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Your Name:  
Imad Alainachi 
 

Your Organization: 
University of Ottawa, Ottawa, 
ON, Canada 

Date of report: 
Nov. 29, 2019 

Conference Title: 
XVI Panamerican Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Cancun, Mexico 

Dates of Conference: 
17-20 Nov. 2019 

What you learned: 
The conference was focused on innovative researches, lesson learned and challenges of in 
geotechnical engineering, such as field and laboratory testing, physical and numerical 
modelling, soil and rock mechanics, natural hazards and earthquake engineering. In addition 
to different geotechnical applications (inshore and offshore) such as excavation, tunnelling, 
foundations, embankments and retaining structures. As well as the geotechnical education 
and many other geotechnical topics. Numerous researchers and experts from different 
regions around the world shared their knowledge and experience in this conference. As a 
PhD student working the dynamic behaviour of soils undergoing cementations especially in 
mining areas, this conference enriched me with guidance on improving my research skills. 
Moreover, it was great opportunity to represent my institute and present part of my PhD 
research in such high-level conference and to receive feedback from the experts. Another 
great benefit I have gathered from participating in this conference is the opportunity to 
meet and network with colleagues, senior professors, practising and professional 
geotechnical engineers, which may open the door for me for future collaboration and career 
development. 
It is also worth to say that beside the technical benefit, this opportunity allowed me to see 
Cancun for the first time in my life and enjoy the beauty of the ocean and the beautiful 
nature in this part of the world.     
 

People you met:   
It was really great opportunity to meet, discuss and network with several professors and 
professionals, including: 

• Dr. Dharma Wijewickreme, University of British Colombia, Canada 

• Dr. Ross Boulanger, University of California, USA 

• Dr. Abuzar Saderkarimi, Western University, Canada 

• Dr. Lino Manjarrez, Golder, Tucson, USA 

• John Wolosick, Hayward Baker Inc., USA 

• Leticia Bernal, ECODSA group, Mexico 

• Aletia Zavala, IGZA, Mexico 

• Paul Bryden, Geoslope, Calgary, Canada. 

•  

• And many other people. 
 



 

 

Main features of conference:   
Although there were some issues in the registration process in the first day of the 
conference, it is worth to say that this conference was well organised. The wide range of 
topics, perfectly chosen keynote lectures, and technical discussions make the conference 
very rich in information and technical knowledge. Also, the instant translation English- 
Spanish and Spanish-English) service that was provided in the conference attracted several 
researchers to attend various of sessions without being afraid of not understanding.  Posters 
were presented neatly, and the exhibitions were available almost all the time during the 
conference duration. 

Your comments on the conference:  
The conference was organized very well, keynotes lectures and technical sessions were 
arranged in timely manner. Coffee breaks, lunches were perfectly organized to allow 
participant to have nice, warm and friendly (technical and general) discussions. The wide 
range of topics and technical sessions were perfectly chosen and scheduled in harmonized 
manner. Organization committee and volunteers were very friendly, helpful and available 
all the time. The instant translation of most of the sessions was beneficial and provided 
very well from technical point of view. It is also worth to say that the organization 
committee selected a great convention centre at which the conference was held. The 
session rooms were suitable and well arranged (despite some minor issues of sound 
isolation lack between rooms). As well as the great location and nice city of the 
conference.  
In this opportunity I would like to express my great thanks and appreciation to the ISSMGE 
foundation for their financial support to attend this conference.     

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
 
The XVI Panamerican Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was 
organized by the International Society of Soils Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
(ISSMGE) and the Mexican Society of Geotechnical Engineering (SMIG), and was held at 
the Convention Centre of the Iberostar Hotel, in Cancun, Mexico between the 17th and 
20th of November, 2019. 
Before the conference starting day, 11 pre-conference technical lectures were conducted 
in different topics, as well as the networking events and welcome cocktail.    
The conference began with the opening ceremony and the 9th Authur Casagrande Lecture 
presented by Gabriel Auvinet Guichard, at which a case study of the geotechnical 
engineering application in spatially variable soft soils in Mexico City was discussed. After 
word, the conference proceeded with 19 technical sessions with side range of geotechnical 
topics, which were distributed in three sessions periods during each of the conference three 
days.  
In the middle of the first day, Dr. Charles Ng (President of the ISSMGE) conducted his lecture 
on the interplay between ecology and unsaturated soils. Also, the second and third day of 
the conference were opened up with discussion of the history and future of partnership 
between the industry and academia, presented by Mary Ellen and Juan Pailun (conference 
co-chairs).  
In the beginning of each technical session, a related keynote lecture was presented followed 
by around 7 to 8 technical presentations presented by professors, graduate students and 
professional geo- practitioners from different parts of the world.   



 

 

I was proud to have the opportunity to present part of my PhD research in the morning of 
the second day (November 19, 2018) answer some questions and get feedback from other 
colleagues and senior professors. 
The conference was ended in Wednesday evening by the closure ceremony and gala dinner. 
 
Finally, I would like to express my great thanks and appreciations to the ISSMGE foundation 
for helping me to attend this famed and high-level conference.       

  



 

 

Photographs from Conference:   
 
  
 
 
 
            
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During the 2nd day opening session    Instant translation services 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In front of the exhibition center During my presentation (thanking the ISSMGE) 

for their support 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Large scale shaking table test 
From one of the technical sessions  In the lobby of the convention center 
 

 


