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What you learned: 
 
As a doctoral student, it was a great learning experience to attend the conference. The 

conference comprised of varied events which included annual lectures, plenary and technical 

sessions. During technical sessions, presentations were give on varied themes which included 

Railway Geotechnics, Computer Geotechnics, Deep Foundations, Geosynthetics, Ground 

Improvement, Environmental Geotechnics, Unsaturated Soil Mechanics, Sustainability in 

Geotechnical Engineering and Bio-Geotechnics.  

The annual H. Bolton Seed lecture was delivered by the recipient Prof. Bruce Kutter, who 

presented on the topic “Open Issues about Soil Liquefaction from a Perspective Including 

Physical Model Tests”. The lecture gave insights into the different modelling tests currently 

being adopted to address the issue of soil liquefaction. The Annual Mercer Lecture was 

presented by this year’s recipient Prof. Kerry Rowe. The lecture was on the topic 

“Geosynthetics for construction on soft foundation soils”. Prof. Rowe gave a detailed 

explanation for various case studies over a timeline of forty years. He detailed the progress 

made during the course of time in the field of geosynthetics. He concluded the lecture with 

the numerical modelling studies related to the application of geosynthetics in the field of 

geotechnical engineering. Indeed, it was a great learning experience to gain thoughtful inputs 

from the lecture. The Annual Terzaghi Lecture was presented by this year’s recipient Prof. 

Ed Cording. The lecture was on the topic “Observing and Controlling Ground Behavior 

during Tunneling”. During the course of the lecture, Prof. Ed Cording explained in detail 

many case studies related to tunnelling which spanned over 50 years. Every case study was 

inspirational in its context and the level of engineering expertise invested in addressing the 

manifold issues in the execution of tunnelling projects. The last lecture of the conference i.e., 

Ralph B. Peck lecture was presented by this year’s recipient Prof. Anand Puppala. The topic 

of the lecture was “Problematic Soils: Characterization Challenges, Innovative Solutions and 

Novel Monitoring Methods”. The topic of the lecture is of great relevance to my institute 

which has been built over the problematic soils (expansive soils). The presentation included 

the laboratory, field and modelling studies related to addressing the problems posed by 

expansive soils. Among the Innovative solutions, the usage of photogrammetry and drone 

technology caught the interest of the audience.  

Further, the exhibitors at the conference showcased their product with a briefing on the 

novelty of the principle involved in their design. Exhibitors were encouraged by the fact that 

many budding researchers like me were intrigued by their products. Indeed, visiting the 

exhibitor stalls was a thought-provoking experience which reflected the current status of 

market needs in geotechnical engineering stream. Further, the conference provided me the 

opportunity to interact with many young researchers and doctoral students like Alena 



 

 

Raymond (University of California, Davis), Prince (Texas A&M university), Sharat Chandra 

Congress (Texas A&M university) and Masrur Mahedi (Iowa State University) and Belal 

Hossen (University of Maine).We exchanged ideas and feedback relevant to our doctoral 

research work. 

Lastly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to the ISSMGE Foundation for their grant 

which enabled me to successfully attend the conference. 

People you met:   
Attending the conference gave me the opportunity to meet many professionals, academicians 

and researchers. I have interacted with the following people: 

1) Derrick D. Dasenbrock, Conference Chair (Minnesota Department of 

Transportation,USA) 

2) Prof. Jason Dejong ( University of California Davis,  USA) 

3) Prof. Ilang Chang, (UNSW, Australia) 

4) Prof. Depanjan Basu (University of Waterloo, Canada) 

5) Prof.Anirban De (Manhattan College, USA) 

6) Prof. Nazli Yesiller (Director, Global Waste Research Institute, California, USA) 

7) Ms. Alena Raymond (University of California, Davis, USA) 

 

Main features of conference:   
 
Geo-Congress 2020: Vision, Insight and Outlook was held in Minneapolis from February 

25th to 28th. The four days of conference included short courses, annual lectures. On the 

whole, there were four Annual lectures and more than 350 technical papers which were 

presented during the conference. Equal number of poster presentations were made during 

the course of conference. The exhibitor stalls were open for access during the break time to 

ensure uninterrupted attendance of the participants in the technical sessions. The exhibitors 

politely answered many intriguing questions related to their products. On the whole, the 

conference was a wonderful event with a representation from all over the world. 

 

Your comments on the conference:  
 
The organisers ensured the integration of the technical programs in coherence with the theme 

of the conference i.e. Vision, Insight and Outlook. My hearty congratulations to all the 

organisers to successfully conduct the conference without time and logistics related issues. 

The conference acted as an ideal platform for networking many researchers which eventually 

may turn into future collaborations. 

  



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in 
the ISSMGE Bulletin:  

Geo-Congress 2020 

Vision, Insight and Outlook 

Minneapolis, Minnesota | February 25-28 

The conference was organized by the Geoenvironmental Engineering 

Committee of the Geo-Institute (G-I) of the American Society of Civil 

Engineers (ASCE) and Minnesota Geotechnical Society. The conference theme 

Vision, Insight and Outlook were aimed to provide direction to future research 

through thought-provoking and path-breaking research findings in geotechnical 

engineering. The annual lectures, technical sessions presented were in 

coherence with the theme of the conference.  

On the first day, the short- courses were offered by the experts of the respective 

fields which was followed by the annual H. Bolton Seed lecture on the topic 

“Open Issues about Soil Liquefaction from a Perspective Including Physical 

Model Tests”. The lecture delivered by recipient Prof. Bruce Kutter was very 

informative and enriching. The lecture was followed by Welcome reception 

which was a joyful affair with the exchange of pleasantries by the attendees.   

The technical and poster sessions were scheduled for second and third day. The 

Annual Mercer and Terzaghi lectures were delivered by the recipients on the 

second and third day respectively. The conversations with the presenters at the 

poster sessions was an enriching experience. The technical sessions were very 

informative with the crisp and comprehensive explanations by the speakers. The 

annual lectures were inspiring with a briefing on the progress in geotechnical 

engineering problem-solving skills over a period of more than four decades. 

On the last day, the special technical sessions were conducted on emerging 

geotechnical topics like biogeotechnics, risk and modelling of tailing ponds and 

state of the art in unsaturated soil mechanics. The last day of the conference 

concluded with the annual Ralph B. Peck lecture by the recipient Prof Anand 

Puppala. The topic of the lecture is of great relevance to my institute which has 

been built over the problematic soil (expansive soils). Many Novel techniques 

like the usage of photogrammetry and drone technology caught the interest of 

the audience. 

The exhibitors at the conference showcased their product with a briefing on the 

novelty of the principle involved in their design. Indeed, visiting the exhibitor 

stalls was a thought-provoking experience which is a reflection of the current 

status of the market needs in geotechnical engineering stream. Further, the 

conference provided me an ideal opportunity to interact with many young 

researchers and doctoral students which resulted in the exchange of ideas and 

feedback on our doctoral research work. 
 
 
 



 

 

Photographs from Conference:  

 
With fellow ISSMGE Awardee’s from India 

          
During my Presentation 



 

 

 
With Prof. Puppala, the recipient of Ralph B. Peck award. 

 


