.

- The IT Working Group developed the strategy options and 
in June 2002 Rainer Massarsch demonstrated working mod-
els to the ISSMGE Board Meeting in Ghent based around 
the experience and knowledge gained by the SGF. 

- Following this presentation the IT Task Force was in-
structed by the Board to draft a detailed specification of the 
Society’s requirements for web based IT tools that would 
provide a basis for suppliers to provide an estimate of costs 
and a program for delivery. 

- The specification for full delivery of the Society’s web 
based IT management tools was quite complex and proved 
to be prohibitively expensive.  The IT Task Force concluded 
that the implementation of the complete package was going 
to be detrimental to its successful integration into day to day 
Society usage.  

- By a process of negotiation with the preferred IT supplier 
(Webforum), the specification for web based IT tools was 
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partitioned into separate packages.  Each package could be 
implemented in stages to meet the objectives of the Society 
and deliver some immediate benefits to the Board, the 
Members and some of the Technical Committees. 

- A proposal paper was drafted and presented to the Board at 
the November 2002 meeting in South Africa.  The proposal 
requested approval of additional expenditure amounting to 
�$24,000 for the implementation of Stage 1.  The proposal 
was approved. 

- Webforum prepared the new website and established the as-
sociated communication management platforms.  In Febru-
ary 2003, the IT Task Force held a meeting in Manchester, 
UK with Webforum and the Chairman of the IT Working 
Party to trial the system and establish management proto-
cols. 

- The new website and associated communication manage-
ment platforms was launched and accessible to the member-
ship in April 2003 (http://www.webforum.com/issmgeweb/home).

APPENDIX 5 - PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

This task force has focussed on two main tasks: 

1. The development of guidelines for ethical profes-
sional practice. 

2. The development of “messages” from ISSMGE out-
wards to promote understanding of the role and im-
portance of geotechnical engineers in society. 

This report summarizes the current status of the Task Force’s 
efforts as of April 2003. 

GUIDELINES FOR ETHICAL PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE 

It is noted that a number of Member Societies will have state-
ments or guidelines regarding the principles of professional 
practice, and that these may reflect the local conditions within a 
particular country or region. As an example, a recent document 
issued by the Indian Geotechnical Society is worthy of note. It 
addresses a broad message to owners, architects and design en-
gineers, and covers the following issues: 
Selection process 

�� Scope of services 
�� The functions of a geotechnical auditor 
�� Fee structure 
�� The contract agreement 
�� Legalities
�� The contents of a geotechnical Report. 

The document also sets out a Code of Conduct for Geopro-
fessionals which considers issues related to: 

�� Work ethos 
�� Conduct towards the client 
�� Conduct towards other professionals 

The guidelines set out below are a very preliminary set of 
points which have been developed by the Task Force after re-
viewing various documents and discussing the issues with for-
mer officers of the Society. Several of the guidelines reflect is-
sues that are also addressed by the Indian Geotechnical Society. 

These guidelines are set out in two categories: 
(a) General professional ethics which apply to all engineering 
professionals
(b) Specific issues for geotechnical professionals. 

(a) GENERAL PROFESSIONAL ETHICS 

Geotechnical professionals shall: 
1. Place their responsibility for the welfare, health and 

safety of the community before their responsibility to 
sectional or private interests. 

2. Act with honor, integrity and dignity to merit the trust 
of the community and the engineering profession at 
large.

3. Shall act only within areas of their competence and in 
a diligent and careful manner. 

4. Shall apply their skills and knowledge in the interest 
of their employer or client for whom they act, without 
compromising any other obligations they may have to 
act in an ethical manner. 

5. Shall take reasonable steps to inform themselves, their 
clients and employers, of the technical, social, envi-
ronmental and other possible consequences which 
may arise from their actions. 

6. Shall express opinions, make statements, or give evi-
dence with fairness and honesty, and only on the basis 
of adequate knowledge. 

7. Shall continue to develop relevant knowledge, skill 
and expertise throughout their careers, and shall ac-
tively encourage those with whom they are associated 
to do likewise. 

(b) SPECIFIC ISSUES FOR GEOTECHNICAL PRO-
FESSIONALS

1. Shall take steps to be aware of the context (the “larger 
picture”) in which their work is carried out and en-
deavour to participate in the project from beginning to 
end.

2. Shall make themselves aware of the geological and 
hydrogeological context of the project in which they 
are involved. 

3. Shall, when acting as a designer, take all reasonable 
steps to visit the site during construction and satisfy 
himself/herself that the construction satisfies the de-
sign intent. 

4. Shall avoid price competition at the expense of tech-
nical quality. 

5. Shall endeavour to cooperate with professionals of 
other disciplines who are involved in the same pro-
ject.

6. Shall endeavour to explain to their clients and to the 
community at large the significance of their work. 

7. Shall, when asked to review or critique the work of 
fellow professionals, advise them accordingly. 

8. Shall avoid unnecessarily definitive statements in re-
lation to geotechnical and geological issues which are 
uncertain.

PUBLICITY AND COMMUNICATION IN RELATION TO 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 

INTRODUCTION

There appear to be at least 5 separate groups with whom our 
Society needs to communicate: 

(a) Geotechnical professionals. 
(b) Fellow professionals in other disciplines. 
(c) Clients. 
(d) The general public. 
(e) Government and decision-makers. 
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For each group, it is likely that a different message is required.  

The table below sets out some preliminary thoughts on the ob-
jectives of communication with each group, the general mes-

sage that may need to be communicated, and how that message 
may be communicated. 

COMMUNICATION OBJECTIVES AND METHODS 

Target
Group

Objectives of 
Communications

General Messages Message Delivery 

Geotechnical profes-
sionals

Persuade them to be more 
active in the Society and at-
tend conferences 

The ISSMGE is the peak in-
ternational body representing 
them 

�� More direct communication 
with individual members, 
e.g. via email from ISS-
MGE

�� Production of more useful 
reference material for 
members e.g. technical di-
gests from TC’s 

�� Visits by Officers of ISS-
MGE

Professionals in other 
technical disciplines 

Persuade non-geotechnical 
professionals of the critical 
necessity of having appro-
priate geotechnical input 
into all phases of a project 

�� Geotechnical engineers 
add value and reduce 
ground-related risks 

�� Dangers are associated 
with non-specialists do-
ing geotechnical work 

�� Participation in non-
geotechnical conferences 

�� Publications in non-
geotechnical journals 

�� Inter-Society interaction 
between ISSMGE and non-
geotechnical bodies 

Clients Persuade clients of the 
value of investing properly 
in ground investigation and 
in having proper geotechni-
cal input and supervision  
during the whole design and 
construction process 

�� Geotechnical engineers 
add value and reduce 
ground-related risks 

�� Proper geotechnical engi-
neering can reduce long-
term costs 

�� Personal contacts 
�� ISSMGE policy statements 
�� ISSMGE interaction with 

client groups 

General Public Make public aware of the 
critical role which geotech-
nical engineering plays in 
the development of modern 
society 

�� The ground is an inevita-
ble part of any develop-
ment

�� The ground poses risks 
for developments and in-
dividuals

�� The geotechnical engi-
neer aims to reduce these 
risks and increase the 
level of public and pri-
vate safety and comfort 

�� Media exposure 
�� Newspaper articles, in sim-

ple words 
�� Assistance from TC chair-

men 
�� Exposition of notable pro-

jects and the role of geo-
technics (e.g. Pisa) 

�� Development of “snappy 
slogans”

Government and De-
cision Makers 

Make them aware of the 
critical role which geotech-
nical engineers play in the 
planning and development 
of modern communities, 
and persuade them to in-
volve us in planning, execu-
tion and maintenance of fa-
cilities for these 
communities. 

�� As for the general public 
�� Success and financial vi-

ability of many public 
and private projects de-
pends on proper control 
& treatment of the ground 

�� Potential for export of 
specialized services to 
other countries/states. 

�� ISSMGE lobby via officers 
of Member Societies 

�� ISSMGE Senior officers to 
visit appropriate officials in 
key countries with help of 
Member Societies 

�� Senior professionals (Am-
bassadors) to assist in their 
regions in high-level con-
tacts 

PROPOSED COURSE OF ACTION 

In order to progress the efforts of the Task Force, the follow-
ing course of action is suggested: 

1. The Board should endorse the principles set out above. 
2. The Ambassadors should be contacted to inform them 

of the proposed “messages” and to seek their assistance 
in spreading these messages to people in their Region. 

3. The Task Force should liaise with Peter Day regarding 
“selling points” for ISSMGE Corporate Membership, 
as part of the effort to communicate better with our fel-
low geotechnical professionals. 

4. Powerpoint Presentations should be developed in rela-
tion to: 

a. The Ethics Principles 
b. The selling of our Society and profession to the 

various groups. 
These presentations should then be distributed to the Mem-

ber Societies for action 
Preliminary attempts at the development of Powerpoint pres-

entations have been made and are included with this report for 
noting and comment by the Board. 

3348



APPENDIX 6 - INDUSTRIAL LIAISON 

1 BACKGROUND 

One of the priorities established by the President for the current 
term of the ISSMGE Board was to improve liaison between the 
ISSMGE and geotechnical engineers in Industry. To this end, an 
Industrial Liaison Task Force was established. This task force is 
convened by Peter Day (VP Africa) assisted by Prof. Harry 
Poulos of Australia. 

This report summarises the activities of the Industrial Liai-
son task force since its establishment at the Istanbul Conference 
in August 2001. 

2 AIMS AND MODUS OPERANDI 

The aims and modus operandi of the Industrial Liaison Task 
Force (as revised after discussions at various Board Meetings) 
are attached to this report. 

3 INDUSTRIAL AMBASSADORS 

To date, the following nominations have been received for in-
dustrial ambassadors: 

Australasia  - Max Ervin (Australia)  
 - Peter Millar  (New Zealand) 

Europe - Maurice Bottiau (Belgium)  
Africa - Gavin Byrne  (South Africa)  
Asia  - Yoshinori Iwasaki (Japan)  
South America - Sussumu Niyama  (Brazil)  
North America - John Anderson  (USA)  
The intention is that one ambassador is appointed per region 

with sub-ambassadors as required reporting through the ap-
pointed ambassador. 

4 PILOT STUDY IN SOUTH AFRICA 

During the latter half of 2002, a trial run was carried out in 
South Africa, ahead of the Board Meeting in that country in De-
cember 2002.

In line with Item (c), a survey was prepared and distributed 
by email to approximately 100 members of the South African 
member society. This survey sought to obtain the following in-
formation; a profile of the respondent, perceived benefits of 
ISSMGE membership, an assessment of the extent to which the 
ISSMGE served the needs of Industry and services which the 
respondent would like to receive.

The results of this survey were presented at an informal 
meeting between about 40 members of the profession and the 
visiting Board members at an outdoor venue on an unseasona-
bly cold night immediately preceding the Board meeting. This 
meeting was arranged in line with Item (e) of the Modus Oper-
andi.

The following information emerged from the study: 
�� The “average” respondent had been a member if the 

ISSMGE for more than 15 years and was a direc-
tor/owner/senior employee of a multi-disciplinary 
consulting practice or a specialist geotechnical con-
sulting practice. Few contractors responded. About 
one in six respondents were unaware that they were 
indeed members of the ISSMGE. 

�� Over 80% of the respondents had attended and ISS-
MGE Regional Conference, 50% had attended Speci-
ality Conferences and 40% had attended an ISSMGE 
International Conference. 

�� The perception was that the ISSMGE presently caters 
well for educators, researchers, investigators and de-
signers but is not so good at looking after the needs of 
contractors, suppliers and clients. 

�� The three most frequent requests for improved ser-
vices were for a library of geotechnical literature, 
news of geotechnical (construction) projects and spe-
cialised journals. Professional registers and supplier 
databases rated at the bottom of the list of priorities. 

�� Respondents expressed the need for more speciality 
conferences, case history conferences and practical 
design courses and “lessons from failures” work-
shops. ISSMGE International Conferences and Trade 
Fairs rates lowest on this list with many feeling that 
there were too many of these events. 

�� Access to specialised geotechnical information re-
mains the main reason for membership. The respon-
dents felt that the local member society was fulfilling 
this function. 

5 RECENT PROGRESS 

Since the South African Board meeting in December, the ap-
pointment of the Regional Ambassadors has been confirmed. 
The survey has been reviewed in the light of the trial run in 
South Africa and has been circulated to the Ambassadors to-
gether with the results of the pilot study. A tentative French 
translation of the survey has been prepared but requires editing 
by a French-speaking engineer. 

Maurice Bottiau (Ambassador for Europe) has suggested that 
the next meeting between the Board and the profession should 
take place in Europe at the time of the Regional Conference in 
Prague. This suggestion is well received.

6 NEXT STEPS 

The next envisaged activities are as follows:
�� Receive comments from Regional Ambassadors and 

finalise the survey.  
�� Circulate the survey to members in Industry and to 

Corporate Members.  
�� Write to Corporate Members asking them for input.
�� Communicate the results of the surveys with Techni-

cal Committees and other agencies of the ISSMGE as 
they become available. 

AIMS AND MODUS OPERANDI 
INDUSTRIAL LIAISON TASK FORCE 

(Revision, November 2002) 

DEFINITION OF "INDUSTRY"  
The term "Industry" refers to practising engineers (contrac-

tors and consultants - as opposed to researchers and academics) 
and to the companies they work for. It also includes profession-
als representing equipment manufacturers and suppliers of 
products used by the geotechnical industry.  

AIM

The aim of the proposed Industry Liaison is:  
a) To ascertain the expectations which Industry has of the In-

ternational Society.  
b) To recognise the importance of Industry and ensure that 

the activities of the International Society are aligned to 
the interests and needs of industrial practice.

c) To encourage greater participation by Industry in the ac-
tivities of the International Society.  
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MODUS OPERANDI  

The above aims may be achieved by:  
a) Identifying leading members of the ISSMGE working in 

Industry who could provide information to the Society on 
the needs and expectations of Industry. The aim is to 
identify about 200 members spread across all Member 
Societies. These members would be identified with the 
help of the Member Societies and the Regional Vice 
Presidents. 

b) Appointing an ISSMGE "Industry Ambassador" in each 
Region (or sub-region) to assist with the tasks of this 
Portfolio. In some regions, more than one Ambassador 
will be required. For example, one for Southern Africa 
(mainly English speaking) and one for Central and North 
Africa (mainly French speaking). The Ambassadors will 
be selected by the Regional Vice Presidents and the 
Board.

c) Carrying out a survey among such members to obtain their 
views.

d) Writing to all Corporate Members of the ISSMGE asking 
for their input.

e) Arranging an informal meetings/gatherings at Regional 
Conferences or other events during which delegates from 
Industry will be invited to share their views on the ISS-
MGE and their expectations of the Society. These should 
preferably be informal gatherings such as a Cheese & 
Wine (or similar) which could be sponsored by interested 
companies.  

f) Communicating all worthwhile contributions to the organ-
isers of ISSMGE sponsored activities as soon as possible 
for possible implementation at up-coming events.

g) Informing the relevant Technical Committees of any sug-
gestions which have a bearing on their work. 

h) Discussing the matter with our sister societies and related 
organisations including DFI, ICOLD, IAEG, ISRM etc., 
and gaining for their experiences. 

i) Preparing a report to Council on these activities. 

ROLE AND SELECTION OF AMBASSADORS 

The role of the ambassadors would be to assist in all the ac-
tivities of the Industry Liaison Portfolio in their Regions or sub-
Regions. This would include identifying members/companies 
who could contribute, encouraging response to the survey, co-
ordinating the meetings with Industry in their areas and assist-
ing in identifying the needs and expectations of Industry.  

The preferred profile for an Ambassador is a practising 
member of the ISSMGE who is well respected by industry and 
who knows many of the practitioners in the Region. He should 
also have had some exposure to the activities of the Society (In-
ternational Conferences, Technical Committees, etc.). Examples 
of people who may fit this role are a MD of a large construction 
company, a senior consulting engineer, the President / Secretary 
of the local Member Society etc.  

The appointment of Ambassadors would be on the following 
terms:  

a) The term of office will be the same as the term of office of 
the Board, i.e. 4 years from one International Conference 
to the next.

b) The Ambassadors will report to the Board through the 
Vice President of the Region or the IL Task Force.  

c) No financial assistance will be provided by the ISSMGE. 
Note that this is no different to the situation with Techni-
cal Committee office bearers.  

d) The Ambassadors will not attend Board Meetings but may 
attend Council Meetings as observers.

e) In the larger regions, sub-ambassadors may be appointed 
who will report to the Board through the Regional Am-
bassador.

APPENDIX 7: SUBSCRIPTION FEES. 

The Board of ISSMGE has undertaken a review of the Fee 
Structure of ISSMGE.  

The present formula has two components: a Member Society 
component that is weighted by the GNP and GNP/capita of 
countries constituting the Member Society; and an individual 
member component that simply relates to the number of ISS-
MGE members in a Member Society. The philosophy behind 
this formula was to reduce the financial burden on poorer Mem-
ber Societies. This would be achieved if all Member Societies 
had similar numbers of members. However, since the general 
trend is for the more wealthy Member Societies to have a larger 
number of ISSMGE members then the net result of the present 
formula is generally to penalize the poorer Member Societies 
with a significantly larger fee per individual member when 
compared to the more wealthy Member Societies. It is this in-
equity that the Board seeks to redress.  

After reviewing several possible alternatives, it was deter-
mined that the principal of equal fees for all individual members 
represents the fairest method of levying subscription fees and 
had the added benefit of substantially simplifying the fees struc-
ture. Using the 2003 invoiced fees, this individual member fee 
would be CHF12.90 corresponding to GBP6.00. It is recom-
mended that the subscription fees remain linked to the Swiss 
Franc though invoices can be calculated in GBP for the conven-
ience of Member Societies. 

With the proposed change, sixteen Member Societies would 
experience an increase in subscription fee per head ranging 
from CHF0.15 to CHF6.14 per individual. For all other Member 
Societies a decrease would apply ranging from CHF0.51 to 
CHF26.46. In general terms, the subscription fees reduce for 
smaller, less advantaged Member Societies while the fees in-
crease for larger advantaged Member Societies.  

Based on this in-depth study, the following RESOLUTION 
is proposed: 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas the current method of calculating ISSMGE Fees 
was designed to lessen the fees burden on poorer countries and 
distribute that fees burden to wealthier countries, and 

Whereas the actual outcome of the current method of calcu-
lating fees results in an unexpected higher fee per member for 
poorer countries, and 

Whereas an alternative method of assessing ISSMGE Fees 
distributes the fees more in line with the spirit and intent of the 
ISSMGE,  

Be it resolved that paragraph 5C of the ISSMGE Statutes and 
5C.1 of the By-Laws of ISSMGE be changed to read as follows: 

5C The annual subscription of each Member Society shall 
be determined from the number of listed members de-
clared by a Member Society at the end of the preced-
ing financial year and a uniform fee per listed mem-
ber. The minimum annual subscription of any 
member society shall be equivalent to the fee payable 
by 30 listed members. 

5C.1 Where the membership of the Member Society is less 
than thirty, the Member Society may apply to the 
President for exemption from the minimum fee pay-
able which exemption may be granted at the Presi-
dent’s discretion.
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   (Rate CHF/GBP 
=2.145)

(using fee/head = 
CHF12.9)

Member Society Membership 
(Oct. '02) 

Invoiced Fee in 
2003 (GBP) 

Equivalent invoice 
(CHF)

New Fee System 
(CHF)

SWITZERLAND 250 2424.3 5200.1 3225.0 
SYRIA 17 258.2 553.7 387.0 
TUNISIA 10 183.5 393.6 387.0 
TURKEY 181 1286.3 2759.0 2334.9 
UK 1423 6221.6 13345.2 18356.7 
USA 2443 9843.8 21114.8 31514.7 
VENEZUELA 23 422.1 905.3 387.0 
VIETNAM 18 330.3 708.5 387.0 
YUGOSLAVIA 29 296.0 634.8 387.0 
ZIMBABWE 17 157.3 337.4 387.0 

APPENDIX 8 - VOTING POLICY 

1 INTRODUCTION 

In the past few years, there have been many discussions on 
the voting system of the ISSMGE, in particular whether the sys-
tem should be changed so that decisions made by the society 
genuinely reflect the opinions and benefits of the ISSMGE 
members.  

This report summarises the discussions that have been made 
in the previous board meetings held in Ghent, June 2002, in 
Kruger Park, November 2002 and in June Ghent to stimulate 
discussions by the Member Societies on the possible revision of 
the voting system of the ISSMGE.  The intention is to discuss 
the matter at the Council Meeting in Prague with a view to for-
mulating firm proposals for presentation to the Council Meeting 
in Osaka, 2005.

1.1 Present Statutes 

According to the present Statutes, the membership of the 
ISSMGE is defined as follows: 

�� 4A "The International Society is composed of Mem-
bers Societies accepted into membership”. 

�� 4B "A Member Society is generally a National Society 
but may also represent two or more nearby coun-
tries.  A country may not have more than one 
Member Society." 

�� 4C "Each Member Society is composed in part or in 
full of Individual Members who are designated In-
dividual Members of the International Society". 

�� 12F "Each member society entitled to the benefits of 
membership having a delegate present at the meet-
ing shall have one vote.  Other members of the 
Council and other persons present are not entitled 
to vote." 

1.2 Problems

The problems with the current voting system that have been 
pointed out by some member societies can be summarised as 
follows:

(1) Not equal vote per individual member (e.g., the low-
est with the USA). 

(2) Not equal vote per region (e.g., the lowest with the 
Australasia region). 

(3) Not equal ratio of “the number of votes per individual 
member” to “the amount of fees per individual mem-

ber” (e.g., better than the item (1), yet the lowest with 
the USA). 

It appears that many member societies consider that, due to 
one or some or all of the above factors, the present voting sys-
tem may have resulted in biased decisions on the following 
items of business: 

(1) election of the President; 
(2) selection of the venue of the ICSMGE; 
(3) selection of the venue of the Council Meeting at the 

“mid-term” Regional CSMGE; 
(4) approval of the budget; and  
(5) changes in Statutes and By-laws. 

With respect to the items (2) and (3) above, the Vice Presi-
dent of African Region, Peter Day reported to the Board as fol-
lows in December 2001.  

“The following graph illustrates the situation (based on 
numbers presented to the Istanbul Board Meeting but including 
the up-coming Council Meeting in Prague and the ICSMGE in 
Osaka).” 

It is readily seen from Fig. 1-1 that the ratio of the number of 
ICSMGE and Mid-Term Council Meetings to the number of in-
dividual members in a Member Society has a degree of bias. 

1.3 Potential largely different opinions 

Recent discussions on this issue at the previous board meet-
ings and on other occasions are summarised and presented be-
low. Many individual members, member societies and ISSMGE 
regions expressed different opinions.  For example, the follow-
ing lists some of the proposals that have been presented offi-
cially and unofficially with respect to the voting weight:  

- Equal vote for individual region; 
- Equal vote for individual member society (the current 

method);
- Weighted number of votes for respective Member So-

cieties (several largely different tiered systems have 
been proposed); and

- Equal vote for individual member 

It seems that the general trend of opinion is to move from the 
higher to the lower in the list above. 

2 A BRIEF REVIEW  

Discussions held recently on this issue within the body of 
ISSMGE are summarised in chronological order mostly based 
on the memoranda made and material provided by Prof. K. Ishi-
hara, the immediate Past President. 
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Figure 1.1 Comparison of percentage membership with percentage distribution of Meetings  

(1) 1995 December: Board Meeting in Cairo: 
The issue was raised by Dr. D.V. Milligan, the Vice Presi-

dent of the North American Region, based on a letter from the 
Canadian Geotechnical Society, suggesting that “Europe con-
trols the ISSMFE.  The whole of North America has 3 votes, a 
lot less than …..”. 

(2) 1996 August: 
A proposal was submitted unofficially to the President, Prof. 

M. Jamiolkowski by the then Vice President of European Re-
gion, Prof. Van Impe, proposing the following tiered voting sys-
tem. 

Table 2-1  Proposal of weighted voting system: 

Number of individual members Weight for voting 
1 – 300 

301 – 900 
901 – 2700 
over 2700 

1
2
3
4

It was shown that this tiered system does not change dra-
matically the present situation. 

(3) 1996 November: 
A report was submitted to the ISSMGE from the chairman of 

BGS, Dr. H.D. St. John, upon the request of the then President, 
Prof. Jamiolkowski. 

- The following gives three key principles for this issue pre-
sented by the BGS:  

(1) No National Society should feel that they have such a 
small entitlement that they are effectively disenfran-
chised. 

(2) No National Society should feel that their contribution 
to the International Society both in financial and tech-
nical terms is not given due recognition. 

(3) Any rearrangement of voting entitlement encourages 
growth and participation rather than stifles it.

- “It is generally agreed that some change is needed, but the 
details of such a change need to be carefully considered and 
discussed with all National Societies before any firm proposals 
are put forward”. 

- “Such a weighting would need to be done on the basis of 
banding with a relatively small ratio between the extremes of 
the bands (such as a maximum of 3).”

(4) 1997 May: 
A proposal from the Canadian Geotechnical Society, in 

which the following two tiered systems were proposed, was 
filed with the Vice President, Mr. G. Springall.

Table 2-2  Proposal No. 1 of weighted voting system: 

Number of individual members Weight for voting 
0 – 100 

101 – 200 
201 – 300 
301 – 400 
401 – 500 

501 – 1000 
1001- 1500 
1501 – 2000 
2001 – 3000 
over 3000 

1
2
3
4
5
7
10
15
20
35

Table 2-3  Proposal No. 2 of weighted voting system: 

a) Each member country gets one vote irrespective of the number 
of members. 

b) Each time the number of member exceeds 100, 200, 200,… 
etc, the country gets one additional vote (e.g., 303 members= 3 
votes, 979 members= 9 votes, 1299= 12 votes, 1301 members= 
13 votes etc.) 

The increase in votes is linear.  It is a simple system. 

It should be noted that these new proposals are very different 
from the one proposed by Prof. Van Impe and the idea put for-
ward by the BGS. 

(5) 1988 April: 
A report was submitted to the Board meeting in Paris by 

Prof. Duncan and Dr. S. Amar. 
In the report, the following weighting system was proposed 

for consideration, which is rather similar to the one proposed by 
Prof. Van Impe in 1996 and much less drastic that those pro-
posed by the Canadian Geotechnical society in 1997. 

Table 2-4  Proposal 1: 

Number of individual members Weight for voting 
Less than 100 

100 to 250 
over 250 

1
2
3

18.7

50.0

3.7

15.6

5.9

45.8

21.8

7.2

11.1

11.1

66.7

11.1

0.0

0.0
18.7

0.0

0.0

12.5

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0 70.0

Africa

Asia

Australasia

Europe

N. America

S. America

Members
ICSMGE
Mid-term Council Meeting
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Table 2-5  Proposal 2: 

Number of individual members Weight for voting 
Less than 100 
100 to 1000 
over 1000 

1
2
3

(6) 1999 August: 
A meeting was held at Iguazu Falls on the occasion of the 

11th Pan American Conference, where a letter from Prof. Guy 
Lefebre, Canada, addressed to the Vice President, Mr. Springal 
(which is described above), was introduced and discussed.  The 
participants were Dr. D.V. Milligan, Prof. H. Wahls, and Dr. 
Ron Smith from the USA, Mr. G. Springall and the President 
Prof. K. Ishihara.

- It was agreed in the meeting that some change may need 
to be made to take account of the opinions of member 
societies in the North American Region. 

- It was also agreed that a new voting system should be 
simple and not vary too drastically from the present one. 

(7) 1999 August: 
On the occasion of the 11 Asian Regional Conference held in 

Seoul, a meeting was convened by the Vice President of Asian 
Region, Prof. S.-K. Kim, inviting delegates from the Asian Re-
gional Members. 

- In the meeting, touching upon the issue of voting sys-
tem, the President, Prof. K. Ishihara, suggested that this 
issue will be discussed by correspondence and may be 
put on an agenda in the next Council Meeting in Istanbul 
2001.

(8) 2000 February and May: 
President, Prof. K. Ishihara, wrote two letters to Prof. Dun-

can summarising the current situation while showing the 
following results from his own analysis. 

(1) It is difficult for any system to make it equitable for all 
member societies, if the system is required to be simple: 
about six member societies having large numbers of in-
dividual members from the top may always be under-
represented in terms of the number of votes per individ-
ual member. 

(2) The issue of voting system should be discussed in con-
junction with the issue of member fee. 

(3) Another measure for the evaluation of the fairness with 
respect to voting right could be proposed, which is the 
ratio of “the number of votes per individual member” to 
“the amount of fee per individual member”.  In case a 
relevant tiered voting system is introduced that is not 
drastically different from the present method, this ratio 
tends to be smaller with societies having larger number 
of individual members. 

(4) When this issue is discussed based on this new measure, 
the issue of member fee should be discussed and ana-
lysed simultaneously with the voting issue so that both 
systems can be refined to be consistent with each other. 

3 POSSIBLE CHANGES IN THE FUTURE  

It appears that, first of all, it is necessary to categorise the 
items of business in relation to the voting system if a new vot-
ing system is introduced, because the voting system is not nec-
essary to be the same for different items of business.

The following was discussed as possible changes in the fu-
ture in the present board.

3.1 Classification of items of business 

The voting method and items of business could be catego-
rised as summarised in Table 3.1: 

Table 3.1 Possible classification of items of business 

Possible voting meth-
ods

Issues of business 

Weighted voting - Selection of the venue of the 
ICSMGE

- Selection of the venue of the Coun-
cil Meeting at the “mid-term” Re-
gional CSMGE 

Equal voting (the pre-
sent method) 

- Election of the President  
- Approval of the budget 
- Changes in Statutes and Bylaws 
- other business 

3.2 Possible weighted voting system 

First of all, it seems that it is extremely difficult to obtain an 
agreement within the body of the ISSMGE in a reasonable pe-
riod of time with respect to the tiered system based on the size 
of the member society.  The reasons are: 

1) The imbalances of the past based on the number of in-
dividual members have not been that great compared 
with the imbalances among the region (see Figure 1.1).

2) The allocation of voting rights is a highly emotive issue 
and would be resisted by certain regions.   

3) We should not make too many changes simultaneously. 
It seems that it is possible to try a new but simpler system 

and see how it works.  In this way, we can always make further 
changes to vote allocation at a later stage. The following would 
be one of the possible new voting systems: 

A region-based factored system is introduced for the follow-
ing items of business: 

i) Selection of the venue of the ICSMGE; and  
ii) Selection of the venue of the Council Meeting at the 

“mid-term” Regional CSMGE 
By this method, a Region that has recently received a privi-

lege should, as it were, stand back to give other Regions a 
chance.  This could be achieved in a very simple way by 
weighting the vote cast in favour of that Region according to the 
length of time since they last received the privilege.   

There are several different opinions on the factors. The fac-
tor to be applied should not be too great as the historic awarding 
of privileges is not too far out of balance and margins of defeat 
have been small.  The following weighting scale could be con-
sidered:

Table 3-2  Moderate weighting scale 

Years since most recent award of 
privilege

Factor applied to Votes cast 

0 – 4 years 
5 – 8 years 
9 – 12 years 

13 or more years 

0.85 
0.90 
0.95 
1.00 

3.3 Link between the voting system and the fee system 

In this report, the possibility of linking the voting system to 
the issue of fees paid is not discussed.  The board intends pro-
posing a new fee system in which the fee of the Member society 
will be based on a uniform flat rate per individual member.  The 
discussion above is equally effective if the new fee system is in-
troduced.
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APPENDIX 9 - INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES: ROLE 
AND FORMAT. 

INTRODUCTION

A series of suggestions for revising the format of Interna-
tional Conferences was put forward at the ISSMGE Board 
meeting in December 2001. These suggestions have been con-
sidered by the Organizing Committee for the next conference in 
Osaka in 2005, and some of these are to be adopted.

Some key changes to the Conference format for the Osaka 
2005 conference are summarized below. 

A more complete report on the progress of the Conference 
organization will be made by the Organizing Committee. 

1 ACADEMIC/PRACTITIONER FORUMS 

This suggestion has been adopted by the Organizing commit-
tee and may be a crucial “selling point” for practitioners to at-
tend the conference.

It is proposed to proceed as follows: 
1. Identify 3-4 key topics which will be relevant to practi-

tioners and researchers alike; 
2. Invite 2 or 3 key researchers, and the same number of 

practitioners, to lead the sessions. The practitioners 
would lead the discussion and identify areas of uncer-
tainty in practice. The researchers would then respond 
and either identify sources of knowledge to address 
those uncertainties, or else outline how research could 
be undertaken in order to try and increase the knowledge 
in the areas of uncertainty. 

3. After the formal presentations, a floor discussion would 
ensue. 

2 TECHNICAL SESSIONS 

These will be parallel sessions in which a General Reporter 
summarizes and reviews the accepted papers, and then selected 
authors will make oral presentations. This approach thus adopts 
a recommendation of the Task Force that some limited presenta-
tions of outstanding papers be made during the conference, a 
feature that has not been present at International Conferences 
for over 3 decades. 

3 POSTER PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION 
SESSIONS 

In addition to the formal technical sessions, there will be 
Poster Presentation and Discussion Sessions, which will enable 
all authors to present and discuss their work. 

4 OTHER SUGGESTIONS MADE BY TASK FORCE 

The Task Force has made some other suggestions, including 
the following: 

�� A special Open Session addressed by an eminent 
“elder statesman” of the Society, who will emphasize 
the achievements of our profession. A number of de-
cision-makers would be invited to attend, as well as 
key persons from outside the geotechnical profession. 

�� “Hot Topics” sessions, organized by Technical Com-
mittees or National Groups. These would provide less 
formal forums for vigorous exchange of ideas. 

�� Presentation of outstanding papers by younger Soci-
ety Members. 

�� The structuring of the conference so that it serves as a 
means of summarizing key outcomes of Specialty 
conferences of ISSMGE held over the preceding 4 
years. The International Conference should be THE 
venue at which the latest information is available. 
The structuring of the conference so that it has a 
greater appeal to practitioners, and does not become 
solely a meeting place for academics and researchers. 

It has not been possible to schedule such sessions for the 
Osaka Conference, but it is recommended that such suggestions 
be kept “on the table” for future conference organizers to con-
sider.

5 PUBLICITY FOR OSAKA CONFERENCE 

It is suggested that publicity for the Osaka conference be 
commenced as soon as practicable, and that it be broadened be-
yond the usual geotechnical journals and geo-diaries. Efforts 
should be made to publicize it in non-geotechnical journals, di-
ary sections in other related engineering disciplines and maga-
zines which practitioners and construction-related engineers 
may read. It is further suggested that emphasis be placed on the 
broadening of the conferences to specifically address the needs 
of both researchers and practitioners.

If the earlier proposal to have some sessions of a broader na-
ture is adopted, then some additional publicity and invitations to 
appropriate decision-makers will be essential. 

6 FURTHER THOUGHTS ON INTERNATIONAL 
CONFERENCE FORMAT (AUGUST 2003) 

6.1 INTRODUCTION

Based on personal observations and discussions with a num-
ber of people, it appears that there are a number of problems 
with the current format of International Conferences of ISS-
MGE. These include: 

1. The conference is too diverse; 
2. The 5-day period is too long, especially for those in 

practice;
3. There is insufficient time for discussion and technical in-

teraction;
4. There is a lack of continuity in technical content, with 

many changes of theme or subject each day; 
5. There is no presentation of submitted papers, other than 

state-of-the-art or theme lectures, which are invited. 
6. The conference format is oriented towards researchers 

and academics. 
The latter two concerns are being addressed in the Osaka 

Conference by the inclusion of technical presentation and dis-
cussion sessions, and the inclusion of an Academic-Practitioner 
Forum.  

6.2 POSSIBLE FORMAT CHANGE 

It would appear feasible to address at least some of the first 
four concerns by changing the format of the International Con-
ference in the following ways: 

1. Devoting the first two days entirely to Plenary Sessions, 
at which State-of-the-Art lectures, and other special lec-
tures, are presented. 

2. Devoting the next two days to a number of technical 
“streams” or themes (for example, 5 or 6), at which 
Theme Lectures, (limited) paper presentations, and dis-
cussions occur. These will be, in effect, 2-day Specialty 
conferences in themselves. 
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3. Having the fifth day devoted to technical visits. 
The advantages of such a format are as follows: 
1. Those who only wish to hear authoritative lectures will 

need to attend only two days. 
2. Those who prefer a more focused type of conference (in 

effect, Specialty Conferences) will be able to attend the 
3rd and 4th days and participate in the technical sessions 
of their interest. 

3. Those who wish to attend the whole 5 days can still do 
so. 

4. The large Plenary venue will only be required for 2 
days, and continual changing of venue will not be essen-
tial.

5. Technical Committees can have a major role in the or-
ganization of the relevant Technical Sessions, much as 
they now do on a less formal basis. This may reduce the 
need to have so many Specialty Conferences between 
the international conferences. 

6. More people may be able to participate more actively in 
the conference. 

7. People will be free to change form one stream to another 
(as now happens with technical sessions) if they wish 
not to focus solely on one stream. 

There are also a number of disadvantages to this scheme: 
1. Possible problems with the number of different 

room/venues required. This will depend on how many 
different “streams” are involved. 

2. There may be some difficulties in deciding which 
streams will be held at the conference. 

3. The logistics of the conference may be a little more dif-
ficult with respect to: 
a. Venues for the streams, to provide the ability of 

participants to change streams easily; 
b. Conference fees for those that only wish to partici-

pate in only part of the whole 5-day event. 
Despite these shortcomings, there would seem to be some 

merit in considering a format change to try and increase the 
OVERALL number of people attending the conference. 

A possible format is shown on the attached Table 1. 
It is recommended that the Board give consideration to this 

proposal and, if thought viable, brief the organizers of the 2009 
conference on this revised format. 

Table 1 – A possible revised format for ISSMGE International Conferences 

PLENARY SESSIONS PARALLEL TECHNICAL 
SYMPOSIA

Time DAY 1 DAY 2 DAY 3 DAY 4 DAY 5 

9.00-10.00 Opening
Ceremony SOA3 Theme 1 Theme 4 

10.00-11.00 Terzaghi
Oration

Heritage
Lecture

Paper Presentation 
& Discussion 

Paper Presentation 
& Discussion 

11.00-11.30 Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea Morning Tea 

11.30-12.30 SOA 1 SOA4 Theme 2 Theme 5 

12.30-2.00 Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

2.00-3.00 SOA 2 SOA5 Theme 3  

3.00-3.30 Afternoon Tea Afternoon Tea Afternoon Tea Afternoon Tea 

3.30-5.00 Great projects Paper Presentation 
& Discussion 

Paper Presentation 
& Discussion 

5.00-5.30

Academic-
Practitioner

Forum
CLOSING

SESSION FOR 
PLENARY

CLOSING
SESSION FOR 
TECHNICAL
SYMPOSIA

EVENING Welcome 
Reception

Conference
Dinner

TECHNICAL
VISITS & TOURS 

APPENDIX 10 - MANUAL FOR ISSGME CONFERENCES 

ORGANISATION OF CONFERENCES HELD UNDER THE 
AUSPICES OF ISSMGE 

1 INTRODUCTION 

The International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechni-
cal Engineering has a long-standing tradition of organising con-
ferences to provide forums for discussion on a wide range of 
topics of direct relevance to the geotechnical engineering pro-
fession. This document defines the range of conferences organ-
ised under the auspices of the ISSMGE and gives guidance on 
the expected organisation. 

2 TYPES OF CONFERENCE 

2.1 Quadrennial International Conference 

The Quadrennial International Conference is the premier 
conference central to the International Society. As well as the 
conference sessions, a number of meetings take place during the 
event. In particular, the ISSMGE Council holds one of its bien-
nial meetings and it is expected that many of the ISSMGE 
Technical Committees also take the opportunity to organise 
meetings and/or workshop sessions. A number of special events 
take place during the conference, for example the Terzaghi Ora-
tion, and the general organisation is covered by the ISSMGE 
Statutes and By-laws. The venue of the International Confer-
ence is normally decided by vote at a Council meeting.  
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2.2 Regional Conferences

There are five Regional Conferences: African, Asian, Aus-
tralia – New Zealand, European and Pan-American. These are 
also held on a four-year cycle roughly mid-way between the In-
ternational Conference. An ISSMGE Council meeting takes 
place at one of these conferences. The conferences provide an 
opportunity to discuss a wide range of geotechnical issues 
though generally with a regional bias. Representatives of the 
Member Societies for the region meet during a Regional Con-
ference and select the venue for the next conference.  

2.3 International Congress on Environmental Geotechnics 

The ICEG conferences commenced in 1994. Initially they 
were held every 2 years but in 1998, this changed to a 4-year 
cycle. The focus of the conference is on environmental geotech-
nical issues. The venue for the ICEG conference is selected at 
the Council Meeting at least 4 years in advance of the Confer-
ence using procedures similar to those for the International Con-
ference.

2.4 Specialist or Technical Committee Conferences 

The ISSMGE has a number of Technical Committees that 
coordinate initiatives in specialist areas of geotechnical engi-
neering. These committees often organise conferences that serve 
to coordinate the dissemination of their findings to the wider 
geotechnical community. The conferences may be one-off 
events though some of the more long-standing Technical Com-
mittees have established conferences held usually on a 3 or 4 
year cycle.  

2.5 National Conferences 

These conferences may be organised by individual ISSMGE 
Member Societies and are usually intended for a national or 
fairly local audience. As a consequence they do not feature 
strongly in the ISSMGE conference calendar.  

3 CONFERENCE ORGANISATION 

3.1 Introduction

There is a wide range of conferences organised “under the 
auspices of ISSMGE”. In order for this to have meaning it is 
necessary to adhere to a minimum set of requirements as re-
gards the organising committee, any advisory committees, refe-
reeing of papers, setting fees, etc. As a general requirement, it is 
expected that all members of advisory and organising commit-
tees will be members of the International Society for Soil Me-
chanics and Geotechnical Engineering.

3.2 Organising Committee 

The conference organising committee takes responsibility for 
the administration, detailed organisation and financing of a con-
ference. Thus the Organising Committee comprises mainly in-
dividuals local to the host country. Others may be involved, and 
in particular the organising committee should consult with ap-
propriate officers of the ISSMGE. For the International Confer-
ence and the ICEG, these necessarily include the President and 
Secretary General and for the Regional Conferences the relevant 
Vice-Presidents must be involved. The organisers of specialist 

conferences should keep informed the Vice-President for the 
Region acting as host to a Technical Committee and the Secre-
tary General.  

3.3 Advisory Committee 

The Advisory Committee is responsible for such issues as 
the technical programme, keynote speakers, session leaders etc. 
For the International Conference the committee normally com-
prises the President, the Vice-President of the region in which 
the conference is to be held, the secretary or chairman of the 
Organising Committee for the previous International Confer-
ence, two members of the Organising Committee for the current 
conference and the Secretary General. Comparable arrange-
ments should be made in respect of other conferences. For ex-
ample, for the Regional Conferences the Vice-Presidents will 
have a primary role though the President may also be invited to 
contribute. For specialist conferences including the ICEG, core 
members from the relevant Technical Committees should be in-
volved.

3.4 Papers

The strength of ISSMGE conferences lies in the quality of 
the published papers and it is the responsibility of the confer-
ence organisers to ensure that high standards are maintained. It 
is expected that the Abstracts and Papers will be reviewed and 
refereed to ensure that they fall within the scope of the confer-
ence and are of an appropriate standard both in terms of techni-
cal and presentational quality. The conference organisers will 
need to establish an appropriate team of referees who are mem-
bers of ISSMGE and who are knowledgeable of the require-
ments for the critical review of technical literature. For the In-
ternational and Regional conferences, refereeing of Abstracts 
and Papers is normally delegated to the relevant Member Socie-
ties though it is expected that members of Technical Commit-
tees will be involved.

3.5 Publication

ISSMGE conferences should result in referable technical lit-
erature. There must be a clear statement in the Preface or in 
some other appropriate place that the published papers have 
been refereed and giving details of the referee process. Publica-
tions have normally been in the form of printed proceedings 
though alternative forms of publication media can be considered 
provided that the proceedings can be available for reference in 
the long-term. A copy of the published proceedings must be 
sent to SGI-line for inclusion in their Geotechnical Literature 
Database.

3.6 Exhibitors and sponsorship 

It is quite normal for conferences to include a technical exhi-
bition related to the theme of the conference. This is to be en-
couraged. Conference organisers should recognise that indi-
viduals or companies paying for exhibition space often 
guarantee the financial viability of a conference. Thus the venue 
for the exhibition should be chosen to be as near to the confer-
ence halls as practicable and care should be taken to ensure that 
delegates have the opportunity and occasion to visit the exhibi-
tion. For example, a particularly successful arrangement has 
been to organise the coffee breaks etc within the exhibition area. 
Also, there should normally be an official opening ceremony for 
the exhibition followed by a period when delegates can visit the 
exhibition with no other planned conference activities. 
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3.7 Registration Fees 

ISSMGE conferences are intended mainly to benefit the geo-
technical community and in general should be organised on a 
non-profit basis. Conference fees should be set so as to cover 
the normal expenses such as hire of an appropriate venue, pub-
lication of the proceedings, technical visits relevant to the con-
ference, provision of appropriate translation facilities, some re-
freshments etc. ISSMGE members should be the main 
beneficiaries of the conference and non-ISSMGE delegates 
should be subject to a 10% surcharge on their registration fee. 
Details of registration fees etc. should be made available as 
soon as possible in advance of the conference. Any special fi-
nancial conditions, for example the required attendance of au-
thors at the conference, should be stipulated when the confer-
ence is announced. 

Attendance by students and young engineers is to be encour-
aged by provision of a discounted registration rate. Other 
schemes for reduced registration fees can be considered, for ex-
ample reduced registration for a group from the same Member 
Society with the group then qualifying for reduced benefits such 
as only one copy of conference proceedings.  

The International Conference has traditionally provided a 
source of income and 5% of the registration fee income is remit-
ted to the ISSMGE. A similar policy is to be applied to all fu-
ture conferences organised under the auspices of the ISSMGE 
as set out in the following: 

Conference 

Percentage of registra-
tion and exhibition fee 

income remitted to 
ISSMGE

Quadrennial International Conference 5% 
Regional Conference  3% 
International Congress on  
       Environmental Geotechnics 5%
Specialist or Technical Committee 
       conferences 2%

Alternative and special arrangements may be made for con-
ferences organised in conjunction with the Sister Societies 
ISRM and IAEG. 

3.8 Special arrangements e.g. for ISSMGE Council and 
Board meetings 

There are some special circumstances when conferences act 
as host to the ISSMGE.

Council Meetings: These are organised every 2 years and 
take place in conjunction with the International Conference and 
one of the Regional Conferences. In addition to the provision of 
a suitable room for the Council Meeting and associated facilities 
etc. it is expected that the Conference Organisers will also host 
the President, Secretary General and other officers of the ISS-
MGE. This should be discussed with the Secretary General. 

Board Meetings. The Board meets every 6 – 12 months and 
meetings are usually held at the venue of an ISSMGE event. 
Conference organisers normally host the Board on these occa-
sions and it is expected that all Board members will be invited 
to the associated conference and their registration fees waived. 
Details should be discussed with the Secretary General. 

APPENDIX 11 - EDUCATION REPORT. 

1 INTRODUCTION  

This Task Force “State of Knowledge of Geotechnical Engi-
neering was established by the President, following the informal 
Board meeting that took place in Istanbul on 29th August 2001. 

This report summarises the activities from September 2001 
to May 2003 and has been updated for the Board meetings. 

2 PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE  

In order to promote the state of knowledge of Geotechnical 
Education the following terms of reference were proposed: 

- To offer support to national societies with the purpose to 
improve geotechnical activities;  

- To develop strategies for a continuing education activating 
the lecture tours; 

- To interact with TC 31Education in Geotechnical Engineer-
ing in order to compatabilise the activities; 

- To establish close contact and give support to the organis-
ing committees of the regional YGEC; 

- To establish links with Thematic Networks on Geotechni-
cal Engineering Education and Training. 

3 MODEL LIBRARY 

The model library was an initiative of Prof. Broms and had 
been promoted by ISSMGE Board. 

The texts suggested by ISSMGE Board in 2001 may be 
found on the following page. 

Mr. Michel Gambin has played a very important role and has 
great experience due to his active participation in the distribu-
tion of more than 32 Francophone Model Libraries, since 1996.

The French National Society in cooperation with her Sister 
French Societies offered a subscription to the Revue Française 
de Geotechnique to 11 Universities in emerging countries: Al-
bania, Romania (x2), Ivory Coast, Senegal, Algeria (x3), Viet-
nam (x2), Iraq (which is a new member), since January 2002. 

As it can be seen by reading “La lettre de la Geotechnique”, 
two libraries were handed by the new Chairman of the Franco-
phone Task Force, Prof. J. F. Thimus of UCL at Louvain-la-
Neuve (Belgium), to the University of Cotonou in Benin (West 
Africa) and to the State University of Port au Prince, Haiti 
(West Indies), one by the Vice Chairman, Prof. P. Huergo of the 
ULB at Brussels to the University of Panama, and four libraries 
by Prof. Darve, Director of ALERT, the European Network of 
Geomaterials Laboratories and Prof. Ozil of INPG at Grenoble 
(France), when they toured Vietnam. Letters of thanks written 
by the recipients were transmitted to the President, according to 
their wishes.  

The next donations include Albania, Laos, Moldav Republic 
and Syria (Latakia). A request from the Technical University of 
Baghdad, Iraq, was received too. Free transport in the hold of 
the aircraft of one Model Library cannot be negotiated now. M. 
Gambin is using the French diplomatic services more and more 
to reduce shipping costs, such as for Vietnam. 

The next issue is to keep contact with the recipients. Regard-
ing the Francophone ones, to offer new books is continuing, 
every time a seminar or symposium is held, which they would 
attend.

It is now time to make a balance of all this activity and to 
discuss the following topics: 

- the future of the Model Library Scheme; 
- update of the list of texts (donations of books or subscrip-

tions to journals); 
- policy of distribution; 
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- the choice of the recipients; 
- interaction between Model Library Scheme and Franco-

phone Model Library. 
The SGI-Line, provided by the Swedish Geotechnical Insti-

tute in co-operation with ISSMGE, contains some 54,000 refer-

ences ranging from practical solutions to theoretical analysis of 
geotechnical problems. This Task Force encourages the Mem-
ber Societies to support the use of SGI-Line 

.

 Title Author Date Publishers 

1 Fundamentals of Soil Behaviour J.K.Mitchell 1993 John Wiley & Sons 

2 Penetration testing in Geotechnical 
Practice 

T. Lunne 
P.K. Roberston 
J.M.M.Powell 

1997 Spon Press 

3 Piling Engineering (2nd Edition) 
W.G.K. Fleming 
A.J. Weltman 
M.K. Randolph 
W.K. Elson 

1994 Spon Press 

4 Geotechnical Engineering R. Lancellota 1995 A.A. Balkema Publishers 

5 Soil Behaviour in Earthquake 
Geotechnics K. Ishihara 1996 Oxford University Press 

6
Finite Element Analysis in Geotech-
nical Engineering 
Vol 1: Theory, Vol 2: Application 

D.M. Potts 
L.Zdravkovic

1999
2000 Thomas Telford 

7 Clayey Barrier Systems for Waste 
Disposal Facilities 

R.k. Rowe 
R.M- Quigley 
J.R. Booker 

1997 Spon Press 

8 Geotechnical Practice for Waste Dis-
posal David Daniel 1993 Kluwer Academic 

Publishers

9 Mechanics of Reinforced Soil Andrzej Sawawicki 2000 A.A. Balkema Publishers 

10 Reinforcement of Earth Slopes and 
Embankment

J. Mitchell and Villet 
WCB 1987 Transportation Research 

Board
11 Soil Mechanics for Unsaturated Soils D.G. Frelund 

H. Rahardjo 1993 John Wiley & Sons 

The Francophone Model Library includes: 

 Title Auteur Date Presse 
1 Elements de Mecanique des Sols F. Schlosser 1989 Les Presses des

Ponts

2 Aide-Memoire d’Hydraulique 
Souterraine

M. Cassan 1994 ditto 

3 Fondations et soutenements Multiple Authors 2000 Techniques de  
l’ Ingenieur 

4 Fondations et Ouvrages en Terre G. Philipponnat 2002 Eyrolles 
5 Calcul des Fondations R. Frank 1999 Techniques de  

l’ Ingenieur 
6 Manuel Canadien d’Ingenierie des 

Fondations
C. G. S 1994 C. G. S. 

to which are added: 
- 2 text-books of the Free University Brussels 
- 6 Guides of the L. C. P. C., Paris 
- 9 Guides of P. I. A. R. C. (World Road Ass.) 
- 4 Brochures of CFMS (the French Sty for SMGE) 
- several CDs-Rom 

most of them is being donated (or obtained with a 50 percent 
discount for the first 7 books). 

Mr. Michel Gambin has played a very important role and has 
great experience due to his active participation in the distribu-
tion of more that 32 Francophone Model Libraries, since 1996.

The French National Society in cooperation with her Sister 
French Societies offered a subscription to the Revue Francaise 
de Geotechnique to 11 Universities in emerging countries: Al-
bania, Romania (x2), Ivory Coast, Senegal, Algeria (x3), Viet-
nam (x2), Iraq (which is a new member), since January 2002. 

As it can be seen by reading “La lettre de la Geotechnique”, 
two libraries were handed by the new Chairman of the Franco-
phone Task Force, Prof. J. F. Thimus of UCL at Louvain-la-
Neuve (Belgium), to the University of Cotonou in Benin (West 
Africa) and to the State University of Port au Prince, Haiti 

(West Indies), one by the Vice Chairman, Prof. P. Huergo of the 
ULB at Brussels to the University of Panama, and four libraries 
by Prof. Darve, Director of ALERT, the European Network of 
Geomaterials Laboratories and Prof. Ozil of INPG at Grenoble 
(France), when they toured Vietnam. Letters of thanks written 
by the recipients were transmitted to the President, according to 
their wishes.  

The next donations include Albania, Laos, Moldav Republic 
and Syria (Latakia). A request from the Technical University of 
Baghdad, Iraq, was received too. Free transport in the hold of 
the aircraft of one Model Library cannot be negotiated now. M. 
Gambin is using the French diplomatic services more and more 
to reduce shipping costs, such as for Vietnam. 

The next issue is to keep contact with the recipients. Regard-
ing the Francophone ones, to offer new books is continuing, 
every time a seminar or symposium is held, which they would 
attend.

It is now time to make a balance of all this activity and to 
discuss the following topics: 

- the future of the Model Library Scheme; 

3359



- update of the list of texts (donations of books or subscrip-
tions to journals); 

- policy of distribution; 
- the choice of the recipients; 
- interaction between Model Library Scheme and Franco-

phone Model Library. 
The SGI-Line, provided by the Swedish Geotechnical Insti-

tute in co-operation with ISSMGE, contains some 54,000 refer-
ences ranging from practical solutions to theoretical analysis of 
geotechnical problems. This Task Force encourages the Mem-
ber Societies to support the use of SGI-Line. 

4 TOURING LECTURES 

The Touring Lecture Program was planned by ISSMGE to 
disseminate the current state-of-the-art/practice amongst geo-
technical engineers involved in the design and practice in de-
veloping countries. 

The first of this series was implemented at Lagos on April 
18-19, 2001 by the Nigerian Geotechnical Association under the 
aegis of ISSMGE and under the sponsorship of Trevi Founda-
tions Ltd. The title of the Program was “Geotechnical Site 
Characterisation and Soil Improvement. 

The lecture programme was attended by 57 local engineers. 
During the Lecture Programme, a small ceremony was per-
formed to present a Model Library of ISSMGE to the Depart-
ment of Civil Engineering, University of Lagos, Nigeria. 

At the last AGM of the CTGA (the Transnational Society of 
African Geotechnical Engineers, mostly francophone) which 
was held on 28-29 March 2003 in Yaounde, Cameroon (West 
Africa), 4 lectures were planned by Messrs J. P. Magnan and M. 
Gambin. Finally M. Gambin could not attend due health reasons 
and only 2 lectures were given, on “the role of geotechnical en-
gineering in large projects” and “standards and practice in geo-
technical engineering”. More than 50 engineers and academics 
were attending. 

The Touring Lecture Series had been a very interesting ini-
tiative from the previous Board and proposals from Turkey and 
Macedonia were received. 

It was recognised that the lectures tours should addressed the 
real needs of practising engineers and should incorporate a good 
mix of routine and modern soil mechanics. It was also pointed 
that the Touring lectures should be delivered in all regions of 
the Society, with strong local support and organisation and by 
preference in the native language.

Regarding the Touring Lectures program, no sponsor for the 
Eastern European Countries has been found yet. Further the 
Francophone African Countries have also informally applied for 
a program, which would be easier to organize since the same 
language can be used throughout, which is not the case in East-
ern Europe, unless interpreters are used. 

5 INTERACTION WITH TC 31 EDUCATION IN 
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING

The Technical Committee 31 of ISSMGE was established in 
1994 and has been active in promoting the quality of education 
and training in geotechnical engineering and organising Lec-
tures, conferences and workshops.

In order to implement the interaction with TC 31 Education 
in Geotechnical Engineering and the main goals of this Task 
Force a meeting took place in Paris, on the 23rd of September 
2002, with the board of the CFMS and with the chairman of 
TC31.

The following topics were discussed:
- How the role of the geotechnical consultant has changed 

over the last three decades and how these changes are or should 
be reflected in the present geotechnical engineering teaching 
curriculum; 

- To help the ISSMGE play a leading role in the implementa-
tion of a renewed education program including the preparation 
to the new challenges; 

- To try to solve out the issue regarding the weight of codes 
and regulations in graduate and post-graduate education.

- The links with Thematic Networks on Geotechnical Engi-
neering Education and Training. 

6 REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL YGEC 

The XIV European Young Geotechnical Engineers´s Con-
ference, took place in Plovdiv (Bulgaria) in September 15-19, 
2001, organised by the Bulgarian Society for Soil Mechanics 
and Foundation Engineering, with 35 delegates from 20 coun-
tries. The presentations were of high quality, with lively discus-
sions and the organisation was excellent. Two volumes of pro-
ceedings were edited with 3 keynote lectures and 34 papers. 

The XV European Young Geotechnical Engineers´s Confer-
ence, organised by the Geotechnical Society of Ireland, took 
place in Dublin, on 12-14 th September 2002 and was attended 
by 45 delegates. The theme chosen for the conference was 
“Geotechnical Engineering-Research and Practice”. A volume 
with 35 papers and the five guest lectures was published. The 
conference was a great success with an enthusiastically partici-
pation of the delegates in both technical and social programmes. 

The 1st African Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference 
organised by the South African Members Society took place in 
Namibia, from 14 to 16 April 2003, with the title Mining and 
Civil Geotechnics Foundations for an African Tomorrow. The 
quality of the papers and lively discussions has contributed to 
the success of the Conference. 

The 5th Asia YGEC will take place in 2004, in Taiwan, or-
ganised by SEA society.  

The 5th Australasia Young Geotechnical Conference took 
place in Rotorua (New Zealand) in March 2002 organised by 
the NZGS with 45 delegates who considered the event very suc-
cessful. 

The 2nd International Young Geotechnical Engineers´s Con-
ference, organised by the Romanian Geotechnical Society will 
take place in Mamaia, from 6 to 11 September 2003. There is no 
specific theme for the conference to allow more flexibility for 
delegates to present their papers. More than one hundred dele-
gates are expected and 4 guest lectures will be delivered. 

All these Conferences were sponsored by the International 
Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering.  

7 FUTURE ACTIVITIES  

The future activities are the following: 
- Model library is suspended and will be reanalysed in a dif-

ferent framework. 
- To receive comments from the Technical Committees for 

the diffusion of key publications. 
- To interact with the Regional Societies, through the Vice 

Presidents, to the promotion of Touring Lectures. 
- Continuous interaction with TC 31- Education in Geotech-

nical Engineering. 
- To encourage the Member Societies to support the use of 

SGI-Line.

APPENDIX 12 – PRESENTATION OF AUDITED 
ACCOUNTS
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COMPARISON WITH BUDGET 
2001 2002

Budget Actual  Budget Actual
ORDINARY BUDGET    
RECEIPTS    

Member Society Subscriptions  72000 81498 (1) 81000 82325  
Interest 12000 11773  12000 7304 (15) 

Total 84000 93271  93000 89629
EXPENDITURE    

Emoluments and Staff Costs 41500 36205  43000 37716  
Office Rental 5000 5000  5000 5000  
Travel and Entertainment 27500 19716 (2) 27500 22116 (2) 
Photocopying 2000 1978  1500 596 (16) 
Telephone and Fax 1600 737  1600 1131 (16) 
Postage 2000 2565 (3) 1600 1129 (16) 
Stationery 2200 2767 (3) 1600 971 (16) 
Audit Fees and Bank Charges 2400 3021 (4) 2500 2947 (4) 
Corporation Tax 2800 2009 (5) 2800 1376 (5) 
Website Maintenance 8000 9189  8000 4718 (17) 
Office Equipment 1000 846  1000 1200  
President Admin Support  – 12000 (18) 
President Office Expenses  – 2300 (18) 

Total 96000 84033  96100 93200
EXTRAORDINARY BUDGET    
RECEIPTS    

Corporate Member Subscriptions 6000 788 (6) 6000 2742 (6) 
Conference Income 25000 4988 (7) 4000 16737 (19) 
Sales: Publications, Audio-Visual material 500 60 (8) 500 0 (8) 

Total 31500 5836  10500 19479
EXPENDITURE    

SGI Line 4200 0 (9) 4200 11252 (9) 
Conference Support 6000 3500 (10) 6000 3500 (10)
Newsletter 2500 1807  – –  
Francophone bulletins 1000 4600 (11) – –  
Young Members Awards 1500 1500  – –  
List of Members 6000 0 (12) – 7906 (12)
Kevin Nash Gold Medal 1000 1473  – -  
Heritage Museums 2000 0 (13) 2000 0 (13) 
Other Initiatives (eg Model Library, Touring 
Lectures, Slides, Videos, CD Roms) 

14000 4820 (14) 14000 0 (14) 

Total 38200 17700  26200 22658
   

SURPLUS (DEFICIT) (18700) (2626)  (18800) (6750)
Notes
(1) Member Societies settle fees arrears in year of Council Meeting 
(2) Some economy achieved in travel costs from Board members 
(3) Larger than anticipated costs from Council Meeting and installation of new Board 
(4) Bank charges and auditing costs continue to rise 
(5) Corporation tax relates to interest received, hence lower than budget 
(6) Numbers of Corporate Members has reduced 
(7) Conference Income from GeoEng2000 
(8) No significant sales, only occasional copies of the Lexicon 
(9) Late invoicing from SGI lead to no payment in 2001 and large payment in 2002 
(10) Young Geotechnical Engineers conferences supported in Bulgaria, Korea, Ireland & South Africa 
(11) Late invoice received in respect of Francophone bulletin 
(12) List of Members published in 2002; costs higher with new owners of Balkema 
(13) Heritage Museums not progressed 
(14) "Other Initiatives" limited to a Model Library and one Touring Lecture to Nigeria, both in 2001 
(15) Bank interest rates low; no other investments 
(16) Office expenses reduced with increase in digital communication 
(17) Development of former website halted and new website planned for 2003 launch 
(18) New cost items introduced 
(19) Conference income from 2001 Istanbul ICSMGE 
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APPENDIX 13 - BUDGET 2003 –2005 

1 GENERAL 

Attached are the following tables: 
�� ISSMGE Ordinary Budget for 2003-2005, extended for 

2007
�� ISSMGE Extraordinary Budget for 2003-2005, extended for 

2007
�� ISSMGE Cash Balance Forecast for 2003-2005, extended 

for 2007 
These tables are a summary of intense discussions among the 

Board Members, trying to propose a budget that allows for im-
portant decisions to be taken, reshaping the relationship be-
tween the Society and its Members, trying to offer items that 
positively differentiate the ISSMGE and welcomes new Mem-
bers.

The budget is extended to 2007 for information. It includes 
an increase of 12.5% in member fees from 2003 onwards, as 
approved at the Istanbul Council Meeting, and it forecasts the 
need of another increase in 2007 to update today’s fees with re-
lation to the inflation. 

The format previously used for these tables is kept, with 
some re-grouping and introducing of new items. 

All figures are given in GB Pounds, based on the assumption 
of an exchange rate 1 GBP = 1,6 Euros (valid in early February 
2003). Some important expenditures were discussed and ac-
cepted in Euros, like the IT package. 

2 ORDINARY BUDGET 

2.1  Member Society subscriptions - Item 1 of Receipts -  
have been budgeted for the years 2003 � 2005, extended to 
2007 starting at a value for 2003 of GBP 82000.

This value is based on a constant membership fee of GBP 
6,0 / member until 2006, when it is predicted that a correction 
for accumulated inflation will be needed.  A correction value for 
inflation of 2,5% accumulated in the period from 2002 to 2006 
is used on this budget. 

An increase of membership of 200 new members per year is 
assumed from 2005 onwards, based on the potentials to be de-
veloped through the Geotechnical Services Directory 
GSD/Geoforum. 

2.2  With relation to the Interest – Item 2 of Receipts - it is 
assumed that the rate obtained in 2003, 8.64 %, can be main-
tained throughout the period in discussion. 

2.3  The sub-items 1, 2 and 3 on the Expenditure lines in 
previous budgets were re-grouped considering:
that the Board discussed and approved a partial secretarial sup-
port for the President, in Ghent; 
that an increase of costs of approximately 4%/year in office ex-
penses and travel/accommodation costs can be expected; 
that the ongoing Board is limiting its reimbursement of travel 
expenses.

It is important to note that recent conversations held by the 
President with the ISRM and the IAEG opened the possibility 
of sharing a common Secretariat from 2006 onwards.

Promising discussions were started with our sister societies 
to create an umbrella organization covering each of the existing 
societies, keeping their individuality and identity, but leading to 
a more efficient and cost efficient functioning, and generating a 
higher income through increasing member numbers, and much 
higher interest of corporate members. 

This will surely lead to a decrease of the costs of administra-
tive support, as presented in a conservative approach in this 
analysis. 

The budgets approved by Council in Amsterdam (1999) and 
Istanbul (2001) included an annual amount of GBP 5000 for of-
fice rental.  Some Member Societies have questioned whether 
this complies with By-Law 10D.1 that requires the Host Society 
to ensure the “efficient and economic operation” of the Secre-
tariat.  They are of the opinion that the matter was not openly 
debated at the time.  After due consideration of the matter, the 
Board has again included this provision in the budget as its 
omission would render the Secretariat inoperable.  Approval of 
this budget will be taken to indicate Council’s acceptance of the 
compliance of this provision with By-Law 10D.1. 

2.4  Item 6 on the Expenditures, Website Maintenance, has 
been completely revised, as at the Kruger Board Meeting, the 
renewal of the ISSMGE’s website was decided, linking it to the 
Information Transfer issues. 

During the last 2 years the Board has devoted a lot of time to 
discuss the new direction to be taken by the ISSMGE. An in-
vestment has been decided in IT, and a huge effort to improve 
the open discussions and contact with all ISSMGE Members, to 
largely improve Technical Committees functioning, fully re-
view the format of our Conferences, and make information 
available to all Members. 

The Information Transfer – IT - package is a new and crucial 
initiative for the ISSMGE, conceived to establish a pro-active 
contact with its Members, clearly demonstrating to them some 
of the benefits of being part of our Society.  

Such efforts are obviously impacting the budget in the short 
term, but are regarded as a valuable investment for our future. 

Dr. Murray has developed the thoughts behind the IT con-
cept, as put together with Prof. Massarsch after lengthy ex-
change of information, and discussions. 

The contracted expenditure for licensing fee is presented, as 
well as a prediction for future developments of the new website 
platform. It is interesting to note that the licensing fee for the 
Website – GBP 3870, is substantially inferior to the costs of the 
Newsletter, with the advantage of reaching more persons, in a 
more active way. 

2.5  An analysis of the balance of the Ordinary budget by it-
self shows that the administrative costs are high, and that their 
optimization has to be sought.

3 EXTRAORDINARY BUDGET 

3.1.  The figure presented for the Corporate Member 
Subscription – Item 1 – has incorporated an increase of 
Corporate membership from 2005 onwards. It has been 
discussed extensively in the Board that special attention has to 
be given to our Corporate members, through the Industry 
Liaison Task Force, resulting in the increase in membership 
herewith aimed. 3.2.  The numbers presented in the Conference Income – 
Item 2 – were discussed with the Vice-Presidents from each re-
gion, and include the income from ICSMGE’s Osaka 2005, and 
GBP 4000 from Cardiff’s ICEG 2006. 

It also includes a revenue of GBP 4000 in 2006 coming from 
the TC’s Conferences, and of GBP 8000 in 2007 coming from 
the Regional Conferences as well as the TC’s conferences tak-
ing place in this year. 
3.3.  Predicting the revenues from the GSD-Geoforum has 
been a difficult exercise, as it is recognized that a major effort 
has to be made by this Board to better promote to all its mem-
bers, including its existing corporate members but extending to 
potential new corporate members, the benefits they acquire 
from joining the ISSMGE, and by registering at the GSD. 

The values used at this time can be seen as conservative, as 
they reflect a scenario even more pessimistic that Prof. Mas-
sarsch’s most pessimistic perspective. 
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3.4  With relation to the revenues originated with sales of 
publications and audio-visual material, it is considered that this 
revenue is so small and sporadic that it should not be accounted 
for in the budget. 
3.5  On the SGI Line expenditure – Item 1 – the constant 
value contracted has been kept until 2005, inclusive. Recent 
conversations held by the President with ISRM and IAEG allow 
us to predict a cost sharing agreement from 2006 onwards. 
3.6  In the Conference Support expenditure – Item 2 – val-
ues presented included the amount already agreed for the IY-
GEC in Romania 2003, as well as values for the IYEGC in 
Osaka. 

A value of GBP 4000 is allocated in order to support Re-
gional YGEC Conferences. At this moment no allowance is 

made in order to support Regional YGECs that have an annual 
periodicity. 
3.7  No expenditure is planned for the Newsletter, which has 
been cancelled and substituted by an active website. 
3.8  With relation to the Francophone Bulletin, the Board 
has discussed and agreed that it should be maintained until 
2004, when it will be included in the website. 
3.9  An analysis of the balance of the Extraordinary budget 
shows that it is very dependent on the revenues to be generated 
by the International Geotechnical Services Directory – Geofo-
rum.

A continuous effort from all Member Societies, to promote 
the validity of joining the IGSD is needed. 

Item Notes RECEIPTS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
1 1 Member Society Subscriptions 82000 82000 83200 84400 94500
2 Interest 7086 7086 7190 7295 8165

Total 89086 89086 90390 91695 102665
EXPENDITURE

1 Secretariat
1.1 President part time support 12000 12000 12000 0 0
1.2 Secretary General support 25000 25000 25000 25000 25000
1.3 2, 5 Office expenses - 

Ghent/President office
2392 2488 2588 0 0

1.4 2,4,5 Office expenses - London 5200 5400 5625 5850 6100
1.5 3, 7 Office rental 5000 5000 5000 0 0
2 Secretary General 15000 15000 15000 15000 15000
3 Travel, accomodation, etc.

3.1 2 President 3120 3245 3375 3510 3650
3.2 2 Secretary General 8320 8652 9000 9360 9735
3.3 2, 6 Board 12170 12650 13200 22815 23725
4 Audit Fees and Bank Charges 3000 3000 3200 3200 3200
5 Corporation Tax 3500 4000 4000 4000 4000
6 Information Transfer

6.1 Licencing fee 17500 3870 3870 3870 3870
6.2 Future developments 0 0 8000 0 8000

Total 112202 100305 109858 92605 102280
SURPLUS        (DEFICIT)          (23116) (11219) (19468) (910) 385 

ISSMGE ORDINARY BUDGET (GB POUNDS) 2003 - 2005, extended to 2007

NOTES:
ALL NUMBERS WHEN NECESSARY USE A RATIO OF 1 GBP = 1.6 Euros

1 Member Society subscriptions based on following assumptions:

2
3

4
5

6
7 See Item 2.3 of "Notes on ISSMGE Budget 2003-2005, extended to 2007".

Items 1.3 and 1.4 can be seen as complementary, as some expenses may be undertaken 
directly by the secretarial support of the President.
Reduced Board expenses in this term.

b)  A predicted inflation correction of 2,5% per year impacting in 2007.
c)  An increase of 200 members per year from 2004 onwards

a)  Constant membership fee untill 2006.

4% per year increase in office expenses and travel/accomodation costs.
Recent conversations with ISRM and IAEG regarding a combined secretariat may lead to a 
reduction of administrative costs from 2006 onwards.
Item 1.4, Office Expenses, include equipment, copies, tel & fax, postage and stationery.
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4 AWARD COMMITTEE 

The Award Committee will comprise five Board Members of 
the ISSMGE, with preference given to the younger members.  
One of them will be appointed by the President as Chair of the 
Committee.  The Committee will be responsible for selecting 
appropriate reviewers, summarizing the review results and re-
porting to the Board. 

5 PROCEDURES 

Nominations must be received at the ISSMGE Secretariat at 
around the deadline set for submission of papers to the forth-
coming ICSMGE (see Table below for specific date); this will 
normally be about four months before the Board Meeting pre-

ceding the ICSMGE.  The Secretary General will prepare a list 
of the nominations and forward copies of each nomination to 
members of the Award Committee for them to review.  The re-
view process must be completed and the final report sent to the 
Board Members no later than three weeks before the Board 
Meeting.  The final decision will be made at the Board Meeting 
based on the report from the Award Committee.  The award(s) 
will be presented at the closing ceremony of the ICSMGE. 

6 CONTENT 

Each award will consist of a certificate and a cheque for 
UK£500 (value to be reviewed every four years). 

PROPOSED APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE FOR 2005 AWARD 

Date Event or Key Personnel Milestone 
September 2005 ICSMGE (Osaka) Presentation 
September 2005 Council Meeting Report 
April 2005 Award Committee Report to Board members with recommendation; fi-

nal decision made by ISSMGE Board 
January 2005 Member Societies Deadline for nominations; receipt of manuscripts for 

ICSMGE
October 2004 Secretary General Member Societies invited to nominate candidates 
Late 2003 Secretary General Announcement of Young Member Award to Mem-

ber Societies and via ISSMGE web-site 

APPENDIX 15 - REPORT ON THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEER’S CONFERENCE 2003 

1 GENERAL  

As decided by the Council of the ISSMGE held in Istanbul 
on 26 August 2001, the Romanian Geotechnical Society, in co-
operation with the Technical University of Civil Engineering of 
Bucharest and the University “Ovidius” Constantza, will organ-
ize and host the Second International Young Geotechnical En-
gineers’ Conference in September 2003.

The Conference is to be held in Constantza-Mamaia, Roma-
nia, from 6 to 11 September 2003.

2 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CONFERENCE FORMAT  

The aim of the 2nd International YGEC is to bring together 
young geotechnical engineers from around the world to present 
their work within a framework of main sessions, with keynote 
speakers, and parallel sessions.  

There is no specific theme for the conference, to allow flexi-
bility for delegates in preparing their papers. Parallel sessions 
topics will be chosen in light of the paper submitted.  

In arranging the conference programme particular emphasis 
will be placed in time for open discussions within the sessions. 

3 PROGRAMME 

Saturday 6 September 2003 Delegates are expected to arrive in Bucharest. Transfer from the Otopeni Interna-
tional airport or from the railway station (if the case) to the hotel in Bucharest will 
be insured by the organizers. Accomodation in Bucharest 

Sunday 7 September 2003 Transport by bus of the delegates to Mamaia, organized as a field trip. 
Arrival in Mamaia in the early afternoon. 
After accommodation, the plenary opening session of the Conference, followed by 
an informal evening reception. 

Monday 8 September 2003 Pkenary and parallel sessions in the morning and in the afternoon 
Tuesday 9 September 2003 In the morning, technical visit at the Constantza Harbour.Plenary and parallel ses-

sions in afternoon. 
Conference dinner in evening. 

Wednesday 10 September 2003 Plenary and parallel sessions in the morning and in the afternoon. 
Conference ends in the evening. 

Thursday 11 September 2003 Transfer of the delegates by bus from Mamaia to the Otopeni International airport 
or to the railway station in Bucharest. 

APPENDIX 14 - ISSMGE YOUNG MEMBER AWARDS 

1 PURPOSES 

The aim of the ISSMGE Young Member Award is to en-
courage research and development in the field of geotechnical 
engineering and to acknowledge the contribution of young 
members of the Society.  The award will be given in recognition 
of achievement during the four-year period preceding the year 
of the award.  The ISSMGE Award will be presented to one or 
more individuals who have made outstanding contributions to 
the development of geotechnical engineering through their sci-
entific and technological work. 

2 CONDITIONS 

A maximum of three awards will be given to ISSMGE 
members who are less than 36 years of age on 31 December of 
the last year of the four-year period, which will normally be the 
year in which the quadrennial ICSMGE is held. 

3 NOMINATION OF CANDIDATES 

One nomination may be made by each member society based 
on technical papers submitted to the forthcoming ICSMGE, or 
the immediately preceding regional CSMGE.  Each nomination 
should be accompanied by a CV for the nominee and, in the 
case of nominations based on jointly authored papers, a state-
ment of the contribution made by the nominee. 

Item Notes RECEIPTS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
1 Corporate Member Subscriptions 3500 3500 5500 7500 8500

2 Conference Income 0 0 25000 8000 8000
3 1, 2 International Geotechnical 

Services Directory -Geoforum
7500 19500 25500 25500 25500

Total 11000 23000 56000 41000 42000
EXPENDITURE

1 3 SGI Line 4200 4200 4200 1400 1400
2 4 Conference Support 17500 0 16000 0 4000
3 Francophone bulletins 1260 1260 0 0 0
4 Young Members Awards 0 0 1500 0 0
5 List of Members 0 0 9000 0 0
6 Kevin Nash Gold Medal 0 0 1000 0 0
7 Heritage Museums 0 1000 1000 1000 1000
8 Other Initiatives (Touring 

Lectures, Slides, Videos, etc)
7500 7500 7500 7500 7500

Total 30460 13960 40200 9900 13900
SURPLUS(DEFICIT)          (19460) 9040 15800 31100 28100 

ISSMGE EXTRAORDINARY BUDGET (GB POUNDS) 2003 - 2005, extended to 2007

NOTES:
ALL NUMBERS WHEN NECESSARY USE A RATIO OF 1 GBP = 1.6 Euros

1
2
3
4

RECEIPTS 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007
Overall Surplus          (Deficit) (42576) (2179) (3668) 30190 28485 
Change of Cash Balance (42576) (44755) (48423) (18233) 10252 
Overall Cash Balance - Final 
Balance Dec. 2002 = GBP 
312050

269474 267295 263627 293817 322302 

ISSMGE ORDINARY AND EXTRAORDINARY BUDGET -
 REVISED CASH BALANCE FORECAST (GB POUNDS) 2003-2005, Extended to 2007
ALL VALUES, WHEN NECESSARY, USE A RATIO OF 1 GBP = 1.6 Euros

Changed due to developments in the GSD - ISSMGE relationship
Revenues from GSD 74% of pessimistic prediction by Prof. Massarsch
The expenditure of the SGI line has been considered as 1/3 only from 2006 onwards, due to
Conference support for 2005 includes IYEGS and ICSMGE
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4 AWARD COMMITTEE 

The Award Committee will comprise five Board Members of 
the ISSMGE, with preference given to the younger members.  
One of them will be appointed by the President as Chair of the 
Committee.  The Committee will be responsible for selecting 
appropriate reviewers, summarizing the review results and re-
porting to the Board. 

5 PROCEDURES 

Nominations must be received at the ISSMGE Secretariat at 
around the deadline set for submission of papers to the forth-
coming ICSMGE (see Table below for specific date); this will 
normally be about four months before the Board Meeting pre-

ceding the ICSMGE.  The Secretary General will prepare a list 
of the nominations and forward copies of each nomination to 
members of the Award Committee for them to review.  The re-
view process must be completed and the final report sent to the 
Board Members no later than three weeks before the Board 
Meeting.  The final decision will be made at the Board Meeting 
based on the report from the Award Committee.  The award(s) 
will be presented at the closing ceremony of the ICSMGE. 

6 CONTENT 

Each award will consist of a certificate and a cheque for 
UK£500 (value to be reviewed every four years). 

PROPOSED APPROXIMATE TIMETABLE FOR 2005 AWARD 

Date Event or Key Personnel Milestone 
September 2005 ICSMGE (Osaka) Presentation 
September 2005 Council Meeting Report 
April 2005 Award Committee Report to Board members with recommendation; fi-

nal decision made by ISSMGE Board 
January 2005 Member Societies Deadline for nominations; receipt of manuscripts for 

ICSMGE
October 2004 Secretary General Member Societies invited to nominate candidates 
Late 2003 Secretary General Announcement of Young Member Award to Mem-

ber Societies and via ISSMGE web-site 

APPENDIX 15 - REPORT ON THE SECOND 
INTERNATIONAL YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEER’S CONFERENCE 2003 

1 GENERAL  

As decided by the Council of the ISSMGE held in Istanbul 
on 26 August 2001, the Romanian Geotechnical Society, in co-
operation with the Technical University of Civil Engineering of 
Bucharest and the University “Ovidius” Constantza, will organ-
ize and host the Second International Young Geotechnical En-
gineers’ Conference in September 2003.

The Conference is to be held in Constantza-Mamaia, Roma-
nia, from 6 to 11 September 2003.

2 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE CONFERENCE FORMAT  

The aim of the 2nd International YGEC is to bring together 
young geotechnical engineers from around the world to present 
their work within a framework of main sessions, with keynote 
speakers, and parallel sessions.  

There is no specific theme for the conference, to allow flexi-
bility for delegates in preparing their papers. Parallel sessions 
topics will be chosen in light of the paper submitted.  

In arranging the conference programme particular emphasis 
will be placed in time for open discussions within the sessions. 

3 PROGRAMME 

Saturday 6 September 2003 Delegates are expected to arrive in Bucharest. Transfer from the Otopeni Interna-
tional airport or from the railway station (if the case) to the hotel in Bucharest will 
be insured by the organizers. Accomodation in Bucharest 

Sunday 7 September 2003 Transport by bus of the delegates to Mamaia, organized as a field trip. 
Arrival in Mamaia in the early afternoon. 
After accommodation, the plenary opening session of the Conference, followed by 
an informal evening reception. 

Monday 8 September 2003 Pkenary and parallel sessions in the morning and in the afternoon 
Tuesday 9 September 2003 In the morning, technical visit at the Constantza Harbour.Plenary and parallel ses-

sions in afternoon. 
Conference dinner in evening. 

Wednesday 10 September 2003 Plenary and parallel sessions in the morning and in the afternoon. 
Conference ends in the evening. 

Thursday 11 September 2003 Transfer of the delegates by bus from Mamaia to the Otopeni International airport 
or to the railway station in Bucharest. 
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4 VENUE OF THE CONFERENCE  

The Conference will be hosted by the main building of the 
University “Ovidius” Constantza, located in Constantza, in the 
close proximity of the beach resort Mamaia.  

The transport by bus from the hotel in Mamaia to the Con-
ference building will be provided.

5 LECTURE OF THE ISSMGE PRESIDENT  

Prof. William Van Impe, ISSMGE President, will present on 
Monday 8th September 2003 a lecture entitled „An example of 
the challenges of underwater geotechnics”.

6 REGISTRATION  

On behalf of the ISSMGE, the Organizing Committee sent 
on 28th September 2002 a circular letter inviting the Member 
Societies to nominate up to 2 delegates to attend iYGEC2003 
and providing pertinent information.

To date, confirmation of participation was received from 83 
young geotechnical engineers from 44 countries, as it appears 
from the attached table. 

Knowing that on 27th May 2003 ISSMGE informed 15 
Member Societies (6 from Africa, 4 from Asia, 3 from South 
America and 2 from Europe) that they were qualified for travel 
bursaries offered by ISSMGE to attend the iYGEC2003, it is 
highly probable that, finally, the number of participants will be 
larger.

7 SYNOPSES  

Delegates were asked to submit extended Synopses of not 
more than 2 sides of A4, and were provided with the format of 
synopses.  

The deadline for receiving the synopses is 30 June 2003.  
After the reception of the synopses, the parallel sessions and 

the programme of presentations will be defined. Each delegate 
will be allowed to make a 10 minutes presentation.  

Time will be also reserved in each session for discussions.  

8 SOCIAL EVENTS  

Several social events are planned to take place during the 
Conference, among which a ballet show offered to iYGEC2003 
participants by the world famous ballet company “Oleg Da-
novski” from Constantza. 
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