
The Swedish Foundation Day 2012 
This year the Swedish Foundation Day was held on the 8th of March. The day was held at 
Stockholm Fair in Älvsjö. Our participants are mostly men, but since this was also the 
International Women’s Day, we highlighted that by presenting 5 female lecturers.  
 
For more than 30 years the Foundation Day has been an annual celebration for the Swedish 
geotechnical engineers. We gather contractors, consultants, entrepreneurs, suppliers, students 
etc. This year we had 700 participants and around 60 companies in the exhibition. We are also 
happy to note that over the last five years there has been an increase of people coming to the 
Foundation Day from Europe and the Nordic countries. It seems that international companies in 
the field of geotechnics have focused on this day and have seen its potential. 
 
We have presented both Swedish and international lecturers with a broad 
variety of topics: 

• Mr Ronald Brinkgreve from Delft University in the Netherlands spoke 
about “The future of the finite element method in geotechnics”.  

• Mrs Helena Fürst spoke about a new webbased program for calculating 
Carbon Footprints in contract works. The program was developed by 
the Swedish Geotechnical Society. 

• Mrs Helena Söderberg from Züblin spoke about a road tunnel built with 
permanent secant pile walls and top-down technique. 

• Mrs Karin Noren-Cosgriff from the Norwegian geotechnical society 
spoke about a challenging project. Foundation for the next generation 
synchrotron radiation facility at Lund University. 

• Mrs Viktoria Svahn spoke about the results from the extensive 
investigations of landslide risk along the Göta river carried out by the 
Swedish geotechnical society. 

 
Several awards were presented during the day. 

 Mr Mikael Ånäs, from the Transport Administration, was elected Best Lecturer by our 
sponsors. He spoke about vertical drainage along one part of a new highway in the middle of 
Sweden. 

 Every year the Swedish Geotechnical society presents award for 
Best Geotechnical diploma work. One work from each 
university was elected to participate in this competition. This 
year Mr Anders Engström and Mr David Stålsmeden from the 
University of Chalmers won the award with their work 
“Geotechnical risk communication - A case study of 
communication between parties in infrastructure projects”. 

 The Pile committee presented the award “the Golden Pile”. The 
winner was mr Anders Fredriksson. Mr Fredriksson is regarded as 
our only true “mobile university” where he is both mentally 
mobile, always ready to change and innovate, while he carries with 
him a lot of knowledge. 

 

1 Mr Brinkgreve 

2 Mrs Noren-Cosgriff 

3 Best diploma work 

4 The Golden Pile 



 

The day ended with a banquet at the Grand Hotel in Stockholm. 
The hotel was built in 1874 and is a classical meeting place in 
the heart of Stockholm. After an exclusive three course menu, 
fine wines and great entertainment by young artists from The 
Wallman salons the guests went home with a smile on their face, 
dreaming about next year's event. 
 
More information on our website: www.grundlaggningsdagen.se, 
were you also find a link to a short film on YouTube and more 
photos from our day. 
 
Maria Åström, Chairman of the Foundation Day Committee 
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