
Technical Oversight 
Committee (TOC)

TC Chairs – TOC Meeting  
Zoom Meetings  – December 2024.
• 15 TC representatives will attend meeting Option I
• 21 TC representatives will attend meeting Option II

 The 37 Technical Committees (TCs) of  the ISSMGE are the foundation on which the technical and 
scientific activities of  the ISSMGE are based. 

 They are managed by a Chair and a Secretary and, if  deemed necessary, a Vice-Chair. 

 They are composed of  4 members appointed by the Chair (with voting right), of  2 members per 
Member Society (with voting right) and of  corresponding members (with no voting right, 
unlimited number). 

 The functioning of  the TCs, based on a volunteer basis, is supervised by the Technical Oversight 
Committee and defined in the “Guidelines for ISSMGE Technical Committees and ISSMGE 
Honour Lectures” 

 Overview 
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 Technical Committees Categories

Technical Oversight Committee 100

50
25

Number  of  members

~ 2200 members in all TCs



 TOC LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Chair: Dr Marcelo Sanchez 
Prof. Civil and Environmental Engineering. 

Texas A&M University, USA.

Vice-Chair: Dr Susmita Sharma
Assistant Prof. National Institute 
of  Technology Meghalaya, India.

Secretary: Dr. Mabel Chedid
Senior Geotechnical and Tunnel 

Engineer at WSP.  Technical Principal.

 TOC SUPPORT TEAM 

Dr.  Pierre Delage
Former TOC Chair  

Dr. Dimitrios Zekkos
Appointed Board Member 

Dr. Mona El-Din Anwar
Professional Image Committee

Vice 
Presidents

Dr. Andre P. Assis
South America

Dr. Walter Paniagua
North America

Dr. Lyesse Laloui
Europe

Dr. Marawan Shahien
Africa

Mr. Graham Scholey
Australasia

Dr. Keh-Jian Shou
Asia



Technical Oversight 
Committee (TOC)

Meeting Agenda
TC Chairs - TOC Meeting –December 2024 

1. Welcome & Introduction (Sanchez).
2. Updates on Recent Conferences (Sanchez).

• XVIII ECSMGE 2024. European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. Lisbon, 
     Portugal, Aug. 26th to 30th 2024
• XVII PANAMGEO 2024. Pan-American Congress on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering La Serena, Chile. 

Nov. 2024.
3. Updates on Upcoming Conferences (Schweiger).

• 21st ICSMGE 2026. International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. Vienna, Austria. Jun. 
14th to 19th. 2026. 

4. ISSMGE Bulletin. New Look
5. ISSMGE Tehncial Publications – New Journal (McCartney)  
6. Guidelines ISSMGE Technical Committees (Sanchez).
7. TOC New Initiatives (Sanchez).

• Exiting Technical Committee Chairs Recognition
• Pilot small funding to support initiatives that will promote TCs’ interactions or will enhance/expand TC activities.

8. International Interactive Technical Talks, IITT (Sanchez). 
• ISSMGE IITT President’s: initiative. 
• Available IITTs 

9. Monitoring of  TCs Activities and Performance (Sanchez).
Activity points and scores. 
Spreadsheet to monitor TCs performance.
10. Other Business (all). 

https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/
https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/
https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/21st-international-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/21st-international-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/21st-international-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/21st-international-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/publications/issmge-bulletin
https://www.issmge.org/news/issmge-interactive-technical-talks-a-new-educational-initiative-by-the-president-of-issmge
https://www.issmge.org/news/issmge-interactive-technical-talks-a-new-educational-initiative-by-the-president-of-issmge
https://www.issmge.org/education/interactive-technical-talks
https://www.issmge.org/education/interactive-technical-talks
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 Interactions TOC – TCs.  Events Organization 
• XVIII ECSMGE 2024. European Conf. on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. Lisbon, 

Portugal, Aug. 26- 30th 2024.

https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/
https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/
https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/
https://www.ecsmge-2024.com/


 Interactions TOC – TCs.  Events Organization 
• XVII PANAMGEO 2024. Pan-American Cong. on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering La 

Serena, Chile. 12th to 17th Nov. 2024.
Opportunity to organize TCs meetings, pre congress, workshops, and courses, Information to be  

circulated.
Deadline to submit proposals end of  August.

https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering
https://www.issmge.org/events/xvii-panamerican-conference-on-soil-mechanics-and-geotechnical-engineering


https://panamgeochile2024.cl/

TCs in PanamGeoChile2024

 Pre-congress short courses:

 TC212 Deep Foundations

 TCs Meetings:

 TC 308 Energy Geotechnics, 

 TC 221 Tailings and Mine Waste
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• 21st ICSMGE 2026. International 
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 TOC New Initiatives 

• Pilot small funding to support initiatives that will promote TCs’ interactions or will enhance/expand TC activities.

• TC306 - Geo-Education
 TC103 (Numerical Methods), 
 TC106 (Unsaturated Soils)

• Geotechnical Engineering Education 2025: TC306’s flagship conference
• Invited Speaker from USA

 Renewed researcher in  student learning in higher education
 
Following actions are envisaged:

 TC306 needs to prepare an article about the conference for publication in the 
Bulletin, highlighting the main conference activities and including photos.

 The invited speaker needs to prepare an article for publication in the Bulletin, 
summarizing the main aspects of  her presentation.

 The talk should be recorded and made available on the ISSMGE website, and 
possibly in the Bulletin, for the benefit of  all ISSMGE members.
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 ISSMGE Interactive Technical Talk (IITT )
• New educational initiative gathering young and renowned engineers from both sides of  the spectrum, academia 

and industry, from around the world. 

• IITT Organizing Committee.

 Marcelo Sanchez  TOC Chair 
 Susmita Sharma TOC Vice Chair

 Mabel Chedid TOC Secretary
 Bridget Lokoe YMPG

https://www.issmge.org/education/interactive-technical-talks• IITTs Available on ISSMGE website  

Video
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 ISSMGE Interactive Technical Talks (IITT) Held So Far
1. TC221 IITT on “Tailing Dams.” 
2. TC308 IITT on “Deep Geological Disposal for High Level Nuclear Waste.”
3. TC308 ITT on “Geothermal Energy.”
4. TC215 IITT on “Environmental Geotechnics.”
5. TC307 IITT on “Sustainability in Geotechnical Engineering.” 
6. TC106 IITT on “Unsaturated Soils.”
7. TC301 IITT on “Historic Sites.”
8. TC218 IITT on “Reinforced Fill Structures.”
9. TC309 IITT on “Machine Learning.”
10. TC220 IITT on “Field Monitoring in Geomechanics.”
11. TC206 IITT on “Observational Method.”
12. TC104 IITT on “Physical Modelling in Geotechnics.”
13. TC 201 IIT on “Laboratory Stress Strain Strength Testing Geomaterials.”
14. TC202 IITT on “Transportation Geotechnics.”.
15. TC209 IITT on “Offshore Geotechnics.”. 
16. TC201 IITT on “Geotechnical Aspects of  Dykes.” .
17. TC222 IITT on “Geotechnical BIM and Digital Twins.” .
18. TC306 IITT on “Geo-engineering Education.” 
19. TC103 IITT on “Numerical Modeling.” Completed this period.
20. TC213 IITT on “Scour and Erosion.” Completed this period.



 "ISSMGE Interactive Technical Talks (IITT) In Progress.
1. TC 105 IITT on Geo-Mechanics from Micro to Macro – IITT Date: December 3rd 2024.

2. TC 107 IITT on Tropical Residual Soils – IITT speakers have been selected.

3. TC 214 IITT on Soft Soils – IITT speakers have been selected.

4. TC 212 IITT on Deep Foundations – IITT speakers have been selected.

5. TC305 IITT on “ Geotechnical Infrastructure for Megacities and New Capitals”. TC leadership team contacted.

6. TC204 IITT on “Underground Construction in Soft Ground”. TC leadership team contacted.

7. TC217 IITT on “Land Reclamation”. TC leadership team contacted.

8. TC216 IITT on “Frost Geotechnics”. TC leadership team contacted.

9. TC102 IITT on “Ground Property Characterization from In-Situ Tests”. TC leadership team contacted. 

10. TC305 IITT on “ Geotechnical Infrastructure for Megacities and New Capitals”. TC leadership team contacted.

11. TC204 IITT on “Underground Construction in Soft Ground”. TC leadership team contacted.



Technical Oversight 
Committee (TOC)

Meeting Agenda
TC Chairs - TOC Meeting –December 2024 

1. Welcome & Introduction (Sanchez)
2. Updates on Recent Conferences (Sanchez).

• XVIII ECSMGE 2024. European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. Lisbon, 
     Portugal, Aug. 26th to 30th 2024
• XVII PANAMGEO 2024. Pan-American Congress on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering La Serena, Chile. 

Nov. 2024.
3. Updates on Upcoming Conferences (Schweiger).

• 21st ICSMGE 2026. International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. Vienna, Austria. Jun. 
14th to 19th. 2026. 

4. ISSMGE Bulletin. New Look
5. ISSMGE Technical Publications – New Journal (McCartney)  
6. Guidelines ISSMGE Technical Committees (Sanchez).
7. TOC New Initiatives (Sanchez).

• Exiting Technical Committee Chairs Recognition
• Pilot small funding to support initiatives that will promote TCs’ interactions or will enhance/expand TC activities.

8. International Interactive Technical Talks, IITT (Sanchez). 
• ISSMGE IITT President’s: initiative. 
• Available IITTs 

9. Monitoring of  TCs Activities and Performance (Sanchez).
• Activity points and scores. 
• Spreadsheet to monitor TCs performance.

10. Other Business (all). 
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• A spreadsheet is used to monitor the TCs activity
• Points are associated with different activities. 
• This score is used to stablish an indicative but 

imprecise ranking (i.e., very good TCs, good, 
and problematic ones). 

• The main items contemplated are:
o Regular administrative meetings (3 points).
o Specific conferences regularly organized by 

the TC (3 points). 
o Updated website (1 to 3 points) with relevant 

information (either within the ISSMGE 
website or within specific TC website). 

o Managing of  ISSMGE Honour Lectures and 
Bright Spark lectures. 

o TC Chairs –TOC meeting

 Technical Committees Activities Monitoring 

o Participation to ISSMGE Conferences through specific workshops are also considered.
o Contributions to other initiatives: IITT, Virtual University, Case History Journal, etc.                  
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