
Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS AND GEOTECHNICAL 
ENGINEERING 

MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING  
 

held at the COEX Convention Centre, Seoul, Republic of South Korea 

 

Sunday, 17th September 2017  

 

 

PRESENT 

 
Professor Roger Frank  - ISSMGE President 

Professor Fatma Baligh  - ISSMGE Vice President Africa 

Professor Ikuo Towhata  - ISSMGE Vice President Asia 

Professor Mark Jaksa  - ISSMGE Vice President Australasia 
Professor Antonio Gens  - ISSMGE Vice President Europe 

Professor Paul Mayne  - ISSMGE Vice President North America 

 

Professor Jean-Louis Briaud  - ISSMGE Immediate Past President 
 

Professor R.N. Taylor  - ISSMGE Secretary General  

 

Dr Marc Ballouz - ISSMGE Board Member 
Professor Etienne Marcelin Kana - ISSMGE Board Member 

Professor Vlasta Szavits-Nossan  - ISSMGE Board Member 

 

C Paloma Peers  - ISSMGE Secretariat 
 

Professor Pierre Delage  - Chair, Technical Oversight Committee 

Professor Charles Ng  - Chair, Awards Committee 

Dr Jennifer Nicks  - Chair, Young Members’ Presidential Group 
Mr Sukumar Pathmanandavel  - Chair, Corporate Associates’ Presidential Group 

Dr Sherif Wissa  - Chair, Professional Image Committee 

Dr Dimitrios Zekkos  - Chair, Innovation and Development Committee 

 
Professor Michele Jamiolkowski - Past President ISSMGE 

Professor Seokwon Jeon - ISRM 

 

Dr Denis Kalumba - TC102 

Professor Akira Murakami - TC103 

Professor David Toll - TC106 

Dr Cor Zwanenburg - TC201 

Dr Albert HO - TC206 
Professor Yoichi Watabe - TC217 

Professor Marcelo Sanchez Castilla - TC308 

Mr John Sankey - TC218 

 
Professor Eun Chul Shin - Incoming Vice-President Asia 

Professor Alejo Sfriso - Incoming Vice-President South America 

Professor Mounir Bouassida - Presidential candidate 

Professor Dong Soo Kim - Chair, Organising Committee 19ICSMGE 
Professor Guillermo Zavala - Observer 

 

Member Society  Voting Member Non-Voting Member 

 
Albania Professor Luljeta Bozo  

Algeria Professor Fatma Baligh* 

Argentina Professor Roberto Terzariol Dr Diego Manzanal 
Australia Dr Hugo Acosta-Martinez Mr Graham Scholey 

Austria Professor Helmut F. Schweiger Professor Dietmar Adam 

Bangladesh Professor Akira Murakami * 

Belarus Professor Tatiana Tronda 
Belgium Ir Maurice Bottiau 



Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

Member Society  Voting Member Non-Voting Member 
 

Bosnia & Herzegovina Professor Akira Murakami * 

Brazil Dr Alessander Kormann 

Bulgaria Professor Askar Zhussupbekov*  
Canada Professor Tim Newson 

Chile Professor Ramon Verdugo Dr Felipe Ochoa 

China Dr Rui Wang  

Chinese Taipei Professor Keh-Jian Shou Dr Benson Hsiung 
Colombia Dr Hugo Acosta-Martinez* 

Costa Rica Professor Roberto Terzariol* 

Croatia Dr Igor Sokolić Dr Ivan Mihaljević 

CTGA Professor Ibrahim Khalil Cisse 
Cuba --- 

Cyprus Dr Dimitrios Loukidis 

Czech & Slovak Republics Professor Jana Frankovska  

Denmark Dr Ole Hededal 
Dominican Republic --- 

Ecuador --- 

Egypt Professor Marawan Shahien Professor Gihan Abdel Rahman 

El Salvador --- 

Estonia Mr Villu Leppik 

Finland Dr Henry Gustavsson 

France Mrs Valérie Bernhardt  

Georgia Professor Askar Zhussupbekov 
Germany Dr.Ing. Wolfgang Sondermann 

Ghana Professor S.I.I. Ampadu  

Greece Professor George Gazetas 

Guatemala Professor Roberto Terzariol* 
Hong Kong Dr Johnny Cheuk Dr James Sze  

Hungary Dr András Mahler  

Iceland Mr Haraldur Sigursteinsson Dr Sigurdur Erlingsson 

India Professor G.L. Sivakumar Babu Professor Deepankar Choudhury 
Indonesia Professor Masyhur Irsyam Dr Pintor T. Simatupang 

Iran --- 

Iraq Professor Raid Ramzi al-Omari Dr Mahdi Karkush 

Ireland Professor Antonio Gens* 
Israel Professor Antonio Gens* 

Italy Professor Nicola Moraci Professor Mario Manassero  

Japan Professor Akira Murakami Dr Takeshi Katsumi 

Kazakhstan Professor Askar Zhussupbekov Dr Zhanbolat Shahmov 
Korea R Professor Sangseom Jeong Dr Seong Wang Park 

Kyrgyzstan Professor Kamchibek Kozhogulov Ms Altynai Kozhogulova 

Latvia  

Lebanon Professor Salah Sadek Dr Muhsin Rahal 

Lithuania Professor Liudvikas Furmonavičius 

Macedonia, FYR Ms Elena Angelova 

Malaysia Ir. Yee Yew Weng 

Mexico Dr Moises Juárez Camarena Mr Juan Paulin 
Morocco Professor Houssine Ejjaouani Professor H. Akenkou 

Mozambique Dr Saturnino Diogo Dr Sidney de Abreu 

Nepal --- 

Netherlands Dr Almer E.C. van der Stoel 
New Zealand Mr Charlie Price Mr Gavin Alexander 

Nigeria Dr Samuel U Ejezie 

Norway Mr Magnus Rømoen  

Pakistan Engr. Sohail Kibria Ms Menal Zaheer 
Paraguay Ms Tatiana Stanichevsky Oreggioni 

Poland  Professor Zbigniew Lechowicz Prof. Katarzyna Zabielska-Adamska 

Portugal Professor Pedro Sêco e Pinto Mr Alexandre Pinto 

Romania Professor Loretta Batali Dr Ernest Olinic 
Russia Professor Vyacheslav Ilyichev Dr Michael Lisyuk 

Serbia  

Singapore Dr Leon Kam Weng Professor Colin Leung Chun Fai 

Slovenia Dr Mojca Turk  
South Africa Mr Trevor Green 

S E Asia Dr Geoff Chao 



Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

Member Society  Voting Member Non-Voting Member 
 

Spain Professor Fernando Pardo de Santayana  

Sri Lanka Dr Asiri Karunawardene 

Sudan Professor Elhussein A. E. Elarabi 
Sweden Dr Gunilla Franzén Mr Håkan Garin 

Switzerland Dr Jan Laue 

Syria Dr Talal Awwad 

Tajikistan --- 
Thailand Dr Suttisak Soralump 

Tunisia Mr Ridha Mahjoub Mr Sami Montassar 

Turkey Professor Feyza Cinicioglu Professor Muge Inanir 

Ukraine --- 
U K Professor Stephan Jefferis Ms Chaido Doulala-Rigby  

U S A Professor Robert Holtz Professor Youssef Hashash 

Uzbekistan Professor Askar Khasanov Dr Zokhir Khasanov 

Venezuela --- 
Vietnam Dr Johnny Cheuk* 

 

                         * Denotes Proxy vote 

 

Apologies 

 

Professor Jarbas Milititsky - ISSMGE Vice President South America 

Professor Junichi Koseki – TC101 
Professor William Van Impe – Past President, ISSMGE 

 

 

1.  OPENING REMARKS 

The ISSMGE President, Roger Frank, opened the meeting by 
welcoming all the delegates. He noted that the agenda was quite 
long and asked that all presentations should be focussed and 
that discussion should be clear and pertinent. There had been no 
additional items proposed and the agenda was the same as that 
circulated 3 months in advance of the meeting. 

2.  LIST OF DELEGATES AND OTHER PERSONS 
PRESENT 

The Secretary General, Neil Taylor, presented a list of Member 
Societies who had indicated that they would either have a 
delegate present or had nominated a proxy. This was confirmed 
by a roll call after which it was noted that 76 Member Societies 
were represented. Three late arrivals raised this to 79. 

3.  CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 

It was noted that there were 83 Member Societies entitled to 
vote. Since the delegates and proxies present exceeded two 
thirds of this number, the meeting was declared quorate to deal 
with all matters.  

4.  MINUTES OF THE EDINBURGH COUNCIL MEETING 

The Minutes of the Council Meeting in Edinburgh had been 
redistributed with the Council Meeting papers. The President 
asked if there were any comments or corrections to the Minutes, 
and there were none. On a show of hands the Minutes of the 
Council Meeting in Edinburgh were approved unanimously.  

5.  MEMBERSHIP 

Neil Taylor presented his report which is given in Appendix 1. 
It was noted that the Cyprus Society for Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering had recently joined as a new Member 

Society taking the membership to 91 Member Societies 
representing nearly 21000 individual members. As noted in the 
report, there were 10 societies with large changes in 
membership. There had been little change in the total number of 
Corporate Associates which now stood at 31. 

The Secretariat sent out a monthly digest or circular to 
Member Societies to advise them of upcoming webinars and 
new issues of the bulletin as well as other matters of direct 
relevance to their members. However, it remained unclear 
whether or not all the Member Societies were actually 
forwarding the information. Neil Taylor asked all 
representatives of Member Societies present to make sure that 
they forwarded the circular. ISSMGE could not function 
without the cooperation of the Member Societies and spreading 
information from the Secretariat to the membership was 
essential. 

6.  AMENDMENTS TO STATUTES AND BYLAWS: 
MEMBERSHIP ANNULMENT 

Neil Taylor introduced this item by stating that there was 
growing evidence of some Member Societies with poor or non-
existent succession planning especially within their Board or 
Committee structure.  Communication had become poor or 
non-existent and the Societies can no longer be deemed active. 
However, the present ISSMGE Statutes retained such societies 
“on the books” in a suspended status.  

This was now causing difficulties as there were new 
geotechnical groups being established in countries with a 
suspended Member Society. These new groups are active and 
wish to join ISSMGE but they are unable to do so since the 
Statutes prevent there being more than one Member Society for 
a particular country. The proposal is therefore to amend the 
ISSMGE statutes and bylaws as indicated in the following. 
Instead of having a suspended Member Society, the proposed 
change terminates their membership. However, there is 
provision for the terminated society to re-join subject to 
approval and any conditions imposed by the ISSMGE Board. 
Thus a Member Society that had become dormant could re-join 
should the circumstances change. The reasons for this could be 
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very varied, and the Board would consider each on a case-by-
case basis. 

Present Statutes: 

4I   A Member Society which has failed to abide by Statute 
4H and its Bylaws for four consecutive years shall cease to 
receive the benefits of membership of the International Society 
and its membership shall be deemed to be suspended. (4I.1)  
 
4J   A Member Society which has resigned its membership 
may apply to re-join the International Society by means of the 
procedure set out in Statutes 4D and 4E. If accepted the Council 
shall decide what entrance fee, if any, shall be payable. 
 
4K   The Council has the right to suspend the membership of 
any Member Society by a simple majority vote and to terminate 
the membership of any Member Society by a two-thirds 
majority vote.  

Present Bylaws: 

4I.1   A suspended Member Society may be reinstated on 
conditions agreed by the Regional Vice-President and the 
Secretary General, which shall include a reinstatement fee of no 
less than three years of subscription. 

Proposed Statutes: 

4I   A Member Society which has failed to abide by Statute 
4H and its Bylaws for four consecutive years shall cease to 
receive the benefits of membership of the International Society 
and its membership shall be deemed to be terminated. (4I.1)  
 
4J   A Member Society which has resigned its membership or 
had its membership terminated may apply to re-join the 
International Society by means of the procedure set out in 
Statutes 4D and 4E. If accepted the Council shall decide what 
entrance fee, if any, shall be payable. 
 
4K   The Council has the right to suspend the membership of 
any Member Society by a simple majority vote and to terminate 
the membership of any Member Society by a two-thirds 
majority vote. (4I.1) 

Proposed Bylaws: 

4I.1   A suspended or terminated Member Society may be 
reinstated on conditions agreed by the Regional Vice-President 
and the Secretary General, which shall include a reinstatement 
fee of no less than three years of subscription. 
 

In discussion, Ramón Verdugo (Chile) asked if these 
changes would lead to more people getting involved in 
ISSMGE. Neil Taylor replied that there was clear evidence that 
this would be the case. Tim Newson (Canada) wondered what 
would happen if two new groups formed and wished to join.  
Neil Taylor said that there would need to be dialogue probably 
directed at getting the groups to collaborate and to work 
towards joining forces and creating a single unit that could then 
apply to join ISSMGE. Alejo Sfriso (Argentina) noted that a 
group may prevent other people from that country from 
participating. Neil Taylor replied that the ISSMGE cannot and 
should not control activities in any country – each Member 
Society is self-determining and the ISSMGE cannot impose. 

Roger Frank asked for the delegates to vote by a show of 
hands which indicated 63 in favour of the change, 0 against and 
1 abstention. The motion was carried and Neil Taylor undertook 
to write to the affected Member Societies after the Council 
Meeting. 

7.  AMENDMENTS TO STATUTES AND BYLAWS: 
REGISTER OF MEMBERS 

Neil Taylor explained that at the Council Meeting in 2005, new 
statutes and bylaws were introduced which specified in detail 
how Member Societies should submit a list of their individual 
members on an annual basis and how the ISSMGE would 
allocate an individual membership number. There was also the 
introduction of a statutory obligation for Member Societies to 
distribute an electronic membership card to their members. 
However, none of this has really worked. Many Member 
Societies cite privacy laws that prevent their submitting an 
annual list of members. Other Societies simply refrain from 
sending a list. The membership numbers are date-related – they 
apply to a particular year – but given the sporadic submission of 
individual membership data, the few lists that exist are out of 
date. Also, it is not possible for the ISSMGE to enforce a 
statutory obligation on Member Societies to distribute an 
electronic membership card. Since the changes that were 
introduced in 2005 were unworkable, the proposal was to revert 
to the relevant pre-2005 statutes and bylaws as follows: 

Present Statutes: 

17B   The Secretary General shall assign a membership 
number to each Individual Member in accordance with Bylaw 
17B.1. The list of the names and membership numbers of 
Individual Members from each Member Society shall be 
dispatched to that Member Society. (17B.2) 
 
17C   Upon receipt of the list referred to in 17B, the Member 
Society can compile membership cards and distribute a card to 
each Individual Member. (17C.1 and 17C.2) 
 
17D   The Secretary General shall compile a list of Individual 
Members grouped according to Member Society and shall make 
this list available to Members of the Society in a form directed 
by Council. (17D.1) 

Present Bylaws: 

17B.1   The membership number shall reflect the year of 
membership, the Member Society to which the Individual 
Member belongs and a unique membership number. 
 
17B.2   The list of names and membership numbers shall be 
distributed to the Member Societies in an electronic format 
suitable for the compilation of membership cards. 
 
17C.1   The layout and wording of the Membership Card shall 
be in a form prescribed by the Secretary General.  The card 
can be distributed in a form deemed appropriate by the Member 
Society. 
 
17C.2   The membership card, if issued, shall remain valid for 
the year of issue plus the period extending into the following 
year specified in Bylaw 4H.1 as the period within which fees 
are to be paid. 
 
17D.1   The list shall be in electronic format and subject to the 
approval of the Member Society shall be posted in an 
appropriate section of the Society’s web site. 

Proposed Statutes: 

Delete Statutes 17B and 17 C. 
 
(new) 17B   The Secretary General shall compile a list of 
Individual Members grouped according to Member Society and 
shall make this list available to Members of the Society in a 
form directed by Council. (17B.1) 
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Proposed Bylaws: 

Delete Bylaws 17B.1, 17B.2, 17C.1 and 17C.2. 
 
(new) 17B.1   The list shall be in electronic format and 
subject to the approval of the Member Society shall be posted in 
an appropriate section of the Society’s web site. 
 

On opening discussion, Gunilla Franzén (Sweden) noted that 
the Swedish group appreciated the simplification and explained 
that her society was not allowed to publicise information or 
transfer information without specific written permission.  She 
said that the Nordic group had an alternative proposal for 
statute 17B and bylaw 17B.1: 

Proposed Statutes: 

Delete Statutes 17B and 17 C. 
 
(new) 17B   Each member society shall be responsible for 
maintaining an up-to-date register of their members. (17B.1) 

Proposed Bylaws: 

Delete Bylaws 17B.1, 17B.2, 17C.1 and 17C.2. 
 
(new) 17B.1   Information about individual members should 
only be made available to a second party if it is in agreement 
with national legislation applicable to the member society. 
 

The proposal by Sweden was seconded by Norway and 
Switzerland and on a show of hands was approved 
unanimously. In voting for the change in statutes and bylaws, 
there were no votes against, 1 abstention and the remaining (78) 
delegates voted in favour. The motion was carried. 

8.  REGIONAL REPORTS BY VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Roger Frank invited the Regional Vice-Presidents in turn to 
present their reports on regional activities. The written reports 
of the Vice-Presidents are given in Appendix 2. 
 
AFRICA: Fatma Baligh made her presentation. She noted that 
there were 10 Member Societies in the region but they had 
rather different levels of activity. Communication was 
improving and there was some evidence that new Societies may 
form in the near future. Over the past four years there had been 
good collaborations with other regions and young geotechnical 
engineers from Africa had the opportunity to participate in 
events in Brazil, New Zealand and Hong Kong. The 16th 
African Regional Conference in Tunisia had been very 
successful, attracting 430 delegates from 43 countries including 
25 from Africa. There had been progress on African Young 
Geotechnical Engineers Conferences with events held in 
Casablanca (2015) and Ghana (2016). Future events will be in 
Sudan (2018) and South Africa (2019). A number of sub-
regional conferences were also being created which addressed 
to some extent the variety of languages spoken in Africa.   
 
ASIA: Ikuo Towhata stated that during his time on the ISSMGE 
Board he had visited many of the 24 Member Societies in the 
Asian region. He noticed that there was generally rapid 
economic growth with significant infrastructure redevelopment 
and many individual construction projects, with very varied and 
difficult natural conditions and hazards. The regional 
conference in Japan in 2015 had been very successful and costs 
had been kept very low. The 8th Asian YGEC in Kazakhstan 
had been well attended with 100 delegates. Conflicts in both 
East and West Asia caused some difficulties within certain 

Member Societies and the imbalance between East and West 
Asia needed to be addressed with care and due consideration. 
 
AUSTRALASIA: Mark Jaksa began by noting that although the 
region had only 2 Member Societies, both were extremely 
active and had significant membership of ISSMGE especially 
when compared to population. Communication of geotechnical 
and ISSMGE news and information within the region was 
excellent. The Societies arranged numerous seminars and 
presentations, had well-established awards, offered training 
courses, generated guidelines and held many conferences. It 
was a well-known fact that Australia had bid many times to host 
the ICSMGE and Mark Jaksa hoped that their bid this time 
would be successful. 
 
EUROPE: Antonio Gens began by reminding Council of the 
European region and the spread of its membership. The regional 
conference in Edinburgh in 2015 had been a great success and 
had attracted the largest audience ever for the European 
conference. A number of sub-Regional European Conferences 
had taken place including the 15th Danube-European 
conference, the 17th Nordic Geotechnical meeting and the 13th 
Baltic Sea conference. The European YGEC was generally held 
on an annual basis except in the year of the International YGEC.  
Eleven of the 33 Technical Committees were chaired by 
members from the European region and there were also 4 
European Regional TCs. There were a number of honour or 
special lectures organised by the European Member Societies 
and many journals were based in the region. An issue being 
discussed in the region was the possible national registration of 
ground engineering professionals. This had been prompted by 
the Eurocode requirement of “appropriately qualified and 
experienced personnel” The issue is somewhat controversial but 
it is encouraging that there is debate being undertaken from the 
European perspective. Antonio Gens finished by noting the 
strength and vitality within the European region while 
recognising that the potential and resources across the region 
were rather uneven which need to be acknowledged and 
provided for.  
 
NORTH AMERICA: Paul Mayne noted that although the 
Region had only 3 Member Societies they were all very active 
and each arranged many geotechnical events on conferences. 
The region also had the largest Member Society (USA) with 
over 4000 members of ISSMGE and there was some concern 
that the voting system within ISSMGE (one Society, one vote) 
was inequitable. He hoped this issue could at least be discussed 
by the ISSMGE Board. Another consideration for the future 
was that the ICSMGE could be held in North America in 2025. 
 
SOUTH AMERICA: As Jarbas Milititsky was unfortunately 
unable to attend the Council Meeting, Roger Frank gave his 
presentation on his behalf. While there were a number of very 
active Member Societies in the region that organised many 
events, there were also a significant number that had very poor 
activity and participation in ISSMGE. There were groups that 
seemed dormant with poor communication and poor leadership. 
It was hoped there could be more integration of the Member 
Societies in the region in the future which might be helped by 
the formation of national Technical Committees.  The region 
would also be helped by improving the involvement of young 
members at a national level and promoting corporate 
involvement to improve the relationship between theory and 
practice. 

9.  ELECTION OF REGIONAL VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Roger Frank introduced in turn the following elected ISSMGE 
Regional Vice-Presidents for 2017 - 2021.  
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Africa Professor Etienne-Marcelin Kana 
Asia Professor Eun Chul Shin 
Australasia Gavin Alexander 
Europe Professor Mario Manassero 
North America Professor Timothy Newson 
South America Professor Alejo Sfriso 
 
The announcement was greeted with acclamation. 

10.  ELECTION OF PRESIDENT FOR THE PERIOD 2017-
2021 

Roger Frank invited the following four candidates to make their 
presentations: 
 
 Mounir Bouassida 
 Charles Ng 
 Ikuo Towhata 
 Askar Zhussupbekov 
 

Election papers were distributed and the results of the secret 
ballot were: 

 
 First round: Votes 
 Mounir Bouassida  6 
 Charles Ng 37 
 Ikuo Towhata 20 
 Askar Zhussupbekov 15 
 Abstention  1 
 
Mounir Bouassida, having received the fewest votes was 

eliminated. 
 
 Second round: Votes 
 Charles Ng 43 
 Ikuo Towhata 20 
 Askar Zhussupbekov 15 
 Abstention  1 
 
Charles Ng, having received a majority of the votes cast, 

was duly elected President of ISSMGE for the period 2017 – 
2021. The result was greeted with acclamation. 

11.  VENUE FOR 2019 BOARD AND COUNCIL 
MEETINGS 

Neil Taylor reported that in accordance with the statutes, he had 
written to organisers of regional conferences in 2019 in Africa, 
Asia and Australasia. He had received two offers to host the 
Council Meeting from Africa and Asia as follows: 
 
 17th African Regional Conference Cape Town, 7-10 

October, 2019 
 
 16th Asian Regional Conference in Taipei, 14-18 

October, 2019. 
 

In a secret ballot, votes were cast as follows: 
 

   Votes 

 Cape Town  51 

 Taipei   25 
 Spoilt ballots   2 

 

12.  PRESENTATION BY AUSTRALIA TO HOST XX 
ICSMGE 2021 

The Secretary General confirmed that only one proposal had 
been received to host the 20th International Conference on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering and that proposal was 
from the Australian Geomechanics Society (AGS). Roger Frank 
commented that he was delighted to see the ongoing resolve of 
the AGS to host the ICSMGE and he asked that they present 
their invitation to Council. Graham Scholey introduced the bid 
He said that this was the seventh time that the Member Society 
from Australia had offered to host the ICSMGE. He emphasised 
that the Organising Committee had been working hard over the 
past 4 years to make sure their proposal was even stronger than 
that presented at the previous Council Meeting in Paris. He 
noted that details of the proposal had been circulated in advance 
of the meeting and that Council Meeting delegates had had the 
opportunity for due scrutiny. He went on to introduce a video 
that had been prepared which summarised the proposed event. 

At the end of the video presentation, Roger Frank stated that 
although only one bid had been submitted it was still important 
that Council had the opportunity to indicate their support or 
otherwise by voting with a show of hands.  It was clear that 
there was unanimous acceptance of the bid and the President 
was pleased to announce that the 20ICSMGE would be held in 
Sydney, Australia in 2021.  This result was received with 
acclamation. 

13.  REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES BY CHAIRS OF THE 
BOARD LEVEL COMMITTEES 

Roger Frank noted that the Board Level Committees had 
provided important input to the working of the ISSMGE and 
that he was grateful for their extensive contributions. He was 
pleased now to be able to give the floor to the Chairs of those 
committees to inform Council of the progress they had made. 

14.  INNOVATION AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Dimitris Zekkos, chair of the Innovations and Development 
Committee gave a presentation of his report, the written version 
of which is given in Appendix 3. A key achievement had been 
the restructuring of the ISSMGE website which allowed better 
promotion and access to resources such as the ISSMGE 
webinars and the extensive online library. There was also 
improved presentation of the Technical Committees and soon 
the sub-websites provided for the TCs would be enhanced. 
Webinars were at present delivered every 2 months and 
recordings of past webinars and other honorary lectures were 
available from the website. The ISSMGE now had an 
institutional commitment to open access for publications and 
wished to make, for example, ISSMGE conference proceedings 
widely and freely available. In emphasising this point, the 
ISSMGE had initiated a project to make available the 
proceedings of all the past ICSMFE/ICSMGE from 1936 to 
2013 and proceedings of other Technical Committee 
conferences were available. 

Another development included an ISSMGE mobile app 
written for both Android and iOS platforms. This included 
provision for push-in notifications from ISSMGE which should 
improve dissemination of key information to the ISSMGE 
membership. Other initiatives included development of the 
GeoWorld site and a number of activities associated with 
GeoWorld including a geotechnical business confidence index 
and the geotechnical business directory. 

In discussion, Roger Frank stated that the ISSMGE website 
represented a vast and valuable resource for all the ISSMGE 
membership. There is considerable information of direct use to 
the membership and it should enhance future communications. 
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Neil Taylor took the opportunity to present features of the 
website to the Council delegates. He went through some of the 
pages that will benefit members such as details of the Member 
Societies and the Technical Committees including their web-
pages, the monthly circular and the ISSMGE bulletin, and 
technical information such as the recordings of webinars and 
the now significant online library. He noted that the addition of 
the proceedings of past International Conferences had required 
a significant input of effort for the scanning and manipulation 
of the pdf files to both reduce file size and to enable character 
recognition to facilitate searches. For this, considerable thanks 
were due to Tiago Dias and Adam Bezuijen of the University of 
Gent and also to Geoengineer.org for implementing the online 
databases. 

Maurice Bottiau (Belgium) commented that it was of course 
very valuable for conference proceedings to be available on 
line. However, when dealing with organisers of future 
conferences he suggested that the ISSMGE should encourage 
rather than insist on open access of the proceedings.  

Roger Frank thanked Dimitrios Zekkos for his presentation 
and his continuing commitment to the ISSMGE. 

15.  TECHNICAL OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

Pierre Delage, Chair of the Technical Oversight Committee 
gave a presentation of his report (see Appendix 4). The general 
objectives of the Technical Committees were: 
 
1. To disseminate knowledge and practice within the TC’s 
subject area to the membership of the ISSMGE. 
2. To establish guidelines and technical recommendations 
within the TC’s subject area. 
3. To assist with technical programs of international and 
regional conferences organised by the ISSMGE. 
4. To interact with industry and overlapping groups working in 
areas related to the TC’s specialist area. 
 

There were now 33 TCs, the additions over the past 4 years 
being: TC217 Land Reclamation, TC218 Reinforced Fill 
Structures and TC308 Energy Geotechnics. After much debate, 
it had been agreed that there should be rotation of TC Chairs 
and the new guidelines stipulated a TC Chair should be in post 
for no more than two 4 year terms. In fact most TCs had had a 
change of Chair during the past 4 years. Also, Council was 
reminded that the life of a TC was no longer linked to the 
Presidential term.  This change had been introduced to ensure 
good continuity which was very important for an active TC. 

All TC members were now part of the TC database and this 
provided the official membership of TCs. Member details had 
to be input by the Member Societies (for both normal – 
maximum 2 per Member Society – and corresponding 
members) or by the TC Chair for the 4 members they were 
allowed to nominate. The introduction of the TC database 
required Member Societies to be active in ensuring their due 
representation on TCs. Some Member Societies had been 
reluctant to engage with the process but generally, those 
Societies that had followed the instructions had found inputting 
the data relatively straightforward.  

The Technical Oversight Committee had surveyed the 
internet presence of the TCs and had found this to be rather 
non-uniform. In order to help TCs, the ISSMGE website will be 
enhanced to include TC sub-websites that can be managed by 
the TCs. The TOC had also endeavoured to assess TC activity. 
The survey was not perfect but did throw up some suggestion 
that certain TCs were either not very active or poor at 
communicating their activity. The intention was that these 
should be investigated and action taken if deemed necessary.  

The Technical Oversight Committee joined forces with the 
Corporate Associates Presidential Group in contributing to the 

survey on the State of the Art (SOA) and State of Practice 
(SOP). The questions were posed by the TCs and the analysis of 
responses would be discussed in a special session during the 
19ICSMGE.   

Finally, it was noted that the TCs had made significant input 
to the 19ICSMGE. There were 11 ISSMGE Honour Lectures 
being presented and there was considerable input to the many 
discussion sessions and workshops. 

In discussion, Kibria Sohail (Pakistan) asked why some TCs 
had low activity. Pierre Delage explained that sometimes it 
could be simply a communication issue and but otherwise was 
largely due to poor leadership. 

16.  YOUNG MEMBERS’ PRESIDENTIAL GROUP 

Roger Frank invited Jennifer Nicks, chair of the Young 
Member Presidential Group to give her presentation; the written 
report appears in Appendix 5. The membership structure of 
YMPG was explained. The Chair is supported by 3 members 
from each of the six ISSMGE regions and there are four liaison 
members drawn from the ISSMGE Board. In addition, there are 
Corresponding Members to YMPG who are kept informed of 
activities. The Corresponding Member group had gradually 
grown in size to now over 650. 

The mission of the YMPG was to increase the attractiveness 
of the ISSMGE for younger generations of geotechnical 
engineers. This was achieved via a number of task forces 
dealing with communication, membership outreach and 
technical issues. Various achievements included developing a 
LinkedIn Group, the Young Member Arena that provides the 
opportunity for young members to publish in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin, suggestions for introductory webinars of particular 
interest and benefit to young members, establishing a 
scholarship database, and creating a YMPG logo to provide 
some branding. An Outstanding Corresponding Member Award 
had been proposed with well-defined guidelines; the intention 
was that this award would be made annually. An attempt had 
been made to conduct a survey of the membership. This 
suggested a reasonably even split between academic and 
industry workplaces. The survey had also highlighted that the 
biggest challenge to young member participation in national 
and international events was fees. A Young Member forum 
would be held during the course of the 19ICSMGE and it was 
hoped many people would participate. Jennifer Nicks concluded 
by asking the Council delegates to spread the word about the 
YMPG and its activities and achievements. She hoped that they 
would reach out to Young Members on a national level and 
endeavour to always minimise fees for young member 
participation in events. 

Roger Frank thanked Jennifer Nicks for her contribution to 
the ISSMGE and for her unstinting support and enthusiasm for 
the Young Member cause. 

17.  CORPORATE ASSOCIATES’ PRESIDENTIAL 
GROUP 

Sukumar Pathmanandavel, chair of the Corporate Associates 
Presidential Group gave a presentation of his report, the written 
version of which is given in Appendix 6. The purpose of CAPG 
was to assist ISSMGE in developing actions and activities that 
will enhance the commercial sector of the geotechnical 
profession. A recent initiative had been to conduct a survey 
aimed at identifying and bridging the gap between the state of 
the art and state of practice in geotechnical engineering. As 
mentioned earlier by Pierre Delage, the outcomes of the survey 
would be presented at a special session during the 19ICSMGE. 

It was noted that there were at present 31 Corporate 
Associates of ISSMGE. A number of these were very active 
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within CAPG and it was hoped that the number of Corporate 
Associates could be increased during the new Presidential 
period.  

Roger Frank thanked Sukumar Pathmanandavel for his 
support and drive with the CAPG. 

18.  AWARD COMMITTEE 

Charles Ng presented a summary of his report given in 
Appendix 7. There were now 7 ISSMGE awards categories: 
 
1. Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer (up to three cash 

awards)  
2. Outstanding Geotechnical Project 
3. Outstanding Member Society 
4. Outstanding Technical Committee 
5. Outstanding Innovator (individual or team) 
6. Outstanding Paper in the International Journal of Geo-

Engineering Case Histories 
7. Outstanding Professional Image 

 
The awards were publicised via the ISSMGE website and 

Member Societies had been asked to put forward nominations.  
These had then been evaluated by seven subcommittees and the 
membership of each subcommittee had been chosen carefully 
so as to avoid any potential conflicts of interest. The ISSMGE 
Board had approved the awards that would be presented at a 
special session on the opening day of the 19ICSMGE. 

Roger Frank thanked Charles Ng for his careful handling of 
the awards selection. 

19.  PROFESSIONAL IMAGE COMMITTEE 

Sherif Wissa, chair of the Professional Image Committee had 
had to leave early and the presentation of his report (Appendix 
8) was given by Marc Ballouz. The objectives of the committee 
were to: 

 
• Identify the best means to interact with written and 

visual media outlets 
• Communicate to the general public the role of 

Geotechnical Engineering 
• Facilitate better communications with other 

geotechnical engineering entities 
• Determine methods to assist engineers and the public 

subjected to geotechnical related disasters 
• Publicise the award to be given to individuals who help 

promote the geotechnical profession 
 
The key activities had been the development of publicity 

material, conducting a survey of Member Societies on their 
engagement with professional image and coordinating with the 
Innovations and Development Committee and Young Member 
Presidential Group in the production of a mobile application 
platform.  

Roger Frank thanked Marc Ballouz for delivering the 
presentation on behalf of Sherif Wissa. 

20.  INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF GEO-
ENGINEERING CASE HISTORIES 

Roger Frank invited the newly-appointed editor of the 
International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories, 
Dimitrios Zekkos, to make his presentation. It was emphasised 
that this was an open access journal of ISSMGE which was 
focused on the practice of geotechnical engineering. The 
number of papers appearing in the journal was steadily 

increasing and the statistics on paper downloads (more than 
35,000 in 2016) indicated that the journal was seen as a 
valuable resource. A new website had been developed for the 
journal and a memorandum of understanding (see Appendix 9) 
had been signed by ISSMGE and the journal editor. The 
editorial board were hopeful of increasing the numbers of 
published papers and asked Member Societies and Technical 
Committees to submit papers. They also envisaged preparing 
themed issues in the future.  

Roger Frank thanked Dimitrios Zekkos for his presentation.  

21.  THE ISSMGE FOUNDATION 

Neil Taylor gave a brief presentation on the ISSMGE 
Foundation. The stated objective of the Foundation was “The 
advancement of education and educational training in the field 
of geotechnical engineering and its applications for the public 
benefit”. This was achieved largely by applicants receiving 
awards to assist their participation in ISSMGE-related 
conferences. Details of the Foundation including the application 
procedure and application forms were given on the ISSMGE 
website. Knowledge of the Foundation was increasing as 
demonstrated by the number of awards being made – see the 
Donor’s report given in Appendix 10 – and 56 individuals had 
had their applications approved over the past 2 years.  

Neil Taylor asked the Member Society representatives to 
publicise the Foundation among their membership, requested 
they provide guidance to their younger, more inexperienced 
members in filling out applications and presenting their case. 

22.  PRESIDENT ELECT 

Jean-Louis Briaud introduced this item by explaining that a new 
President with no prior ISSMGE Board experience would find 
it difficult to get started with their duties. His proposal was 
therefore to elect the President two years before commencing 
their term of office. In that two-year period, the President-elect 
would sit on the ISSMGE Board and thus gain insight to the 
general workings of ISSMGE. The question being asked of 
Council was whether they were in favour of asking the 
incoming Board to form a task force to study the situation and 
make recommendations to the Board and then Council. 

In discussion, it was suggested that it might be better to have 
a succession process such as choosing the next President only 
from the Vice-Presidents. It was noted that the International 
Society for Rock Mechanics had a President-elect system. 
However, having the President-elect present on the Board with 
observer status only could still lead to stifled discussion and 
decision making.  

Roger Frank asked for a show of hands on whether Council 
would like the ISSMGE Board to consider this matter further. 
The result was 14 in favour and 18 against. There thus seemed 
to be no enthusiasm for pursuing the issue. 

23.  PUBLICATION AND OPEN ACCESS POLICY 

Roger Frank declared that while unexpected, becoming a strong 
advocate for open access publishing had become his main 
ambition and to some extent achievement during his presidency. 
He recognised the previous contributions of Rainer Massarsch 
and Bengt Fellenius on developing guidelines on publishing and 
copyright. He also noted that the ISSMGE statutes requires 
there to be a conference manual. In order to streamline these 
various documents, it had been decided that they should be 
integrated into a single document entitled “Conferences, 
Symposia and Workshops endorsed by the ISSMGE including 
Publication and Open Access Policy”. This document is 
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attached as Appendix 11 and is also available from the 
ISSMGE website. It describes the policy on making publication 
open-access, explains the preferred rights for authors and 
publishers, gives a suggested agreement for publications and 
also gives guidance on the organisation of conferences and 
events especially those making use of the ISSMGE logo. Roger 
Frank went on to state that the policy was now in place and that 
he hoped Member Societies and Technical Committees would 
adhere to the sentiments it expressed. 

24.  THE ISSMGE BULLETIN 

Charles Ng, editor in chief of the bulletin for the past 3 years, 
presented his report which is also given in Appendix 12. 
Charles Ng explained that he was assisted by a number of 
regional editors, many of whom had made significant 
contributions while he had been editor. Three new features had 
been introduced to the bulletin: Research highlights reported on 
the accomplishments of major research groups; Major projects 
reported on significant geotechnical projects; and the Young 
Members arena gave a publication opportunity to young 
members of ISSMGE. He finished by asking all delegates to 
submit articles and reports for consideration for inclusion in the 
bulletin. 

25.  PRESENTATION OF ACCOUNTS 2015, 2016 

Neil Taylor referred Council to the accounts which are given 
here in Appendix 13. The accounts had been independently 
examined and assessed as giving a true and proper 
representation of receipts and payments for the given 
accounting years. He went on to give a summary presentation of 
a comparison of actual income and expenditure compared with 
the agreed budget forecasts. The income from Regional 
conferences, due in 2015, had largely been received in 2016 and 
had also exceeded budget. There was also a significant increase 
in fees from Corporate Associates. The President had claimed 
no financial support in 2015 and little financial support in 2016. 
The savings on International Seminars and part-time support for 
the President were used to initiate the scanning project of the 
past ICSMFE and ICSMGE that were later incorporated into 
the online library.  

There were no comments on the accounts from the delegates 
present. Roger Frank proposed that the accounts be accepted 
and this was seconded by Antonio Gens. A show of hands 
indicated 56 in favour with none against. The accounts for 2015 
and 2016 were approved. 

26.  BUDGET 2017-2019 

Mark Jaksa drew Council’s attention to the proposed budget 
that had been circulated and then proceeded to present the key 
aspects. He started by presenting the budget approved at the 
Edinburgh conference that had also included a forecast up to 
2019. He had reflected on actual income and expenditure over 
the past 2 years and had made adjustments to produce a new 
budget for 2017 - 2019. The changes to the normal budget were 
generally minor and allowed new initiatives by the ISSMGE. 
The budget also included a travel allowance for the Chairs of 
the Board Level Committees to attend ISSMGE Board 
meetings. The motion that Council should approve the budget 
for 2017 - 2019 was proposed by Mark Jaksa and seconded by 
Roger Frank. 64 votes were cast in favour with none against; 
the motion was carried. 

The approved budget is given in Appendix 14. 

27.  XIX ICSMGE, SEOUL 2017. ORAL REPORT BY 
KOREAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY 

Professor Dong Soo Kim, chair of the organising committee for 
the 19ICSMGE gave a short presentation to Council. He 
welcomed everyone present and hoped they would enjoy the 
conference. He outlined the numerous meetings that had taken 
place along with 2 special dinners to attract sponsorship for the 
conference. There were 61 sponsors and 68 exhibitors all 
contributing to the success of the event. Many members of the 
Korean Geotechnical Society were involved in the various sub-
committees. The conference included 751 papers from 76 
countries. There were a total of 135 sessions and the plenary 
sessions would be live-streamed over the internet. The 
organisers had created a far-reaching fellowship program and 
this supported 16 participants from developing countries. As 
well as the special lectures and ISSMGE Honours Lectures, the 
conference provided the opportunity for 850 speakers at the 
many discussion sessions and workshops. The Technical 
Committees had been instrumental in organising many of the 
discussion sessions and workshops. Finally, it was noted that 
the 19ICSMGE had attracted 1839 delegates including 56 
accompanying persons. The 6iYEC had 108 delegates. 

28.  RELATIONSHIPS WITH SISTER SOCIETIES ISRM, 
IAEG AND IGS 

Jean-Louis Briaud reported that the Federation of International 
Geo-engineering Societies had been in existence for 10 years 
and that he was its third President. The group was working well 
and met each year, usually on the occasion of a major 
conference of one of the Sister Societies. The meetings allowed 
the members to share experiences and report on activities that 
were important in their Societies. There was also opportunity to 
engage with the activities of the Joint Technical Committees. It 
was noted that there was a special FedIGS session organised 
during the 19ICSMGE and the ISSMGE was thanked for 
facilitating this. The FedIGS Board would hold its meeting for 
2017 immediately after the conference. 

29.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business declared. 

30.  DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next Council Meeting would be on Sunday 6th October 

2019 in Cape Town. 

31.  THANKS AND CLOSURE 

Roger Frank took the opportunity to thank the Member 

Societies for their support and cooperation. He noted that 
geotechnical engineers were good people and he had been 

happy to serve them over the past 4 years.  

The meeting was adjourned at 16:45. 
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Appendix 1 : Membership – Member Societies, Corporate Associates 
. 

R. Neil Taylor 

Secretary General 

 

 

1  MEMBER SOCIETIES  

The accompanying Table indicates that the present ISSMGE 
membership is just under 20,800 in 90 Member Societies, 
(information correct as of 13th September 2017).  Though 
most member societies have shown a small but steady increase 
in membership numbers, the following have reported significant 
changes compared to the report produced for the Edinburgh 
Council Meeting:  Bulgaria (down to 30 from 61), Chile (up to 
101 from 66), China (down to 419 from 606), Finland (down to 
46 from 197), Greece (down to 87 from 125) Iran (up from 95 
to 802),  Malaysia (up from 65 to 100), Singapore (down to 53 
from 224), Sweden (up from 906 to 1076), USA (up to 3208 
from 3030). 

The application for membership from the Algerian 
Geotechnical Society was accepted at the Edinburgh Council 
Meeting in 2013.  The application by the Cyprus Society for 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was approved by 
the Board at its meeting in Beirut in March 2017. 

2  CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 

There are currently 31 Corporate Associates (down from 32 
reported at the Edinburgh Council Meeting). 

 
AECOM Asia Company Ltd 
S.N. Apageo S.A.S. 
Ove Arup & Partners Ltd 

 
Aurecon 
Centre for Geomechanics and Railway Engineering, 

University of Wollongong.  
Coffey Geotechnics Pty Ltd 
Dar Al Handasha Corp 
Deltares 
Fugro Consult GmbH 
GHD Pty, Ltd. 
Golder Associates Inc 
Huesker Synthetic GMBH 
International I.G.M. 
Jan De Nul N.V. 
Keller APAC 
KGS Ltd 
Maccaferri Innovation Centre Srl 
Naue GmbH Co KG 
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute 
Pagani Geotechnical Equipment 
RCF Ltd 
Siemens Energy 
SMEC Australia Pty 
Soletanche Bachy SA/Soletanche Freyssinet 
Tencate Geosynthetics France SAS 
Tensar International Ltd  
Terrasol 
Terre Armée Internationale 
A.P. van den Berg 
Wagstaff Piling 
Zetas Zemin Teknolojisi AS 

 

 

 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AS AT 13th SEPTEMBER 2017 

 

 

Member Society Members Africa Asia Australasia Europe 
North 

America 

South 

America 

Albania 40    40   

Algeria  43 43      

Argentina 106      106 

Australia 955   955    

Austria 108    108   

Bangladesh 33  33     

Belarus 30    30   

Belgium 319    319   

Bolivia 25      25 

Bosnia & Herzegovina 19    19   

Brazil 889      889 

Bulgaria 31    31   

Canada 744     744  

Chile 101      101 

China 419  419     

Chinese Taipei 68  68     
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Member Society Members Africa Asia Australasia Europe 
North 

America 

South 

America 

Colombia 26      26 

Costa Rica  31      31 

Croatia 108    108   

CTGA 100 100      

Cuba 30      30 

Cyprus 36    36   

Czech & Slovak Reps. 49    49   

Denmark 345    345   

Dominican Republic 32      32 

Ecuador 44      44 

Egypt 75 75      

El Salvador 30      30 

Estonia 30    30   

Finland 46    46   

France 541    541   

Georgia 38    38   

Germany 540    540   

Ghana 21 21      

Greece 87    87   

Guatemala 32      32 

Hong Kong 129  129     

Hungary 66    66   

Iceland 32    32   

India 236  236     

Indonesia 140  140     

Iran 802  802     

Iraq 42  42     

Ireland 23    23   

Israel 32    32   

Italy 296    296   

Japan 1162  1162     

Kazakhstan 40  40     

Korea 714  714     

Kyrgyzstan 30  30     

Latvia 44    44   

Lebanon 66  66     

Lithuania 40    40   

MACEDONIA - See The Former Yugoslav Republic Of Macedonia below 

Malaysia 100  100     

Mexico 265     265  

Morocco 28 28      

Mozambique 37 37      

Nepal 22  22     

Netherlands 718    718   

New Zealand 683   683    

Nigeria 43 43      

Norway 435    435   

Pakistan 85  85     

Paraguay 30      30 

Peru 30      30 
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Member Society Members Africa Asia Australasia Europe 
North 

America 

South 

America 

Poland 371    371   

Portugal 163    163   

Romania 136    136   

Russia 215    215   

Serbia 37    37   

Singapore 53  53     

S E Asia 119  119     

Slovenia 77    77   

South Africa 547 547      

Spain 368    368   

Sri Lanka 36  36     

Sudan 37 37      

Sweden 1076    1076   

Switzerland 173    173   

Syria 17  17     

Tajikistan 23  23     

Tfyr Macedonia 35    35   

Thailand 32  32     

Tunisia 40 40      

Turkey 236    236   

Ukraine 30    30   

UK 1196    1196   

USA 3208     3208  

Uzbekistan 33  33     

Venezuela 32      32 

Vietnam 30  30     

        

Total 20649 971 4420 1638 8178 4039 1403 
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Appendix 2a: Report from the Vice-President of ISSMGE for Africa  

Rapport du vice-président de l'ISSMGE pour l'Afrique 
 

Fatma Baligh  

Civil Eng. Dept., Helwan University, Cairo, Egypt, balighfatma@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: This report contains an overview of the state of the ISSMGE in Africa and a summary of the highlights of the activities 

in the region since the Council Meeting held in Paris in September 2013. 

RÉSUMÉ: Ce rapport contient un aperçu de l'état de l'ISSMGE en Afrique et un résumé des faits saillants des activités dans la région 

depuis la réunion du Conseil à Paris tenue en Septembre 2013. 

KEYWORDS: Africa, Algeria, CTGA, Egypt, Ghana, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, Tunisia     

 

1  INTRODUCTION.  

A summary of the current situation and the activities of the 
ISSMGE Member Societies in Africa are reviewed and 
presented. 

2  MEMBER SOCIETIES AND MEMBERSHIP 

The ISSMGE Member Societies in Africa are now ten, after the 
addition of Algeria, with a  total of 917 members. They 
include: CTGA (Comité Transnational des Géotechniciens 
d’Afrique), Algeria, Egypt, Ghana, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan and Tunisia although with 
different levels of activity. Several attempts have been made to 
form new national societies in Africa. Some did not come to 
fruition due to political unrest in their countries or for other 
reasons, e.g., Libya, Ethiopia, Angola, Rwanda and Uganda. 

Other attempts are being made towards the revival of some 
dormant societies that existed previously, e.g., Zimbabwe and 
Kenya. Communications with interested geotechnical engineers 
in these countries have been established and plans are ongoing 
to help these societies resolve their internal challenges. 

Some of the previously active societies have fallen back and 
from which no activity reports have been received.  

The desired and expected level of activity has not been 
achieved owing to the peculiar political, social and economic 
climate prevailing in many parts of the region. 

3  AFRICAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

The 16th African Regional Conference in Soil Mechanics 
and Geotechnical Engineering (16th ARCSMGE) under the 
title “Innovative Geotechnical Engineering” was successfully 
held from 27th to 30th April 2015 in Hammamet, Tunisia.  
There were 430 participants from 43 countries, including 25 
countries from Africa: Algeria, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, 
Centrafrique, Congo, Côtes d’Ivoire, Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Egypt, Ghana, Guinea, Kenya, Mali, Mauritania, 
Morocco, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, 
South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, Tchad, Togo, and Uganda. 

Europe: Albania, Belgium, England, France, Germany, 
Greece, Italy, Luxembourg, Portugal, Poland and Spain; 

North America: Canada and USA; 
Asia: Iran, Lebanon, Malaysia, Singapore, and United Arab 

Emirates. 
The 16th ARCSMGE was supported by 38 sponsors and 30 

stands in the exhibition. The conference program included two 
Technical Visits and two Workshops: one on Lateritic Soils and 
the other on Geosynthetics. 

 
The 60th Anniversary of the Menard Pressuremeter, "ISP7- 

PRESSIO 2015", was held  for the first time in Africa by  the  
Tunisian Association of Soil Mechanics (ATMS) as part of 
the 16th ARCSMGE Hammamet event in Tunisia, 1st - 2nd May 
2015. This International Symposium is the seventh version of a 
Conference series initiated first in 1982.  ISP7-PRESSIO 
offered an excellent opportunity to exchange experience 
between contractors, manufacturers, consulting firms, engineers, 
scientists and academics (40 papers, 4 keynote lectures, and a 
workshop).  

The Vice President for Africa held a special meeting with the 
Young Members of the African Geotechnical Societies on the 
27th of April attended by 48 young geotechnical engineers.  
They were informed of their role in the young members 
presidential group (YMPG). They were also made familiar with 
the different Board Level Committees of the ISSMGE and on 
how best could they participate in their activities. 

The 17th African Regional Conference will be held in Cape 
Town, South Africa from 7th to 10th Oct. 2019.  

4  AFRICAN SUB-REGIONAL CONFERENCES  

Since there are four main languages spoken in Africa namely 
French in the West of the Continent, Arabic in the Northern 
part, Portuguese in the center, we find that English is the 
common language throughout (besides the local native 
languages). Naturally, this called for the introduction of Sub-
Regional Conferences.  

4 .1  Maghrebian Conference  

The 4ème Conférence Maghrébine en Ingénierie Géotechnique 
(CFMIG4), organized by the Geotechnical Maghreb Group and 
assisted by UISF (supported by UNESCO), was held in Sousse,  
Tunisia, 13th-15th November 2014. 

The CFMIG4 is the 4th conference in the series “Maghrebian 
Conferences” organized by the Geotechnical Maghrebian 
Group in order to boost the activities between Maghrebian 
Geotechnical  Societies with support provided by the UISF. 
The first three conferences were held in Tunisia (2010), 
Morocco (2012) and Algeria (2013). The objective of these 
annual conferences is to improve links of durable cooperation 
and knowledge between the engineers and academics in the 
geotechnical engineering field within Maghreb countries. 

During the CFMIG4, a special unscheduled meeting was 
called for by the Vice President for Africa, Prof. Fatma Baligh. 
The meeting was held and attended, by the presidents and some 
members of the board of both the Tunisian and the Moroccan 
Geotechnical Societies in the presence of the initiators and 
future President of the Algerian Geotechnical Society 
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(ALGEOS, then not yet officially announced). The discussions 
covered the future plans for the Northern part of the 
region..Among the main topics discussed were the final 
arrangements for the upcoming 16th African Regional 
Conference in Tunisia. 

Also, it was decided to hold The 5th Maghrebian 
Conference in Geotechnical Engineering in Marrakech, 
Morocco which took place in Oct. 2016 (26th -28th) under the 
title “The Rescue of Soils”. 

4 .2  African Days for Geotechnical Engineering (JAG) 

The 6th edition of the CTGA’s annual technical colloquium - the 
6th African Days for Geotechnical Engineering (6ème JAG) - 
took place from 12th-14th June 2014 in Ouagadougou (Burkina 
Faso). The theme was: “African National Civil Engineering 
Laboratories Responsibility on the Quality and the 
Sustainability of Sociological and Economics’ Infrastructures”. 
About 280 delegates attended this colloquium from 16 countries 
namely: Benin, Burundi, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Ivory Coast, 
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Gabon, Niger, Mali, 
Senegal, Togo, Mauritania, Cape Verde, Madagascar, and 
France. 

The technical works consisted of four sessions: Technical 
Codes of Practice in African Countries; Soils in Africa: Lateritic 
Soils; Innovations in Geotechnical Engineering; Organization 
of Studies and Survey in Geotechnical Engineering.  

The next meeting of the series (7ème JAG) was organized 
jointly by CTGA and the African French speaking Association 
for Buildings and Public Works Laboratories (ALBTP), from 
July 30th to August 2nd 2015 in Yamoussoukro, Ivory Coast. 

CTGA held their 8th edition of the CTGA’s annual 

technical colloquium, entitled “Journées Africaines de la 
Géotechnique” (8ème JAG), in Douala, Cameroon, from 20th to 
24th June 2016.  

The colloquium was organized under the main theme: 
“Geotechnical engineering and the socio-economical emergence 
of African tropical region countries”, under the high patronage 
of the Cameroonian Minister of Public Works. 

About 250 delegates from 11 French speaking countries 
namely: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Djibouti, Ivory Coast, 
Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo, Niger, Senegal, Togo, 
and France, attended the event. 

There were four workshops. Their abstracts can be 
downloaded on the website of CTGA.  

The 9th edition of the CTGA’s annual technical 
colloquium JAG will be held in Oct. 2017 in Lomè, Togo. 

At present, plans are on-going to encourage CTGA countries 
capable of standing alone to form their own national member 
societies. 

4 .3  Southern African Geotechnical Conferences  

Geotechnical engineering is alive and well down in the southern 
tip of our great continent! There is always a variety of events 
planned with invited lecturers, short courses and workshops 
running. 

The South Africa Geotechnical Division of SAICE held The 
1st Southern African Geotechnical Conference on the 5th & 
6th May 2016 at Sun City with the intention of having it every 
four years thereafter. A Workshop on “Tropical and 
Unsaturated Soils” was held the day before the conference.  

4 .4  Activities of Portuguese speaking countries  

The Mozambican Geotechnical Society (SMG) organized some 
workshops with the support of local and international 
companies in Maputo (Tecnica, Engenheiros Consultores, 
Mecasolos, NAUE and others from South Africa): 

A workshop on “Dams in a Community of Portuguese 
Speakers Countries: Experiences, Solutions and Challenges” 

took place in November 2014 in collaboration with Mr. Antonio 
Veiga Pinto (Mecasolos, Portugal) and was attended by 52 
people. 

A workshop called “Economic & Ecologic Advantages of 
Geosynthetics in Infrastructural & Environmental Applications” 
took place in March 2015 in collaboration with Mr. Andreas 
Post & Mr. Jörg Klompmaker (NAUE, Germany) and was 
attended by 84 people. 

5.  AFRICAN YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS 
CONFERENCES 

The South African Geotechnical Division hosted the 8th South 

African Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference from 
17th to 19th September, 2014.  The conference was attended by 
114 delegates with 60 papers presented on a wide range of 
topics.   

At the Board Meeting of the African Member Societies, 
Hammamet April 2015, a decision was taken to hold three 
African Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conferences (AYGEC) 
between successive Young International Geotechnical 
Engineers’ Conferences (YIGEC). 

The 4th African Young Geotechnical Engineers 
Conference (4AyGEC’15) was hosted by Le Comité Marocain 
de la Mécanique des Sols et de Géotechnique (CMMSG) in 
Casablanca, Morocco, 12th and 13th of November 2015. There 
were 48 registrations, 26 papers presented and two keynote 
lectures delivered over 2 days. Unfortunately, 5 Sudanese 
participants were unable to get visas issued to be able to attend!  

The 5th African Young Geotechnical Engineers 
Conference (5AyGEC’16) was hosted by The Ghana 
Geotechnical Society (GGS) at the Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science & Technology (KNUST) in Kumasi, Ghana from 9th 
to 13th August 2016. As part of the conference programme, the 
ISSMGE Board meeting and a TC 107 Workshop took place. 

The conference was attended by 60 delegates from across 
five African countries with the breakdown as follows; Ghana-
54, South Africa-4, Egypt-2, and Sudan-2. Twelve board 
members of the ISSMGE were in attendance. A total of 
nineteen technical papers were received and published in the 
proceedings, and 4 technical sessions were held, together with a 
lecture on Geosynthetics. A webinar on laterites and lateritic 
soils was also viewed. 

The 6th African Young Geotechnical Engineers’ 
Conference (6th AYGEC) will be hosted by the Sudanese 
Geotechnical Society in Khartoum in 2018.   

Twelve young members from Sudan, Nigeria, Mozambique, 
South Africa, Tunisia and Egypt have attended the iYGEC6 in 
Seoul, September 2017.  

6  OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN 
AFRICA (ISSMGE events) 

The International Conference on Structural and 
Geotechnical Engineering (8th AICSGE) was held in 
Alexandria, Egypt, (14th – 16th April 2014). 

Al-Azhar Engineering Thirteenth International 
Conference (AEIC 2014) was held at Al-Azhar University, 
Cairo, Egypt (23rd – 25th December 2014). One of the topics 
was on geotechnical engineering with participants from Algeria 
and Canada amongst those participating. 

The 13th Arab Structural Engineering Conference 
(ASEC’13) was held at the University of Blida, Algeria,  
(December 13th - 15th, 2015).  

The 14th International Conference on Structural and 
Geotechnical Engineering (ICSGE-14) was held at Ain-
Shams University in Cairo, Egypt (20th - 22nd December, 2015). 

The 1st International Conference on Advances in 
Structural and Geotechnical Engineering (ICASGE'15) 
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organized by the Structural Engineering Dept., Tanta University, 
was held in Hurghada, Egypt (6th – 9th April 2015). There were 
40 papers accepted by the Geotechnical Division. Among them 
were 11 papers from Algeria-2, Morocco, Nigeria, Japan, 
Canada, Kuwait, Iran, USA and Saudi Arabia with the rest from 
Egypt. The 2nd ICASGE'17 (27th – 30th March 2017) had three 
keynote lectures with 42 papers received by the Geotechnical 
Division from China-2, USA, Canada, England, Italy and 
Algeria.  

The 1st GeoMEast 2017 International Conference was held 
in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt from July 15th to 19th, 2017, 
attended by 300 participants from 48 countries.  

There were 20 Keynote Lectures delivered by renowned 
speakers: 7 Honors Lectures (Harry Poulos, Braja Das, Rober 
Keorner, Abdel Hady Hosny, Ahmed Abdel-Ghaffar, Silvano 
Marchett and William S. Hanna), 4 official lectures (ISSMGE, 
ASCE, IGS and DFI). Also, 4 Workshops and 6 Short Courses 
took place over the conference's 5 days. 

7  TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

There is only one Technical Committee hosted by Africa TC-

107 on Laterites and Lateritic Soils.  
Prof. Samuel Ampadu (Chair of TC 107) summarized the 

objectives and strategies of TC-107 to its members as follows: 
Objective 1: To disseminate knowledge and practices in 

laterites and lateritic soils to members of ISSMGE.  
Objective 2: To establish guidelines and technical 

recommendations for laterites and lateritic soils 
Objective 3: To assist with the technical programmes of 

ISSMGE at international and regional conferences. 
Objective 4: To interact with industry and overlapping 

organizations working in the area of laterites and 
lateritic soils. 

The TC will achieve these objectives through the 
identification and dissemination Task Forces, who will 
assemble, analyse and compile the information and disseminate 
them through various publications.  

Four Task Forces were identified so nominated members and 
members who wish to contribute to the work of the TC as 
corresponding members were invited to sign into one or more 
of the four Task Forces listed:  

Task Force 1: Characterizing Lateritic Soils,  

Task Force 2: Improving the Properties of Lateritic Soils, 
Task Force 3: Strength and Compressibility of Lateritic Soils,  
Task Force 4: Special Properties. 
A paper session and a workshop on laterites and lateritic 

soils were included in the program of the 16th ARC that took 
place in Hammamet, Tunisia during April 2015.  

There was an ISSMGE Webinar on Laterites and Lateritic 
soils given by the Chair in February 2016. 

During 5th African Young Geotechnical Engineering 
Conference, from 9th to 13th August, 2016 at Kwame Nkrumah 
University of Science & Technology, Kumasi, Ghana, there was 
a session on Laterites and Lateritic soils. 

The TC was able to hold its first physical meeting on 12th 
August 2016 at KNUST attended by 3 members.  The meeting 
sought to find ways to revitalize the TC and one of the 
initiatives was the proposed workshop “Laterite and Lateritic 
Soil Engineering Practice and Research” held from 12th to 
15th Sept. 2017. The Workshop had seven presentations and was 
hosted by Prof. Charles W. Ng. on the campus of the Hong 
Kong University of Science and Technology.    

8  INTERACTION WITH MEMBER SOCIETIES  

International cooperation between the ISSMGE regions has 
been achieved through activities with the following ISSMGE 
regions and societies:  

8.1  South America 

International cooperation between the ISSMGE regions has 
grown following the formal invitation to the African Societies 
for 6 young African geotechnical society members to attend 
Cobramseg 2014 in Goiania, Brazil, in (September 9th to 13th), 
without fees and with accommodation provided by ABMS and 
air tickets by the ISSMGE Foundation.  The organizers 
received 9 abstracts, six full papers and subsequently, four 
authors joined the conference.  

8 .2  Australasia   

The Australian Geomechanics Society (AGS) offered one 
young geotechnical engineer or engineering geologist from 
Africa, the opportunity to attend the 11th Young Geotechnical 
Professionals Conference (11YGPC) in Queenstown, New 
Zealand held in October 2016. A young member from South 
Africa was chosen through a competition to attend with all 
expenses paid. 

On behalf of the African Societies, I express sincere 
appreciation to the Vice-Presidents for South America, Prof. 
Jarbas Milititsky and Australasia, Prof. Mark Jaksa and the 
members of the Brazilian Geotechnical Society (ABMS), the 
members of AGS and the ISSMGE Foundation for their 
generosity, which made it possible for these young engineers to 
participate and broaden their experience in international events 
so far from their homes.   

8 .3  Hong Kong   

At the end of the very successful 5th African Young 
Geotechnical Engineers Conference (5AyGEC’16), three 
Ghanaians, a Nigerian and an Egyptian young geotechnical 
engineers were offered admission with research grants from the 
Hong Kong University of Science and Technology supervised 
by Prof. Charles Ng.  

9  CONCLUSION    

The above account of the state of the geotechnical engineering 
profession in Africa reveals that the region has made 
appreciable progress in recent years. Catching up with the more 
developed regions is our ultimate goal, but this cannot happen 
overnight.  

I would like to quote Prof. Samuel Ejezie (the previous 
ISSMGE Vice-President for Africa) who said “The world of 
geotechnical engineering is very dynamic. The advanced 
regions in the profession are continuously advancing at a much 
faster rate than the less-advanced regions like Africa, so, parity 
may take a long time to be realized. Our ambition though is to 
move forward with the rest of the world in the profession and 
from all indications we are already moving! This is very good 
news indeed”, and I agree whole heartedly.  
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Appendix 2b: Report from Vice President for Asia 

Rapport du vice-président pour l'Asie 
 

 

Ikuo Towhata 

Professor Emeritus, University of Tokyo, Japan, towhata.ikuo.ikuo@gmail.com 

 

ABSTRACT: This is a report on situation in Asia from 2013 to 2017. 

RÉSUMÉ : Il s'agit d'un rapport sur la situation en Asie de 2013 à 2017. 

KEYWORDS: Asia, ISSMGE 

 

1  INTRODUCTION.  

The Asian Region of ISSMGE has 24 Member societies which 
are situated in geotechnical conditions that consist of many 
difficult but interesting issues. The Asian Member Societies 
represent the following nations and areas: Bangladesh, China, 
Chinese Taipei, Hong Kong, India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq, Japan, 
Kazakhstan, South Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Lebanon, Malaysia, 
Nepal, Pakistan, Singapore, Southeast Asia, Sri Lanka, Syria, 
Tajikistan, Thailand, Uzbekistan and Vietnam. Among them, 
Malaysia is the youngest, while the Lebanese Society is 
powerful enough to host the ISSMGE Board Meeting in March 
2017, although it is the second youngest. Many conferences and 
events have been organized by these Member Societies and new 
geotechnical issues to be challenged have been identified. 

The term of Ikuo Towhata as the Vice President for Asia 
will be completed in September 2017 and the new Vice 
President will be Prof. E.C. Shin of South Korea. 

2 ON ASIA 

There are 26 Member Societies as stated above. The activity 
reports from these individual societies are presented as 
Appendix in the ISSMGE Website. Similarly, reports from 7 
Asian Technical Committees that are quoted in Chapter 6 of this 
report are available as Appendix as well. 

Economic development has been high in the past decades in 
Asia. This situation has promoted construction projects in many 
countries in the region and, as a consequence, many technical 
developments have been made and lessons have been learnt. 
Certainly there are problems arising from this situation. Those 
points are now reported in many international conferences and 
other occasions.  

2.1  Overall scope 

I cannot emphasize too much the importance of “peace” for the 
development of engineering and community. Several Member 
Societies in Asia are suffering from very difficult situations 
where engineers cannot demonstrate their good capability to the 
community. Consequently, the international sanction to two 
countries in Asia is not yet finished actually and money transfer 
for payment of subscription fee to ISSMGE as well as 
conference registration fee is difficult. ISSMGE will have to 
seek for a good solution.  
It is desired that the Philippines, Myanmar, Sandi Arabia and 
the Persian Gulf Area should establish their own Member 
Societies. Although many people made efforts towards this goal, 
the result is not yet clear. It is felt difficult to demonstrate 
clearly the advantage obtained from having own Member 
Society. Business profit is out of the ISSMGE mission. 

Financial supports through ISSMGE Foundation is the reason 
that is the easiest to understand. 

2.2  After construction booming 

Although geotechnical engineering in Asia has made a 
significant development in the past 40 years or so, there are still 
problems to be solved. One of them is the consequence of 
recent rapid economic development and construction booming. 
The experience in the past suggests that the booming in several 
countries were followed by the period without financial care on 
maintenance of built infrastructures. After several decades, 
many infrastructures that were constructed at the same time 
came to deteriorate at the same time as well and posed 
significant financial problems. Furthermore, the quality control 
of construction is not easy during booming because of the 
shortage of experienced inspectors. Poor quality would cause 
the maintenance problem in near future. Geotechnical 
engineering is not free from this problem because tunnels, dams, 
levees and foundation piles are subject to such problems. 

2.3  Natural disasters 

Asian region is characterized by very harsh natural conditions. 
Not only earthquake actions but also volcanism, typhoon and 
heavy rain, very soft and thick subsoil and weak geology 
produce many problems in construction projects. It is desired 
not to follow the conventional soil mechanics and geotechnical 
engineering but to develop new paradigm. Landslide 
community, for example, is now interested in earthquake-
induced landslides. It is very difficult to predict earthquake-
induced landslides because earthquakes cannot be predicted. In 
addition, recent experiences in China and Pakistan suggest that 
mountain slopes become more vulnerable to instability because 
slopes are deteriorated by strong shaking. From a more tectonic 
viewpoint, the accumulated interactions between colliding 
plates disturb mountain slopes and heavy rainfalls afterwards 
easily trigger slope failures. Nepal is situated in such a 
geological condition after a big earthquake in 2015 and needs 
expert supports. However, it has been a pity that political 
conditions did not allow such supports.  
 

2.4  Low cost conferences (LCC) 

Low Cost Conference (LCC) has been one of my important 
points of concern. So far, three LCCs has been materialized; 
 November, 2014, Disaster mitigation seminar in 

Kathmandu, Nepal: US 250 $ 
 November, 2015, Asian Regional Conference, Fukuoka: 

50,000 Yen = US 407 $ (123 Yen = 1 US $ as per the end 
of May, 2015) 

 May 2016 – International mini symposium, Nagoya, Japan: 
30,000 Yen = about US 244 $ 
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2.5  Geographic balance 

Last but not least, the geographic balance of ISSMGE activities 
between the eastern and western parts of Asia needs further 
attention. Between east and west, there are certainly inequalities 
in number of ISSMGE conferences, technical committees, 
member of committee members, conference participants and 
many others. This problem is not finally solved yet. So far face-
to-face discussion reached an agreement that the western part 
should participate in more international geotechnical activities 
and that the eastern part should provide necessary supports. 

3 ASIAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 

The XVII Asian Regional Conference was held in Fukuoka, 
Japan, from November 9th to November 13th in 2015. The 
major issues on this conference are as what follows; 
(1) The conference theme was ‘Innovations and 

Sustainability’. 
(2) The number of participants was 929 from 34 countries. 
(3) There were 7 plenary and 86 parallel sessions including 

those organized by TCs and Asian TCs. 
(4) The invited lectures were delivered by Prof. Kok Kwang 

Phoon of Singapore on ‘Statistical Characterization of 
Geotechnical Information”, Prof. Gang Zheng of China on 
‘Ground Deformation Control due to Underground 
Construction in China’, Prof. S. Mohsen Haeri of Iran on 
‘Hydro-Mechanical Behavior of Collapsible Soils in 
Unsaturated Soil Mechanics Context’, Prof. Dong-Soo 
Kim of South Korea on ‘Evaluation of Seismic Loads on 
Structures Considering Soil-Foundation-Structure 
Interaction via Centrifuge’, Prof. Gautam N. Gandhi of 
India on ‘Hazardous Waste Management by Geosynthetic 
Lined Landfill’ and Prof. Masayuki Hyodo of Japan on 
‘Challenge for Methane Hydrate Production by 
Geotechnical Engineering’. Further, Prof. Jorge Gabriel 
Zornberg of USA delivered Mercer Lecture that was 
entitled ‘New Frontiers of Geosynthetics Application in 
Geotechnical Engineering’.  

(5) Engineering Session Day (ESD) was an event that aimed 
to make good communication with practitioners and 
researchers. In addition to discussion, the following 
lectures were delivered by experienced practitioners; 
Special Lecturer: 

 Dr. Hisakazu Ohishi (Japan): The History of the 
Country Formation in Japan that solves the Mystery of 
the Japanese 

Keynote Lecturers: 
 Dr. Za-Chieh Moh (Chinese Taipei): Challenges in 

Recent Underground Construction in Taiwan 
 Ms. Frances Badelow (Australia): Geotechnical 

Foundation Design for Some of the World's Tallest 
Buildings 

 Dr. Albert T. Yeung (Hong Kong): Construction Details 
of Hong Kong-Zhuhai-Macau Bridge 

 Mr. Seiki Takano (Japan): Design and Construction of 
New Runway at Haneda International Airport 

 Mr. Takashi Imaishi (Japan): A Wind Crossing the Sea 
Bottom -Construction of the Bosphorous Strait Crossing 
Rail Tunnel- 

 Mr. Kazuo Ide (Japan): Treatment of Disaster Waste 
Generated by the Great East Japan Earthquake -
Treatment of Disaster Waste by Member Corporations 
of the Japan Federation of Construction Contractors- 

 Dr. Mushtaq Ahmed Memon (United Nations 
Environment Programme): Disaster Waste: Resource 
Recovery and Utilization in Developing Countries -
Learning from Earthquake in Nepal- 

(6) Low Cost Conference (LCC) was considered important. 

One of the recent trends of international conferences are a 
wonderful hotel as the venue, fantastic equipment, 
marvelous banquet and supports provided to less wealthy 
people (not many). Consequently, every participant is 
happy. However, the registration fee can be US 800 – 
1200 $ which is not easy for everybody to pay. Because 
the conference quality is very good, there is nothing to be 
blamed in the recent trend. In Asia, participation of 
international events requires long and expensive air flights 
and, hence, there should be some good idea to help 
participants, which is LCC. The Fukuoka conference 
offered the early registration of approximately US 420 
$ and the full registration of 500 $. Furthermore, 
accommodation was available at 60 $/night with breakfast, 
air conditioning, internet etc. at 5 min. walk from the conf. 
venue. This low cost was made possible only with the 
enthusiastic contribution of many people as well as the 
financial supports by public and private sectors. They are 
sincerely appreciated by the organizing committee. 

(7) The conference proceedings was electronically published 
as No. 2 of the Japanese Geotechnical Society Special 
Publication. This is accessible free of charge from 
www.jstage.jst.go.jp/browse/jgssp. 

(8) By ballot voting, the next Vice President for Asia was 
elected. The new person is Prof. Eun Chul Shin of South 
Korea and he will serve ISSMGE from 2017 to 2021. 

(9) According to another ballot voting, the next venue of the 
Asian Regional Conference was decided to be Taipei and 
the conference will be hosted by the Chinese Taipei 
Society. 

 

 
Photo 1 Presidential address at Opening Ceremony by Prof. Roger 
Frank 

4 ASIAN YOUNG GEOTECHNACAL ENGINEERS 
CONFERENCE 

The 8th Asian Young Geotechnical Engineer Conference took 
place from 5th to 7th of August, 2016, in Astana of Kazakhstan 
with its main theme as ‘Challenges and Innovations in 
Geotechnics’. It attracted 100 engineers from 18 countries. To 
encourage young fellows, awards were given to good 
presentations.  

The invited lectures were Dr. Wolfgang Sondermann 
(Germany) on ‘The General Future Prospective and Capabilities 



Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

of Geotechnical Engineers’, Ikuo Towhata (Japan) on 
‘Reconnaissance in and Findings from the 2016 Kumamoto 
Earthquake in Japan’ and Prof. Eun Chul Shin (South Korea) on 
‘Application of Geosynthetics in Civil Engineers Projects’, Prof. 
Talal Awwad (Syria) ‘Problems of Syrian Historical 
Monuments, Destroyed by Military Action’, Professor Jong R. 
Kim (Kazakhstan) on 'On Interim Results of Sand Production 
Research in Weak Sandstone Formations in Kazakhstan’ and 
Professor Askar Zhussupbekov (Kazakhstan) on ‘Geotechnical 
and Construction Consideration of Pile Foundation on 
Problematic Soils’. 

Astana Manifesto was declared to stress the importance of 
the following issues; 
 Lecture Tour of State of the Art series and publish the 

lectures on geohazards and other necessary topics in 
geotechnical engineering through website. 

 Establishment of an international emergency task team to 
study natural geohazards including heavy rain fall, 
earthquake and climate changing issues. 

 Establishment of national member societies in developing 
countries to help them maintain their activities. 

 Interactions between not only practical and academic 
sectors within the society but also international 
organizations including UNESCO, ISO and UN.  

 Techniques to help protect our properties, structures and 
events from terrorism. 

 Smart future cities with clean water and air, eco-friendly 
sustainable development, hospitals, welfare facilities and 
easy accessing transportation systems. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photo 2 Group photo of participants of 8AYGEC at Nazarbayev 
University, Astana, Kazakhstan, 2016 (after Kazakhstan Geotechnical 
Society) 

5 OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN ASIA 
(ISSMGE EVENTS) 

Southeast Asian Geotechnical Society held its main conference 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, in 2016 June with a workshop for 
young people. I worked for this workshop as one of two 
lecturers. 

Asia has been very active in organizing many other 
conferences. Information on those conferences are found in 
Appendix. 

6 REGIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

Asian Member Societies have been hosting several technical 
committees. Those committees have been called AsRTC in the 
past but from now on are called AsRTC (Asian Research 
Technical Committee). The following is the outline of the 
current AsRTCs and their details are presented in Appendix 2. 
(1) AsRTC-1: Geotechnical Mitigation and Adaptation to 

Climate Change-induced Geo-disasters in Asia -Pacific 
Regions, Chair: Prof. BERGADO, Dennes T. (Formerly 

AIT, Thailand) and Prof. YASUHARA, Kazuya (Japan), 
Secretary Prof. HAZARIKA, Hemanta (Japan). 

(2) AsRTC-3: Geotechnology for natural hazards Chair: Prof. 
KAZAMA, Motoki (Japan), Secretary Prof. HAZARIKA, 
Hemanta (Japan). 

(3) AsRTC-6: Urban Geoengineering, Chair Prof. OU Chang-
Yu (Chinese Taipei), Secretary Bin-Chen Benson Hsiung 
(Chinese Taipei). 

(4) AsRTC-7: Thick Deltaic Deposits, Chair Prof. KIM, 
Jinman (South Korea), Secretary Prof. Ahn, Jaehun (South 
Korea). 

(5) AsRTC-8 on Groundwater Environment and Quality 
Management is going to stop because of no activity. 

(6) AsRTC-10: Urban geo-informatics, Chair: Dr. MIMURA, 
Mamoru (Japan), Secretary: Ms. KITADA, Naoko (Japan). 

(7) AsRTC-18: Mega Foundation, Chair Jeong, Sang-Seom 
Jeong (South Koera) 

(8) AsRTC-19: Geo-engineering for conservation of heritage 
monuments and historical sites Chair: Prof. IWASAKI, 
Yoshinori (Japan), Secretary: Prof. MIMURA, Mamoru 
(Japan).  

7 TRIPS ETC. AS ASIAN VP FROM 2013 TO 2017 

At the end of March 2015, I finished my professorship at 
University of Tokyo. While still teaching in a private Kanto 
Gakuin University, I started to spend more time on geotechnical 
societal works. 

I was the President of the Japanese Geotechnical Society 
from June 2014 to June 2016. Major achievements were taking 
care of over 9000 members, improvement of financial 
difficulties, making geotechnical engineering more respected by 
taking part in post-earthquake construction and in particular the 
long-term efforts for solving the Fukushima No.1 Power Plant’s 
nuclear disaster. 

I was what is called distinguished visiting professor at IIT 
(Indian Institute of Technology) Bombay from July to 
December, 2016. Also, I was a JICA Expert for 6 weeks from 
January to March, 2017, at IIT Hyderabad. Thus, I was able to 
work directly with Asian geotechnical colleagues in other 
countries. 

7.1  Attending international events and delivering lectures as 
Asian VP 

2013  
 Oct 16 – Japan-Korea Joint Workshop, Seoul, Korea 
 Nov 1–  Lecture at Tongji University, Shanghai, China 
 Dec 1–  Earthquake Engineering Workshop, Auckland, New 

Zealand 
 Dec 4 –  ISAFE Symposium, Singapore 
 Dec 22 – Indian Geotechnical Conference, Roorkee, India 
 
2014 
 March 19 –  ISSMGE Board Meeting, London, UK 
 March 25 –  Seminar, Indonesian Member Society (HATTI), 

Bandung, Indonesia 
            Technical visit at mud volcano, Surabaya. 
 Apr 24 – Round table meeting with Korean Geotechnical 

Society, Seoul, Korea 
         Future of geotechnical engineering; use of IT 

and CIM (Information technology),  
  Decreasing population, Decay of existing 

structures, Nuclear waste disposal 
 June 12 –  President of the Japanese Geotechnical Society 

(2 years) 
 Aug 25 –  IS Seoul (TC204), Korea. Preparation of 

ICSMGE 2017 has started. 
 Sept 12 –  ISSMGE Board Meeting, Goiania, Brazil 

 

mailto:benson.hsiung@gmail.com
mailto:kitada@geor.or.jp
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 Oct 13 – ISRM Council meeting, Sapporo 
 Oct 20 –  Soft Soil Conf, Bandung, Indonesia 
 Nov 11 – Indonesian National Conference, Jakarta, 

Indonesia 
 Nov 20 – Disaster mitigation seminar, Kathmandu, Nepal 

1) 
 Dec 18 – Indian Geotechnical Conference, Kakinada, 

India 
 
2015 

Jan 21 –  Chennai, India 
Jan 26 –  Workshop on mitigation of landslide disaster by 

monitoring and early warning, Chiang Rai, 
Thailand 2)  

Feb 23 –  ISSMGE Board meeting in Wellington, New 
Zealand 

Mar 3 –  Seminar and site visit, rainfall-induced slope 
failure in Cittagon, Bangladesh 

Aug 10 – Geotechnical Engineering Conference by 
Srilankan member society 

Sept 12 –  ISSMGE Board Meeting and ECSMGE, 
Edinburgh, UK 

Sep 23 –  Joint seminar by Japanese and Vietnamese 
member societies in Hanoi  

Sep 27 –  Landslide Conference, Bali, Indonesia 
Oct 13 –  Visit earthquake-hit regions in Nepal with 

emphasis on mountain slope instability 
Nov 2 –  Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering Conf., 

Christchurch, New Zealand 
Nov 9 –  Asian Regional Conference, Fukuoka, Japan 3)  
Nov 25 –   Indonesian National Conference, Jakarta 
Dec 3 –  Soft Ground Engineering Conference, 

Singapore 
Dec 17 –  Indian Geotechnical Conference, Pune 
1)  The registration fee was only US 250 $ / person with 
lunch. This event offered a one-day bus trip on landslide sites 
between Kathmandu and Pokhara which is a famous 
Himalayan sightseeing spot. Many foreigners were attracted 
to this event. As a consequence, the conference gave a good 
surplus fund to the Nepalese Society. The Society is able to 
pay the international membership fee until 2017. I believe this 
is one of the ways for small member societies to survive; joint 
venture of academic events and tourism. 
2)  This was a joint event with participants from 
Chinese Taipei, China, Thailand, Indonesia and Sri Lanka. 
Early warning on slope failure during heavy rain is a 
contribution to people’s safety: Geotechnical engineering for 
the people. 
3) Early bird registration fee was 50,000 Yen = US 424 $ (118 
Yen = 1 US $) 
 
2016 

Feb 13 –  Board meeting and ASCE Conf, Phoenix, USA 
Feb – March One-month stay in University of Auckland in 

New Zealand 
March –   Proceedings of the Asian Regional Conference 

in 2015 was published electronically under the 
name of JGS Publication No.2. Being supported 
by a governmental institute, publication cost is 
free and the conference cost was reduced. 

May 26 –  International Mini Symposium, Nagoya, Japan 4) 
4) Registration fee is 30,000 Yen (about US 250 $: Low Cost 

Conference) 
May 30 –  June 2  SEAGS-AGSSEA Conference and 

Southeast Asian Young Geotechnical Engineer 
Conference in Malaysia 

July 25 –  March (2017) Long stay in IIT Bombay and then 
IIT Hyderabad, India 

Aug 5 –  Asian Young Geotechnical Engineer Conference 

in Astana, Kazakhstan 
Participants from Kazakhstan, Japan, Korea, China, Chinese 

Taipei, Vietnam, Thailand, Singapore, India, 
Pakistan, Kirgizstan, Uzbekistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, Russia, Belarus, Germany and USA. I 
talked with Presidents/Secretary of member 
societies of Syria, Germany and Kirgizstan. 
Situation in Syria is still very bad and most 
capable people are staying outside the country. 
To encourage young people, best paper, best 
presentation and best poster awards were 
prepared. 

Aug 10 –  African Young Geotechnical Engineer 
Conference and ISSMGE Board Meeting in 
Kumasi, Ghana. 

Sept 23 –  Int. Geotech. Eng. Conf. Sustainability, Mumbai, 
India, that was organized by the Mumbai 
Chapter of the Indian Geotechnical Society and 
IIT Bombay. As a distinguished visiting 
professor of IIT Bombay, I played major roles 
and delivered one of the key-note lectures. 

Sept 26 –  Landslide Conference, Bandung, Indonesia 
Oct 12-14 –  Thai National Conference in Bangkok 

organized by the Thai Geotechnical Society. 
Nov 15 –  5th Int. Conf. Geotechnical Engineering and 

Soil Mechanics, Tehran. While delivering an 
invited lecture, I had an important talk with key 
persons of the Iranian Member Society together 
with our President Roger Frank and TOC 
Chairman Prof. Dellage. 

Nov 21-22 – Earthquake geotechnical engineering workshop 
in Auckland, New Zealand. 

Nov 24-25 – Geotec Hanoi, Vietnam, co-sponsored by the 
Vietnamese Member Society. 

Dec 8-10 –  Forensic Geotechnical Engineering Conference, 
Bangalore, India 

Dec 15-17 –  Indian Geotechnical Conference, Chennai, India 
 

Three conferences, 1), 3) and 4) were what are called Low Cost 
Conferences with very reasonable registration fees. 

 
2017 

Jan 23 －   Int. Conf. New Challenges in 
Geotechnical Engineering, Lahore, 
Pakistan. In addition to delivering a 
lecture, I visited the University of 
Engineering and Technology, Lahore, for 
an additional lecture for students. 

Jan 28–Mar 13－ Staying at IIT Hyderabad, India, as a JICA 
(Japanese Government’s overseas aiding 
agency) expert. I taught one course at IIT 
Hyderabad and also delivered lectures at 
local events in Hyderabad. During this 
period, I also visited Mysore, Bangalore 
(Indian Institute of Science), Pune (Pune 
Chapter of IGS), Karad, IIT Roorkee and 
IIT Varanasi to deliver lectures. In 
Roorkee, I attended the Executive 
Committee meeting of the Indian 
Geotechnical Society to report on the 
progress of the upcoming ICSMGE in 
Seoul. 

March 17-18 －  Workshop and Board Meeting in Beirut, 
Lebanon 

Sept 14-15 –  Southeast Asian Member society 
celebrated its 50-year anniversary. It was 
founded as an incubator of future national 
societies and has achieved a great success; 
member societies of Singapore, Malaysia, 
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Thailand, Hong Kong and Chinese Taipei 
were born from it. Philippine is yet to be 
born. 

Sept 16-17 -  ICSMGE and International YGEC in 
Seoul together with the Board and 
Council Meetings. 

8. UNSOLVED PROBLEMS 

 New Member Society: Malaysian Member Society joined 
ISSMGE most recently. In spite of efforts of many people, the 
Philippines, Myanmar, Saudi Arabia and Persian Gulf have 
not joined ISSMGE. 

 Peace is very important for the sound activities of ISSMGE. 
There are unfortunate situations in Asia.  

 In particular, international concern occurred on safety in the 
Korean Peninsula during ICSMGE in Seoul. After consulting 
people in Seoul and China, I sent messages to many people to 
say that what North Korea was doing was a bluff and the 
conference would be safely take place in september 2017. 

 Balance between east and west of Asia has not been achieved. 
Further efforts are needed so that the majority may take care 
of the minority. 

 The number of Corporate Associates drastically decreased in 
Asia after ICSMGE Paris in 2013. We need to make ISSMGE 
more attractive to practitioners and construction business 
people. 
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Appendix 2c : Report on Activities in Australasia 

Rapport sur les activités en Australasie 
 

 

Mark Jaksa 

School of Civil, Environmental and Mining Engineering, University of Adelaide, Australia, mark.jaksa@adelaide.edu.au 

 

ABSTRACT:  This report contains an overview of the state of the ISSMGE in Australasia and summarises the activities that have 

taken place in the region since the Council meeting that was held in Paris in September 2013.  The report also presents some general 

remarks on the state of the two member societies in the region and a view towards the future. 

 

 

1  MEMBER SOCIETIES AND MEMBERSHIP 

The Australasian region of the ISSMGE, which includes just 
two Member Societies, those of Australia and New Zealand, is 
the smallest ISSMGE region in terms of the number of Member 
Societies.  However, in terms of its membership, currently 
1,652, the region accounts for approximately 8% of the 
ISSMGE membership and, as such, Australasia is ranked 4th 
out of the 6 ISSMGE regions.  Australia and New Zealand are 
modestly populated counties and the current membership in the 
region represents 80 ISSMGE members per million inhabitants.  
This compares to an overall average of 3 ISSMGE members per 
million inhabitants for the Society as a whole.  These statistics 
reflect, not only the high level of engagement with the ISSMGE 
by engineers in the region but also the level of geotechnical 
engineering activity taking place in Australia and New Zealand.  

The AGS (www.australiangeomechanics.org) is a joint 
technical society of the Institution of Engineers, Australia and 
the Australasian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy and the 
number of members has been relatively stable over the last 4 
years, and this is in contrast to a general downturn in the 
infrastructure market in Australia during this period.  At the 
time of writing this report the total AGS membership was 
1,726, which is marginally down on the 1,743 members 
reported in 2013.  The breakdown in current membership 
consists of 1,412 full members, 22 retired, 228 student 
(undergraduate and postgraduate) and 55 corporate members.  
Of these, 979 (57%) are members of the ISSMGE. 

The NZGS (www.nzgs.org) is affiliated with the Institution 
of Professional Engineers NZ and, at the Paris ICSMGE, was 
recognised as the best ISSMGE member society, of which it is 
extremely proud.  At the time of writing this report, the NZGS 
has 1,110, members (up 13% on the 2013 membership of 982), 
of which 1,007 are full members, 85 are students and 673 (61%) 
are ISSMGE members. 

2  AUSTRALASIAN REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

The conference series that serves the ISSMGE region is the 
Australia New Zealand (ANZ) Conference on Geomechanics, 
which is held once every 4 years and involves a rotation cycle, 
over a 12-year period, where two are held in Australia and one 
in New Zealand.  During the period 2013–2017, one ANZ 
Conference was held, the 12th Australia New Zealand 
Conference on Geomechanics, which was held in Wellington 
during February 22–25 2015, and was hosted by the NZGS.  
More than 300 registrants participated in the event and the 
ISSMGE Board also met in Wellington during the conference 
and were updated on the activities of both societies by the then 
NZGS President, Gavin Alexander, and AGS Chair, Darren 
Paul.  The conference was led by Guy Cassidy and was very 

successful, both technically and socially.  The next in the 
series of ANZ Conferences is to be held in 2019 in Perth. 

3  AUSTRALASIAN SUB-REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

The NZGS holds a symposium once every two years.  From 
November 20–23, 2013 the 19th NZGS Symposium was 
convened in Queenstown with the theme “Hanging by a 
Thread: Lifelines, Infrastructure and Natural Disasters.”  
Approximately 300 delegates attended, with 100 presentations 
delivered by a mix of consultants, contractors and academics.  
No national NZ conference was held in 2015, due to the 12th 
ANZ Conference on Geomechanics, which was organised by the 
NZGS.  In Napier, from November 24–26, 2017, the NZGS 
will host the next in this series of conferences, with this one 
entitled “What on Earth is Going on? Balancing Risk, Reward, 
Regulation and Reality.”  Details are available at 
www.nzgs2017.co.nz. 

Unlike the NZGS, the AGS holds no national conferences.  
Instead, most of the AGS chapters hold an annual or biennial 
seminar on a wide variety of geotechnical engineering related 
themes.  Details of these are available from the AGS website. 

4  AUSTRALASIAN YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL  
   ENGINEERS CONFERENCE 

The NZGS and AGS also share responsibility for organising 
and hosting the biennial Young Geotechnical Professionals 
Conference series in the region.  The conferences are intended 
for young professionals, 35 years old or younger, with a 
maximum of 10 years experience.  The number of attendees is 
generally capped at around 50 delegates, so as to facilitate an 
intimate and nurturing conference experience.  Usually 3 or 4 
senior geotechnical engineers from industry and academia are 
actively involved in the conference and provide mentorship to 
the delegates.  From September 9–12, 2014, the AGS 
organised the 10th Young Geotechnical Professionals 
Conference in Noosa in Queensland and from October 25–28, 
2016 and the NZGS organised the 11th Young Geotechnical 
Professionals Conference in Queenstown, NZ.  Full 
proceedings from this latter event are freely available at the 
NZGS website.  The conferences are well attended, well 
organised and enjoyed by all delegates. 

 

5  OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN  
   AUSTRALASIAN (ISSMGE EVENTS) 

The 7th International Congress on Environmental Geotechnics 
was held in Melbourne, Victoria from November 10 to 14, 
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2014.  Prof. Malek Bouazza from Monash University and 
Chair of TC 215, led the Conference Organising Committee.  
More than 300 researchers and professionals from around the 
world attended the conference with the main themes being 
Containment & Management of Waste, Energy 
Geoenvironmental Technology, Containment & Management of 
Waste, Developments in Geosynthetics for Environmental 
Protection, Biogeotechnical Engineering and Soil, Ground 
Vapour and Groundwater Remediation and Redevelopment of 
Derelict Land. 

In November 2015, in collaboration with TC 203, the NZGS 
hosted the 6th International Conference on Earthquake 
Geotechnical Engineering (6ICEGE) in Christchurch.  A total 
of 526 delegates attended the conference, with more than 300 
from overseas.  The Conference Organising Committee was 
chaired by Prof. Misko Cubrinovski from the University of 
Canterbury and the complete conference proceedings are 
available from www.6icege.com. 

From September 5 to 9, 2016, the AGS, in conjunction with 
TC 102, hosted the 5th International Conference on In-situ 
Testing and Geophysical Characterisation in the Gold Coast, 
Queensland.  The theme of the conference was ‘In Pursuit of 
Best Practice’.  The Conference Organising Committee was 
led by Allan McConnell.  The conference attracted a little over 
350 delegates from 50 countries, with 24 technical sessions and 
185 paper presentations.  The proceedings of the event consist 
of two volumes with 18 theme reports and over 210 regular 
papers and are available free-of-charge from the ISSMGE’s 
website. 

The ARC Centre of Excellence for Geotechnical Science 
and Engineering (CGSE) organised an international 
Embankment Prediction Symposium focussing on embankments 
constructed on soft soil.  The symposium was held in 
Newcastle, NSW, from September 12 to 13, 2016, with the 
intention that it be an educational exercise rather than a 
competition.  The Symposium aimed to improve the accuracy 
and reliability of numerical predictions of the behaviour of 
embankments constructed on the soft estuarine clays along the 
East Coast of Australia.  A total of 28 “Class A” predictions 
were made, 12 by practitioners, and 16 from academia, with 
over 80 participants from around the world including Sweden, 
Norway, Austria, the UK, Canada, Singapore and Australia. 

The International Conference on Geo-Mechanics, Geo-
Energy and Geo-Resources (IC3G) (www.ic3g.com) was held 
at Monash University, Victoria, between September 28 and 29, 
2016.  The main theme of the conference was “Challenge the 
limits with knowledge – Advances in physical processes in 
subsurface earth materials to enhance deep Earth energy and 
mineral extractions and greenhouse mitigation”.  The 
Conference Organising Committee was chaired by Profs. 
Ranjith Pathegama and Jian Zhao.  The conference was well 
attended by delegates from overseas and Australia. 

6  TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

Both the AGS and NZGS have strong participation in the 
ISSMGE’s technical committees, with TC 215 on Geo-
Environmental Engineering being chaired by Prof. Makek 
Bouazza from Monash University in Victoria.  A list of all 
NZGS and AGS members participating in ISSMGE TCs is 
presented in Table 1. 

7  INTERACTION WITH MEMBER SOCIETIES 

The NZGS and AGS have a strong working relationship.  
They interact regularly, with the Chairs of both societies  

attending one another’s committee meetings at least once each 
year.  In addition, at the ANZ Conference on Geomechanics 
(held every 4 years), the executive members of both societies 
hold a joint meeting.  Moreover, the Vice Presidents of the 3 
sister societies (ISSMGE, IAEG and ISRM) regularly attend 
both societies’ committee meetings.  In addition, both societies 
collaborate on the development of joint codes of practice and 
guidelines, and the AGS and NZGS are in regular 
communication regarding visiting overseas speakers and 
visitors so that both societies can exploit opportunities for 
presentations in both countries.  An example of this is the 
Rankine Downunder series of presentations, where the Rankine 
Lecturer from the previous year is invited to tour both Australia 
and New Zealand in order to present their lecture to all chapters 
and regions of the AGS and NZGS. 

8  GENERAL REMARKS AND OUTLOOK 

The Australasian region is vibrant, active and its members are 
engaged with the profession and the ISSMGE. 

In collaboration with Engineers Australia, the AGS is 
currently developing a framework for professional registration 
of geotechnical engineers and engineering geologists that is 
informed by the UK’s Registration of Geotechnical 
Engineering Professionals (ROGEP) and the NZGS’s existing 
registration model.  This project is nearing completion and it is 
expected that the registration process will be finalised by the 
end of 2017. 

In the aftermath of the 2011 Christchurch Earthquake, the 
NZGS has been very active in developing a series of earthquake 
guidelines with modules on liquefaction, foundations, retaining 
walls, site investigation practice, ground improvement design, 
ground improvement specifications guidance, scoping 
geotechnical investigation programmes, rockfall design and 
post disaster geotechnical response.  Each of the guidelines 
publications is available on the NZGS’s website. 

The most important and exciting opportunity for the region 
in the next presidential term is Australia’s bid to host the 20th 
ICSMGE in Sydney.  Council members would be aware that 
since the first ICSMGE was held at Harvard University, USA, 
in 1936, the ISSMGE’s premier conference has never been held 
in Australasia.  In fact, previous conferences have been held in 
each of the 5 other regions, but never in Australasia.  This 
Council meeting presents the Australasian region with a unique 
opportunity to bid for the 2021 ICSMGE, which is proposed to 
be held in Sydney.  The AGS and NZGS are extremely excited 
with the prospect of being in a position to organise and host this 
important gathering.  As Vice President, and previous Chair of 
the AGS, I can assure members that, if the Australian bid is 
successful, the conference will be extremely well organised and 
the organising committee will make every effort to ensure that 
it will be memorable and a high watermark in the history of 
ICSMGEs.  I implore Member Society representatives to 
support the AGS bid to host the XX ICSMGE in Sydney in 
2021 and, if the bid is successful, to encourage their members to 
attend the conference.  It will be an event not to be missed. 

I am extremely grateful and humbled to have been given the 
opportunity to serve both the AGS and NZGS, as Vice 
President for Australasia and Treasurer on the ISSMGE Board 
over these last 4 years.  I have thoroughly enjoyed this 
experience and wish my successor, Gavin Alexander, from New 
Zealand, every success as he contains to serve, with honour and 
vigour, this highly active and successful region.  The AGS and 
NZGS recently signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
whereby both parties agreed that the VP role would formally 
alternate each 4-year term between societies from this point on. 
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Table 1. Technical Committee Representation (*: corresponding member) 

Technical Committee AGS Representatives NZGS Representatives 

TC101 – Laboratory Testing David Airey  

TC102 – In-Situ Testing 

Richard Kelly   

Barry Lehane   

Allan McConnell  

Adrian McCallum*  

TC103 – Numerical Methods 

Zhang Ting   

Mohamed Shahin   

Kristian Krabbenhoft*  

TC104 – Physical Modelling 
David White   

Christophe Gaudin   

TC105 – Geo-Mechanics from Micro to Macro J S Vinod  

TC106 – Unsaturated Soils 

Adrian Russell   

Nasser Khalili  

Daichao Sheng   

TC202 – Transportation  
Mohamed Shahin   

Buddhima Indraratna   

TC203 – Earthquake 

 Mick Pender 

 Misko Cubrinovski 

 Riley Gerbrandt* 

TC204 – Underground Construction 
Hugo Acosta-Martinez  

Diane Mather  

TC205 – Safety and Serviceability 
Nihal Vitharana  

Kristian Krabbenhoft  

TC206 – Interactive Design  Ayoub Riman 

TC207 – Soil-Structure Chris Haberfield  Akula Pavan 

TC209 – Offshore 
Mark Randolph   

Phil Watson   

TC210 – Dams Nihal Vitharana  

TC211 – Ground Improvement 
Buddhima Indraratna  Nidhal Al-Alusi 

Babak Hamidi   

TC212 – Deep Foundations 
Fiona Chow  Tim Sinclair 

Diane Mather  

TC213 – Scour and Erosion Robin Fell   

TC214 – Soft Soils Cholachat Rujikiatkamjorn  

TC215 – Geo-Environmental 
Malek Bouazza (Chair)  

Abbas El-Zein  

TC216 – Frost Adrian McCallum  

TC217 – Land Reclamation  Tony Fairclough 

TC218 – Reinforced Fill Structures Chris Lawson  

TC302 – Forensic 
Malek Bouazza  Akula Pavan 

David Starr  

TC303 – Floods Buddhima Indraratna   

TC304 – Risk 

Jinsong Huang   

Mark Jaksa   

Jianfeng Xue*  

TC306 – Geo Education 
David Airey   

Mark Jaksa   

TC307 – Sustainability 
Abbas El-Zein  

Mizanur Rahman  

TC308 – Energy Geotechnics 
Malek Bouazza   

Guillermo Narsilio  
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Appendix 2d : Council Report for Europe 

Rapport du Conseil pour l’Europe 
 

 

Antonio Gens 

Department of Civil and Env.. Eng., Universitat Politecnica de Catalunya, Barcelona, Spain, antonio.gens@upc.edu 

 

ABSTRACT: This report contains an overview of the state of the ISSMGE in Europe and a summary of the main activities in the 

region since the Council meeting held in Paris in September 2013. 

 

 
1  MEMBER SOCIETIES AND MEMBERSHIP 

There are 38 European Member Societies (out of a total of 92) 
involving 39 countries, as the Czech and Slovak Republics are 
joined in a single one. A new Member Society, Cyprus, has 
been added since the Edinburgh Council meeting. The Cyprus 
application was approved in the Board meeting held in Beirut 
on March 19th 2017. The total number of individual members 
of the European Member Societies is currently 8142, up from 
7998 members at the time of the Paris Council Meeting. They 
represent about 40% of the total ISSMGE membership. There 
have been some substantial reductions in the membership of 
Bulgaria, Finland and Greece and a significant increase of the 
membership of the Swedish Member Society. Only four 
sizeable European countries do not yet belong to the 
International Society: Armenia, Azerbaijan, Moldavia and 
Montenegro.  

2  EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

The prime event in Europe during this period was the XVI 

European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering held in Edinburgh from the 13th to the 17th 
September 2015. The Conference was organized by the British 
Geotechnical Association and it was a great success, thanks, in 
a very large part, to the hard work of an efficient and dedicated 
Conference Organising Committee (COC) chaired by Professor 
Mike Winter  

The overall topic of the Conference was Geotechnical 
Engineering for Infrastructure and Development covering a 
wide range of topics classified in 6 different themes:        
A: Infrastructures and Development, B: Slopes, Geohazards and 
Problematic Materials, C: Environment, Water and Energy,  
D: Investigation, Classification, Testing and Forensics,      
E: Parameter Selection and Modelling, and F: Developments in 
Education and Practice. The Conference was structured over 
four days and the technical programme included 3 Keynote 
Lectures, 6 Invited lectures, 6 Main Sessions and 35 Discussion 
Sessions. The three Keynote lecturers were António Gomes 
Correia, Kenichi Soga and Giulia Viggiani whereas the Invited 
lectures were delivered by Dietmar Adam, Pierre Delage, Mike 
Long, Joek Peuchen, Kyriazis Pitilakis and Helmut Schweiger. 
In addition, there were 37 Workshops and Meetings organized 
by various Technical Committees.  

In contrast to previous Conferences, no limits were set for 
the number of papers that could be submitted by each Member 
Society. Out of the 1,025 Abstracts initially proposed, 701 
papers (from 55 countries) were finally accepted for publication 
in the corresponding printed and digital Proceedings; 87 papers 
(12.4%) came from outside Europe. The seven volumes of the 
proceedings weigh almost 10 kg and, at 4,784 pages, they 
constitute the largest book that the Institution of Civil Engineers 

has ever published (under the same ISBN). As many as 374 
papers were presented orally and the remainder were offered 
poster presentations. The possibility of displaying electronic 
posters was an innovation widely appreciated. 

The attendance at the event included 992 delegates, 163 
exhibitors and 71 accompanying persons, a total of 1,226 
participants. It was the largest attendance to a European 
Conference on SMGE ever. All of the 74 Technical Exhibition 
stands were occupied and some applications had to be rejected. 

During the Conference, a meeting of the European 
Member Societies was held on September 15th. A number of 
issues of common interest were presented and discussed. A 
topic was held for special attention: the National Registration of 
Ground Engineering Professionals viewed from a European 
perspective. More information on this matter is given later in 
this report. In the meeting, the location of the subsequent 
European Conference was also decided. There were two very 
strong and well-prepared bids from the Belgian and the 
Icelandic Member Societies. After the vote of the Member 
Societies present, it was decided that the next European 
Conference would be held in Iceland.  

Consequently, the XVII European Conference on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering will take place in 
Reykjavik from the 1st to the 6th of September 2019. The 
venue will be the state-of-the art Harpa Conference Centre 
situated in the Reykjavik harbour, very close to the city centre. 
The theme of the Conference is Geotechnical Engineering, 
foundation of the future, a theme that should be able to 
accommodate a wide variety of topics encompassing most of 
geotechnical engineering. Preparations for the Conference are 
well under way. More information is provided in the website: 
http://www.ecsmge-2019.com/.  

3  EUROPEAN SUB-REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

In addition to the general European Conference, there are also a 
number of European Conferences involving sub-regional 
groups of Member Societies: The Danube-European 
Conference on Geotechnical Engineering, The Nordic 
Geotechnical Meeting and the Baltic Sea Geotechnical 
Conference. 

The 15th Danube-European Conference on Geotechnical 
Engineering was held at the Vienna University of Technology 
on 9-11 September 2014 organized by the Austrian Society of 
Engineers and Architects. The Organizing Committee was 
chaired by Professor Heinz Brandl and co-chaired by Professor 
Dietmar Adam. It was a Jubilee Conference celebrating its 50th 
Anniversary with the theme: Geotechnics of Roads and 
Railways (Geotechnik im Straßen- und Eisenbahnbau), that 
alluded to the theme of the first Conference. There were 427 
participants from 47 countries. During the meeting, it was 
decided that the next Conference will take place in Skopje in 
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June 2018. In addition, the Turkish Member Society was 
accepted as a new member of the Danube group. 

Professor Heinz Brandl has been a key figure in the 
organization and running of this series of Conference. He has 
recently stepped down as officer of the Austrian Member 
Society after 47 years of service (4 as Secretary and 43 as 
Chairman). The ISSMGE is very grateful for all his many 
efforts on behalf of the International Society over so many 
years. 

The 17th Nordic Geotechnical Meeting took place in 
Reykjavik (Iceland) on 25-28 May 2016. It was organized by 
the Iceland Member Society under the chairmanship of 
Haraldur Sigursteinsson. It was held in the Harpa Conference 
Centre, the same venue as for the forthcoming XVII European 
Conference, with the theme: Challenges in Northern 
Geotechnics.  There were a total of 314 participants from 22 
different countries; 273 delegates were from the Nordic 
Societies and 41 from other regions. 131 papers were presented, 
86 orally and 45 in poster sessions. Open access for all papers 
was provided in the website. 

The 13th Baltic Sea Geotechnical Conference was held in 
Vilnius on 15-17 of September 2016 with the theme Historical 
Experiences and Challenges of Geotechnical Problems in Baltic 
Sea Region. It was organized by the Lithuanian Geotechnical 
Society with Prof. Vytautas Kuliešius as chairman. There were 
97 delegates from 18 countries. The opening ceremony was 
held in the historical church of St. John’s. The meeting was 
structured in 6 different sessions each one containing a special 
invited lecture. The Finnish Geotechnical Society volunteered 
to organize the next 14th Baltic Sea Geotechnical Conference in 
Helsinki possibly in conjunction with the next Nordic 
Geotechnical Meeting (see above). 

I personally attended the 15th Danube-European Conference 
and the 17th Nordic Geotechnical Meeting whereas Professor 
Vlasta Szavits-Nossan represented the International Society in 
the 13th Baltic Sea Conference. 

3  EUROPEAN YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERS 
CONFERENCES 

One of the most significant highlights of the European 
meetings’ calendar is the European Young Geotechnical 
Engineers Conference (EYGEC). These meetings are deemed 
especially important because the younger generation represents 
the future of our profession and of our Society. The format of 
this Conference is especial in several ways. Firstly, most of the 
delegates are selected by the Member Societies (two per 
Society) among the most promising young geotechnical 
engineers. The delegates lodge together to favour interaction 
and networking. In addition to a full scientific programme, 
social activities and technical visits are included in the 
Conference schedule. The scientific programme combines 
presentations from all the young delegates with lectures 
delivered by senior figures of the profession. The papers are 
published in printed Proceedings. All three EYGEC 
Conferences organized in this period were a resounding 
success. The Conferences achieved the well-established goal of 
providing an effective forum for promising young geotechnical 
engineers to present their work, discuss their results, share 
experiences and, of course, make new friends and connections.   

The 23rd EYGEC was held at the Technical University of 
Catalonia in Barcelona on 3-5 September 2014 organized by the 
Spanish Member Society. The Organizing Committee, that 
included local delegates of previous EYGEC Conferences, was 
chaired by Marcos Arroyo and Antonio Gens. It was attended 
by 50 delegates nominated by 26 different countries. The 
president of ISSMGE, Roger Frank, participated in the meeting 
and Professors César Sagaseta (Spain) and Lidija Zdarvkovic 
(UK) delivered special lectures. The topics of the sessions were: 

Experimental studies and constitutive models, Dynamics 
problems, Pile foundations, Geo-environmental problems, 
Marine geotechnics, Soil improvement, Geo-hazards, and Soil-
structure interaction. The delegate from France, Audrey 
Huckert, was presented with the award to the best 
paper/presentation. 

The 24th EYGEC took place in Durham on 11th and 12th 
September, just prior to the Edinburgh Conference. It was 
organized by Prof. David Toll on behalf the British 
Geotechnical Association. 40 delegates, nominated by 25 
Member Societies, attended. There were 7 sessions dealing with 
soil behaviour, retaining walls, slope stability, tunnelling and 
foundations. Special arrangements were made for the young 
delegates to attend the XVI European Conference in Edinburgh 
afterwards. 

Sibiu (Romania) was the venue of the Jubilee 25th EYGEC 
organized by the Romanian Member Society under the 
chairmanship of Ernest Olinic. It was held on 21-24 June 2016. 
Appropriately, the theme of the Conference was: Proud to be 
Geotechnical Engineer. The Conference was attended by 49 
young delegates representing 24 Member Societies. Special 
lectures were delivered by Roger Frank, Ernest Olinic, Mario 
Manassero and Antonio Gens. Conference sponsors also 
delivered a number of invited lectures. The programme 
included sessions on: in-situ and laboratory testing, 
underground structures, retaining structures, numerical/physical 
modelling, slope stability and landslides, soil dynamics, and 
geosynthetics. Transfagarasan, a spectacular road crossing the 
Carpathian Mountains, was the destination of the technical visit. 

There will be no EYGEC in 2017 as there is, as customary, a 
world-wide Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference held in 
conjunction with the Seoul International Conference. The 26th 
EYGEC will take place in 2018 in Graz organized by the 
Austrian Member Society. The 2019 EYGEC has not been 
awarded yet and the Russian Society for Soil Mechanics, 
Geotechnics and Foundation Engineering has expressed their 
willingness to organize the 2020 EYGEC. 

4  OTHER INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES IN 
EUROPE 

In addition to the above, a large number of ISSMGE 
International Conferences have been held in Europe often 
organized or supported by Technical Committees and/or by 
Member Societies: 

- 1st International Conference on Geotechnics in 
Belarus. Minsk, Belarus. 23-25 October 2013 
(Belarus Member Society) 

- Workshop: Wave propagation and soil stiffness: 
Particle-Continuum Duality. Bristol, UK. 20-21 
March 2014 (TC-101, TC-105). 

- Conference on Soil-Structure interaction: Retaining 
structures. St. Petersburg, Russia. 16-18 June 2014 
(TC-207) 

- * 8th European Conference on Numerical Methods in 
Geotechnical Engineering. Delft, The Netherlands. 
17-20 June 2014. (ERTC-7).   

- 2nd International Conference on Information 
Technology on Geo-Engineering. Durham, UK. 21-22 
July 2014 (Joint Technical Committee JTC-2). 

- International Symposium on Geomechanics from 
Micro to Macro. Cambridge, UK. 1-3 September 
2014 (TC-105). 

- 10th International Conference on Geosynthetics 
(10ICG). Berlin, Germany. 21-25 September 2014. 
(German Geotechnical Society). 

- International Conference CIGOS-PARIS 2015 on 
Innovations in Construction. Cachan, France. 11-12 
May 2015.  
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- * International Symposium on Energy Geotechnics. 
Barcelona, Spain. 2-4 June 2015 (TC-308) 

- 3rd International Symposium on Frontiers in Offshore 
Geotechnics (ISFOG2015). 10-12 June 2015. Oslo, 
Norway (TC-209). 

- 3rd International Conference on the Flat Dilatometer 
DMT'15. 14-16 June 2015. Rome, Italy. (TC-102). 

- International Symposium on Geohazards and 
Geomechanics. 10-11 September 2015. Warwick, 
UK. (TC-105, TC-208, TC-302). 

- Workshop on Volcanic Rocks & Soils. Ischia, Italy. 
24 September 2015.  (Associazione Geotecnica 
Italiana) 

- 5th International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety 
and Risk. 13-16 October 2015, Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands (TC-205, TC-212, TC-302, TC-304) 

- * Geo-Environment and Construction European 
Conference. 26-28 November 2015. Tirana, Albania 
(Albanian Geotechnical Society). 

- 24th Geotechnical Conference of Torino. Design, 
Construction & Controls of Soil Improvement 
Systems. Torino, Italy. 25-26 February 2016. 
(Associazione Geotecnica Italiana) 

- Underground Construction Prague. Czech Republic. 
23-26 May 2016 (The Czech Tunnelling Association) 

- 3rd European Conference on Physical Modelling in 
Geotechnics (EUROFUGE2016). 1-3 June 2016. 
Nantes, France (TC-104) 

- * Fourth International Conference on New 
Developments in Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering. Near East University, Nicosia, North 
Cyprus. 2-4 June 2016 

- 12th International Symposium on Landslides. Napoli, 
Italy. 12-19 June 2016 (Joint Technical Committee 
JTC-1, Associazione Geotecnica Italiana) 

- 1st International Conference on Natural Hazards & 
Infrastructure: Protection, Design, Rehabilitation, 
ICONHIC 2016. Chania, Crete, Greece. 28-30 June 
2016. 

- * 1st International Conference on Energy Geotechnics 
ICEGT 2016. Kiel, Germany. 29-31 August 2016 
(TC-308). 

- 3rd ICTG International Conference on Transportation 
Geotechnics. Guimaraes, 4-7 September 2016 (TC-
202). 

- * 3rd European Conference on Unsaturated Soils, E-
UNSAT 2016. Paris, France. 12-14 September 2016 
(TC-106). 

- 8th International Conference on Scour and Erosion. 
Oxford, UK. 12-15 September 2016 (TC-213) 

- GEO-EXPO 2016 Scientific and Expert Conference. 
Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 7-8 October 
2016 (Bosnia and Herzegovina Geotechnical 
Society). 

- 9th All-Ukrainian Scientific - Technical Conference 
on “Geotechnical innovations and implementation of 
Eurocodes in Ukraine”. Dnipropetrovsk, Ukraine. 11-
12 October 2016 (Ukrainian Society of SMFE). 

- *Advances in Laboratory Testing and Modelling of 
Soils and Shales. Villars-sur-Ollon, Switzerland. 18-
20 January 2017 (TC-101, TC-106, TC-308). 

- Transportation Geotechnics and Geoecology. St. 
Petersburg, Russia. 17-19 May 2017 (TC-202). 

- First JTC-1 workshop on Advances in landslide 
understanding. Barcelona, Spain. 24-26 May 2017. 
(Joint Technical Committee JTC-1). 

- All-Russian Conference with International 
Participation on Deep foundations and geotechnical 
problem. Perm, Russia, 29-31 May 2017 (Russian 

Society for Soil Mechanics, Geotechnics and 
Foundation Engineering). 

- BCRRA 2017 – 10th International Conference on the 
bearing capacity of roads, railways and airfields. 
Athens, Greece. 28-30 June 2017 (TC-202). 

- 2nd International Symposium on Coupled Phenomena 
in Environmental Geotechnics (CPEG2). Leeds, UK. 
6-8 September 2017 (TC-215). 

The conferences with an asterisk have been attended by the 

Vice-President Europe 

5  TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

Eleven (out of 33) ISSMGE Technical Committees (TCs) are 
currently under the care of European Member Societies: 

- TC-102: In-situ testing. Portugal, Chair: António 
Viana de Fonseca 

- TC-104: Physical Modelling. UK, Chair: Andrew 
McNamara 

- TC-106: Unsaturated soils. UK, Chair: David Toll 
- TC 201: Dykes and Levees. The Netherlands. Cor 

Zwanenburg 
- TC 204: Underground Construction. The Netherlands, 

Chair: Adam Bezuijen. 
- TC 205: Safety and Serviceability. UK, Chair: Brian 

Simpson. 
- TC 207: Soil-structure interaction. Russia, Chair: M. 

Lisyuk 
- TC 211: Ground improvement. Belgium, Chair: Noël 

Huybrechts 
- TC 212: Deep foundations. Italy, Chair: Alessandro 

Mandolini. 
- TC 213: Scour and Erosion. UK, Chair: Richard 

Whitehouse. 
- TC 301: Historic sites. Italy, Chair: Renato 

Lancellotta 
Those TCs have undertaken a significant number of 

activities that are reviewed in the report of the Technical 

Oversight Committee (TOC).  

In addition, there are a number of European Regional 

Technical Committees (ERTCs) the activities of which are 

summarised here (Reports from some of the ERTCs are also 

presented in the Appendix). The rationale for the creation of 

ERTCs generally lies on the need to address specific European 

technical matters or on the lack of a corresponding ISSMGE 

Technical Committee. When those conditions cease to exist, the 

ERTC may be disbanded and its work subsumed in the 

equivalent ISSMGE Technical Committee. An example is 

ERTC-16 on Education and Training. This ERTC was 

discontinued during this period because of a general consensus 

that its activities were better pursued within the TC-306 on 

Geo-engineering education. A dedicated area has been made 

available in the ISSMGE website to post information on the 

Regional Technical Committees: 

(http://issmge.org/committees/regional-technical-committees) 

Currently there are four operating ERTCs:  

-  ERTC-3: Piles. Chair: Maurice Bottiau (Belgium), 

This is a very active Committee with a steadily expanding 

membership. The Committee has held a number of online and 

face-to-face meetings. The Committee, together with the 

Belgian Member Society, organized a very successful 

International Symposium in Louvain (Leuven), Belgium, on 28-

29 April 2016. The conference was devoted to the theme: Pile 

design in Europe - How did EC7 changed daily practice? and 

attracted 170 participants. The Symposium included 7 General 

Reports, 7 Keynote Lectures and 3 Special lectures. In addition, 

17 National reports, coordinated by the national ERTC-3 
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representatives were also presented. All this information has 

been published in the corresponding Symposium Proceedings. 

-  ERTC-7: Numerical Methods. Chair: César Sagaseta 

(Spain) 

The Committee has continued the series of very productive 

and successful European Conferences on Numerical Methods in 

Geotechnical Engineering (NUMGE) by organizing the 8th 

edition in Delft (The Netherlands) on 17-20 June 2014. It has 

been decided that the next NUMGE Conference will take place 

in Porto (Portugal) in June 2018. The Committee also organized 

a workshop on Numerical Analysis in connection with the 

Edinburgh European Conference. After many years of service 

Professor Sagaseta is stepping down as chairman of the ERTC. 

Professor Helmut Schweiger has been appointed to be his 

successor to the chair. 

-  ERTC-10 Evaluation of Eurocode 7. Chair: Trevor Orr 

(Ireland). 

A joint workshop between ERTC-10: Evaluation of 

Eurocode 7 and the ISSMGE Technical Committees TC205: 

Safety and serviceability in geotechnical design and TC304: 

Engineering Practice of Risk Assessment and Management and 

ISO19900 – General requirements for offshore structures, was 

held on Sunday 13 September 2015 just before the European 

Conference in Edinburgh. It was attended by 30 delegates and it 

consisted of three sessions devoted to the following topics: i) 

Ground anchors and foundations, ii) Design dominated by water 

pressure, iii) Characteristic values (with ISO 19900). 

Each year, at the CEN TC250/SC7: Eurocode 7 annual 

meeting, Trevor Orr as chair of ERTC-10 makes a report on its 

activities to the SC7 members. In this way an important link 

and means of communication is established between the 

ISSMGE and CEN.  He presented his report on ERTC-10 at 

the SC7 meeting in Oslo on May 23, 2017. 

-  ERTC-12: Evaluation of Eurocode 8. Chair: Christos 

Vrettos 

The main purpose for ERTC-12 is to provide general, as 

well as, specific comments on the EC8 code from the point of 

view of earthquake geotechnical engineering practice, and in 

the light of the latest research. Following the untimely death of 

its previous chairman, Professor Michele Maugeri, a new 

chairman, Professor Christos Vrettos, has been appointed. He 

has re-assembled the committee, re-formulated the Terms of 

Reference and is starting a new phase of activities. The 

chairman communicated to the chairman of CEN/TC250/SC8 

the outcomes of the ERTC‐ 12 Workshops that will be 

considered by the Project Teams in the draft of the new code 

provisions. It was agreed, that the TC should provide comments 

on available drafts of EC8 during this current phase of the 

Eurocode 8 evolution.  

6  INTERACTION WITH MEMBER SOCIETIES 

Most Member Societies organize National meetings (often with 
international participants) too numerous to be listed here. I have 
attended the following: 

- 14th  Šuklje memorial day. 11 October 2013, 
Ljubljana. Slovenian Geotechnical Society. 

- XXth Széchy Károly memorial session, 14 February 
2014, Budapest, Hungary. Hungarian Geotechnical 
Society. 

- 14th National Congress of Geotechnics. 7-9 April 
2014, Covilha, Portugal. Portuguese Geotechnical 
Society.  
 4th Workshop Portuguese-Spanish on 

Geotechnics (7 April 2014). 
- Hellenic National Society meeting. 5–7 November 

2014, Athens, Greece. Hellenic Geotechnical Society. 

- 10th National Symposium. 19-21 October 2016. La 
Coruña, Spain. Sociedad Española de Mecánica de 
Suelos e Ingeniería Geotécnica. 
 5th Workshop Portuguese-Spanish on 

Geotechnics (19 October 2016). 
I have taken advantage of those National Meetings and the 

International Conferences that I have attended to interact with 

officers and members of most European Member Societies. The 

following items have often been raised for discussion: 

membership, links with neighbouring and other countries, 

participations in International Conferences and Technical 

Committees, Eurocode, the indexing of ISSMGE-supported 

conferences, how to raise the profile and visibility of our 

profession, the national registration of geotechnical 

professionals and the relationship with other Sister International 

Societies. 

I have also noted the increasing number of named lectures 

organized by the member societies. This is an excellent way to 

recognize the merits of outstanding individuals and, at the same 

time, to pay tribute to towering past figures of our discipline. 

Some of the lectures have a long tradition but several others 

have been added in recent times: 
- Austria: Terzaghi Lecture 
- Croatia: Nonveiller Lecture 
- Czech and Slovak Society: Prague Geotechnical 

Lecture. 
- France: Coulomb Lecture.  
- Hungary: Széchy Memorial Lecture 
- Ireland: Hanrahan Lecture. 
- Italy: Arrigo Croce Lecture 
- Norway: Bjerrum Lecture 
- Portugal: Manuel Rocha Lecture, Victor de Mello 

Lecture (together with Brazilian Society) 
- Slovenia: Šuklje Lecture 
- Spain: Jiménez Salas Lecture 
- UK: Rankine Lecture, BGA Touring lecture 
Another significant feature of European Geotechnics is 

that several Member Societies publish refereed Technical 

Journals in order to enhance the diffusion of geotechnical 

research and practice. Here are some examples: 

- Albania: Geotechnics 
- Bosnia & Herzegovina: Geotehnika 
- Czech and Slovak Society: Geotechnika. 
- France: Revue Française de Géotechnique 
- Germany: Geotechnik 
- Italy: Rivista Italiana di Geotecnica 
- Portugal: Geotecnia (with the Brazilian and Spanish 

Member Societies) and Soils and Rocks (with the 
Brazilian Member Society) 

- Romania: Romanian Journal of Soil Mechanics and 
Foundations 

- Slovenia: Acta Geotechnica Slovenica  
- Spain: Boletín de la Sociedad Española de Mecánica 

del Suelo e Ingeniería Geotécnica. 

7  NATIONAL REGISTRATION OF GROUND 
ENGINEERING PROFESSIONALS 

The issue of registration of ground engineering professionals is 

an important one as it affects the status and future of our 

geotechnical profession. At the suggestion of Fintan Buggy, 

then the Chairman of the Ireland Member Society and currently 

its Secretary, the issue of a National Registration of Ground 

Engineering Professionals was initially discussed in the meeting 

of the European Member Societies held in Edinburgh on 

September 15 2015.  

As there are different views both between and within 

countries concerning this matter, it was considered desirable to 
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undertake a debate from a European perspective although some 

non-European countries have also expressed an interest. In this 

respect, it was thought that the International Society provided a 

good forum to establish such a debate. Fintan Buggy kindly 

agreed to steer and coordinate the activities undertaken in this 

regard. The ISSMGE is very grateful for all the work and 

efforts he has devoted to this issue. 

Subsequent to the Edinburgh discussion, a two-day 

workshop was held on 25-26 April 2016 in Leuven (Belgium). 

A number of documents that resulted from that meeting have 

been circulated to all Member Societies inviting comments and 

suggestions. An additional meeting was held in Oslo on May 22 

coinciding with the plenary SC7- CEN/TC250 meeting. An 

objective of those activities is to try to set up an Agreed 

Common Platform for its possible inclusion in the Eurocode as 

an Informative Annex. 

In order to allay concerns, Fintan Buggy has especially 

asked me to draw your attention to the following: 

 “I would like to stress that what is being proposed is an 

informative annex to EC7 which would recognise that, in only 

those countries wishing to adopt the Annex, those registered 

professionals would be deemed to be "appropriately qualified 

and experienced personnel" within the current definition of 

EN1997 para 1.3 (2). Any country that does not wish to use this 

common platform as a means to define the term in EN1997 is 

free to opt out of the annex and adopt its own national or legal 

definition or indeed adopt nothing at all and rely solely upon the 

current vague language in the Eurocode text. 

I trust that it is clear to all Member Societies that those 

countries who are voluntarily participating in a common 

platform approach are not attempting to force any Member 

Society to adopt something against their wishes. We are only 

attempting to solicit an agreement amongst those societies / 

countries who do wish to participate.” 

8  GENERAL REMARKS AND OUTLOOK 

From the European perspective, there is a healthy membership 

outlook in terms of both countries and individuals. As pointed 

out above, very few European counties do not belong to the 

ISSMGE. The number of Corporate Associates is, however, still 

disappointing taking into consideration the low membership fee. 

As I stated in my Foreword of the Proceedings of the XVI 

European Conference: “The papers in these Proceedings and the 

presentations to the Conference are positive proof, if proof were 

needed, of the strength and vitality of Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering throughout Europe. In spite of the 

diversity of approaches and procedures, there is a clear focus on 

the need to face, rigorously and effectively, the current and 

future challenges in which geotechnical engineering plays a key 

role. The information gathered in these Proceedings is prime 

evidence that the motivation exists and that the tools required 

are either available or under vigorous development”. 

This vitality of European Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering is fully confirmed by the extensive list of activities 

undertaken by the individual Member Societies (on their own or 

in cooperation with other Societies) and by the Technical 

Committees, both International and Regional. In this respect, I 

would like to stress the importance of the role that European 

Regional Technical Committees play in addressing a number of 

key subjects with a more focused European perspective. It is 

also noteworthy that the ensemble of activities, while remaining 

very strong in our set of core subjects, it is also branching out 

into other areas where the concepts and tools of geotechnical 

engineering may be of undoubted benefit and applicability. 

This optimistic outlook should not hide, however, the fact 

that the potential and resources of the Member Societies are 

very uneven when considering different parts of Europe. In this 

regard, it is very necessary to acknowledge, and make provision 

for, the difficulties that some member Societies face in 

achieving their aims and in playing a full role in the ISSMGE. 

There are also general problems that are not specifically 

European and probably demand a global response from the 

International Society: the gap between academia and practice 

(where the Technical Committees of all types have a key task to 

perform), the need to raise the public profile and general 

perception of geotechnical engineering and geotechnical 

engineers, and the importance of attracting and engaging 

younger professionals in our field. Quite a large number of 

initiatives are already in place addressing those issues but it is 

likely that a constant and permanent effort with always be 

required at all levels of our International Society. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to welcome 

my successor as Vice-president for Europe, Mario Manassero 

from Italy. I could not have asked for a better replacement and I 

can already anticipate that he will perform a great task in this 

role. I am sure that he will enjoy the support and 

encouragement from the entire European geotechnical 

community that I have personally felt throughout my period of 

office. For this support and encouragement, I am forever 

grateful. 
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Item 2e: Council Report for North America 

Rapport du Conseil pour l'Amérique du Nord 
 

Paul Mayne 

Civil & Environmental Engineering, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, GA USA, paul.mayne@ce.gatech.edu 

 

ABSTRACT: A summary of activities of the geotechnical engineering community in North America are reviewed, specifically those 

in Mexico, Canada, and the United States of America.   

RÉSUMÉ:. Les résumés ne doivent pas dépasser 10 lignes. Il n’est pas demandé de transfert de copyright mais seulement une 

autorisation de publication. Un résumé des activités de la communauté d'ingénierie géotechnique en Amérique du Nord est examiné, 

en particulier ceux au Mexique, au Canada et aux États-Unis d'Amérique. 

KEYWORDS: Canada, Mexico, North America, United States of America 

1  INTRODUCTION.  

The international geotechnical activities in North America are 
primarily organized by three main professional groups, 
including the Mexican Geotechnical Society (SMIG), Canadian 
Geotechnical Society (CGS), and the Geo-Institute (G-I) of the 
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE). A number of 
other prominent organizations also host and sponsor technical 
and professional activites, including the Deep Foundations 
Institute (DFI), Association of Drilled Shaft Contractors 
(ADSC), Pile Drivers Contractors Association (PDCA), and 
Geosynthetics Institute (GSI).    

A brief summary of the activities held by the SMIG, CGS, 
and G-I are discussed in the next section.  

2   MEMBER SOCIETIES 

2.1  Mexican Society of Geotechnical Engineering (SMIG) 

Activities on geotechnical engineering are held every two years 
by the Mexican Society of Geotechnical Engineering and are 
posted at: www.smig.org.mx.  Over the past term (2013-2017) 
since the ICSMGE Paris conference, the national conferences 
have included:   

 Mexican Society for Geotechnical Engineering:  National 

Meeting on Geotechnical Engineering "The new generation 

of geotechnical engineers" held on 19-21 November 2014 

in Puerto Vallarta, Jalisco, Mexico:    

www.smig.org.mx/archivos/pdf/bulletin_1.pdf 

 The XXVIII Reunión Nacional de Mécanica de Suelo e 

Ingeniería Geotécnica [Mérida, Yucatán] was held in 

November 2016 

An upcoming important event is the next Pan American 

Conference on Soil Mechanics & Geotechnical Engineering 

(PCSMGE) since this is a special regional conference that is 

alternately shared between North America and South America. 

The special "Casagrande Lecture" is given at this event. 

 XVI Pan Am Conf. on Soil Mechanics & Geotechnical 
Engineering (November 2019) will be in Cancun, Mexico 

The SMIG has three important lectures that are given at these 

national events, including: 

 The Nabor Carrillo Lecture 

 The Leonardo Zeevaert Lecture 

 The Raúl J. Marsal Lecture 

2.2  Canadian Geotechnical Society (CGS) 

National activities on geotechnical engineering are held every 

year by Canadian Geotechnical Society. The national CGS 

conferences alternate between the eastern and western sides of 

the country, with details found at: www.cgs.ca. Over the past 

term from 2013-2016, the events have included: 

 GeoMontreal 2013 "GeoScience for Sustainability": and 

also the 66th Canadian Geotechnical Conference and 11th 

Joint CGS/IAH-CNC Groundwater Conference (28 Sept - 

01 Oct) was held at the Hilton Montreal Bonaventure Hotel:   

http://www.geomontreal2013.ca 

 GeoRegina 2014, The Canadian Geotechnical Society 

(CGS) held the 67th Canadian Geotechnical Conference (28 

Sept - 01 Oct).  http://www.georegina2014.ca/ 

 GeoQuebec 2015 in Canada (20-23 Sept 2015) was the 68th 

Canadian Geot. Conference and 7th Canadian Permafrost 

Conference: http://www.geoquebec2015.ca/en/    

 GeoVancouver 2016:  "History and Innovation" (02-05 

November 2016) served as the 69th Annual Canadian 

Geotechnical Conference at the Westin Bayshore Hotel:  

www.geovancouver2016.com 

Upcoming national events of the CGS in the next two years 

include: 

 GeoOttawa 2017: 70 Years of Geotechnics & GeoSciences. 

was held at the Shaw Centre in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

from 01-04 October 2017. http://www.geoottawa2017.ca 

 GeoEdmonton 2018 comprises the 71st annual Canadian 

Geotechnical Conference that will be held in Edmonton, 

Alberta in September 23-26, 2018. The conference website 

will launch in October 2017.  

 

2.3  ASCE GeoInstitute 

 

The ASCE Geo-Institute (www.geoinstitute.org) holds a 

national congress once a year, plus on occasion, additional 

specialty conferences may be held. Since the Paris conference, 

the G-I congresses have included: 

 

 ASCE GeoCongress 2013 - "Performance and Stability of 

Slopes III" held 3-7 March 2013 in San Diego, California:  

http://content.asce.org/conferences/geo-congress2013/ 

http://www.smig.org.mx/archivos/pdf/bulletin_1.pdf
http://www.georegina2014.ca/
http://www.georegina2014.ca/
http://www.geoquebec2015.ca/en/
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 GeoCongress 2014: "GeoCharacterization and Modeling for 

Sustainability" Atlanta, Georgia:   23-26 Feb 2014 at the 

Westin Peachtree Plaza Hotel, by the ASCE Geo-Institute:   

http://content.asce.org/conferences/geo-congress2014/ 

 The joint partnership ASCE-ADSC-DFI-PDCA conference:   

International Foundations Conference & Equipment Expo 

(IFCEE) was successfully held at the Marriott Resort in San 

Antonio, Texas (17 - 21 March 2015.  [ASCE Geo-

Institute (G-I); Association of Drilled Shaft Contractors 

(ADSC), Deep Foundations Institute (DFI), and Pile Driver 

Contractors Association (PDCA)] with some 2700 

participants:  http://www.ifcee2015.com/ 

 Joint ASCE joint Geo-Institute - Structures Institute 

Conference was held in Phoenix, Arizona (14-17 Feb 

2016): http://geo-structures.org/ This event also sponsored 

one of the bi-annual meetings of the ISSMGE Board that 

was held on 13 Feb 2017. 

In addition, specialty G-I conferences were organized in the 

past two years, including: 

 

 GeoChicago 2016: "Sustainability, Energy, and the 

Environment" concerned environmental geotechnics (14-18 

Aug 2016):  www.geoenvironmentconference.org 

 GeoRisk 2017: Geotechnical Risk from Theory to Practice, 

held at the Grand Hyatt in Denver, Colorado (04-07 June 

2017).  http://www.georiskconference.org/ 

 

3  TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

 

As of this time, the North American Regional Group of 

ISSMGE hosts several technical committees (TC) and their 

associated chairs:  

TC202 - Transportation Geotechnics: E. Tutumluer 

TC 203 - Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering: R. Boulanger 

TC 208 - Slope Stability: A. Take  

TC 209 - Offshore Geotechnics: P. JeanJean  

TC 214 - Soft Soils: W. Paniagua  

TC 218 - Reinforced Structures: J. Sankey 

TC 307 - Sustainability: D. Basu 

TC 308 - Energy Geotechnics: M. Sanchez 

 In addition, the Young Member Presidential Group (YMPG) 

chaired by Jennifer Nicks has been hosted by the NARG.  

 

4  INTERACTION WITH OTHER SOCIETIES 

 

There are interactions between ISSMGE events and various 

sections of ASCE G-I, Deep Foundations Institute (DFI), and 

other professional organizations. Some of these subregional 

activities included: 

 

 3rd International Conference on Performance-based Design 

in Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering (PBD-III) to be in 

Vancouver, BC, Canada, from July 16-19, 2017. The PBD-III 

Conference was organized under the auspices of the ISSMGE 

TC203 on Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering. 

 

 SMIG-DFI Deep Foundations International Conference 

held on 11-12 November 2015 in Mexico City by the Mexican 

Geotechnical Society, Deep Foundations Institute, and ISSMGE 

TC 214 on Soft Soils.  

 

 

  

5  PROGRESS AND OUTLOOK 

 

There could be considerably more cooperation and shared 

activities, including workshops, symposia, and conferences 

between the ISSMGE and various North American professional 

organizations. In the opinion of the author, one hindrance to the 

image and prominence of ISSMGE in North American is that 

the majority of regional conferences are held every four years in 

most by ECSMGE, African Regional Conf. SMGE, Asian 

Regional Conf. SMGE, and ANZ-Geomechanics Conf.), while 

in North America, we alternate the event as a shared activity 

with South America, which is called the Pan American Conf. on 

Soil Mechanics & Geotechnical Engineering (PCSMGE). 

Furthermore, since this event is co-shared in North America 

between Canada, Mexico, and the USA, each of the three 

countries only sees the PCSMGE every 24 years. Thus, new 

young geotechnical engineers are not so familiar or appreciative 

of momentous occasion of the event, as it is not perhaps 

frequent enough. At the recent meeting of the International 

Activities Council (IAC) of the US National Society (part of the 

ASCE G-I), it has been suggested one remedy may be to 

consider offering separate North and South American regional 

conferences every four years, similar to those in Europe, Asia, 

Africa, and Australasia. 

 Another issue of concern is that the one vote per member 

country, similar to the council in the United Nations, but 

without superpower status. Specifically, the ISSMGE 

participating membership of North America (3 countries) is 

quite comparable in magnitude to that of Europe, however 

whereas the European regional society has some 35 votes, the 

North American region musters only 3 votes. Some discussion 

has begun at ISSMGE Board meetings towards seeking a more 

favorable voting arrangement in the council meetings and 

activities. One option might entail a weighted voting with one 

vote per country plus an additional vote for every 500 members 

of that country.  

 As we complete this term, we certainly wish the incoming 

VP for North America, Prof. Tim Newson of the Univ. of 

Western Ontario, all the best in the four years ahead.  

http://content.asce.org/conferences/geo-congress2014/
http://www.ifcee2015.com/
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Appendix 2f: Council Report for South America 
 

Jarbas Milititsky 

Milititsky Consultants, milititsky@milititsky.com.br 

 

ABSTRACT: A summary of activities reported from the National geotechnical societies in South America are reviewed. The 

problems, conditions and challenges facing the National Societies are described, with suggestions to tackle the problems, based on the 

experience with very active societies and similar organizations.  

 

KEYWORDS:  

1  INTRODUCTION.  

The international geotechnical activities in South America 
organized by Argentinian, Brazilian, Chilean, Costa Rican and 
Paraguayan Societies are presented.    

 

2   LIST OF NATIONAL SOCIETIES 

The national Societies of the region are listed, with a 
comparison of members per 100.000 population.  

 
Member 
Society 

Members Population 
Members 

/100.000 hab. 

Argentina* 106 43.416.750  0,244 

Bolivia 25 10.724.700  0,233 

Brazil* 889 
207.847.53

0  
0,428 

Chile* 66 17.948.140  0,368 

Colombia 26 48.228.700  0,054 

Costa Rica*  31 4.807.850  0,645 

Cuba 30 11.389.560  0,263 

Dominican 
Republic 

32 10.528.390  0,304 

Ecuador 44 16.144.360  0,273 

El Salvador 30 6.126.580  0,490 

Guatemala 32 16.342.900  0,196 

Paraguay* 30 6.639.120  0,452 

Peru 30 31.376.670  0,096 

Venezuela 32 31.108.080  0,103 

Total 1403     

        
*Reports enclosed 
      

3   MAIN ACTIVITIES 

3.1  Argentinian Geotechnical Engineering Society (SAIG) 

 XV 15th Pan-American Congress of Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering. 2015 - Buenos Aires - 

Argentina. 15-18 November.    

 VIII 8th South American Congress of Rock Mechanics. 

2015 - Buenos Aires - Argentina. 15-18 November. 

 VI Six International Symposium on Deformation 

Characteristics of Geomaterials. 2015 - Buenos Aires - 

Argentina. 15-18 November. 

 XXII CAMSIG Argentine Congress of Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering. Argentinean Congress of Soil 

Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. 2015 - Buenos 

Aires - Argentina. 15-18 November. 

 XXIII CAMSIG Argentine Congress of Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering. Santa Fe, Argentina. On 

November 9, 10 and 11, 2016 at the Auditorium of the 

National University of Litoral. 

 
3.2  Brazilian Society of Soil Mechanics (ABMS) 
 
 List of regular events (every 2 years) 
 

 Brazilian Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering; 

 Brazilian Conference on Slope Stability; 

 Brazilian Conference on Unsaturated Soils; 

 Brazilian Congress on Tunnels and Underground Structures 

 Brazilian Conference on Environmental Geotechnics; 

 Brazilian Conference on Geosynthetics; 

 Brazilian Symposium on Rock Mechanics; 

 Brazilian Young Geotechnical Engineers Symposium; 

 Brazilian Symposium on Computer Applications for 

Geotechnics; 

 Regional Conferences in each two years in most of regional 

chapters; 

 “Milton Vargas Lecture” – presented in many cities yearly. 

 

3.3  Chilean Geotechnical Society (SOCHIGE) 

 

 VIII Congreso Chileno de Ingeniería Geotécnica. 

November 2014. 

 IX Congreso Nacional de Geotecnia Valdivia. December 

2016 

3.4  Costa Rican Geotechnical Society (ACG) 

 

 XII National Geotechnical Conference 2015. There were 

225 participants. 
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3.5  Paraguayan Geotechnical Society (SPG) 

 

 Workshop “Anchors”, 19-21 September 2016, Asunción. 

Sponsors: “Asociación Latinoamericana de Control de 

Calidad, Patología y Recuperación de la Construcción” – 

ALCONPAT, “Asociación de Profesionales de la 

Construcción” – APROCONS and Sociedad Paraguaya de 

Geotecnia (SPG). 

 

 

 

4  PROBLEMS  / STATE OF DEVELOPMENT / 

CHALLENGES 

 

After 4 years of activity as VP for South America, the problems, 

conditions and challenges facing the National Societies can be 

described as follows, according to my experience: 

 

 Lack of knowledge / participation on ISSMGE activities 

and actions. Very few reply to contacts from the Secretary 

or VP. Old members experience not shared by new 

members;  

 Reduced regular or eventual activities, with aging of board 

members with no renovation; 

 No regular integration between regional national societies; 

 National societies with reduced number of members, with 

no increase for a long period of time; 

 No strategic planning or actions for motivation of young 

members to become active on the societies;  

 Lack of integration / relation activities of National Societies 

with important issues / problems of the region; 

 Very small participation of companies. No relation theory x 

practice. 

 

It is important for all National Societies the establishment of 

priorities of policies and activities with clear demonstration of a 

value in participation as a member, in order to survive in a 

professional environment of multiple interests, with much 

reduced number of professionals of the geotechnical area on the 

societies.  

The question: why participate as a member on this 

organization? what are the real benefits? must be answered !!!!!   

 

5  SUGGESTIONS TO OVERCOME THE CHALLENGES 

 

A list of suggestions to tackle the problems will be presented, 

based on the experience with very active societies and similar 

organizations. The choice or appropriated ones must be 

considered by the present state of organization of each Society 

and practical conditions to be implemented.   

 

 

5.1 Lack of knowledge / participation on ISSMGE activities 

and actions. Very few reply to contacts from the Secretary or VP. 

Old members experience not shared by new members;  

 

 Presentation on all National and international events of a 

video showing the ISSMGE site, structure, links, TCs, etc. 

to be sent to the National Societies. 

 Intense information on the Webinars and material available 

on the ISSMGE site. 

 Change the ISSMGE rules about Societies membership, 

making compulsory for the Societies the presentation of 

organized activities, reports, planning, etc… 

 

 

 

5.2 Reduced regular or eventual activities, with aging of board 

members with no renovation; 

 

 Suggesting of events with existing material produced / 

available on the ISSMGE site. 

 Access to other events (in other regions / societies) using IT 

facilities.  

 

 

 

5.3 No regular integration between regional national societies; 

 

 Suggest the Implementation (as a priority or policy of the 

ISSMGE) on the National events of special sessions for the 

discussion / presentation of regional aspects or problems 

with invited speakers from other regional societies; 

 Organization of integration seminars on topics with regional 

relevance. As examples: volcanic soils, slope stability, 

lateritic soils, residual soils, soft soils, excavations for 

metros, tailing dams, pile testing, others.   

 Promote the integration of regional graduate programs, 

inviting academics for theses and for presentations, courses, 

seminars, discussion events. 

 Promote regional research nets  with subjects of common 

interest (research institutes, graduate programs, experts)  

 

 

5.4 National societies with reduced number of members, with 

no increase for a long period of time; 

 

 Use and implementation of IT tools to  be able to give 

information, contents, exchange of ideas (Modern and in 

permanent actualization site is fundamental, preferably with 

a regular newsletter); 

 Establishment of Technical Committees in order to promote 

activities (discussion sites, seminars, production of 

technical material relevant to the area , conferences); 

 Promote the integration with engineering organizations in 

order to make relevant events and attract new members 

(Engineering societies, professional organizations, 

Councils, class organizations, other); 

 Organize regional chapters of the society; 

 Use Skype and other IT tools to make plenary sessions of 

events available for interested groups / organizations  / 

universities. 

 

 

5.5 No strategic planning or actions for motivation of young 

members to become active on the societies;  

 

 Establish the participation of young members on the 

National Society a priority , with effective actions;  
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 Use all opportunities on undergraduate civil engineering 

courses to deliver presentations of the geotechnical practice, 

challenges and solutions of problems of the real word; 

 Organize short courses on specific subjects of interest; 

 Incentive to use geotechnical subjects for the final year 

project; 

 Establish discussion forums for students on social media 

and sites; 

 Establish contests for the best final year project, MSc and 

PhD thesis, with results to be presented on National events; 

 Establish the category of young members on the societies, 

with reduced values; 

 Special reduced values for participation of young members 

on conferences and events; 

 Support for students to participate on national society 

activities; 

 Use of resources of the ISSMGE foundation to promote 

access of young members to events; 

 Inform National Societies the existence of the Young 

Member Presidential Group (YMPG), for the integration of 

young members. 

 

 

5.6 Lack of integration / relation activities of National Societies 

with important issues / problems of the region 

 

 Disseminate the information of the existence of the 

Professional Image Committee (PIC) on the ISSMGE;  

 Promote the effective and formal participation of the 

geotechnical Society on the national committees of Codes 

of Practice relevant to the activities, discussions on best 

practices or guidelines or public discussions of subjects like 

metros, dams, slopes, areas of geotechnical risks, other, 

 Hiring of a Public Relations (PR) for the professional use of 

information medias and technical publications to promote 

geotechnical contents and relevance of the area of 

professional activity; 

 PR with participation on organizing committees of events to 

establish links with all sort of  communication media; 

 Invitation for authorities of pertinent areas (civil defense, 

department of public works, regulatory organizations) to 

participate as speakers and or discussion meetings in 

technical events; 

 Participation as a formal member (the National Society) on 

prevention / recovery of natural disasters events related to 

geotechnical risks (earthquakes, slope instability, mud 

flows, etc). 

 

 

5.7 Very small (or absence of) participation of companies. No 

relation theory x practice. 

 Establish a Corporate membership on the society; 

 Inform the existence of the Corporate Presidential Group on 

the ISSMGE; 

 Promote the participation of Corporate representatives on 

conference and other events organizing committees and as 

speakers, with presentation of works of interest, specially 

case histories; 

 Organization of presentations, short courses , new 

techniques with companies participation; 

 Promote events with academics and Corporate members to 

discuss subjects of practice oriented interest for research 

and new knowledge of possible interest of companies; 

 Promote the access of undergraduate students to companies; 

 University members inviting company professionals to 

present aspects of the geotechnical practice for students;  

 Promote visit to sites  with undergraduate students with 

people from companies presenting practice challenges; 

 Organize regular events during national conferences or 

other with the competition of the best geotechnical project 

built or the best instrumentation;  

 In specific events establish a Corporate Session, for product 

or technique presentation, with a fee for the company. 

 

 

 

6. PARTICIPATION ON TC’s 
 

The following table presents the participation of members of 

National Societies on Technical Committees. 
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PARTICIPATION ON TC’s 
 

 

TC # TC Name Argentina Brazil Chile

TC 101 Laboratory Stress Strain Strength Testing of Geomaterials x x

TC 102 Ground Property Characterization from In-Situ Tests x x

TC 103 Numerical Methods in Geomechanics x x

TC 104 Physical Modelling in Geotechnics x

TC 106 Unsaturated Soils x x

TC 107 Laterites and Lateritic Soils x

TC 201
Geotechnical Aspects of Dykes and Levees, Shore Protection 

and Land Reclamation
x

TC 202 Transportation Geotechnics x x

TC 203
Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and Associated 

Problems
x x

TC 204 Underground Construction in Soft Ground x x

TC 205 Limit State design in Geotechnical Engineering x

TC 207 Soil-Structure Interaction and Retaining Walls x x

TC 208 Stability of Natural Slopes x x

TC 210 Dams and Embankments x x

TC 211 Ground Improvement x

TC 212 Deep Foundations x x

TC 214 Foundation Engineering for Difficult Soft Soil Conditions x x

TC 215 Environmental Geotechnics x x

TC 302 Forensic Geotechnical Engineering x

TC 305 Geotechnical Infra-structure for Megacities and New Capitals x

TC 306
Geo-engineering Education (include aspects of software in 

use)
x
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Appendix 3: 2013-2017 Report of the Innovation and Development Committee (IDC) 
 
Rapport du Comité de Innovation  et développement sur la période 2013 - 2017 

 
 

Dimitrios Zekkos 

Chair of IDC & Associate Professor, Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, University of Michigan, 

zekkos@geoengineer.org 

 

 

ABSTRACT: The Innovation and Development Committee (IDC) is a board level committee that was established in 2009 with the 

mission to develop innovations to better serve ISSMGE members and the profession and to increase the impact and influence of 

ISSMGE and the geotechnical engineer in the world. In this report the activities of the IDC during the 2013-2017 period are briefly 

presented. In the past four years, the IDC continued to make efforts towards achieving its mission. Through partnerships with several 

other board level committees, technical committees and member societies it has continued to push forward with efforts that can have 

a positive impact on the geotechnical engineering community at the global scale. These include: (a) the growth of ISSMGE’s online 

presence; (b) the creation of valuable online technical material such as the webinars and honour lectures; (c) the development of 

ISSMGE’s open access policy and its implementation; (d) the integration of ISSMGE with the International Journal of 

Geoengineering Case Histories; (e) growth of an online geo-community (GeoWorld) and the publication of the Geotechnical Business 

Directory; (f) the development of a mobile application for ISSMGE and (g) the establishment of ISSMGE’s presence on social media.   

 

 

RÉSUMÉ : Le Comité de l'innovation et du développement (IDC) est un comité de conseil qui a été créé en 2009 avec la mission de 

développer des innovations pour mieux servir les membres et la profession de ISSMGE et pour accroître l'impact et l'influence 

d'ISSMGE et de l'ingénieur géotechnique dans le monde. Dans ce rapport, les activités de l'IDC au cours de la période 2013-2017 

sont présentées brièvement. Au cours des quatre dernières années, l'IDC a continué à faire des efforts pour atteindre sa mission. Grâce 

à des partenariats avec plusieurs autres comités de conseil, comités techniques et sociétés membres, il a continué à faire avancer les 

efforts qui peuvent avoir un impact positif sur la communauté de l'ingénierie géotechnique à l'échelle mondiale. Il s'agit notamment: 

(a) de la croissance de la présence en ligne d'ISSMGE; (b) la création de matériel technique en ligne précieux tel que les webinaires et 

conférences d'honneur; (c) le développement de la politique d'accès ouvert de l'ISSMGE et sa mise en œuvre; (d) l'intégration de 

ISSMGE avec le journal international des antécédents de géoingénierie; (e) la croissance d'une géo-communauté en ligne (GeoWorld) 

et la publication du Répertoire des entreprises géotechniques; (f) le développement d'une application mobile pour ISSMGE et (g) 

l'établissement de la présence d'ISSMGE sur les réseaux sociaux. 

 

KEYWORDS: innovation and development, website, informatics, webinars, open access, online resources, GeoWorld 

 
1  INTRODUCTION 

The Innovation and Development Committee (IDC) of 
ISSMGE was established in 2009 as a Board Level Committee 
(BLC) within ISSMGE by Past-President Jean-Louis Briaud. 
The first term of the committee was from 2009-2013. President 
Roger Frank renewed the IDC for 2013-2017. The following 
report outlines the membership and activities of the IDC during 
this second four year period, and provides some 
recommendations to ISSMGE and member societies for the 
future of IDC. 
 
2  TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The IDC terms of reference have been provided by the ISSME 
President and Board in 2009 and have remained unchanged. 
They are the following: 
“The IDC will be the think tank of ISSMGE. Its task will be to 
think of ways to make ISSMGE progress in a manner which 
will increase its usefulness to the members and provide 
excitement for the future of geotechnical engineering in 
ISSMGE. Among the possible tasks are: 

 Develop innovations to better serve our members and to 
increase the impact and influence of ISSMGE and the 
Geotechnical Engineer in the world. 

 Develop ways to enhance the value of the web site as a 
technical resource worldwide.  

 Develop ways for individual members to communicate 
with each other in a very easy fashion. 

 Initiate the webinar series 
 Create and select the recipient for a best innovator of the 

year award. This award will be given yearly. The award 
will consist of a certificate which will be given to the 
ISSMGE member receiving the award. 

 Strengthen and bring to a steady state the International 
Journal on Geoengineering Case Histories. Cooperation 
with the Technical Oversight Committee (TOC) and more 
generally all the Technical Committees (TC) is expected. 

 Develop the Lexicon into an electronic tool available on 
the web site.” 

 
Although it can be argued that many of the terms of reference 
have been achieved in the past years, several need continued 
“nurturing”, i.e., continued effort to sustain them. Almost all of 
them can be enchanced and continue to add value to the 
profession.  
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3  MEMBERSHIP 
 
The members of the IDC during the 2013-2017 period are the 
following: 
Chair: Dimitrios Zekkos (USA) – Associate Professor, Civil 
and Environmental Engineering, University of Michigan, Ann 
Arbor; zekkos@geoengineer.org  
Vice Chair: Kok-Kwang Phoon (Singapore) - Professor, 
Department of Civil Engineering, National University of 
Singapore; cvepkk@nus.edu.sg    
Coordinator (2009-2011): Vasiliki Dimitriadi (Greece) –  
Geotechnical Engineer, Geoengineer.org 
vdimitriadi@geoengineer.org (Liaison with Corporate 
Associates Presidential Group). 
Members:  
Sarah Stallebrass (UK), Assistant Dean Civil Engineering, City 
University, UK; S.E.Stallebrass@city.ac.uk   
Xavier Vera-Grunauer (Ecuador) – CEO of Geoestudios, 
xvg@geoestudios.com.ec  
Chung-Tien Chin (Taiwan), Senior Vice President, MAA 
GROUP, President of Southeast Geotechnical Society; 
ctchin@cogen.com.tw    
Devendra Singh (India) - Professor, Department of Civil 
Engineering Indian Institute of Technology; dns@civil.iitb.ac.in    
Xiaojun Li (China) – Associate Professor, Tongji University   
Mohamed Al-Gharleb Sakr (Egypt) - Professor of Geotechnical 
Engineering,  Faculty of Engineering, Tanta University; 
mamsakr@yahoo.com   
Lucy Wu (Hong-Kong, China) – Geotechnical Engineer 
lucywu@alum.mit.edu. Also Liaison with Student Young 
Members Participation Group 
 
ISSMGE Board Liaisons:  
Mark Jaksa (Australia) (mark.jaksa@adelaide.edu.au) 
Paul Mayne (USA) (paul.mayne@ce.gatech.edu) 
Etienne Marcelin Kana (France) (emk2cm@yahoo.fr). 
 
The members represent a diverse group of professionals from 
different geographic regions.  
 
4  ACTIVITIES 
 
4.1. Development of ISSMGE’s Online Presence 
A major activity of the IDC for the last year has been the 
development of the ISSMGE website and its continued growth 
with the objective to incorporate valuable technical and other 
content that can be used by geotechnical engineers worldwide.  
 
On September 22nd 2016, the new ISSMGE website was 
launched with a brand new design, and functionality. The 
website allows for technical committees to update their own 
content on their own sub-website. The website has been 
programmed to automatically collect the content posted by the 
TCs and disseminate it to the main page of the website. 
Simultaneously, news items posted by TCs and other groups, 
are automatically disseminated through the GeoWorld groups 
reaching additional interested individuals.  
 
A particular focus of the IDC has been on expanding the 
valuable content of the ISSMGE website. Beyond resources 
undertaken in 2009-2013, such as the webinars, and the 
electronic lexicon, the 2013-2017 specific efforts are described 
in the next sections. 
 
4.2. Hosting of the Webinars and the Online Lectures 
 
During the 2009-2013 tenure of the IDC, the IDC was 
responsible for the launch of the webinar series of the ISSMGE.  

Since then, the webinar series has become part of the normal 
operations of the ISSMGE and is handled by the Board of the 
ISSMGE. Overall, one webinar is launched every two months. 
Once a webinar is launched, the recorded webinar remains on 
the website as resource. Presently there are 28 webinars 
available on the ISSMGE website on a range of topics and 
represent a truly unique database of educational material that is 
freely available.  
 
In addition, by working with various technical committees, 
honour lectures that have been recorded by TCs are also 
becoming available online for free. ISSMGE encourages 
anyone to contact us to support similar initiatives and resources.  
 
4.3. Open Access Policy and Implementation 
 
The IDC has been a leader in establishing and implementing the 
open access policy of ISSMGE, that represents a major priority 
of President Roger Frank. The effort aims to encourage the 
unrestricted access to valuable technical publications. Through 
a database developed on the ISSMGE website, ISSMGE has the 
capability to index and directly host papers published in 
conferences, especially conferences supported by the ISSMGE. 
In these four years, the IDC has supported the creation of a 
database that is expected to include 9200+ scientific papers that 
are all searchable by author name and title. Through numerous 
collaborations with technical committees, publishers, member 
societies and other individuals, the ISSMGE has been able to 
host and index the proceedings of numerous conferences, 
including the International Conference of Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering (ICSMGE), Site Characterization 
conferences, TC306’s international conferences, TC204’s soft 
ground symposia and other conferences. The numerous 
individuals and groups engaged in this initiative, are 
acknowledged in the “Online Library” of ISSMGE, which is 
available here: http://issmge.org/publications/online-library  
 
The ISSMGE is encouraging all professionals engaged in 
organizing quality publications, to reach out to the society so 
that past and future papers can be included in this database. The 
database is expected to make a valuable contribution as a 
resource to geotechnical practice and education worldwide.  
  
4.5. Integration of the International Journal of Geoengineering 
Case Histories with ISSMGE 
 
A major focus of the 2009-2013 IDC has been on the 
integration of the International Journal of Geoengineering Case 
Histories (IJGCH) with ISSMGE. A number of IDC activities 
were associated with this effort, that included: (a) the signing of 
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between ISSMGE 
and the journal’s publisher; (b) the development of a new 
website for the case histories journal 
(http://www.geocasehistoriesjournal.org); and (c) the 
publication of special issues in collaboration with Member 
Societies (Greece, Singapore), and technical committees 
(TC306). These efforts need to be continued to further integrate 
the journal with the ISSMGE and member societies’ activities.  
 
4.6. Growth of an Online Geo-Community (GeoWorld) and 
Publication of the Geotechnical Business Directory 
 
In November 2011, following the Board’s approval, ISSMGE 
became a founder of GeoWorld, a networking platform for 
geotechnical engineers worldwide. The platform allows 
members to create a professional profile, interact and share 
resources, news, and participate in groups. As of May 2017, the 
networking has grown to nearly 7000 members, and 500+ 
companies and organizations and continues to increase every 
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mailto:S.E.Stallebrass@city.ac.uk
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year. The platform is also used as a dissemination tool of 
ISSMGE news and resources and is one of the largest 
contributors of website traffic to ISSMGE.  
 
In 2015, based on an identified need to create a professional 
directory on geotechnical engineering firms and individuals, 
GeoWorld developed the Geotechnical Business Directory 
(http://www.mygeoworld.com/business-directory/countries/a). 
The directory is available as a searchable platform that lists 
individuals and companies, based on location, expertise and 
geographic location, but is also circulated once per year as an e-
book and a printed publication. Currently two directories have 
been published (2015, 2016) and the 2017 directory is expected 
to be circulated in September 2017. The network and the 
directory have been steadily growing and have been able to 
become financially self-sustainable. For the last two years, the 
directory has been able to make a financial donation to the 
ISSMGE foundation.  
 
 
4.8. Development of a Mobile Application for ISSMGE 
 
In collaboration with YMPG, and PIC, IDC has been working 
on the development of a mobile application for ISSMGE. This 
development is ongoing and the objective is to have the mobile 
platforms available during the 19th ICSMGE. The application 
is intended to allow direct contact with geotechnical engineers 
who may use mobile platforms for their browsing, as well as the 
younger generation. It will allow ISSMGE to send notifications 
(“push-in”) to professionals. The ISSMGE platform will also 
allow interaction of the users via GeoWorld. An Android and 
iOS application is being developed.  
 
4.9. Social Media Presence of ISSMGE 
 
Beyond the initiatives associated with GeoWorld, the IDC, in 
collaboration with the Young Members Participation Group 
(YMPG), and the Professional Image Committee (PIC) initiated 
the launch of ISSMGE’s social media sites such as Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Twitter. As of today (May 15th 2017), ISSMGE 
has 2390 followers on Facebook, 220 on Twitter and 921 on 
LinkedIn. The social media accounts are used to disseminate 
news of the ISSMGE and the traffic to the ISSMGE website 
from social media websites has been steadily increasing.  
 
5  RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE FUTURE 
 
After serving for two terms (2009-2013 and 2013-2017) as the 
Chair of the IDC, I would like to provide my recommendations 
for the future of IDC: 
 Renew the IDC for another term. I do not believe that a 

forward-looking IDC will ever fully complete its Mission. 
There are always many more initiatives and activities that 
the IDC can pursue that can make an impact to the 
Profession, the member societies and the geotechnical 
engineers.  

 Revise the terms of reference of the IDC to reshape its 
mission. 

 Specific activities that the IDC has the opportunity to 
pursue are: 

o Further strengthening the content of the 
ISSMGE website with useful resources that the 
membership can use.  

o Support the open access policy of ISSMGE by 
contributing in the digitization of older 
proceedings and pushing the profession towards 
open access with new proceedings 

o In addition to ongoing efforts associated with 
webinars and online lectures, ISSMGE is well 

positioned to play a leading role as a resource for 
educational material on the internet.  

o Continue to support the integration of the the 
International Journal of Geoengineering Case 
Histories with ISSMGE activities 

o Strengthen the participation of the technical 
committees on the ISSMGE website and the 
journal. Online dissemination is one of the most 
effective ways for technical committees to make 
an impact to the profession.  

o Engage member societies, technical committees 
and other committees and groups through the 
ISSMGE website 
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ABSTRACT: This report presents a synthesis if the main actions conducted by the Technical Oversight Committee over the term 

2013 – 2017. 

RÉSUMÉ : Ce rapport présente une synthèse des principales actions menées par le Comité de Supervision Technique au cours de la 

période 2013 -2017. 
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1  INTRODUCTION.  

The Technical Oversight Committee (TOC) is in charge of 
supervising and coordinating the activities of the Technical 
Committees (TCs), that have a paramount role with respect to 
the technical and scientific activities of the ISSMGE. As stated 
in the “Guidelines for ISSMGE Technical Committees and 
ISSMGE Honour Lectures”, “The TCs are a forum for 
discussing, developing and applying specialist geotechnical 
knowledge related to the behaviour of geo-materials, 
geotechnical engineering and engineering for society”.   

This report will successively address the new composition 
adopted for the TOC at the beginning of the term in 2013, the 
current situation of the TCs, the updating of the Guidelines, the 
TC websites, the issue of TCs with apparent low activity, the 
cooperation between the TOC and the Corporate Associates 
Presidential Group (CAPG) and some comments about the role 
of the TCs in the 19th Seoul ICSMGE. 

2  NEW COMPOSITION OF THE TOC 

In link with ISSMGE President Roger Frank and in an aim to 
get a closer feedback from the TCs of each region and to ensure 
direct liaison between the TOC and the Board, it was decided at 
the beginning of the period (2013) to change the composition of 
the TOC by inviting all the regional Vice-Presidents (VPs) to 
become TOC members, together with another delegate from 
their region, leading to the following composition (the number 
of TCs in each region is also indicated): 

- Africa  
Fatma Baligh, Samuel Ampadu (Ghana)  1 TC 

- Asia     
Ikuo Towhata, Madhira Madhav (India) 11 TCs 

- Australasia    
- Mark Jaksa, Mike Pender (New-Zealand)  1 TC 
- North America   
- Paul Mayne, Gabriel Auvinet (Mexico)   8 TCs 
- South America   
- Jarbas Milititsky, Luis Valenzuela (Chile)   1 TC 
- Europa:    
- Antonio Gens, Giulia Viggiani (Italy)  11 TCs 

Kenichi Soga accepted to remain the TOC secretary. 
Jennifer Nicks (Young Members Presidential Group) served as 
YMPG liaison and Giulia Viggiani serves as liaison with the 
Innovation and Development Committee (IDC). 

The regional Vice-Presidents (VP) have been invited to 
follow more closely the activities of the TCs in their region and 

to participate to other TOC actions related to TCs, including 
discussing when needed on the Chairs of the TCs with low 
apparent activity, on the nomination of new Chairs and on any 
other issue. To the TOC Chair, this change in composition was 
beneficial and the involvement of regional VPs with respect to 
the TCs in their region is most welcome. The participation of 
the other TOC members has been rather marginal, probably 
because they have not been enough mobilised. 

3  CURRENT SITUATION OF THE TCs  

The current situation of the 32 TCs is as follows: 
- 7 TC 10i (Fundamental): Lab and in-situ testing, numerical 

and physical modelling, micro-macro, unsaturated and 
lateritic soils 

- 17 TC2ij (Practical): Dykes, Transportation, Earthquakes, 
Underground, Safety-serviceability, Interactive design, 
Retaining walls, Slopes, Offshore, Dams, Ground 
improvement, Deep foundations, Scour – erosion, Soft 
soils, Geo-environment, Frost, Land reclamation*, 
Reinforced fill structures* 

- 8 TC30i (Linked to Society): Historic, Forensic, Floods, 
Risk, Megacities, Education, Sustainability, Energy*  

* New TCs 

The new TCs created during the term according to the 
Guidelines resulted from suggestions from ISSMGE experts, 
were supported by the corresponding MS, and were discussed 
during Board meetings with the corresponding regional VP 
prior to being approved: 
- TC 217 on “Land reclamation” (Chair Y. Watabe, Japan), 

resulted in the change in name of TC201 to “Dykes and 
Levees” (removing “and Land reclamation”) 

- TC308 on Geo-Energy (Chair M. Sanchez, USA) 
- TC 218 on Reinforced Fill Structures (Chair J. Sankey, 

USA) 

Other potential changes in the list concern TCs with 
apparent little activity, a topic developed further on in the 
report. 

4 MODIFICATIONS IN THE GUIDELINES 

The “Guidelines for ISSMGE Technical Committees and 
ISSMGE Honour Lectures” were updated in link with the Board 
and with the help of Mark Jaksa. They were approved by the 
Board on 24 February 2015. The main modifications are 
explained in the following. 
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4. 1  TC Chairs 

The TC leadership is managed as follows: 

- Maximum of two terms of 4 years for TC chairs 
- TC functioning disconnected from Presidential term to 

ensure continuity 
- Nomination procedure of new chairs further detailed 

o based on consultation and agreement among TC 
members 

o supported by the corresponding Member society (MS) 

Following these recommendations, most TC chairs have 
been changed during the term, resulting in a turn over 
favourable to the dynamism of the TCs.  

4.2  TC Membership 

The TC membership is as follows: 

- 2 members nominated by MSs, with voting right 
- 4 members and the TC secretary nominated by the chair 
- n corresponding members (no limitations in number) 

nominated by MSs, with no voting right 
- no more TOC nominated members (liaison with Board and 

TOC by regional VPs) 
- no more Core members 

The changes above were communicated to TC officers and 
MSs through two letters sent by the TOC in April 2014. 

As suggested by Neil Taylor, the management of TC 
members is now managed by MSs through a new database 
implemented thanks to the contribution of the Geo-Engineering 
team (K. Tsantilas and D. Zekkos) together with N. Taylor and 
P. Peers from ISSMGE. MSs are now responsible of inserting 
the names of their TC delegates through direct access to the 
database provided by ISSMGE. This new procedure appeared to 
be rather tedious and long and required a lot of efforts and 
understanding from P. Peers.  

Based on the recent experience of the new TC on Reinforced 
structures, it seems that the nomination of TC members by 
some MSs may sometimes be excessively long, with, in some 
cases, only one meeting a year dedicated to the nomination of 
TC members. The low reactivity of some MSs remains a 
problem that could require some intervention of ISSMGE 
officers (TOC officers, general secretary or president). 

Some concern with respect to TC “sleeping” members also 
arose. It is suggested that MSs replace inactive TC members 
(who for instance never show up at TC meetings of workshops) 
by active TC corresponding members when necessary. This 
imply some TOC/MS interactions, the efficiency of which 
depends on the MS reactivity. 

Note finally that, following a requirement by the CAPG, an 
issue related to the nomination as TC members of people from 
Corporate Associates has been discussed and approved during 
the last Board meeting in Beirut in March 2017. The Guidelines 
will be amended accordingly. 

5 TC WEBSITES 

A survey on the TC websites has been conducted in November 
2014 by K. Soga for the Wellington Board meeting in Summer 
2015, with the following analysis. 

5. 1  Various websites 

There are three websites:  
- ISSMGE (issmge.org - main website): ISSMGE is an 

organisation of organisations (TCs), so it doesn't want to 
host networking and other user created contents on its 
website. As this would require lots of maintenance and 
letting through from the webmaster. No plans of hosting 
websites of other TCs. 

- GeoWorld (mainly for networking): ISSMGE supported 
main goal is to support networking and host user created 
contents (like a forum). Has ~3500 members. Some TCs 
only update information here. Some TCs are active and 
some are not. In our view does an okayish job with regard 
to networking. More for member interaction than TC 
websites. Apparently not necessarily best adapted for TC 
websites, which is why most TCs end up creating one 
separate (this makes it difficult to have consistent website 
layout across committees). 

- Whatisgeotech: This vulgarisation website allowed the 
publication of a paper on Geotechnical Engineering in 
Forbes, a major achievement for the promotion of 
Geotechnical Engineering. It also introduces some TCs 
based on the geotechnical structures that they deal with. It 
seems to be an attractive website to promote our profession 
outside the geotechnical world. 

 5. 2  Major issues 

- Since there are three different websites and many more for 
each TCs, they have different login details. This makes it 
difficult to use these services as you need to do multiple 
signups and remember passwords. 

- Multiple websites results in some websites going out of 
date. Information is all over the place. Although ISSMGE 
has a view that it will show display the core information 
and GeoWorld deals with networking and member sign ups, 
some of the information are updated in Geoworld and not in 
ISSMGE website. This shouldn't be the case. There is a 
confusion of which one being the core website. 

- The TCs own websites :  
o (a) don't follow same style and layout  
o (b) have their own member login page  
o (c) some have their own forum. We may need to unify. 
This analysis from 2014 is currently being updated by K. 

Soga prior to be presented at the Seoul ICSMGE Conference. 

5.3  TC sub-website in the ISSMGE website 

In the recent (2016) version of the ISSMGE website, TCs 
now have their own sub-website: 
http://issmge.org/committees/technical-committees  

 In this sub-website, authorized representative can login and 
do various things including update their photo, upload files, 
handle the TC membership and post news. Any news posted on 
the TC sub-website is automatically posted on the main page of 
ISSMGE and then also disseminated through the GeoWorld 
group so that it can attract more attention.  

As stated by D. Zekkos, having the TCs post on the 
ISSMGE website is one of the best ways to (a) demonstrate the 
impact of ISSMGE to the profession; (b) add content on the 
ISSMGE website; and (c) reflect the activity of the TC. 

Using the website now provided by ISSMGE for the TCs 
would definitely help solving the major issues raised in section 
5.2. It is hence suggested that TCs officers now use this new 
facility for their website, to simplify and optimise their 
networking and communication.   

6 TCS WITH LOW APPARENT ACTIVITY 

Following some comments made during the TOC presentation 
at the Board meeting in Phoenix in February 2016, the activity 
of TCs has been considered in more details so as to make some 
decisions with respect to TCs with little apparent activity before 
the end of this Presidential term (September 2017), in link with 
the Section of the Guidelines entitled “Creation, maintenance 
and dissolution of technical committees”. 



Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

A Table based on various indicators (workshops and 
meetings organised, including in Paris 2013 and Edinburgh 
2015, Honour lecture, response to survey and poll, updated 
website, participation to TOC meeting and CAPG breakout 
session in the ECSMGE in Edinburgh in 2015) was elaborated 
by the TOC. The Table was not aimed at providing a ranking of 
the TCs, but very low rating indeed indicated apparent low 
activity that needed further investigating. 

From this Table, it can be concluded that the TCs in the list 
below with rating between 0 and 2 do not have satisfactory 
activity. The comments in the Table were as follows:  

- TC107 Lateritic soils (Africa): “No apparent activity. Only 
TC in Africa. Planned workshop in Ghana. Limited 
membership. Task forces defined but no progress reported”. 
The regional VP for Africa interacted with the Chair of 
TC107 who explained the specific difficulties that he met in 
developing activities and it was decided to further support 
the activities of this TC, including with the support of 
HKUST (Prof. Ch. Ng).  

- TC201 Dykes and levees (Europe): “Former secretary 
appointed as new chair on 2/2/2016. Bad rating from the 
Table. Output seems to have reduced markedly. Needs 
investigating.” 
The regional VP for Europe went in touch with the officers 
of TC201 to get more information and it was decided that 
they deserve a vote of confidence to see how the TC would 
develop under the new leadership. 

- TC210 Dams (Asia): “Complaints from French and Italian 
delegates about inactivity. Only a newsletter in 2011 but 
nothing since. No Terms of Reference. To keep within 
ISSMGE whereas specialists (Earthdams) are involved in 
the significant activity of the International Committee On 
Large Dams (ICOLD)? Some suggestion by an Italian 
member to keep activity whereas a French member said he 
was not convinced with respect to the ICOLD activity. Try 
to change Chair?”  
The regional VP for Asia made contact with the TC officers. 
It was confirmed that no activity was developed for quite a 
long time and it was suggested to change the chair. Some 
interesting discussions developed by e-mail between TC210 
members (including about the role of an ISSMGE TC with 
respect to the significant activities of ICOLD) but they did 
not result in the decision about a possible new chair. The 
Board discussed this issue during the Beirut meeting. 
Further precision to be provided at Seoul.   

- 214 Soft soils (North America): “Chair changed in 2013. 
No contact with other events held on Soft soils in Asia. One 
workshop (Extreme soils mechanics) in 2013 and one 
meeting with DFI (and no TC212) in 2015, both in Mexico. 
Former French member thought it had closed. No Terms of 
Reference. Needs investigating.” 
The regional VP for North America made some contacts 
with the officers of TC214 and the chair sent back a letter 
that was not considered convincing by the TOC chair. The 
situation was described in a letter of the TOC chair sent on 
17 January 2017 to all the TOC members, together with the 
response of the chair of TC214. Following a suggestion by 
the TOC, the Board suggested in Beirut to start a procedure 
to change the chair. Soft soils correspond to a hot topic in 
Mexico and in Asia as well, where some conferences are 
regularly hold.  

7 COOPERATION BETWEEN CAPG AND TOC 

An important action aimed at bridging the gap between State of 
the Art (SOA) and State of Practice (SOP) has been conducted 
under the guidance of the CAPG chair, S. Pathmanandavel, in 
close cooperation with the TOC and the TCs. The action 

included a first questionnaire sent to the TCs, an analysis of the 
responses received by CAPG members and it resulted in a 
break-out meeting with TCs officers hold in Edinburgh in 2015. 
A survey concerning the ratio between practitioners and 
academics in the TCs showed that, interestingly, the average 
proportion of practitioners was 50%, with a peak at 75% in 
Offshore geotechnics, and most ratios larger than 37%. 

Following a query by the TOC and the CAPG, some typical 
questions with respect to SOA/SOP issues in their field have 
been provided by most TCs, resulting in a worldwide survey 
managed by the CAPG and launched by the ISSMGE President 
R. Frank on 10th March 2017. The survey was a success with 
1323 responses from all over the world. The answers of the 
geotechnical community are planned to be managed by the TCs 
prior to presenting a synthesis at the Seoul ICSMGE. This will 
probably need a significant effort from the CAPG, the TCs and 
the TOC. 

8 INVOLVEMENT OF THE TCs IN THE SEOUL 
2017 ICSMGE  

As confirmed during the Conference Advisory Committee 
(CAC) of the Seoul 19th ICSMGE hold on 20-21 September 
2016 in Seoul, the organisation of the Seoul Conference will be 
like that of the Paris 2013 Conference, with a significant 
participation and efforts from most TCs that will be in charge of 
managing two kinds of parallel sessions hold during the 3rd and 
4th day of the Conference: the Discussion Sessions and the TC 
Workshops.  

8. 1  Discussion Sessions 

The Discussion Sessions consist in parallel Sessions in which, 
after a General report, delivered by the Discussion Leader 
(nominated by the TC), the selected oral presentations (from the 
contributions sent to the Conference by the Member societies in 
charge of selecting them) will be delivered. The Discussion 
Sessions are managed by the TCs. This includes the inspection 
by the TC (under the responsibility of the TC Officers) of all 
the papers (reviewed and accepted by the Member Societies) 
sent by the Seoul Conference Organising Committee. The TC is 
in charge of selecting the most interesting papers for oral 
presentations, with a number of sessions depending on the 
number of papers received. The TC is also in charge of 
selecting, among its experts, the person in charge of delivering 
the General report (= Discussion Leader) and the Chair of the 
Session.  

8. 2  TC Workshops 

The TC Workhops are included in the parallel sessions and are 
full components of the Conference. Workshops are fully 
managed by TCs that volunteer to do so. Generally, TCs launch 
calls for proposals for workshop contributions among their 
members. TCs select the oral presentations (if there are too 
many responses to the call) together with the Chair of the 
Workshop (often the TC Chair). Only one Workshop is granted 
to a given TC. 

8. 3  TC Honour Lectures 

The applications of all the TCs who asked to have their Honour 
Lecture presented at the Seoul ICSMGE have been accepted 
(see Conference programme). 

9 CONCLUDING REMARKS 

This report presented a synthesis of the most significant actions 
conducted by the TOC in link with the TCs during the term 
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2013 - 2017. It will be completed, for the Seoul ICSMGE 
Conference, by a general feedback on the activities of the TCs 
based on the activity reports that the TCs have to provide to the 
TOC by 31 May 2017. Other on-going actions that will be also 
reported at the Seoul ICSMGE are the updating of the state of 
the TC websites and the general feedback from the CAPG 
survey on SOA - SOP issues. A special TOC Session in which 
TC officers are invited to participate is also planned at Seoul. 
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ABSTRACT: The Young Member Presidential Group (YMPG) is a Board Level committee of the ISSMGE. It is comprised of 
members 35 years or younger from around the world who come together to work not only for the ISSMGE but also for students and 
younger members. In the past four years, the Young Member Presidential Group (YMPG) has continued to make efforts towards 
achieving its mission. This is accomplished through the cooperation and exchange of ideas from students and younger members 
across the world. The results of that work include increased participation amongst younger members in the geotechnical community 
and products to actively engage those members that will hopefully continue throughout their career. The work of the YMPG for the 
2013-2017 term is presented herein.  
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1  INTRODUCTION 

Formerly named the Student and Young Member Presidential 
Group (SYMPG), the YMPG was established in 2009 as a 
Board Level Committee (BLC) within ISSMGE by Past-
President Jean-Louis Briaud. The YMPG works to develop and 
foster initiatives for Board consideration and action that 
represent and support younger member interests. The first term 
extended from 2009-2013, with President Roger Frank 
renewing the YMPG for 2013-2017. The following report 
outlines the structure, work plan, and products of the YMPG 
during this four year period, along with providing some 
recommendations to ISSMGE and member societies for moving 
forward. 

2  TERMS OF REFERENCE 

Since the first term of the then titled Student and Young 
Member Presidential Group (SYMPG), it was decided to 
separate the four year term of the ISSMGE Board into two, two 
year terms. This was meant to keep renewed life in the group 
and provide fresh ideas throughout the course of four years. 
With the first initial term commencing, some changes to the 
original terms of reference for the SYMPG were made. These 
included:  
  

- Change of name: The Young Member Presidential 
Group (YMPG).  

While removing the student label from the SYMPG, 
it does not exclude students; however, students can be 
of many ages and not fit the young member defintion 
of the ISSMGE (35 years or younger). 
 

- Change of mission: to increase the attractiveness of the 
ISSMGE for younger generations of geotechnical 
engineers.  

This was a slight change to the original mission 
which stated “...for the next generation of 
geotechnical engineers.” The YMPG aims to continue 
in its work and reach all future generations, not just 
the next generation. 
 

- Change of task scopes: Based on the feedback and ideas 
from the new membership in each two-year term, 
slightly different focus areas and resulting tasks and 
deliverables were made in each term. Task Forces were 
formed to achieve the new scope of work while 

retaining some of the key ongoing work of the 
SYMPG. 

3  MEMBERSHIP 

The YMPG is comprised of 19 young members (YMs) from 
around the world. The Chair of the YMPG, Dr. Jennifer Nicks, 
was appointed by the ISSMGE President and then, the ISSMGE 
Vice Presidents each nominated three young members. Current 
membership demographics include about 70% male, 30% 
female and 50% practitioners, 50% students or academics. The 
full membership list for the 2013-2015 and 2015-2017 terms 
are posted on the YMPG site in the ISSMGE webpage, with 
bios of the members included.  

For each term, a YMPG Executive Leadership Committee 
was formed to include a Vice-Chair(s) and Secretary for the 
YMPG. These positions were elected by the YMPG members. 
In addition, the YMPG was comprised of four Board Liaisons 
to this BLC: President Roger Frank, Fatma Baligh (VP for 
Africa), Paul Mayne (VP for North America), and Vlasta 
Szavits-Nossan (Appointed Board Member).  

In addition to the formal members of the YMPG, there is 
also another distinction: a Corresponding Member (CM) of the 
YMPG. The CM group involves signing up to receive e-mails 
related to the ISSMGE, conferences, post-doc or entry level 
position oppoortunties, etc. The YMPG currently has almost 
650 members (up from about 75 CMs in 2013), allowing the 
ISSMGE to reach more younger members than ever before.   

4  YMPG WORK PLAN 

As in the past, each member and CM was asked to provide three 
ideas that they thought would help achieve the YMPG mission. 
After compiling and grouping the ideas, a work plan was 
developed for each two-year term in these past four years. The 
work plan and achievements for the 2013-2015 YMPG term 
were previously presented at the 2015 Council Meeting in 
Edinburgh, Scotland and included as Appendix 7 of the meeting 
minutes (ISSMGE 2015). This report will focus on the work 
plan of the 2015-2017 term. 

The work plan for the 2015-2017 term was finalized in 
February 2016. Four task forces (TFs) were established, and 
Statements of Work were developed to define the TF 
objectives, a list of tasks, and a list of deliverables. The TFs and 
their objectives for the 2015-2017 term are shown in Table 1. 
The Vice-Chairs of the YMPG each led two of the TFs during 
the 2015-2017 term: Dr. Aleksandra Chepurnova for the 
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Membership and Technical TFs and Lucy Wu for the 
Communications and Outreach TFs.  

 
Table 1. YMPG Task Forces for 2015-2017. 

Task Force Objectives 

Communications 
To effectively communicate 

ISSMGE activities to younger members 

Membership 
To increase the network of younger 

members and promote participation in 

the ISSMGE and member societies.  

Outreach 
To reach out to the younger 

member community and create 

opportunities for interaction 

Technical To develop mechanisms to transfer 

knowledge and information  

5  TASKS  

To achieve these TF objectives, several key tasks were 
undertaken, including: 

 
- Develop alternative mechanisms to deliver 

announcements and communicate opportunities to 
younger members. 
 

- Advance the capabilities of the Corresponding 
Members map/network and increase the number of 
CMs. 

 
- Create a logo for the YMPG to help brand the BLC. 

 
- Solicit technical papers for publication in the YM 

Arena section of the ISSMGE Bulletin. 
 

- Develop a social media presence to engage YMs. 
 

- Assist in the topic selection of ISSMGE webinars that 
would be of interest to YMs. 

 
- Recognize the work of CMs through an Outstanding 

CM Award 
 

- Work with the organizing committee of the 
19ICSMGE to host YM activities separate from the 
iYGEC. 

 
- Create an online categorized library of conference 

proceedings and other geotechnical documents. 
 

- Set up a database of scholarship and job opportunities 
for younger members. 
 

- Prepare and distribute a state-of-interest survey 
amongst CMs to evaluate engagement of YMs in the 
ISSMGE and their member societies. 
 

- Work with other BLCs as needed to assist and 
provide feedback from the perspective of younger 
members. 

6  OUTCOMES AND PRODUCTS 

The YMPG has been very active, with several deliverables and 
results achieved in these past four years.  

6.1  Increase in Corresponding Members and the CM Map 

The number of people that have signed up to be a CM of the 
YMPG has grown by over 850% since 2013 and by 240% since 
the last two-year term ending in 2015. This is a remarked 
increase that allows the ISSMGE to reach even more members.  

To support the growing network of CMs, a new method was 
developed using Google Forms to allow CMs to sign up while 
also providing any key information about themselves, such as 
location, technical interests, job position, contact info, etc. This 
allows CMs to find those that share their interests or are located 
close to them to better network with each other. The method to 
sign-up CMs also allows the YMPG to review statistics related 
to the CMs, such as the percentages per degree type, their 
country/region, field of interest (based on the ISSMGE 
Technical Committees present at the time), etc. Inclusion in the 
CM map is voluntary, so not all CMs are included, but to date, 
there are about 360 CMs on the CM Map. A link to the map can 
be found on the Young Members page of the ISSMGE website. 

 
6.2  Social Media Presence 
 
The YMPG LinkedIn page was established to provide another 
forum to communicate information, distribute announcements, 
and start discussions amongst YMs. To date, about 260 
members have signed up to the site. In addition, the YMPG 
worked with the Innovation Development Committee (IDC) and 
the Professional Image Committee (PIC) on the development of 
new ISSMGE social media sites such as Facebook, LinkedIn 
and Twitter, as well as on the ISSMGE website, to provide 
feedback from a YM perspective.      
 
6.3  YMPG Logo 
 
The YMPG issued a call for submissions to all CMs to enter the 
YMPG Logo Competition; three options resulted. A poll was 
then created, and the CMs voted on the logo they thought would 
best represent the YMPG and help brand the group for future 
activities and events supported by the YMPG. The chosen logo 
will be posted on the ISSMGE website and will be included in 
any YMPG correspondence. 
 
6.4  YM Spotlight 
 
The YMPG developed an initiative to engage and feature 
younger members through a YM Spotlight series. The series 
entails a short interview where the subject responds to five 
questions, ranging from their favorite project to their favorite 
food. The YM Spotlight will be featured on the YMPG 
LinkedIn page, the YMPG page on the ISSMGE website, and a 
selection of those presented will be gathered for inclusion in 
each issue of the YM Arena.    
 
6.5  YM Arena Articles 
 
The ISSMGE Bulletin created a section of the newsletter called 
the YM Arena to provide an avenue for YMs to publish 
technical articles, report activities, etc. The YMPG created  
guidelines for author submissions and a template and then 
distributed those amongt the CMs. Over the past four years, 
eight YM articles have been published, including one providing 
an update of the YMPG.    
 
6.6  Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer 
 
In collaboration with the ISSMGE Awards Committee, the 
evaluation criteria for a consolidated Outstanding Young 
Geotechnical Engineer Award were developed in collaboration 
with the ISSMGE’s Awards Committee. The criteria are based 
on: (a) geotechnical project development and construction, (b) 
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research contributions in the geotechnical community, (c) 
involvement in national and international geotechnical societies, 
and (d) publications and education in the geotechnical 
discipline. The YMPG advertised the announcement amongst 
the CMs with encouragement to contact their national society if 
they wanted to be considered. In total, seven nominations were 
received and evaluated by the Awards Committee; three awards 
will be presented at the 19ICSMGE.     
 
6.7  Outstanding CM Award 
 
To encourage and recognize CMs that are active in their 
member society, the ISSMGE, or the YMPG, the YMPG 
created the Outstanding Corresponding Member Award. This 
award is separate from the ISSMGE’s Outstanding Young 
Geotechnical Engineer Award; internal to the YMPG. This 
YMPG award will be distributed annually based on 
nominations received each year. The YMPG members will 
evaluate the candidates and select one per year, to be featured in 
the ISSMGE Bulletin, the ISSMGE website, and the YMPG 
LinkedIn page.  
 
6.8  Webinars Geared Towards YMs 
 
The YMPG solicited ideas from CMs on topics that they would 
find of interest to be part of the ISSMGE webinar series. Topics 
were then compiled by the YMPG and a poll was established 
for CMs to vote on their favorite choice. Working with the 
ISSMGE Board, two of those webinars were selected to move 
forward.  

In February 2017, the first webinar was posted to the 
ISSMGE website: An Introduction to Numerical Modelling in 
Geotechnical Engineering, delivered by Prof. Helmut F. 
Schweiger. A second is under development, but will focus on 
Fast-tracking your Career in Geotechnical Engineering. Work 
is underway to find an appropriate speaker for the subject.  
 
6.9  Technical Contact List 
 
A list of technical contacts for younger geotechnical engineers 
was developed and is posted on the ISSMGE website. In 
addition, a section was included in the CM Map to highlight 
those individuals for quick access. The technical contact list is 
meant to serve as a quick guide for those who have questions 
regarding a certain topic but don’t know who to turn to 
immediately. While tutoring younger members technically, or at 
least guiding them in the direction to find more answers, the list 
also serves as an opportunity for establishing a network of YMs 
with those of similar interests.    
 
6.10  YM Opportunities Brochure and Presentation 
 
A tri-fold brochure and PowerPoint presentation were 
developed to outline the opportunities available for YMs, 
including YM Conferences, the ISSMGE Foundation, the YM 
Arena, Networking and Mentorship, and the CM group of the 
YMPG. These items also provide a brief overview of the 
ISSMGE and the YMPG. The brochure and presentation are 
available on the YMPG page of the ISSMGE website. Member 
societies are encouraged to also print out the flyer for 
distribution at any conferences to help make YMs more aware 
of these options for involvement. Anyone is also welcome to 
download and deliver the presentation at conferences, in 
classrooms, society events, etc.  
 
6.11  YM State-of-Interest Survey 
 
To learn more about the current state of YM membership within 
member societies and awareness of the ISSMGE, activity level, 

and YM opportunities, a survey was developed and distributed 
amongst the CMs. The results will provide insight for the next 
term of the group, the ISSMGE, and member societies moving 
forward to not only learn the state-of-interest of YMs, but also 
to serve as a benchmark to gauge the effectiveness of activities 
in the future.   
 
6.12  YM Forum at 19ICSMGE and other YM activities 
 
The YMPG has arranged a workshop for the 19ICSMGE, titled 
the YM Forum. This will provide an avenue outside of the 
preceding iYGEC for YMs to participate in the conference. The 
YM Forum consists of targeted presentations aimed at learning 
more about the ISSMGE and the YMPG, opportunities 
available for YMs, results from the survey, and tips on 
interviewing and networking in the profession. Following the 
presentations, a roundtable type discussion will occur to gather 
ideas for consideration by the next term of the YMPG to better 
meet their needs.     

7  OTHER ACTIVITIES 

Beyond the specific achievements and products discussed 
above, there are other activities in which the YMPG is engaged 
in within the ISSMGE. For one, the YMPG assists many of the 
other BLCs with review, feedback, and assistance on their 
work. YMPG Liaisons on the BLCs helps with this process and 
allows younger members to learn more about the ISSMGE. 
Some examples of YMPG assistance include: 

- With the PIC and IDC, the development of an ISSMGE 
mobile application. 

- With the PIC on a poster aimed at younger students to 
introduce the concept of geotechnical engineering early on in 
their education. 

- With the TOC and CAPG, data reduction and analysis for 
the ISSMGE Global Survey on State of the Art and State of 
Practice. 
 

Another major initiative of the YMPG is the development of 
databases for an online, categorized library of technical papers 
as well as scholarships/job opportunties. The ISSMGE has 
worked hard to provide the geotechnical community with open 
access to all ICSMGE conference proceedings that can be 
queried on the ISSMGE website. Work continues on this 
initiative to continue to add to the database. ISSMGE Board, 
two of those webinars were selected to move forward. The 
YMPG will assist as necessary.  

Work also continues for the database of scholarships and job 
opportunities. An initial list has been developed, and 
conversations have occurred with the IDC on the best platform 
to arrange this database so that it can be self-sufficient, without 
having to manually update it; rather, users who enter 
information about a known opportunity could upload that 
information themselves. Avenues are being explored and the 
database will start to take shape.   

8  RECOMMENDATIONS 

Based on these two terms of the YMPG from 2013-2017, the 
following recommendations are provided for consideration: 
 

- Continue having two-year terms for the YMPG. 
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- Change the mission to not only include increasing the 
attractiveness of the ISSMGE, but also include 
increasing the engagement of younger members. 

 
- Encourage member societies to reduce or eliminate 

student and young member fees for membership, 
conference participation, etc.   
 

- Add to the evaluation criteria for Outstanding 
Member Society an activity related to involvement 
and engagement of students or younger members in 
their society. 
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1  OVERVIEW 

Corporate Associates Presidential Group (CAPG) is a Board 
level committee of the ISSMGE and comprises 
representatives drawn from the Corporate Associates (CAs) of 
the ISSMGE. The main purpose of the Corporate Associates 
Presidential Group (CAPG) is to assist the ISSMGE in 
developing actions and activities that will enhance the 
commercial sector of the geotechnical profession. CAPG is also 
active in developing ways of attracting companies to become 
Corporate Associates.   
 
In the period between 2013 and 2017, CAPG has been working 
towards finding ways to bridge the gap between the state of the 
art (SOA) with the state of practice (SOP) in Geotechnical 
Engineering. A key product to bring this about was identified 
by the CAPG as the development and launch of a global survey. 
The President of the ISSMGE launched this survey on 10th 
March 2017. The survey was open to all interested persons, and 
closed on or about the 30th of April 2017. The outcomes of the 
survey will be formally presented at a CAPG/ TOC workshop at 
the Seoul 2017 conference.  
 
The following representatives of the CAs form the core team of 
the CAPG 

 Sukumar Pathmanandavel (Chair), Aurecon; 
 Valérie Bernhardt, Terrasol/ Setec Group; 
 Chaido Doulala-Rigby (Yuli), Tensar; 
 Kim Chan, GHD; 
 Sam Mackenzie, GHD; 
 Karel Allaert, Jan de Nul; 
 Gabriele Zapf, Siemens; 
 Mandy Korf, Deltare; and 
 Ian Hosking, AECOM. 

 
Pierre Delage, the Chair of the TOC, has been of invaluable 
assistance in the development of the global survey in addition to 
being the focal point for communication with all of the 
ISSMGE Technical Committees (TCs). Special thanks are due 
to Sam Mackenzie of GHD for his excellent work of developing 
and managing the survey tool.  
 
Representatives of all CAs are able to join in the regular six 
weekly CAPG conference calls, and action items from the 
meetings are circulated to all CAs. For joining in details, please 
contact kim.chan@ghd.com 
 

 

2  RECRUITMENT OF CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 

30 companies are listed (May 2017) as proud CAs of the 
ISSMGE, including corporations, consultancies, contractors, 
equipment manufacturers, university research center, and 
product manufacturers. A full list of CAs, along with links to 
their company web sites is provided in the ISSMGE website, 
http://www.issmge.org/corporate-associates/listing.  
  
The number of CAs had been higher in the past, with about 43 
reported in early 2013. From 2013 onwards, some 29 CAs 
departed, some through resigning, more, often by removal by 
the ISSMGE for non-payment of annual contributions. This 
removal of CAs included most of the companies who had 
gained one year free CA membership by exhibiting at the Paris 
2013 conference. There has been some rebuilding through 
attraction of new CAs, but not sufficient to offset the lost 
members.  
 
A snap poll in January 2016 of the President, Secretary, and 
CAPG/ Board Liaisons came up with the following direction:  

 Total number of CAs in the ISSMGE to be greater 
than 60; and 

 A representative distribution worldwide is preferable, 
but for various reasons this might not be achievable. 

 
We are therefore at 50% of the desired target.  
 
Potential reasons for departures, and difficulties in attracting 
new Corporate Associates are 

 Difficulty in getting approval, or paying the annual 
fees; 

 Difficulties in identifying who within the company 
are interested in being part of the ISSMGE, and also 
can make or influence payment of fees. Usually we 
have to deal with accounts or administrative staff;  

 Some country geotechnical societies (affiliates of the 
ISSMGE) have indicated they will not encourage 
their corporate members to be CAs of the ISSMGE – 
there is a fear that this will reduce local society’s 
earnings; and 

 Recruitment of CAs is not able to be consistently 
pursued, nor is there a mechanism for such activities. 
As a result, recruitment rates are quite low, in single 
digit per year, while attrition rates can run to double 
digit in some years, as was encountered in 2014 and 
2015.  

mailto:kim.chan@ghd.com
http://www.issmge.org/corporate-associates/listing
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In response to our learnings, we have arrived at the following 
ways of working: 

 We do not promise potential or existing Corporate 
Associates any particular financial incentives (e.g. to 
attend conferences and the like). This is outside the 
control of the ISSMGE; 

 We only request that the potential Corporate 
Associates join the ISSMGE because they wish to be 
associated closer with the ISSMGE, and not because 
they can offset their cost of registration by some other 
ISSMGE subsidy; 

 We now invoice our Corporate Associates early in the 
calendar year, and request prompt payment. We will 
remind them early in the calendar year; and 

 We will not allow the situation to occur where 
Corporate Associates logos are displayed for months 
(and indeed years) on the ISSMGE web site, while 
they are not financial with the ISSMGE.  

 
Our assessment is that the strict new rules are having effect and 
are of a more equitable nature for those Corporate Associates 
who pay their contribution on time. A limited number of CAs 
who were removed from the list have re-joined as CAs, which 
is encouraging.  
 
However, the target of 60 or more corporate associates will not 
be achieved by the above measures alone. We are probably now 
in a better position to attract new CAs for two important 
reasons: 

 the potential interests in the global survey created by 
the CAPG/ TOC might generate increased interests in 
companies to join the ISSMGE; and 

 The improved web site and visibility of the Corporate 
Associates on the web site might also be an important 
inducement for companies to join the ISSMGE. 
 

3  THE WORK OF CREATING THE GLOBAL SURVEY 

After the Paris 2013 conference (September 2013), the CAPG 
core group approached the President and Board of the ISSMGE 
with a proposal to work towards improving the understanding 
of the State of the Art (SOA) and State of Practice (SOP) in 
geotechnical engineering. A copy of the proposal can be found 
on the ISSMGE website, under downloads. The President and 
the Board quickly accepted the proposal, and the core group 
began its work in early 2014.  
 
At that time, our intention was to conduct a survey with about 
30 of the more influential companies in the world, assuming 
that their views would be a reasonable reflection of the general 
state of affairs. Much of our work in 2014 was therefore 
focussed on identifying suitable influential companies and 
attempting to create interest in them for participation in the 
survey. This work was quite hard, and with the limited amount 
of resources of the CAPG core group, progress was very slow.  
 
In late 2014, the core group decided to think about how to 
develop the survey questions (assuming that somehow, we will 
interest sufficient companies to answer the survey). In this, we 
achieved an important breakthrough with the introduction to the 
CAPG core group of the Chair of the Technical Oversight 
Committee (TOC), Pierre Delage. Pierre was very helpful in 
being the pivotal contact with all the Technical Committees 
(TCs) of the ISSMGE, and we were able to start to engage in 
regular communications with all the TCs.  
 
As a result, a mini survey on the SOA and SOP was issued to 
all the TCs in January 2015. With the assistance of Pierre 

Delage, we received an astonishing response, with 25 of the 32 
TCs responding within one month. Encouraged by the response 
and the answers to the survey, the CAPG obtained permission 
from the ISSMGE to hold a breakout session on this subject at 
the ISSMGE European Conference in Edinburgh. The break out 
session, held on the 16th September 2015, attracted quite a 
number of interested participants, and produced a great deal of 
insights. One subject in particular, knowledge of knowledge, 
took prominence at the break out session and was the subject of 
an article by the international journal, Ground Engineering. In 
essence, many participants felt that in effect, that in global 
geotechnical engineering, there is certainly some disconnect 
between the research activities being undertaken by academia 
and the way practitioners carry out their day to day work. 
 
In 2016, the CAPG core group went to work in developing a 
format for creating survey questions. This was more difficult 
than initially envisaged, particularly in communicating with all 
the technical committees that they need to carefully consider the 
“hot issues” in their field and ask questions that will help the 
geotechnical community to appreciate the “gaps” between state 
of the art and state of practice. The final list of questions that 
we have been able to post on the global survey is great credit to 
all of the TCs who eventually completed the setting of the 
questions, and to all who were involved in the process (both in 
the CAPG, TOC and TCs).  
 
The last piece of the puzzle was completed with the selection of 
SurveyMonkey as the tool for hosting the survey questions. The 
hard work of Sam Mackenzie in bringing order into disorder in 
this matter is gratefully acknowledged, and without Sam’s 
leadership the current survey would not have been able to be 
launched as planned. 
 
Responses to the global survey were healthy, totaled over 
1,300, and were received from over 70 countries, showing 
healthy interest in the state of the art and state of practice in 
geotechnical engineering.  
 
 
4  ATTRACTING NEW CORPORATE ASSOCIATES 

The CAPG has struggled to attract new members (and retain 
exiting CAs) possibly due to the lack of “relevance” to the 
companies. There is deep respect for the brand of the ISSMGE 
and for closer association. Nonetheless, CA did not offer 
anything that many companies felt were “must have” benefits.  
 
The CAs who are now members of the ISSMGE are there 
because of deeply held believe and trust that association and 
support of the ISSMGE goes beyond simple economics.  
 
Success of the global survey can act to change all this, for the 
following reasons, 

 CAPG has been instrumental (with significant support 
and help from TOC and the TCs) in bringing about a 
tool that shines some light on how people engaged in 
geotechnical activities relate to many aspects of 
geotechnical engineering, at a granular level that has 
not been possible before. All of the CAs can feel 
proud of this achievement, and be associated with the 
success of the global survey; 

 We can build on the global survey (once the 
responses are received and analysed), to start 
providing insights to the various TCs and to the 
ISSMGE. Many companies will find being close to 
this level of current knowledge of help in their 
commercial practice; and 
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 Should the ISSMGE feel the success of the global 
survey warrants repeating of the survey periodically 
(e.g. before ISSMGE conferences in 2021, 2025 etc.), 
then CAs will have a stronger profile of their brand in 
association with such a regular survey. 
 

Finally, we are also trialing out a scheme of enlisting a small 
team of “influencers” to promote in one on one discussions, the  
ISSMGE to potential companies and encourage them to become 
new CAs. This approach has already brought in some 
encouraging initial success with DAR group and Centre for 
Geotechnical and Railway engineering of the University of 
Wollongong joining as CAs. 

5  CAPG WORK FROM MAY TO SEPT 2017 

The CAPG is committed to enhancing the ISSMGE offering to 
the Corporate Associates as well as the geotechnical profession. 
Our activities from now to the Seoul conference in September 
2017 will include the following: 
 

 Providing the results of the survey in a reasonably 
accessible format to the various technical committees 
for their individual processing, and receiving their 
interpreted reports; 

 Preparing a summary report of the survey in readiness 
for the Seoul conference, based both on contributions 
from the TCs and general data acquired through the 
global survey; 

 Arranging a workshop/ exhibition as agreed with the 
president to communicate at the Seoul conference the 
findings of the survey. This will be a joint TOC and 
CAPG initiative; and 

 Continuing with our work on attracting new CAs to 
the ISSMGE, leveraging the success of the global 
survey.  
 
 

Sukumar Pathmanandavel, CAPG Chair, 9th May 2017 
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1  INTRODUCTION 

Under the presidency of Professor Roger Frank effective from 

September 2014, a new Awards Committee (AWAC) was 

formed and approved by the Board of the ISSMGE. In order to 

maintain continuity between the previous AWAC and this new 

one, the current chairman of AWAC was appointed since he had 

served as a Board level liaison with the previous AWAC. 

Moreover, the secretary was invited to continue to serve as the 

same role in this new AWAC. Other memberships to this 

committee were formed through consultation and nominations 

by regional vice-presidents. The composition of this new 

AWAC consists of representatives from six regions.  

2  MEMBERSHIP AND RESPOBSIBILITIES OF AWARDS 
COMMITTEE 

Committee members: 
 

Chairman: 
Charles W. W. Ng (Hong Kong 
Special Adminstrative Region) 

Secretary Esve Jacobsz (South Africa) 

Regional representatives 

Lidija Zdravkovic (Europe) 

Werner Bilfinger (South America) 

Max Ervin (Australasia) 

Teik Aun Ooi(Asia) 

Kerry Rowe(North America) 

Carlos Quadros (Africa) 

Board level liasion 
Antiono Gens 

Vlasta Szavits-Nossan 

 
The main responsibilities are to work with the ISSMGE Board 

to devise and improve awards guidelines and nomination 

procedures, to coordinate review processes, to conduct review 

of nominations and to make recommendations to the Board for 

consideration and approval. Ad hoc members may be recruited 

to serve on the AWAC, if necessary. 

3  TYPES OF ISSMGE AWARDS 

The ISSMGE offers the following awards to recognise those 

individuals and bodies who have made important contributions 

to our profession, society and the world. Awards will be given 

once every four years  

 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Geotechnical Project Award 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Innovator Award (individual or 

team) 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Member Society Award 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Paper Published in the 

International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories 

Award 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Professional Image Award 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Technical Committee Award 

 ISSMGE Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer 

Awards (up to three awards) 

 
Guidelines for the nomination of the various awards follow 

below. All nominations must be made through the local 
ISSMGE Member Society (except the Outstanding Paper 
Award) and must reach the ISSMGE Secretariat by the deadline, 
which will be announced approximately one year before the 
International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering (ICSMGE) to be held in Seoul, South Korea in 
2017. 

4  PURPOSE AND NOMINATION PROCEDURES FOR 
EACH TYPE OF AWARDS 

4.1  ISSMGE Outstanding Geotechnical Project Award 

Purpose: To recognize projects that best illustrate superior 

geotechnical engineering skills and represent significant 

contributions to geotechnical engineering progress and society. 

Criteria reflect the importance placed on sustainability while 

continuing to recognize innovative design and construction.  

Any geotechnical engineering project, regardless of its location, 

is eligible, e.g. projects such as tunnels, dams, innovative 

foundation engineering solutions and military projects. 

 

Nomination of candidates: Nominations for the award are 

invited from ISSMGE Member Societies and must reach the 

ISSMGE Secretariat by the announced date.  Member societies 

are encouraged to arrange their own competitions to identify an 

outstanding geotechnical project which can then be nominated 

for the ISSMGE award.   

 

The nomination package should include:  

 A cover letter, signed by the nominator (Chairman of the 

ISSMGE Member Society), introducing the nominated 

project.  

 A written motivation, not more than five pages in length, 

to address the following: 

(i) Originality and innovation – new or innovative 

application of technology, design, materials, 

process/methods and construction;  

(ii) Resourcefulness in planning and solving design 

challenges – (a) complexity of the problem or 

situation addressed, (b) creativity in solutions;  

(iii) Sustainability considerations – (a) environmental, 

(b) social, (c) economic;  

(iv) Project planning and delivery – (a) financing, budget 

and schedule, (b) meeting the client’s needs 

particularly related to budget and schedule 

adherence; 

mailto:charles.ng@ust.hk
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(v) Contribution to the well-being of people and 

communities, including aesthetic value; 

(vi) Photographs, design drawings, figures, sketches as 

applicable. 

4.2  ISSMGE Outstanding Innovation Award (individual or 
team) 

Purpose: The ISSMGE Award for Innovation in Geo-engineering 

is awarded to an individual ISSMGE member or groups of 

ISSMGE members (researchers, consultants and contractors) in 

recognition of innovations in Geo-engineering that have a 

pronounced impact on geo-engineering practice, research and 

education.  The term “innovation” is used broadly to describe 

any major, unprecedented achievements that led to a major 

advancement in our profession. Examples include: 

 

 The development of a theory or a design approach that 

has pronouncedly affected our understanding of earth 

materials or design methods for geotechnical 

infrastructure.  

 The invention of a technique or a technology that has 

significant applications in field or laboratory 

investigations or measurements.  

 The successful implementation of an unprecedented 

construction technique that has a sustained impact in 

geotechnical construction. 

 Other outstanding innovations or approaches (e.g. 

development of software, internet technologies) that 

impact the practice or education of the Geo-engineering 

profession worldwide.  

 

Nomination of candidates: ISSMGE Member Societies are 

invited to nominate important contributors in their respective 

fields.  Nominations are limited to one per Member Society for 

the award.  The nomination package should include the 

following: 

 

 A cover letter, signed by the nominator, indicating the 

person/parties nominated and the name of the award 

(Outstanding Innovator).  

 A written motivation, not more than two pages in length, 

which should include reference to the supporting evidence 

of distinguished accomplishments (technical papers, etc.) 

by the nominee. 

 The nominee’s CV (up to 5-pages) or biographical 

information.  In case of a group of individuals, CVs for 

all individuals should be provided if judged applicable by 

the nominator. 

 Three letters of recommendation. 

4.3  ISSMGE Outstanding Member Society Award 

Purpose: To recognise the most outstanding ISSMGE Member 

Society. Criteria for evaluation relate to extent of the society’s 

activities, given the number of members and the rate of progress 

and advancement. These activities could include: 

 

 Conferences and workshops supported by the local 

Society and/or endorsed by ISSMGE in the past 4 years. 

 Encouragement given by the Member Society and 

recognitions for its members in terms of awards and 

honours. 

 Contributions to ISSMGE Technical Societies through 

member participation. 

 Contributions to the advancement of science and 

technology through publications by the members in 

scholarly journals and conferences. 

 Any other information representing the contributions by 

the Society, including those that have made an impact on 

community welfare and safety (e.g. affected by natural 

hazards). 

 In judging the nominations, emphasis will be placed on 

growth in achievements or new and recent developments. 

 

Nomination of member societies: Nominees for these awards 

are individual member societies. Member Societies are invited 

to nominate themselves by submitting a brief submission (not 

more than two pages) addressing the above. The necessary 

supporting documentation should accompany the nomination. 

Nominations must reach the ISSMGE Secretariat by the 

announced date. 

4.4  ISSMGE Outstanding Paper in the International Journal 
of Geo-Engineering Case Histories Award 

Purpose: To recognise the most outstanding paper published by 

an ISSMGE member in the International Journal of Geo-

Engineering Case Histories.  

 

Nomination of candidates: The two best papers published in 

the International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories 

(IJGCH) during the past four years (2013-2016) are selecte

d by the IJGCH Editorial Board. The IJGCH will be requ

ested to nominate two papers and send the nominations to 

the ISSMGE Secretariat who will relay them to the ISSM

GE Awards Committee. 

4.5  ISSMGE Outstanding Professional Image Award 

Purpose: The ISSMGE Outstanding Professional Image Award 

in Geo-engineering is awarded to any individual or organization, 

preferably from outside the ISSMGE Society, who contributed 

outstandingly in promoting geotechnical engineering and 

showing its importance as a profession in life.   

 

Nomination of candidates: ISSMGE Member Societies are 

invited to nominate candidates for this Award.  Candidates 

would be public relations individuals or organization, author of 

any geotechnical contribution that has made an impact within or 

through the news, media, internet, and/or the general public. 

Nominations are limited to one per Member Society. 
Nominations must reach the ISSMGE Secretariat by the 
announced date. 

The nomination package should include the following: 
 

 A cover letter, signed by the nominator, indicating the 

person/organization/parties nominated and the name of 

the award (Outstanding Professional Image).  

 A written motivation, not more than two pages in 

length, which should include reference to the 

supporting evidence of distinguished accomplishments 

(advertisement, movie, promotion, documentary, 

activity or innovative approach) by the nominee, with a 

copy of that accomplishment if applicable (printout, 

CD, USB, etc.). 

 The nominee’s CV (up to 5-pages) or biographical 

information.  In case of a group of individuals, CVs 

for all individuals should be provided if judged 

applicable by the nominator.  An organization can 

submit one qualification document that describes it and 

its activities with the CVs of key personnel as deemed 

applicable by the nominator. 
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4.6  ISSMGE Outstanding Technical Committee Award 

Purpose: To reward an ISSMGE Technical Committee in 

recognition of one or more of the following achievements: 

 

 Conducting work in solving geo-engineering problems 

that are within the Technical Committee’s sphere of 

activity. 

 Finding effective solutions to important theoretical geo-

engineering problems. 

 Effectively enhance current geo-engineering practice 

through up to date and innovative solutions concerning 

guidelines, standards, technologies, laboratory methods or 

recommended laboratory apparatus. 

 Providing education and training with emphasis on 

current geo-engineering issues.  

 

Nomination of technical committees: Award nominations for 

particular committees are to be submitted to the ISSMGE 

Secretariat by the announced date by the chairs of the ISSMGE 

Member Societies who wish to nominate for this award.  The 

nomination package should include the following: 

 

 A written motivation, not more than two pages in length, 

which should include relevant attachments (publications, 

patents, reviews, confirmations of implementation, etc.) 

concerning the subject of the award. 

 Information regarding active participation in conferences, 

seminars, workshops as well as other meetings 

concerning the Technical Committee’s work which is 

presented in such a way as to document and confirm that 

the Technical Committee’s outstanding activities entitle it 

to an award. 

 Information as regards to the organising of conferences, 

seminars and other types of meetings concerning the 

Technical Committee’s activities since the last 

quadrennial ISSMGE conference (regular meetings, 

internet conferences, etc.). 

 Demonstration of the effectiveness of organisational 

meetings for scientific, engineering, educational and 

training purposes. 

4.7  ISSMGE Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer 
Awards (up to three awards) 

Purpose: The aim of the ISSMGE Outstanding Young 

Geotechnical Engineer Award is to acknowledge the 

contribution of young members to the profession and to the 

society. The award will be given in recognition of achievement 

during the four-year period preceding the year of the award. 

The ISSMGE Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer Award 

will be presented up to three individuals who have made 

outstanding contributions to the practice or research in 

geotechnical engineering through their contribution to one or 

more research or industrial projects. There would be a 

maximum of 3 awards made every 4 years, which are presented 

at the ICSMGE. The awards each amount to a cash prize of 

£1,000. The nominations would be evaluated holistically based 

on contributions to any or several of the following criteria: 

 

 Geotechnical project development and construction;  

 Research contributions in the geotechnical community; 

 Involvement in national and international geotechnical 

societies; and  

 Publications and education in the geotechnical discipline. 

 

Nomination of candidates: The awards will be given to 

ISSMGE young members who are less than 36 years of age on 

31 December of the year of the quadrennial ICSMGE 

conference. One nomination may be made by each member 

society, which should include the following: 

 

 A written motivation, not more than two pages in length, 

clearly explaining why the candidate is deserving of this 

award, provided by the candidate’s current organization 

and endorsed by the member society. 

 The nominee’s one-page CV. 

 

Nominations must reach the Secretary General by the 
announced date. 

Candidates will be evaluated by the ISSMGE Awards 
Committee in consultation with the ISSMGE Young Members 
Presidential Group (YMPG) and the finalists will then be 
recommended to the Board for final decision. 

5  ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES 

To avoid any potential conflict of interests, five sub-committees 

responsible for different types of awards were formed to assess 

the suitability and quality of nominations and to make 

recommendations to the AWAC for considerations. All 

contributing members are listed as follows (*Ad hoc members): 

 

Sub-committee chairs: 

 Ir Max Ervin (Australia) 

 Professor Esve Jacobsz (South Africa) 

 Professor Kerry Rowe (Canada) 

 Professor Lidija Zdravkovic (UK) 

 Professor Dimitrios Zekkos (USA)* 

 

Sub-committee members: 

 Dr Dennis Becker (Canada)* 

 Dr Werner Bilfinger (Brazil) 

 Professor Jon Bray (USA)* 

 Dr Johnny Cheuk (Hong Kong)* 

 Dr Peter Day (South Africa)* 

 Professor Russel Green (USA)* 

 Professor Mark Jaksa (Australia) * 

 Professor Mike Jamiolkowski (Italy)* 

 Dr Zachieh Moh (Chinese Taipei)* 

 Dr T.A. Ooi (Malaysia) 

 Professor K.K. Phoon (Singapore)* 

 Professor Pedro Pinto (Portugal)* 

6  AWARDS APPROVED BY THE BOARD 

Based on the recommendations made by each sub-committee 

and the AWAC, the Board deliberated them and approved the 

following awards at the Board meeting held on 19th March 

2017 in Beirut, Lebanon: 

 

 One ISSMGE Outstanding Member Society award 

 One ISSMGE Outstanding Paper in the International 

Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories award 

 One ISSMGE Outstanding Technical Committee award 

 Three ISSMGE Outstanding Young Geotechnical 

Engineer awards 

 
The award ceremony will be held during a plenary session at 

the 19th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering in September 2017 in Seoul, Korea. 
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Appendix 8: Report on the Activities of the Professional Image Committee 
 

Sherif Wissa Agaiby, Professional Image Committee  

ISSMGE Professional Image Committee (PIC), Chair,  

  

 
 
1  INTRODUCTION 

This report provides information PIC membership, charge, and 
activities during the past few months. The Professioanl Image 
Committee members are listed below. 
 
Amr F. Elhakim, PhD 
Assistant Professor 
Soil Mechanics and Foundations Research Laboratory 
Cairo University, Giza 
Egypt 

Bogireddy Chandra 
PhD Research Scholar, 
Applied Mechanics Department, 
S. V. National Institute of Technology 
Ichchhanath, SURAT-395 007, Gujarat, INDIA. 
India 
 
Edyta Malinowska, PhD 
Professor, Warsaw University of Life Sciences 
Warsaw 
Poland 
 
Gang Zheng, PhD 
Professor of Geotechnical Engineering 
Dean of School of Civil Engineering  
Vice President 
Chinese Institution for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
Tianjin University 
P.R.China 
 
Hoe I. Ling, PhD 
Professor 
Columbia University, New York City 
USA 
 
Jie Han, Ph.D., PE, Fellow of ASCE 
Professor 
The University of Kansas 
Department of Civil, Environmental, and Architectural Engineering 
Learned Hall, 1530 W. 15th Street, Room 2150 
Lawrence, Kansas 66045 
USA 
 
Professor Mark B. Jaksa, PhD 
Professor of Geotechnical Engineering 
Vice-President (Australasia), International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
School of Civil, Environmental and Mining Engineering 
The University of Adelaide 
South Australia  5005 
Australia 
 
Roger Estephan, PhD 
Director of Geotechnical and Heavy Civil Engineering 
Dar Al-Handasah (Shair and Partners) 
Beirut 
Lebanon 
 

 
 
Sherif Wissa Agaiby, PhD 
Director of Geotechnical and Heavy Civil Engineering 
Dar Al-Handasah (Shair and Partners) 
Smart Village, Giza 
Egypt 
 
Christian Moormann Univ.-Prof. Dr.-Ing. habil.  
IGS Institut für Geotechnik  
Universität Stuttgart 
Pfaffenwaldring 35 
D-70569 Stuttgart 
Germany 
 
Valérie BERNHARDT 
Managing Director 
Vice President of the French Society for Soil Mechanics  
and Geotechnical Engineering 
TERRASOL 
42/52 quai de la Rapée 
CS 71230 
75583 Paris Cedex 12 
France 
 
Walter I. Paniagua 
Pilotec 
Mexico 
 
Riaz Bhanbhro 
PhD student 
Luleå University of Technology 
Sweden 
 
Wei F. Lee, Ph.D. 
Vice General Manager, 
Ground Master Construction/ MICE Engineering Consultants 
Taipei, Taiwan 
 
2  PIC RESPONSIBLITIES 

This section is extracted from the PIC Charge as approved by 
ISSMGE board. The task of PIC consists of being the link 
between ISSMGE and the general public. The activities of the 
ISSMGE Professional Image Committee will include: 
 

Objective 1: Website 

An educational and informative website will be created, as a 
reference to anybody who wants to know what geotechnical 
engineering is.  The website will use simple definitions and 
explanations describing different geotechnical engineering 
aspects and activities, with some pictures, videos and 
animations.  It will be complementing the Wikipedia 
presentation and will include crucial links to many societies and 
associations around the world for the visitor to pursue his quest 
if needed. 
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Objective 2: News media 

a. Identify the best way to interact with the written 
press. 

b. Identify the best way to interact with the television 
media. 

c. Identify how to best interact with film makers and 
special programs such as The Discovery Channel, 
National Geographic, The Science Channel, and so on 
(e.g., documentary on the most impressive 
geotechnical project in the world).  

 

Objective 3: The Public 

a. Identify the best way to interact with the public in 
general (e.g., pamphlets and trifolds on home owners 
geotechnical problems). 

b. Identify the best way to interact with learned 
societies, professional associations, etc. interested in 
geotechnical engineering. 

c. Identify the best way to interact with the schools (pre-
university). 

d. Identify the best way to interact with government 
officials. 

e. Identify advertising agencies which may help in 
enhancing our professional image 

f. Interact with science and engineering museums to 
propose displays. 

 

Objective 4: Disaster response 

a. Identify ways to help our fellow geotechnical 
engineers/ civil engineers when they are subjected to 
natural disasters related to geotechnical engineering. 

b. Identify ways to help the general public when they are 
subjected to natural disasters related to geotechnical 
engineering. 

c. The following is a list of ideas from the ISSMGE 
membership at large : 

d. Offer reduced or free registration to our conferences 
to disaster victims for one year. 

e. Supports RedR - Register of Engineers for Disaster 
Relief (http://www.redr.org.uk). 

f. Open a special fund for disaster victims, raise money 
g. Offer to host families of disaster victims for a while 
h. Develop guidelines for nuclear power plants 

protection against tsunamis. 
i. Develop guidelines on geotechnical aspects of post-

earthquake-disaster activities (investigation, back 
analysis, reconstruction). 

j. Develop guidelines for civilian behavior during and 
after disasters 

k. Organize conferences on what was learned from a 
disaster to help the economy in the city of the 
disaster. 

l. Help educate the public on the risks it faces. Zero risk 
does not exist. 

m. Help raise the quality control of the work in 
developing countries 

n. Provide full support to member societies in need 
(technical support). 

o. Organize groups of volunteers to go to the site of the 
disaster and be technical advisors 

p. Support GEER, the Geotechnical Extreme Event 
Reconnaissance (http://www.geerassociation.org/)  

 
 
 
 

Objective 5: Awards 

An award to be given to an individual who distinguished 
himself or herself in reporting and/or promoting geotechnical 
activities. This is to be coordinated to fit within current 
ISSMGE framework / AWAC.  
 
3  ACCOMPLISHED ACTIVITIES 

The main activities accomplished by PIC are listed herein. 
 

a. Updating the PIC charge for posting on ISSMGE 
website. 

b. Preparing a workable roadmap based on PIC charge. 
c. Production of greeting cards to be used by ISSMGE 

on special occasions to members all around the world.  
d. Production of ISSMGE themed necktie and scarf.  
e. Production of ISSMGE themed bookmarkers.  
f. Production of an Exhibition Card Holder for 

Corporate Members to show their affiliation with 
ISSMGE during events.  

g. Sending a Questionnaire to the national geotechnical 
committees to understand their needs from PIC. 
Replies from 10 national societies have been 
received. 

h. Coordination with the IDC and YMPG committees in 
the production of a mobile application platform. 

i. All productions are available as soft format for 
dessmination to national societies for future use. 

 
4  SUGGESTED FUTURE ACTIVITIES 

Based on the current PIC committee experience, it is proposed 
to work on the following the porposed projects. 
 

a. Prepare cards / posters for school students. 
b. Prepare brochures for school students. 
c. Prepare a story targeted to children and teen agers. 
d. Send questionnaires to VPs to obtain responses from 

a larger number of national societies on various 
ISSMGE matters to gauge needs & expectations as 
well as feedback on already provided activiries & 
seminars. 

e. Translate and sound recording the of the “What is 
Geotechnical Engineering?” movie into different 
languages. 

 
5  LOW MEMBER PARTICIPATION  

a. The low participation of some members in PIC 
activities is one of the difficulties faced during the 
term. This may be partially attributed to using live 
online communication tools (e.g. SKYPE) which may 
not be the most effective means of communication, 
but probably the most convenient. It is recommended 
to have more face-to-face meetings, though this 
would be hard to achieve due to the physical and 
financial burdens. Moreover, it was challenging to 
choose meeting times that would suit all members 
because of time zone differences noting the 
geographic spread of the members. The use of emails 
to exchange ideas could overcome this issue as it is 
not bound by a certain time zone. For example, a 
certain idea could be discussed via emails over a 
specified time period (e.g. one week). 

 
b. It is suggested that each national society has an 

anchor member to communicate with and that every 
continent has at least 5 members in the PIC who in 
turn communicate with the national society. 

http://www.redr.org.uk/
http://www.geerassociation.org/
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Appendix 9: INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF GEO-ENGINEERING CASE 
HISTORIES 
 

Dimitrios Zekkos 

Editor of the International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories 

 

 

 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Made this 20th day of June 2017  

Between 
 
 
The International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE), represented by: 
Professor Roger Frank, President  
Ecole Nationale des Ponts et Chaussées  
6 et 8 avenue Blaise Pascal  
F-77455 Marne-la-Vallée cedex 2, France  
E-mail: roger.frank@enpc.fr 
(hereinafter called “the Society“) on the one part 
 
And 
 
ELXIS SA, represented by: Professor Dimitrios Zekkos, Partner of ELXIS SA  
Dimitressa Str. 7-9  
Athens, Greece 
E-mail: zekkos@geoengineer.org  
(hereinafter called “the Publisher”) for himself and his successors in business, on the other part. 
 
WHEREAS the Society and the Publisher want to formalise their ongoing collaboration on the publication of 
the International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories hereinafter called “the Work”. 
 
THEREFORE, the following is agreed between the parties:  
 
1. The Publisher shall publish the Work in Open Access. 
 
2. The Publisher will retain full ownership of and full financial responsibility for the publication of the Work. 
 
3. The work will be formally known as “ISSMGE International Journal of Geoengineering Case Histories”. 
 
4. The Editor in Chief will be selected jointly by the Board of the Society and the Publisher. The Editorial 

Board will be selected by the Editor in Chief and approved by the Board of the Society. 
 
5. The Editor in Chief will be responsible for the scientific aspects of the publication of the Work that include 

the solicitation, submission, and review process of the manuscripts submitted to the Work. 
 
6. The Society will endeavour to promote and encourage contributions to the journal through its members. 
 
7. The Editor in Chief will produce a report for each meeting of the Board of the Society. This report will 

have to be approved by the Board of the Society. 
 
8. The Publisher retains the right to explore new financing schemes for the journal as long as the Work 

remains Open Access and the Society approves them. 
 
9. Should the Publisher face difficulties which would affect the operation of the Work including financial 

difficulties, or need to transfer ownership, the Society will be given the opportunity to provide specific 
proposals to eliminate these concerns.  

 
10. The Society may retract its endorsement of the Work, if the Publisher proceeds with a decision that does 

not have the Society’s endorsement.  
 
 
 

 
 
The Society  The Publisher  
 
Professor Roger Frank Professor Dimitrios Zekkos  
President of ISSMGE Partner of ELXIS SA. 
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Appendix 10 : ISSMGE Foundation – Report to Donors 
. 

 

Neil Taylor 

Secretary General) 

 

 

THE ISSMGE FOUNDATION 

A charitable incorporated organisation (CIO)) associated with 
the International Society For Soil Mechanics And Geotechnical 
Engineering. 

Charity Commission of England and Wales no. 1153795 

TRUSTEES: 

Professor Jean-Louis Briaud, Professor and Holder of the  
Buchanan Chair, Texas A&M University, USA 

Professor Michael C.R. Davies,  Pro Vice Chancellor, 
University of Sussex, UK 

Professor R. Neil Taylor, Professor in Geotechnical 
Engineering, City University London, UK 

1  OBJECTIVE 

The concept of the ISSMGE Foundation dates back to 
September 2009, when Professor Jean-Louis Briaud, the newly-
elected President of the International Society for Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE) in his 
acceptance speech to the ISSMGE Council Meeting 
(Alexandria, Egypt), introduced his vision of a foundation that 
would enable geotechnical engineers from around the world to 
make better use of resources that may otherwise be inaccessible 
to them. These resources would include participation in 
conferences, attending knowledge development courses, etc., 
with a view to enhancing the awardees own education and 
professional formation and, as a result, their contribution to 
society at large. In short, and as stated in the Foundation 
constitution, its objective is “the advancement of education 
andeducational training in the field of geotechnical engineering 
and its applications for the public benefit”. 

In September 2013, The ISSMGE Foundation achieved 
charitable status and was entered onto the Register of Charities 
of the Charity Commission of England and Wales, with the 
Registered Charity Number 1153795. 

2  STRUCTURE AND MANAGEMENT 

The ISSMGE Foundation currently has three trustees: Professor 
Jean-Louis Briaud, Professor Michael C.R. Davies, and 
Professor R. Neil Taylor, all three of whom have been heavily 
involved in the Foundation since its inception and all contribute 
to decisions concerning the granting of awards. In the future 
and as the Foundation develops, the Trustees may find it 
necessary to name additional trustees. The new trustees may be 
recruited from the ISSMGE Membership, from its own (past) 
beneficiaries, or from other independent institutions, depending 
on the needs arising and skills and experience required to 
consolidate the activities of the Foundation. 

Professor Taylor is also in charge of the day-to-day 
management; the ISSMGE Foundation does not have salaried 
staff members. Administrative support is provided by the 
ISSMGE itself. 

3  ACTIVITIES 

The purpose of the Foundation is to award grants to applicants 
who fulfil the requirements as specified below. 

3 .1  Procedure for awarding grants 

The financial assistance is in the form of a bursary which the 
successful applicant can use to pay registration costs, travel 
and/or accommodation expenses. Applicants are strongly 
encouraged to become members of their national geotechnical 
societies, and subsequently of the ISSMGE. 

The following procedure has been developed to assess 
applications for ISSMGE Foundation bursaries: 

a. Applications can be submitted four times yearly (at 3-
month intervals) on a standard form, to the Secretary 
General of ISSMGE; 

b. These applications are sent to the trustees (Professor 
Jean-Louis Briaud, Professor Michael Davies, and 
Professor Neil Taylor); 

c. The  trustees assess the applications of the basis of 
the following criteria: 

i. Demonstration of need; 
ii. Quality of the activity; 

iii. Cost-sharing; 
iv. Potential impact of the activity on the career 

progress of the individual and of his or her 
Member Society. 

d. Decisions are made and communicated normally 
within three weeks following the application round. 

e. After the successful applicant has completed his/her 
nominated activity, they provide a written report to 
the Trustees on the benefits that they and their Society 
have gained from the award of the bursary. 

The criteria and procedure described above were established 
in February 2014, though may be modified when considered 
necessary. 

To date (June 2017), there have been a total of 138 
applicants with 111 awards approved at a success rate of 80%.  
Of these, 81 bursaries (in total £64,369) have been paid with a 
further 30 due when the applicants have completed their 
activities. Some of this funding took place in the early days 
through the ISSMGE, prior to the Foundation achieving 
charitable status. 

A full list of awardees is attached, and their reports are 
available to read on the ISSMGE website at: 
http://www.issmge.org/en/issmge-foundation/recipients-
reports. . 

3 .2  American Fund for Charities 

In April 2014, the ISSMGE Foundation successfully applied to 
become a member of the America Fund for Charities (AFC - 
http://www.americanfund.infoThe AFC is a US 501(c)(3) non-
profit organisation which allows donations from US taxpayers 
to be tax deductible to the extent allowed by US Law.  . 

http://www.issmge.org/en/issmge-foundation/recipients-reports
http://www.issmge.org/en/issmge-foundation/recipients-reports
http://www.americanfund.info/
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4  FINANCES AND FUND RAISING 

Funding for the ISSMGE Foundation is generated from 
companies and individuals who concur with the objectives of 
the Foundation. The funding levels are as follows: 
 
• Diamond: $50,000 and above 
• Platinum: $25,000 to $49,999 
• Gold: $10,000 to $24,999 
• Silver: $1000 to $9,999 
• Bronze: $0 to $999 
 

The names of the donors are recognized with the 
corresponding levels on the ISSMGE web site under the page 
dedicated to the ISSMGE Foundation, in the ISSMGE Bulletin 
on the page dedicated to the ISSMGE Foundation. They are 
also be recognised at International Conferences on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. A full list of donors 
is attached to this report. 

As reported previously, at the meeting in Paris in September 
2013, the ISSMGE Council agreed that the annual surplus over 
the society’s cash balance of £500,000 (allowing for suitable 
index linking) should be transferred to the Foundation. Thus 
once the ISSMGE Accounts for 2015 were completed and 
inspected (in June 2016), the ISSMGE President (Roger Frank), 

the Chair of the Finance and Budget Committee (Mark Jaksa) 
and Secretary General (Neil Taylor) agreed a donation to the 
ISSMGE Foundation of £118,000.  

Cash reserves at the end of 2016 were £406,695 (at the end 
of 2015 they were £298,664), as per audited accounts, extracts 
attached.  Currently, the Board is considering awards to the 
value of approximately US $2000 (c. £1,630) 

5  IMPACT OF ISSMGE FOUNDATION ACTIVITIES 

It is clear that the financial assistance provided by the ISSMGE 
Foundation has started to have a very positive impact on the 
individuals receiving the bursaries and consequently on their 
Member Societies. 

As awareness of the awards becomes more widespread 
among our Member Societies, the number of applications has 
increased.  We expect the number of applications to rise with 
the approach of the next International Conference, and the 
associated Young Engineers’ Geotechnical Conference (both in 
Seoul, in September 2017). 

The ISSMGE Foundation is fulfilling its objective of 
providing financial help to geotechnical engineers throughout 
the world who wish to further their knowledge and practice 
through activities which they could not otherwise afford. 

 
Table 1. Number and value of awards (GBP k) per country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proportional Distribution of Value of Awards 
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6  DONORS 2009 - PRESENT 

DIAMOND - $50,000 and above 
• International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering 
• Mrs Janet and Professor Jean-Louis Briaud 

 
PLATINUM - $25,000 to $49,999 
 
GOLD - $10,000 to $24,999 

• International IGM s.a.r.l 
• Geo-Institute of ASCE 
• Japanese Geotechnical Society  
• Chinese Institution of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering 
• Korean Geotechnical Society 
• Comité Français de la Mécanique des Sols et de 

Géotechnique 
 
SILVER - $1000 to $9,999 

• Professor John H. Schmertmann 
• Deep Foundations Institute 

• Yonsei University 
• California Geotechnical Engineers Association 
• Professor Ikuo Towhata 
• Chinese Taipei Geotechnical Society 
• Professor Zuyu Chen 
• East China Architectural Design & Research Institute Co. 

Ltd 
• ISSMGE TC Ground Improvement (TC211) 
• Professor Askar Zhussupbekov 
• ISSMGE TC Forensic Geotechnical Engineering (TC302) 
• Professor Yoshinori Iwasaki 
• Mr Clyde N. Baker, Jr. 
• Professor Hideki Ohta 
• Professor Eun Chul Shin 
• Professor Tadatsugu Tanaka 
• ARGO-E (Geoengineer.org) 

 
BRONZE - $0 to $999 

• Professor Mehmet T. Tümay 
• Nagadi Consultants (P) Ltd 
• Professor Anand J. Puppala 
 

7  AWARDEES 2009 - PRESENT 

Name Country Event 

Imen Said Tunisia Int Conf Env Geotech, New Delhi, Nov 2010 

Juan Ayala Chile 5Int Conf Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, Santiago 

Mauricio Andrés Jara Ortiz Chile 5Int Conf Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, Santiago 

Pablo Antonio Gacitúa Cárcamo Chile 5Int Conf Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, Santiago 

Nadeej Hansaraj Priyankara Sri Lanka 14th Asian CSMGE, Hong Kong, May 23-27, 2011 

Gilberto Quevedo Sotolongo Cuba Pan-Am/CGS 2011 

Yoermes González Haramboure Cuba Pan-Am/CGS 2011 

Nurgul Alibekova Kazakhstan Russian Geotechnical Conference 

Zoran Berisavljević Serbia Standard Course on Computational Geotechnics, Netherlands 

Faith Etunem Osegi Nigeria 3AYGEC, Cairo 16-18 November 2012. 

Ching Hung United States 7th Asian YGEC (Sept 2012) 

Ogbodo Munachiso Nigeria 3AYGEC, Cairo 16-18 November 2012. 

Erdi Myftaraga Albania 7th Asian YGEC (Sept 2012) 

Baribeop Kabari Nigeria 3AYGEC, Cairo 16-18 November 2012. 

Mohsin Usman Qureshi Pakistan 7th Asian YGEC (Sept 2012) 



Proceedings of the 19
th
 International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

Name Country Event 

Abir Mejri Tunisia 3AYGEC, Cairo 16-18 November 2012. 

Abdolreza Osouli United States Geo-Congress Conference 2013, March 3-6, San Diego, CA 

Mohamed Elbyhagi Elfadil 

Mohamed 

Sudan 3rd Int Conf  Geotech Engineer, Tunisia, 21-23 February, 

2013 

Marcos Alexis MONTORO Argentina 5iYGEC’13 

Heba KAMAL Egypt 18ICSMGE 

Olsi KORETA Albania 5iYGEC’13 

Ani KOSHO Albania 18ICSMGE 

Ghassan Akrouch Lebanon 18ICSMGE 

Stacey Tucker United States 18ICSMGE 

Sergey Poklonsky Ukraine 5iYGEC’13 

Assem ISSINA Kazakhstan 5 IYGEC 

Layal MADDAH Lebanon 5 IYGEC 

Hai Minh NGUYEN Vietnam 18 ISCMGE 

Serge Aurelian B. NYOGOG Cameroon 18 ISCMGE 

Suganya KUPPUSAMY India 18 ISCMGE 

Jeanne F. TSALA NOMO Cameroon 18 ISCSMGE 

Yelbek UTEPOV Kazakhstan 5 IYGEC 

Miloš Marjanović Serbia 5iYGEC’13 + 18ICSMGE 

Juan Ayala Chile 5iYGEC’13 + 18ICSMGE 

Aleksej Aniskin Ukraine 5iYGEC’13 + 18ICSMGE 

Rakotomalala Lucie Madagascar 18ICSMGE 

Abdou Xaadir GAYE SENEGAL 5iYGEC’13 + 18ICSMGE 

Menzer Pehlivan, TURKEY 18ICSMGE 

Talal Awwad Syria 18ICSMGE 

Sam Divall United Kingdom 8th Int Conf Physical Modelling in Geotechnics (TC104) 

Perth, Australia 

Ali Albatal Yemen 3rd International Symposium on Cone Penetration Testing 

(CPT'14), May 12-14, 2014 - Las Vegas, Nevada, USA. 

Andre Archer South Africa 8th Int Conf Physical Modelling in Geotechnics (TC104) 

Perth, Australia 

Renjitha Mary Varghese India Geo-Congress 2014, Atlanta, USA, 23-26 February 2014. 

Prashanth Vangala India Geo-Congress 2014, Atlanta, USA, 23-26 February 2014. 

Amarnath Hegde India Geo-Shanghai 2014 May 26-28 

Dmitry Karpenko Ukraine 23 EYGEC Barcelona 2014 

Irina Zavarzina Ukraine 23 EYGEC Barcelona 2014 

Sherif Abdelsalam Egypt COBRAMSEG 2014 

Sabrime Boubaker Tunisia COBRAMSEG 2014 

Mohsin Usman Qureshi Pakistan 7th ICEG 

Charles Magbo Nigeria COBRAMSEG 2014 

Gustavo Bogado Argentina XIV Colombian Geotechnical Conference and IV South 

American Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference 

Manju GS India 10th INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 

GEOSYNTHETICS, 10ICG 2014 

Sampurna Datta India 7th ICEG 

Naveen, BP India 30th International Conference on Solid Waste Technology 

and Management 

Djibri Traore Burkina Faso 16ème congrès de la géotechnique Tunisia 

Joost van der Linden Netherlands Engineering Mechanics Institute Conference 2015 

Maciej Ochmanski Poland VI International Symposium on Deformation Characteristics 

of Geomaterials  -Nov 2015 

Arvind Kumar Jha India 16ECMSGE 

Jason Le Masurier United Kingdom 5th International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety and 

Risk (Oct 2015) 

Ani Kosho Albania 16 ECMSGE - Edinburgh 

Olga Areshkovych Ukraine EYGEC 2015 - Durham, and 16 ECSMGE Edinburgh 

Mouhamadou Moustapha Ndiaye Senegal 16ème congrès de la Géotechnique du 27 Avril au 2 Mai, 

Tunisie 

Mbengue Amar Senegal 16ème congrès de la Géotechnique du 27 Avril au 2 Mai, 

Tunisie 

Anna Shidlovskaya Russian Federation XVI ECMSGE 

Emoke Imre Hungary XVI ECMSGE 
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Name Country Event 

Akhila Manne India XV Asian Conf SMGE 

Muttana S. Balreddy India XV Asian Conf SMGE 

Ehsan Jorat United Kingdom "15th Pan-American Conference on Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering (XV PCSMGE) - Nov 2015" 

Sanaa Kaddam Sudan 4 African YGEC, Morocco Nov 2015 

AK Sharma India 17th Nordic Meeting 

David Marx South Africa 2 month stay at the Univ Cambridge Geotec and 

Environmental Research Group 

Suguang Xiao United States 1st International Conference on Energy Geotechnics 2016, 

Kiel Germany, August 2016 

Mandeep Raj Pandey India Geo-Chicago 2016 

Iryina Mieshkova Ukraine 25th European Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conference, 

Aug 2016, Sibiu Romania 

Bambang Setiawan Indonesia Course: Using ambient vibration techniques for site 

characterisation, seismic microzonation and buildings 

Diana Marques Portugal 3rd International Conference on Transportation Geotechnics. 

Josefina Urrutia Chile VII Simpósio Brasileiro e V Conferência Sul-Americana de 

Engenheiros Geotécnicos Jovens 

Nizar Rahme Syria 8th Asian Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference, Astana, 

Kazakhstan 

Sanelisiwe Buthelezi South Africa 6th European Geosynthetic Congress, 25-28 September 2016, 

Ljubljana, Slovenia 

Suarabh Singh India Workshop on advances in laboratory testing and modelling of 

soils and shales, Switzerland 

Zoran Berisavljevic Serbia EUROCK 2017 

Lucy Wu United States 19ICSMGE & 6iYGEC 

Mohamed Sobhey Egypt 6iYGEC 

Muhammad Elsherbiny Egypt 6iYGEC 

Sethilkumar Vadivel India 4th World Landslide Forum (WLF4 2017) 

Sergii Tabachnikov Ukraine 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Gaurav Tiwari India GEO-RISK 2017: Geotechnical rick from theory to practice 

Ahmad Kahiel Lebanon 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Will Beresibo Nigeria 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Geetha Manjari Kanchi India GEO-RISK 2017: Geotechnical rick from theory to practice 

Aswin Lim Indonesia 19 ICSMGE 

Ketan Bajaj India 3rd Int Conf on Performance-based design in Earthquake 

Geotechnical Engineering 

Godfrey Jaja Nigeria 6th International Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conference 

(iYGEC6) 

Mohamed Elbyhagi Elfadil 

Elgazoli 

Sudan Second International Symposium on Coupled Phenomena in 

Environmental Geotechnics (CPEG2) 

Ardita Malaj Albania 19 ICSMGE 

Tiago Dias Brazil 19 ICSMGE 

Menal Zaheer Pakistan 19 ICSMGE 

Shakmov Zhanbolat Kazakhstan 19 ICSMGE 

Man Yui Chung Hong Kong 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Pinom Ering India 19 ICSMGE 

Gabor Nagy Hungary 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Istvan Kadar Hungary 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Daniel Avutia South Africa 19 ICSMGE 

Besian Xhagoli Albania 19 ICSMGE 

Ahmed El-Orabi Egypt 19 ICSMGE 

Ani Kosho Albania 19 ICSMGE 

Andras Mahler Hungary 19 ICSMGE 

Celeste Jorge Portugal Georisk 2017 

Zoltan Ban Hungary 6iYEGC + 19 ICSMGE 

Denise Boadu Ghana 6iYGEC 
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8  ISSMGE FOUNDATION ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 

(AS SUBMITTED TO THE CHARITY COMMISSION) 
 

   HSBC 
    
   £ 

RECEIPTS    
    

Donations   70,000 
Interest   266 

    
Total   70,266 

    
    

EXPENDITURE    
    
    

Awards   11,489 
Bank charges   315 

    
Total   11,804 

    
    
    

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)   58,462 
    
    
    

Cash balance at 31st December 2014   240,202 
    

Cash balance at 31 December 2015   298,664 
 

9  ISSMGE FOUNDATION ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2016 

(AS SUBMITTED TO THE CHARITY COMMISSION) 
 

   HSBC 
    
   £ 

RECEIPTS    
    

Donations   118,309 
Interest   311 

    
Total   118,620 

    
    

EXPENDITURE    
    
    

Awards   10,445 
Bank charges   144 

    
Total   10,589 

    
    

Net Income and net movement    
In funds for the year    108,031 

    
    
    

Cash balance at 1st January 2016   298,664 
    

Cash balance at 31 December 2016   406,695 
 
 

10. SUPPORT THE ISSMGE FOUNDATION 
The ISSMGE Foundation was created in 2010 to provide 

financial help to individual ISSMGE members who wish to 
further their geotechnical engineering knowledge and enhance 
their practice by participation in various ISSMGE approved 
activities which they may otherwise not be able to afford.  
Examples of these activities are attendance at conferences and 
participation in continuing education events. 

To SUPPORT the ISSMGE Foundation, please follow the 
link for “information for Donors” on: 

http://www.issmge.org/issmge-foundation/donors-list  

Alternatively, please contact the ISSMGE Secretary General 
at: secretary.general@issmge.org  

All Donors are listed and arrangements have been put in 
place for US taxpayers.  

The ISSMGE Foundation 
c/o ISSMGE 
City, University of London 
Northampton Square 
London EC1V 0HB 
UK 
 
Tel: +44 20 7040 8154 
Email: secretary.general@issmge.org 

http://www.issmge.org/issmge-foundation/donors-list
mailto:secretary.general@issmge.org
mailto:secretary.general@issmge.org
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Roger Frank 

President, ISSMGE 

 

International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
 

Conferences, Symposia and Workshops endorsed by the ISSMGE 

 
Including 

 

Publication and Open Access Policy 
 

 
1 Introduction 

The ISSMGE is the pre-eminent professional body 
representing the interests and activities of 
Engineers, Academics and Contractors all over the 
world that actively participate in geotechnical and 
geo-environmental engineering. It has a long-
standing tradition of involvement in conferences, 
symposia, workshops and other meetings to provide 
forums for discussion on a wide range of topics of 
direct relevance to the geotechnical engineering 
profession.  

The ISSMGE recognizes that the availability of 
high quality scientific and technical publications is of 
paramount importance for the advancement of the 
geotechnical engineering profession.  Readers 
should have access to the widest possible range of 
content that is openly shared to enable the most 
effective research, study, teaching, and practice of 
geotechnical and geo-environmental engineering 
and associated fields of application.  

The optimum and preferred situation for the 
Profession is the sustainable open access of all 
geotechnical engineering publications produced for 
events endorsed by the ISSMGE.  The ISSMGE 
has made an institutional commitment to the 
availability of high quality scientific and technical 
material to the Profession through its own resources 
and outreach channels, including the ISSMGE 
website and its databases. 

The ISSMGE is noted as being involved with 
conferences of high quality which is signified by the 
use of its logo on publicity material associated with 
events. Accordingly, it is expected that all events 
endorsed by the ISSMGE will adhere to the 
guidelines on conference organisation as set out in 
this document. 

2 Publication policy, open access and 
copyright 

The ISSMGE strives for open access policy for all 
publications under its auspices.  The result is the 
open access of all International Conference 

proceedings since 1936.  The ISSMGE wishes to 
continue this policy for all ISSMGE endorsed 
events.  The wide availability of high quality 
scientific and technical publications is restricted by 
publication procedures, costs and copyrights.  The 
three main players (Author, Publisher and Geo-
profession) may have conflicting interests in the 
publication dissemination process. The primary 
interests are outlined in Appendix A.  This leads on 
to Appendix B which provides a recommended 
publication agreement between authors and 
publishers. 

3 Endorsement of conferences and the use 
of the ISSMGE logo 

The organisers of various geotechnical 
conferences, symposia and events may wish to 
make use of the ISSMGE logo for publicity 
purposes and quality assurance. The circumstances 
under which the ISSMGE logo may be used are 
described in Appendix C. 

4 Conference organisation 

The ISSMGE has a long-standing reputation of 
delivering high quality conferences dedicated to the 
advancement of geotechnical engineering and 
involving many of its members who contribute to the 
ISSMGE Technical Committees that are very well 
established within the geotechnical community. This 
combined extensive experience has led to the 
general guidelines on conference organisation given 
in Appendix D.



 

 

Appendix A: Publishing and Open-Access policy 
 
A1 Introduction 

The sometimes conflicting interests in the 
publication and dissemination process are: 
 
Author 

 Retain full copyright to published material 

 Review of manuscript prior to publication  

 Inclusion of the publication in recognized 
databases of scientific literature 

 Partial re-use of his/her published information 
in subsequent publications 

 Widespread dissemination of manuscript 

 Ability for others to use excerpts of published 
information such as figures, tables or text at 
no cost and without administrative burden 

 
Publisher 

 Obtain complete and exclusive copyright to 
publication 

 Limit cost for producing publications 

 Restrict free access to information 
(commercialization) 

 Sale of publications (books, journals etc.) in 
printed and - increasingly also - electronic 
format  

 Avoid duplicate publication 
 
Geo-profession 

 High quality of publication assured by review 
process 

 Ensure open access to the publication 

 Limit cost for producing publications 

 Limit cost for acquiring publications 

 Limit cost for open access of publications 

 Avoid duplicate publication 
 
This document outlines the open access and 
publishing policy of the ISSMGE and provides 
guidelines for publications.  
 
A2  Rights of Author 
 
The rights of Author(s) are intended to help in their 
academic and professional work and are subject to 
the following conditions: 

a. these rights may not be used for commercial 
purposes; 

b. these rights should not be used in a way that 
involves duplicate publication that will 
compete with the Publisher’s own 
publications. 

 
Ownership of the copyright contained in the 
Manuscript (“the Material”) remains with the 
Author(s). It is the right of Author(s) to re-use part of 
their Manuscript in other works they create without 
permission from the other parties, provided the 

original publication is acknowledged through a note 
or citation.  
 
A3  Publishing conditions 
 
The Author(s) retain(s) copyright, but assign(s) the 
Publisher the exclusive right to publish the Material, 
and to negotiate with the organizing committee of 
an ISSMGE-endorsed event open access to the 
Material. 

The substantial investment made by the 
Publisher in protecting and enhancing the quality of 
the content is recognised. It is necessary, therefore, 
to impose the following conditions on the use of 
published Material. 
 
A3.1 Re-use of Material by Author(s) 
 
In assigning publication permission, the right of the 
Author to use parts of his/her Material elsewhere 
are retained provided the original publication is 
acknowledged through a note or citation.          
Figures, tables, and other limited extracts may be 
used without permission as long as they represent 
less than 20 % of the new work.  However, 
republishing the whole article, or a substantial part 
of it, requires the permission of the Publisher.  
 
The Publisher shall maintain a firm policy against 
duplicate publication unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  
 
A3.2 Re-use of Material by Others 
 
The re-use of three figures, tables or text extracts 
less than 100 words in length by third parties is free 
of charge and permitted without the Author’s or 
Publisher’s permission. In all cases the original 
publication is acknowledged through a note or 
citation. 

All requests to reproduce or re-use the whole or a 
substantial part of the Material in another 
publication will be conditional upon the Authors’ 
consent and subject to the Publisher’s approval. 
The party seeking permission will be instructed to 
write to the Publisher and to obtain the Authors’ 
consent.  
 
A3.3 Employer as copyright holder 
 
In some cases copyright will be held by the Author’s 
employer. If so, the Publisher requires non-
exclusive permission to deal with requests from 
third parties, on the understanding that any requests 
it receives from third parties will be handled as 
outlined above (i.e., the author and not the author’s 
employer will be asked to approve the proposed 
use). 

An employer may use material from the Material 
in reports and elsewhere, but must not republish the 
whole article or a substantial part of it without 
permission. 



 

 

Appendix B:  Sample Agreement 

Exclusive Publication Agreement  
 

Publisher:  

Publication Title:  

Article Title:   

Article reference no:   

 
Corresponding Author’s name and address:  
 

 

 

 

 
1.  Statement of rights and acceptance of 

conditions of publication by the 
Corresponding Author on behalf of all 
authors of the article 

 
The Author(s) hereby asserts to be identified as the 
Author(s) of the Work. 

The Author(s) warrant(s) that the Manuscript is 
based on his/her/their original work, that the 
Manuscript has not been published before, and is 
not currently under consideration for publication 
elsewhere, and that it contains no libellous or 
unlawful statements and that it in no way infringes 
the rights of others. 

The Publisher is empowered to make such 
editorial changes as may be necessary to make the 
work suitable for publication in printed and 
electronic form. The Corresponding Author will be 
consulted if substantive changes are required. No 
changes to the work may be made after the date of 
first publication, whether in print or digitally, other 
than for gross factual errors, breach of third party 
copyright, or content that is defamatory or otherwise 
unlawful. 

The Author(s) retain copyright, but assigns the 
Publisher the exclusive right to publish the Material, 
and to negotiate with the organising committee of 
an ISSMGE-endorsed event open access to the 
Material. 
 
2.  Assignment of Exclusive Publishing Right 
 
(a)  Name and address of copyright owner 
(Corresponding Author): 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
____________________________________ 
 
(b)  The owner hereby grants the Publisher 
exclusive permission to publish the Manuscript in 
paper, electronic, and facsimile formats, and for 
electronic capture, reproduction, and licensing in all 

formats, in whole or in part, in the original and also 
grants non-exclusive rights to deal with requests 
from third parties.  
 
Signature: __________________________  
 
Date: _______________________________ 
 
 
NOTES 

The Rights of Author(s) and Publishing Conditions 
are detailed in Annex A of the ISSMGE document 
“Conferences, Symposia and Workshops endorsed 
by the ISSMGE including Publication and Open 
Access Policy”.  Excerpts are cited here for 
convenience. 
 
Re-use of Material by Author(s)  

In assigning publication permission, the right of the 
Author to use parts of his/her Material elsewhere 
are retained provided the original publication is 
acknowledged through a note or citation.  Figures, 
tables, and other limited extracts may be used 
without permission as long as they represent less 
than 20% of the new work.  However, republishing 
the whole article, or a substantial part of it, requires 
the permission of the Publisher.  

The Publisher shall maintain a firm policy against 
duplicate publication unless there are exceptional 
circumstances.  
 
Re-use of Material by Others 

The re-use of three figures, tables or text extracts 
less than 100 words in length by third parties is free 
of charge and permitted without the Author’s or 
Publishers permission. In all cases the original 
publication is acknowledged through a note or 
citation. 

All requests to reproduce or re-use the whole or 
substantial part of the Material in another 
publication will be conditional upon the Authors’ 
consent and subject to the Publisher’s approval.  
The party seeking permission will be instructed to 
write to the Publisher and to obtain the Authors’ 
consent. 
 
Employer as copyright holder 

In some cases copyright will be held by the Author’s 
employer. If so, the Publisher requires non-
exclusive permission to deal with requests from 
third parties, on the understanding that any requests 
it receives from third parties will be handled as 
outlined above (i.e., the author and not the author’s 
employer will be asked to approve the proposed 
use).  

An employer may use material from the Material 
in reports and elsewhere, but must not republish the 
whole article or a substantial part of it without 
permission.  



 

 

Appendix C: Geotechnical conferences and 
events making use of the ISSMGE logo 
 
C1 Publicity and use of the ISSMGE Logo 

Conferences endorsed by the ISSMGE are either 
organised “under the auspices of ISSMGE” or 
simply “supported by the ISSMGE”.  They should be 
publicised by using the Society’s logo (below) on all 
publicity, printed material, conference proceedings 
and websites dedicated to the conference. In all 
cases, the ISSMGE strongly recommends that the 
organisers negotiate with the Publisher of the 
proceedings of the event open access to all the 
articles. 

The normal size of the logo is height 3cm and 
width 3.7cm though this can be reduced to up to 
50% provided the aspect ratio is maintained. 
Wording on printed and internet publicity should 
indicate that the conference is organised under the 
auspices of ISSMGE or supported by the ISSMGE. 

The logo can be obtained from the ISSMGE 
Secretariat email: secretariat@issmge.org 
 

 
 
C2 Conferences organised under the 
auspices of ISSMGE 
 
Quadrennial International Conference 

The Quadrennial International Conference is the 
premier conference to the International Society. As 
well as the conference sessions, a number of 
meetings take place during the event including 
those of the ISSMGE Board and Council. Many of 
the ISSMGE Technical Committees will also take 
the opportunity to organise meetings and/or 
workshop sessions. The general organisation is 
covered by the ISSMGE Statutes and Bylaws and 
the venue of the International Conference is 
normally decided by vote at a Council meeting. 
 
Regional Conferences 

There are five Regional Conferences: African, 
Asian, Australia – New Zealand, European and 
Pan-American. These are held on a four-year cycle 
roughly mid-way between successive International 
Conferences. An ISSMGE Council meeting takes 
place at one of these conferences. The conferences 
provide an opportunity to discuss a wide range of 
geotechnical issues, generally with a regional bias. 
Representatives of the Member Societies for the 
region meet during their Regional Conference and 
select the venue for the next conference.  

 
Technical Committee Conferences 

The ISSMGE has a number of Technical 
Committees that coordinate initiatives in specialist 
areas of geotechnical engineering. These 
committees often organise conferences that serve 
to coordinate the dissemination of their findings to 
the wider geotechnical community. The conferences 
may be one-off events though some of the more 
long-standing Technical Committees have 
established conferences held usually on a 3 or 4-
year cycle. 

Note: It is the ISSMGE’s preferred policy that a 
mechanism is identified by the Publisher and the 
organisers of the conference, so that papers 
published in these conferences can be immediately, 
or in the future, become available through 
ISSMGE’s online database of papers.  
 
C2.1 Registration Fees 

ISSMGE conferences are intended mainly to benefit 
the geotechnical community and should be 
organised on a non-profit basis. Conference fees 
should cover the normal expenses including hire of 
an appropriate venue, publication of the 
proceedings, technical visits relevant to the 
conference, provision of appropriate translation 
facilities, some refreshments etc. ISSMGE 
members should be the main beneficiaries of the 
conference and non-ISSMGE delegates should be 
subject to a 10% surcharge on their registration fee. 
Attendance by students and young engineers is to 
be encouraged by provision of a discounted 
registration rate. Details of registration fees etc. 
should be made available as soon as possible in 
advance of the conference. The policy of ISSMGE 
is that there should not be special financial 
conditions such as the required attendance of 
authors at the conference. 
 
C2.2 Remittances to ISSMGE 

A proportion of the registration fee income for the 
International Conference and the Regional 
Conferences provides a source of income for the 
ISSMGE. The percentage of registration fee income 
remitted to the ISSMGE in respect of these 
conferences is set out in the table below: 
 

Conference Percentage of registration 
fee income remitted to 
ISSMGE 

Quadrennial Int’l Conf. 5% 

Regional Conferences 3% 

Technical Comm. Confs 0% (no remittance) 

 
C2.3 Support in kind to ISSMGE 

ISSMGE Officers are often invited to attend the 
Quadrennial International, Regional and Technical 
Committee conferences. It is normal to offer some 



 

 

support in kind, usually in the form of waived 
registration fees. 
 
C2.4 Special arrangements when hosting 
ISSMGE Council and Board meetings 

Council Meetings: These are organised every 2 
years and take place in conjunction with the 
International Conference and one of the Regional 
Conferences. The Council Meeting is normally 
preceded by a Board Meeting.  In addition to the 
provision of a suitable room for the meetings and 
associated facilities etc. it is expected that the 
Conference Organisers will also host the President, 
Secretary General and other officers of the 
ISSMGE. This will normally involve waived 
registration fees and assistance with 
accommodation and should be discussed with the 
Secretary General. 
 
Board Meetings: The Board meets every 6 – 12 
months and meetings are usually held at the venue 
of an ISSMGE event. Conference organisers 
normally host the Board on these occasions and it is 
expected that all Board members will be invited to 
the associated conference and their registration 
fees waived. Normally, some assistance with 
accommodation is provided. Details should be 
discussed with the Secretary General. 
 
C3 Specialist Conferences not organised by 

Technical Committees but with support 
requested from TCs. 

Chairs of Technical Committees are approached 
frequently by international technical groups and 
organisations that organise conferences and 
symposia asking for their support, cooperation and 
involvement. Technical Committee Chairs have no 
authority to “badge” such conferences and all such 
requests must be forwarded to the ISSMGE 
Secretariat for consideration. The Secretary 
General may, after consultation with the ISSMGE 
President, request that the ISSMGE be represented 
on the organising committee for the conference by a 
member (or members) of an appropriate Technical 
Committee. It will be a condition of the support of 
the ISSMGE that it shall be made clear on all 
publicity material, at the conference venue and in 
any printed proceedings, that the meeting is 
supported by the ISSMGE with appropriate use of 
the ISSMGE logo. 

ISSMGE Officers or other prominent individuals 
are often invited to attend these conferences. It is 
normal to offer some support in kind, usually in the 
form of waived registration fees. 
 

C4 Conferences organised by ISSMGE 
Member Societies and FedIGS Sister 
Societies (IGS, ISRM and IAEG) 

ISSMGE Member Societies and FedIGS Sister 
Societies (IGS, ISRM, IAEG and IGS) are permitted 
to use the ISSMGE logo on publicity materials. 
However, permission to do so must first be obtained 
from the ISSMGE Secretariat. The Secretary 
General may, after consultation with the ISSMGE 
President, request that the ISSMGE be represented 
on the organising committee for conferences 
organised by FedIGS Sister Societies as a condition 
of its permission to use the ISSMGE logo. It will be 
a condition of the support of the ISSMGE that it 
shall be made clear on all publicity material, at the 
conference venue and in any printed proceedings, 
that the meeting is supported by the ISSMGE with 
appropriate use of the ISSMGE logo. 

ISSMGE Officers or other prominent individuals 
are often invited to attend these conferences. 
Whenever possible, some support in kind should be 
offered, usually in the form of waived registration 
fees. 

Note: ISSMGE encourages member societies to 
identify a mechanism, so that papers published in 
these conferences can become available through 
ISSMGE’s online database of papers.  
 
C5 Other geotechnical conferences 

Other geotechnical conferences that are approved 
by Member Societies can be supported by the 
ISSMGE with use of its logo on publicity materials. 
The conference organisers need to demonstrate 
endorsement by their Member Society and should 
seek approval for use of the logo from the ISSMGE 
Secretariat. The Secretary General may, after 
consultation with the ISSMGE President, request 
that the ISSMGE be represented on the organising 
committee for the conference as a condition of its 
permission to use the ISSMGE logo. The President 
may consult the Technical Oversight Committee 
(TOC) prior to reaching a decision. It will be a 
condition of the support of the ISSMGE that it shall 
be made clear on all publicity material, at the 
conference venue and in any printed proceedings, 
that the meeting is supported by the ISSMGE with 
appropriate use of the ISSMGE logo. 

ISSMGE Officers or other prominent individuals 
are often invited to attend these conferences. It is 
normal to offer some support in kind, usually in the 
form of waived registration fees. 
 
Appendix D: Conference organisation 
 
D.1 Introduction 

There is a wide range of conferences organised 
“under the auspices of ISSMGE” or “supported by 
the ISSMGE”.  In order for this to have meaning it is 
necessary to adhere to a minimum set of 
requirements as regards the organising committee, 



 

 

any advisory committees, refereeing of papers, 
setting fees, etc. As a general requirement, it is 
expected that most members of advisory and 
organising committees will be members of the 
International Society for Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering. 
 
D.2 Organising Committee 

The conference organising committee takes 
responsibility for the administration, detailed 
organisation and financing of a conference. Thus 
the Organising Committee comprises mainly 
individuals local to the host country. Others may be 
involved, and in particular the organising committee 
should consult with appropriate officers of the 
ISSMGE. For the International Conference, these 
necessarily include the President and Secretary 
General and for the Regional Conferences the 
relevant Vice-Presidents must be involved. The 
organisers of Technical Committee Conferences 
and other specialist conferences should keep 
informed the Vice-President for the Region acting 
as host to a Technical Committee and the Secretary 
General. 
 
D.3 Advisory Committee 

The Advisory Committee is responsible for such 
issues as the technical programme, keynote 
speakers, session leaders etc. For the International 
Conference the committee normally comprises the 
President, the Vice-President of the region in which 
the conference is to be held, the secretary or 
chairman of the Organising Committee for the 
previous International Conference, two members of 
the Organising Committee for the current 
conference and the Secretary General. Comparable 
arrangements should be made in respect of other 
conferences. For example, for the Regional 
Conferences the Vice-Presidents will have a 
primary role though the President may also be 
invited to contribute. For Technical Committee 
Conferences and other specialist conferences some 
members from the relevant Technical Committees 
should be involved.  
 
D.4 Papers 

The strength of ISSMGE conferences lies in the 
quality of the published papers and it is the 
responsibility of the conference organisers to 
ensure that high standards are maintained. It is 
expected that the Abstracts and Papers will be 
reviewed and refereed to ensure that they fall within 
the scope of the conference and are of an 
appropriate standard both in terms of technical and 
presentational quality. The conference organisers 
will need to establish an appropriate team of 
referees who are members of ISSMGE and who are 
knowledgeable of the requirements for the critical 
review of technical literature. For the International 
and Regional conferences, refereeing of Abstracts 

and Papers is normally delegated to the relevant 
Member Societies though it is expected that 
members of Technical Committees will be involved. 
A list of referees involved should normally be 
printed in the conference proceedings. 
 
D.5 Publication 

ISSMGE conferences should result in referable 
technical literature. There must be a clear statement 
in the Preface or in some other appropriate place 
that the published papers have been refereed and 
giving details of the referee process. Publications 
have normally been in the form of printed 
proceedings though alternative forms of publication 
media can be considered provided that the 
proceedings can be available for reference in the 
long-term. A copy of the published proceedings 
must be sent to SGI-line for inclusion in their 
Geotechnical Literature Database. 

The conference organisers should take the 
necessary actions to submit the Conference 
Proceedings for inclusion in recognized databases 
of scientific literature (i.e. ISI Web of Science, 
Scopus) to ensure indexing and enhanced visibility 
of the conference papers. 

The conference organisers should negotiate with 
the publishers of the Conference Proceedings the 
effective implementation of the ISSMGE Open 
Access Policy so that free access to all the papers 
is allowed through an appropriate electronic link or 
through uploading on the ISSMGE website, either 
immediately or at least within a short and defined 
period of time after first publication of the papers. 

The conference organisers should promote and 
encourage the publication of suitable conference 
papers (modified as necessary) in the ISSMGE 
International Journal of Geoengineering Case 
Histories. 
 
D.6 Involvement of Technical Committees 

The Technical Committees perform an important 
function for ISSMGE. The committees have 
members who are both enthusiasts and specialists 
in their area. They meet regularly to exchange new 
ideas on technical developments and to develop 
publications on new guidelines or state-of-the-art 
reports etc. It is therefore expected that key 
Technical Committee members will be involved in 
the organisation and delivery of conference 
sessions that are directly related to their technical 
expertise. 
 
D.7 Involvement of practitioners 

The ISSMGE aims to cater for the needs of all 
members of the geotechnical community. 
Conference organisers are encouraged to ensure a 
balance between the involvement of academics, 
researchers and practitioners in the organisation of 
the conference and in the conference programme.  
The extent of practitioner involvement will vary 



 

 

depending on the nature of the conference.  As a 
guideline, practitioner involvement in general 
conferences should preferably not be less than 25% 
increasing to 50% in the case of practical speciality 
conferences. 
 
D.8 Exhibitors and sponsorship 

It is quite normal for conferences to include a 
technical exhibition related to the theme of the 
conference. This is to be encouraged. Conference 
organisers should recognise that individuals or 
companies paying for exhibition space often 
guarantee the financial viability of a conference. The 
venue for the exhibition should be chosen to be as 
near to the conference halls as practicable and care 
should be taken to ensure that delegates have the 
opportunity and occasion to visit the exhibition. A 
particularly successful arrangement has been to 
organise the coffee breaks etc. within the exhibition 
area. Also, there should normally be an official 
opening ceremony for the exhibition followed by a 
period when delegates can visit the exhibition with 
no other planned conference activities. 
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Appendix 12: Report on the ISSMGE Bulletin (2013 – 2017) 
 

Charles W. W. Ng 

Department of Civil and Environmental Engineering, Hong Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region, charles.ng@ust.hk 

 

 

1  INTRODUCTION 

The Editor-in-Chief – Professor Charles W.W. Ng was 
appointed by the President of ISSMGE, Professor Roger Frank, 
as the Editor-in-Chief of the Bulletin in July 2014. A new 
editorial board was formed subsequently. Due to various 
reasons, a few numbers of board members were replaced. The 
current editorial board members are listed as follows: 
 
 Frank, Roger (Ex-officio) 
 Gomes, Antonio Topa (Editor for Europe) 
 Gonzalez, Marcelo (Editor for South America) 
 Leung, Anthony Kwan (Editor for Europe) 
 Ng, Charles Wang Wai (Editor-in-Chief) 
 Ooi, Teik Aun (Editor for Asia) 
 Rujikiatkamjorn, Cholachat (Editor for Australasia) 
 Sanchez, Marcelo (Editor for North America) 
 Sfriso, Alejo O (Editor for South America) 
 Shahien, Marawan (Editor for Africa) 
 Take, Andy (Editor for North America) 
 Taylor, Neil (Ex-officio) 
 

Members of this editorial board represent the six regions of 
ISSMGE. Many members of the editorial board have made 
significant contributions to the bulletin, especially Marcelo 
Gonzalez, Anthony Kwan Leung, Teik Aun Ooi, Cholachat 
Rujikiatkamjorn, Alejo O Sfriso and Marcelo Sanchez, and the 
President of Young Members’ Presidential Group (YMPG), 
Jennifer Nicks, for their assistance and support to the Bulletin. 

The bulletin is published bimonthly. A total of 17 issues have 
been published since July 2014. The front page of the inaugural 
issue under the new editorial board is given in Appendix, or 
click here for viewing the whole inaugural issue. Each issue of 
the bulletin is open-accessed and can be freely downloaded 
from the following website: 
http://www.issmge.org/publications/issmge-bulletin 

2  THREE NEW FEATURES OF THE BULLETIN 

In addition to the many existing items, the Editor-in-Chief has 
created three new features in the Bulletin to increase the scopes 
of coverage: (i) Research Highlight; (ii) Major Projects; and 
(iii) Young Members’ Arena.  

2.1  Research Highlights 

This new section aims to report on advanced research activities 

and outstanding accomplishments from reputable research 

groups and allows the exchange of ideas and the sharing of 

experience worldwide. Since August 2014, the following 

universities and research institutes have been invited and 

contributed to the bulletin: 

 

 The University of Cambridge (UK) 

 The Queen’s University (Canada) 

 University of Western Australia (Australia) 

 Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya (Spain)  

 Norwegian Geotechnical Institute (Norway) 

 Texas A&M University (USA) 

 Imperial College London (UK) 

 Federal University of Rio Grande do Sul (UFRGS) 

(Brazil) 

 The University of Newcastle (Australia) 

 CERMES at Ecole nationale des ponts et chaussees 

(ENPC) (France) 

 The University of Tokyo (Japan) 

 The National University of Singapore (Singapore) 

 COPPE at the Federal University of Rio De Janeiro 

(Brazil) 

 Georgia Institute of Technology (USA) 

 Hong Kong University of Since and Technology 

(HKUST) (Hong Kong) 

2.2  Major Projects 

This new section is to report on major projects undertaken 

around the world. It enables readers to learn more about 

interesting, technically challenging and significant projects 

worldwide. With the assistance of regional editors, reports on 

major projects have been solicited and published in various 

issues of the bulletin as follows: 

 

 The 10-year Extended Landslip Preventive Measures 

Project in Hong Kong 

 Design and Construction of a Cement Stabilised-Shored 

Reinforced Soil Wall (Sydney Australia) 

 The Chacao Bridge Project (South America) 

 Innovative Foundation Design for Happy Valley 

Underground Stormwater Storage Scheme, Hong Kong 

 Design and Case Histories of Large Deep Excavations in 

Complex Urban Environment in Shanghai (China) 

 Utilisation of Deep Groundwater Barrier Walls using Soil 

Bentonite and Biopolymer Slurries in Geotechnical and 

Environmental Applications (NSW Australia) 

 An Overview of the Geotechnical Damage Brought by the 

2016 Kumamoto Earthquake, Japan 

 Hong Kong Visionary Plan in the Pursue of Rock Cavern 

Development 

 Pilot the Way to Hong Kong’s Urban Underground Space 

Development 

2.3  Young Members’ Arena 

This section aims to provide a voice for our young members to 

share their joys, activities and achievements with our more 

senior members via the bulletin. With the strong support of the 

YMPG, young members have shared their experience and 

accomplishments in a number of issues as follows: 

 

 Geothermal Energy for Heating and Cooling: Full-Scale 

Testing and Numerical Modelling 

 Three Young Faculty receive NSF CAREER Award 

 The International Geosynthetics Society (IGS) 

 Technical Review: Experimental Mechanics at the Grain-

scale in Sand: Recent Work from the Geo-mechanics Lab 

of Grenoble 

mailto:charles.ng@ust.hk
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2014/ISSMGE_BULLETIN_2014_August_Whole.pdf
http://www.issmge.org/publications/issmge-bulletin
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2014/6.Research_Highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2014/1.Research_Highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/dec2014/1.Research_Highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2015/1.Research_Highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2015/2.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2015/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2015/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2015/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2015/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/dec2015/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2016/2.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2016/2.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2016/2.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2016/1a.Research_highlights_NUS.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2016/1b.Research_highlights_UFRJ.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2016/1b.Research_highlights_UFRJ.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2016/3.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2017/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2017/1.Research_highlights.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2014/8.Major_Project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/aug2014/8.Major_Project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2014/6.Major_Project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2014/6.Major_Project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/dec2014/2.Major_Project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2015/4.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2015/4.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/dec2015/2.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/dec2015/2.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2016/3.Major_projects.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2016/3.Major_projects.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2016/3.Major_projects.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2016/1.Major_projects.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2016/1.Major_projects.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2017/2.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2017/2.Major_project.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2017/2.Project_highlight.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/apr2017/2.Project_highlight.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2014/5.Young_Member_Arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2014/5.Young_Member_Arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2015/3.Young_Members_Arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/jun2015/5.Young_Members_Arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2015/3.YMA.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2015/3.YMA.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2015/3.YMA.pdf
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 Analytical Dependence for Calculating of Foundation 

Base Settlement at the Regime for a Long-static and 

Cyclic Loading 

 The 5th Canadian Young Geotechnical Engineers & 

Geoscientists Conference 

3  CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The bulletin belongs to all ISSMGE members. It is an official 

channel of the ISSMGE for its individual members and member 

societies to share experience, exchange ideas, exciting news and 

findings. To improve the quality of the bulletin and to meet your 

needs, please email your suggestions, comments and criticisms 

to the Editor-in-Chief via his e-mail: charles.ng@ust.hk. 

APPENDIX: 

Cover page for the inaugural issue of the ISSMGE Bulletin 

(Aug 2014) 

http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2016/5.Young_member_arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2016/5.Young_member_arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/oct2016/5.Young_member_arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2017/3.Young_members_arena.pdf
http://issmge2014.ust.hk/~issmge/feb2017/3.Young_members_arena.pdf
mailto:charles.ng@ust.hk
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R. Neil Taylor 

Secretary General, ISSMGE) 
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Appendix 14: Proposed ISSMGE Budget for 2017–2021 

Budget proposé de l'ISSMGE pour 2017–2021 
 

 

Mark Jaksa 

School of Civil, Environmental and Mining Engineering, University of Adelaide, Australia, mark.jaksa@adelaide.edu.au 

 

ABSTRACT:  This paper outlines the proposed budget for the next Council period (i.e. 2017–2019) and provides budget forecasts to 
the next ICSMGE in 2021.  The 2017–2019 budget is informed by the audited accounts for 2015 and 2016 included with the 

meeting papers.  The budget again proposes no increase in Member Society Annual Subscriptions. 

 

1  GENERAL 

The ISSMGE budget for the period 2017–2021 is presented in 
Tables 1 and 2 and is based on the 2015–2019 budget approved 
at the Edinburgh Council Meeting in September 2015.  The 
actual amounts for 2015 and 2016 from the audited accounts are 
also presented to inform the budget forecasts for 2017–2021.  
To maintain consistency with previous budgets and with the 
independent auditor’s reports, UK pounds (£) are used. 

As with previous budgets, the overriding rationale for the 
budget is to permit the Society to function, both effectively and 
professionally.  Therefore, the budget should facilitate the 
strategies developed by the President and the Board, together 
with the operational activities proposed by the board level and 
presidential committees. 

2  RECEIPTS (INCOME) 

2.1  Member Society Annual Subscriptions (MSASs) 

Since 2007 the fee structure has been based on a Basic Fee per 
Capita, discounted to allow for low Purchasing Power Parity 
(PPP) and for large Member Societies.  At the 2015 Edinburgh 
Council meeting annual subscriptions were budgeted to increase 
modestly to keep pace with a predicted inflation of 2%.  
However, the Council voted not to increase MSASs.  As a 
result, the MSASs in the 2017–2021 are also budgeted to 
remain static.  The forecast amounts in 2019 and 2021 reflect 
the fact that a greater proportion of fees are received in years in 
which a Council meeting is held. 

2.2  Corporate Associate Subscriptions 

In 2011 the fee for corporate membership of the Society was set 
at US$1,500.  It is assumed that this fee level will not increase.  
The Corporate Associate Subscriptions failed to meet the 2013 
budget target and declined relatively sharply in 2014.  In 2013, 
of the 50 Corporate Associates (CAs), 16 did not pay the 
subscription and in 2014 this increased to 24.  In 2015 and 
2016 the number of CAs increased marginally.  The budget 
reflects a modest increase in Corporate Associate Subscriptions 
in the years 2018 and 2019 and static in 2020 and 2021. 

2.3  Interest 

The predicted revenue from interest is forecast to increase 
slightly. 

2.4  Conference Income 

This item accounts for revenues from registration fees from 
conferences organised under the auspices of the ISSMGE.  As 
a consequence of a Board decision in 2012, the ISSMGE  

mandates that the Member Society organising the International 
Conference (ICSMGE) transfer 5% of the registration fee 
income to the ISSMGE and 3% of the Regional Conference 
registration fee income.  Prior to this all conferences held 
under the auspices of, or supported, by the ISSMGE were 
expected to pass on a proportion of the registration fee to the 
Society.  Conference income is, therefore, only expected in the 
years when the International and Regional Conferences take 
place. 

3  EXPENDITURE 

3.1  Secretariat 

3.1.1   Secretary General 
Support for the Secretary General is based on the May 2010 
proposal from the British Geotechnical Association to host the 
secretariat.  A modest increase is forecast which subsequently 
remains static over the 4 budgeted years. 

3.1.2   President 
Administrative support and associated expenses are allocated to 
the President.  Please note that this budget does not include the 
costs of additional support that might be provided to the 
President by their host Member Society or from other sources. 

3.1.3   Conference support 
Includes support to Regional Young Geotechnical engineering 
conferences.  Additional funding to support the 7th 
International Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conferences is 
included in 2021. 

3.1.4   List of members 
The compilation of an annual list of members has proved to be 
problematic and it has been decided that the list will no longer 
be produced. 

3.1.5   Kevin Nash Gold Medal and prizes 
Provision is made for the award of the Society’s Gold Medal 
and prizes at the 20th International Conference for Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering in 2021. 

3.2  Travel expenses 

Provision is made for a modest annual increase in the normal 
budget for Board travel to account for inflation.  At the Board 
meeting held in Beirut in March 2017, it was agreed that an 
additional allowance be allocated to the Chairs of Board level 
committees (i.e. AC, CAPG, TOC, IDC, PIC, YMPG) to assist 
them to defray some of their travel expenses.  An amount of 
£18,000 p.a. is allocated for this purpose. 
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Table 1.  ISSMGE Budget 2015–2019 Approved at Edinburgh Council with Actuals 

 
2015 2016 2017* 2018* 2019* 

 
Budget Actual Budget Actual Budget Budget Budget 

RECEIPTS (INCOME) £ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Member Society Annual Subscriptions  240,000   227,964   188,000   214,453   240,000   188,000   245,000  

Corporate Associate Subscriptions  22,000   28,500   25,000   26,431   28,000   30,000   32,000  

Interest  2,500   2,528   2,500   2,256   2,500   2,500   2,500  

Conference Income  15,000   3,549   5,000   22,776  20,000   10,000   10,000  

TOTAL INCOME  279,500   262,541   220,500   265,916   290,500   230,500   284,500  

EXPENDITURE 

    

   

Secretariat 

    

   

President part time support  19,100  –  19,600   315   20,200  20,600   21,000  

Secretary General support  41,400   43,249   42,600   46,547   43,800  44,700   45,600  

Office expenses – President  5,200  –  5,300   5,300   5,400  5,500   5,600  

Office expenses – Secretariat  3,000   2,909   3,000   973   3,500   3,500   4,000  

Secretary General   23,300   23,300   24,000   24,000   24,800  25,300   25,800  

Conference support  5,000  –  6,000   6,000   20,000  6,000   6,000  

List of Members – – – – – – – 

Kevin Nash Gold Medal – – – –  3,500 – – 

Prizes – – – –  5,000 – – 

Sub total  97,000   69,458   100,500   83,135   126,200  105,600   108,000  

Travel Expenses 

    

   

President  15,000  –  15,500   15,500   16,000  16,500   17,000  

Secretary General  11,000   5,831   11,500   10,894   12,000  12,500   13,000  

Board members  36,000   28,875   38,000   35,268   40,000  42,000   44,000  

Sub total  62,000   34,706   65,000   61,662   68,000  71,000   74,000  

Audit Fees & Bank Charges  3,000   3,836   3,000   4,123   3,000 3,000 3,000 

Corporation Tax  1,000   501   1,000   506   1,000 1,000 1,000 

Information Technology (web site) 

    

   

Licensing fee/web maintenance  11,000   8,039   12,000   7,964   13,000  14,000   15,000  

Future developments –  6,768  – –  5,000  5,000   5,000  

Sub total  15,000   19,144   16,000   12,593   18,000  19,000   20,000  

Other Activities 

    

   

International Seminars (e.g. travel)  5,000  –  5,000  –  5,000  6,000   7,000  

FedIGS meeting travel  2,200   3,541   2,500   2,464   2,500   3,000   3,000  

Initiatives  5,000   2,543   5,000   4,678   5,000  5,000   5,000  

Webinars  6,000   3,233   6,000   24,950   6,000  7,000   7,000  

Contingency  5,000  –  5,000  –  10,000  3,000   5,000  

Sub total  23,200   9,317   23,500   32,092   28,500  24,000   27,000  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  197,200   132,625   205,000   189,482   244,700  223,600  233,000  

     

   

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 82,300  129,916  15,500  76,434  45,800 6,900 56,500 

     

   

TRANSFER TO ISSMGE FOUNDATION 72,076  70,000  5,072  118,000   35,300  0 41,100 

     

   

CASH BALANCE 

    

   

Cash balance at 1 January   511,189   617,661   521,413   677,574   532,000   542,500   549,400 

Cash balance at 31 December  521,413   677,575   531,841   636,006   542,500   549,400  564,500  

*:  Budget approved at Edinburgh Council Meeting, September 2015. 

 

3.3  Information technology (web site) 

3.3.1   Licensing fee/web maintenance 
In 2012 hosting of the website was transferred to 
Geoengineer.org from Webforum.  Provision for the 
maintenance fee payable to Geoengineer.org is included in the 
budget. 

3.3.2   Future developments 
Provision for upgrades to the website (or other IT 
developments) is made to fund initiatives proposed by the 
President and Board. 

3.4  Other activities 

3.4.1   FedIGS meeting travel 
Provision is made to support travel expenses for the President 
(or Immediate Past President) and Secretary General to attend 
meetings of the FedIGS Board. 

3.4.2   Initiatives 
Provision is made for unspecified initiatives that may be 
developed by the Board. 

3.4.3   Webinars 
An annual fee for Elxis to arrange video streaming services via 
the ISSMGE website is included.  The previous Board decided 
that these costs should be absorbed by the Society rather than 
passed on to members.  Therefore the budget does not contain 
a credit in respect of fees for members to access this service. 

3.4.4   Contingency 
Provision is made for a modest contingency to account for 
unforeseen circumstances. 
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Table 2.  ISSMGE Proposed Budget 2018–2021 

 2018 2019 2020 2021 

RECEIPTS (INCOME) £ £ £ £ 

Member Society Annual Subscriptions  200,000   240,000   200,000   240,000  

Corporate Associate Subscriptions  30,000   32,000   30,000   32,000  

Interest  2,200   2,500   2,200   2,200  

Conference Income  20,000   10,000   10,000   10,000  

TOTAL INCOME  252,200   284,500   242,200   284,200  

EXPENDITURE     

Secretariat     

President part time support  20,600   21,000   21,000   21,000  

Secretary General support  48,000   49,000   49,000   49,000  

Office expenses – President  5,500   5,600   5,700   5,800  

Office expenses – Secretariat  3,000   3,000   3,200   3,200  

Secretary General   25,300   25,800   25,800   25,800  

Conference support  6,000   6,000   6,000   20,000  

List of Members – – – – 

Kevin Nash Gold Medal – – – 4,000 

Prizes – – –  5,000  

Sub total  108,400   110,400   110,700   133,800  

Travel Expenses     

President  16,500   17,000   17,000   17,000  

Secretary General  12,500   13,000   13,000   13,000  

Board members  40,000   40,000   42,000   42,000  

Board level Chairs  18,000   18,000   18,000   18,000  

Sub total  87,000   88,000   90,000   90,000  

Audit Fees & Bank Charges  3,000   3,000   3,000   3,000  

Corporation Tax  1,000   1,000   1,000   1,000  

Information Technology (web site)     

Licensing fee/web maintenance  9,000   9,000   10,000   10,000  

Future developments  5,000   5,000   5,000   5,000  

Sub total  18,000   18,000   19,000   19,000  

Other Activities     

International Seminars (e.g. travel) – – – – 

FedIGS meeting travel  3,000   3,000   3,000   3,000  

Initiatives  8,000   8,000   8,000   8,000  

Webinars  7,000   7,000   7,000   7,000  

Contingency  3,000   5,000   3,000   5,000  

Sub total  21,000   23,000   21,000   23,000  

TOTAL EXPENDITURE  234,400   239,400   240,700   265,800  

     

SURPLUS/(DEFICIT) 17,800  45,100  1,500  18,400  

     

TRANSFER TO ISSMGE FOUNDATION  20,000   45,000   5,000   20,000  

     

CASH BALANCE     

Cash balance at 1 January   650,006   647,806   647,906   644,406  

Cash balance at 31 December  647,806   647,906   644,406   642,806  

Blue text: Indicates entries that have been amended with respect to the budget approved at the Edinburgh Council  

Meeting, September 2015. 

 

4  TRANSFER TO ISSMGE FOUNDATION AND CASH  
   BALANCE 

Consistent with the practice of the previous Board, it is 
considered prudent to maintain the Society’s reserves (i.e. 
Cash Balance) at £500,000, as at 2013 and adjusted annually  

for inflation.  Consistent with previous budgets and in order 
to maximise benefit to ISSMGE members, annual surpluses 
in excess of the adjusted £500,000 are proposed to be 
transferred to the ISSMGE Foundation.  The amount 
transferred to the Foundation in any given year is contingent 
on the financial outcome of the Society in that year. 
 




