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Objective & Outline of this Presentation
To describe resources and tools that have been developed by 
ISSMGE and are of value to geotechnical engineers globally

Outline

• Intro

• ISSMGE website

• Open access online library

• ISSMGE publishing and conference paper review platform

• ISSMGE Virtual University

• Lexicon

• Expanding Networking Opportunities
– GeoWorld

– Social Media

– Mobile Platform

• International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories 2



About ISSMGE

3

ISSMGE Members and Member Societies

ISSMGE Council
ISSMGE Secretariat

FedIGS Board

ISSMGE Board

4. Technical
Oversight

Committee
Pierre Delage

(France)

ISSMGE Bulletin
Anthony Leung

(HKSAR)

1. Young Members 
Pres Group

Lucy Wu (USA)

6. Awards Committee
Roberto Terzariol 

(Argentina)

2. Corporate Associates 
Presidential Group

Sukumar Pathmanandavel
(Australia) / Peter Day 

(South Africa) 5. Professional 
Image 

Committee
Ikuo Towhata

(Japan)

3. Innovations and
Development

Committee
Dimitris Zekkos

(USA)

President 

Charles W. W.  Ng

A scientific and professional community of 92 member societies (~countries) and 

have individual memberships of 21,000+



About the Innovation and 
Development Committee (IDC)

• Established by President Jean-Louis Briaud in 2008. Renewed 
by President Roger Frank and President Charles Ng. 

• Task: “to think of ways to make ISSMGE progress in a manner 
which will increase its usefulness to the members and provide 
excitement for the future of geotechnical engineering in 
ISSMGE.”
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The 2017-2022 Innovation and 
Development Committee

Chair:

Dimitrios Zekkos

(USA)

Associate 

Professor, 

University of 

California at 

Berkeley

Vice Chair:

Kok-Kwang Phoon

(Singapore) 

Professor, National 

University of 

Singapore

Secretary: 

Jennifer Nicks 

(USA)

Research 

Geotechnical 

Engineer, Federal 

Highway 

Administration

Member: 

Roger Estephan 

(Lebanon)

Director, Dar Al-

Handasah (Shair & 

Partners)

Small, flexible, action-based group, engaging collaborators as needed to 

execute on good ideas.



ISSMGE WEBSITE



ISSMGE website

• President Briaud pushed ISSMGE in the digital/virtual space. 
Website continuously updated since

• Lots of geotechnical news from ISSMGE, board level committees 
and technical committees with a focus on providing value to 
Member Societies & geotechs worldwide.

• Useful technical resources

• Specialty sub-websites to support Technical Committees and 
Board-level Committees
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You can Sign-up to Receive Technical Committee News!
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News posted by 39 TCs, now disseminated automatically

through the main ISSMGE webpage and GeoWorld



ISSMGE’S OPEN-ACCESS 
ONLINE LIBRARY



Started with the ISSMGE Open 
Access Policy

• In 2017, ISSMGE made through its Open Access Policy an 
institutional commitment on open access for all publications 
under its auspices.

• Objective is to make high quality scientific and technical 
material readily available to the Profession globally

• ISSMGE invited its Member Societies, Technical Committees, 
Publishers and others to support this policy 

• Why? Open access technical content will improve professional 
practice globally!
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ISSMGE Online Library
• In 2016, IDC established, under the guidance of President 

Roger Frank, the open Access Online Library. Available: 
https://www.issmge.org/publications/online-library

• Currently includes 16,400+ papers archived and available for 
free download through ISSMGE online Library! 

• A total of 68 conference proceedings are currently indexed, 
including all International Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering 

• 350,000+ paper downloads in 2021

• Many individuals, TCs, Member Societies contribute to this 
effort to add past and future conferences. 

We invite you to contact ISSMGE to contribute & 

include proceedings in the library

https://www.issmge.org/publications/online-library


ISSMGE PUBLISHING & 
CONFERENCE PAPER REVIEW 
PLATFORM



ISSMGE OPEN-ACESS PUBLICATION FRAMEWORK 

STEP 1:

CREATION OF 
ISSMGE 

CONFERENCE PAPER 
REVIEW PLATFORM  

STEP 3:

PUBLICATION IN 
ONLINE LIBRARY 

& AS 
PROCEEDINGS

STEP 2:

SUBMISSION OF 
PROCEEDINGS TO 

SCOPUS AND 
OTHER 

DATABASES

Our open access vision goes beyond just putting papers online, but 

on creating infrastructure and mechanism to support open-access 

from submission to publication



ISSMGE CONFERENCE PAPER REVIEW PLATFORM 

• Following approval by President Ng and Board, a conference 
abstract and paper review platform was developed by IDC. 

• The platform is hosted within ISSMGE website under 
“Publications” and is also directly available here: 
https://www.issmge.org/publications/review-
platform/ongoing-conferences

• Systematic approach for receiving, reviewing and accepting 
abstracts and papers

• Platform can handle multiple conferences at the same time

• Once papers accepted, they can be submitted to the 
ISSMGE open-Access Online Library

https://www.issmge.org/publications/review-platform/ongoing-conferences


Platform successfully used for 3 conferences; 3 more 

conferences are starting to use it

Member Societies are welcome to use the system, but 
Open Access publication through Online Library is a 
requirement



ISSMGE PUBLISHING

• Once papers are accepted through the Conference Paper 
Review System, they are ready to be included to the ISSMGE 
open-Access Online Library.

• ISSMGE can issue Digital Object Identifiers (DOIs) for its own 
publications, e.g., ISSMGE reports, as well as its own 
conference proceedings.

• ISSMGE can support inclusion of proceedings in Scopus, or 
other indexing platforms

• ISSMGE can support, if desired, a USB or publication of official 

proceedings, but at some cost that the conference will have to 

support. 



ISSMGE VIRTUAL UNIVERSITY



Virtual University Platform Vision

Digital 

Contents
Curation Online 

Learning

Vision

Foster and lead a culture of digital learning

Learn anywhere anytime at no cost

Make a real impact to widest geo-community

Responsive to changing industry needs

A high priority initiative of ISSMGE President Ng



Virtual University Platform
A major step forward beyond the established and 
successful webinar series

Available at http://virtualuniversity.issmge.org/ entirely 
free

The Platform has a “course” layout (MOOC platform) 
Content is organized based on topics and relationship to 
each other; ability to create sequences of content in 
themes

•Categorize content based on type (e.g. webinar, keynote 
lecture, short course, short educational videos)

•Videos of same theme put together as “course”

http://virtualuniversity.issmge.org/




Current Content & Features of 
Virtual University 

Current Content: 
A total of 148 unique recordings.  ~2,060 plays per month in 2021

• 11 Courses (Created from 94 ISSMGE webinars and short videos)

• 30 Honour / Keynote Lectures

• 18 additional webinars

• 6 Short Educational Videos

• Content addition led by Board member Dr. Mounir Bouassida, as 
well as Technical Committees, Board members, and other 
ISSMGE groups. 



Current Features of Virtual University 

• Visitors can create an ISSMGE account and use it to:

– Track their course attendance history;

– Participate in course discussions 

– Receive notifications about important updates on registered 
courses

• You can also view video without registering (but none of the 
features above apply)



Current Advanced Features of Virtual University

•Provide detailed video analytics

•Provide homework functionality

•Provide examination functionality 

•Provide degree functionality

•Integrate with Online Library

What Happens When Soil 
Compresses

Marina Pantazidou, PhD, 

Associate Professor, School 

of Civil Engineering, National 

Technical University of 

Athens, Greece

Short, modular sections with quizzes 



THE ONLINE LEXICON



Electronic Lexicon
Original Lexicon:

Printed in 1981 by ISSMGE

Included 8 languages

Electronic Lexicon iccluded
1592 terms in 14 languages

https://www.issmge.org/lexicon

An important standardization 
tool for international 
geotechnical practice

https://www.issmge.org/lexicon


Languages included: English, Chinese (simplified and traditional), Farsi 
(Persian), Finnish, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Portuguese, 
Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish

Fully searchable, and expandable (with more terms or languages)



EXPAND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES



GeoWorld is the largest 

professional network for 

geotechnical engineers worldwide

Launched in 2011. ISSMGE is 

founding partner of GeoWorld

Members create professional 
profile and interact  with other 
geo-professionals, companies and 
organizations

Post: news, blogs, photos, data

ISSMGE content automatically 

promoted through GeoWorld

GEOWORLD

25,800+ members

950+ companies

162 countries 



GeoMap by GeoWorld
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Annual Geotechnical Business Directory 

• Directory of 25,800+ Geoprofessionals & 1,000+ geotechnical companies & 
organizations from 162 countries!

• Published annually since 2015

• Three different formats: 

– Online searchable platform 

– In-print on-demand publication through Amazon

– E-book

• Reaching 50,000+ professionals 
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Find Companies & Professionals 
based on expertise, location, industry
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Unified Questions & Answers Session
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Geotechnical Business Confidence Index

Member-based geotechnical business climate metric 

Done quarterly since 2017. 
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ISSMGE Mobile Platform

A joint initiative of IDC, PIC, YMPG! (Thanks to late 
Sherif Wissa, Jennifer Nicks)

Officially Announced in Seoul in 2018! 

1,349 users already

559 active installs in iPhone

790 active installs in Android 

Members with app, receive news and push-in 
notifications from ISSMGE 

Please let colleagues know they can download the 

ISSMGE app



Keep in touch with ISSMGE’s Social Media

• Launched on October 29th 2015. 
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5578 followers 
(from 2646 in Seoul)

12,123 followers
(from 1113 in Seoul)

1553 followers
(from 254 in Seoul)

2620 followers
(from 799 in Seoul)

14,021 followers



ISSMGE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
GEOENGINEERING CASE HISTORIES



International Journal of 
Geoengineering Case Histories

• Available at: http://geocasehistoriesjournal.org

• High-quality peer-reviewed journal focused on case 
histories and geotechnical practice

• Only Platinum open access journal in the field!

• No. of paper downloads in 2021: 84,799!

• That is an average of 684 downloads per paper in 
one year! 

• Papers accompanied by supplemental data and 
geographically positioned on a map.
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http://geocasehistoriesjournal.org/


Geographic Database with all papers published in Journal

Each icon is clickable with a link to the paper itself



International Journal of 
Geoengineering Case Histories

• Platinum-Open Access is not easy, but it is what the 
Profession! 

• Co-Editors in Chief & Distinguished Editorial Board

• Liaisons with each Technical Committee of ISSMGE

• Made possible by the financial support of generous, 
forward-looking organizations: 
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ISSMGE is an organization for the 
profession, is an organization for you!

Get involved → contribute ideas and actions
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Thank you! Dimitrios Zekkos

Chair of Innovation 

and Development 

Committee

(USA)

Associate Professor, 

University of California 

at Berkeley

Coming up! 20th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering, Sydney, Australia, May 1-5 2022

https://icsmge2022.org/

https://icsmge2022.org/

