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REPORT ON CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

 

Your Name:                                    
Felix Jojo Ayeh 
 
 

Your Organization: 
Kwame Nkrumah University 
of Science and Technology, 
Ghana 
 

Date of report: 
26th October 2019 

Conference Title: 
7th African Young Geotechnical 
Engineers Conference and 17th 
African Regional Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Cape Town, South Africa 

Dates of Conference: 
6th – 9th   October 
2019 

What you learned: 
The conference was focused on “Innovation and Sustainability in Geotechnics for 
Developing Africa”. The various expert lectures and keynote addresses highlighted the 
potential of geotechnical engineering in developing the much-needed infrastructure for 
Africa. The conference underlined the need for collaborative work and the importance of 
research in sustaining the various geotechnical related infrastructure in Africa. As a young 
geotechnical engineer, I learnt the importance of the engineering philosophy in defining a 
problem well and the range of solutions. I have also learnt the importance of applying the 
physics involved which is fundamental in solving all engineering problems. 
 

People you met: 
This conference offered me the great opportunity to meet with renowned personalities of 
the ISSMGE and in the Geotechnical Engineering practice. A few are mentioned below: 
 
Charles Ng (ISSMGE President, Hong Kong) 
Phil Paige-Green (South Africa) 
Fatima Baligh (Former ISSMGE Vice President for Africa, Egypt) 
Delwyn G. Fredlund (Canada) 
Niel Taylor (ISSMGE, UK) 
David Toll (Durham University, UK) 
Dennis Kalumba (South Africa) 



 

 

Main features of conference:  
Main features of both conferences included the following; 

1. Opening and Closing sessions 
2. Keynote Addresses 
3. Honour Lectures 
4. Selected Courses 
5. Parallel technical sessions  
6. Gala Dinner 
7. Snack and Lunch Breaks 
8. Exhibitions 

Your comments on the conference:  
Both conferences were very well organised. The venues were perfect for the purpose with 
state-of-the-art conferencing facilities, and spacious enough for the numbers. The well-
prepared lunch and snacks were delicious, and their timing was right. The various lunch 
stands ensured that there was no queue. The selected courses were a key highlight of the 
conference for me as I sat through the Unsaturated Soils course offered by renowned 
speakers such as Delwyn Fredlund, Antonio Gens, Charles Ng and Samuel Ampadu. The 
effort of the ISSMGE and the Organising Committee in putting together the 7th edition of 
the African Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference, and the 17th African Regional 
Conference is commendable. I am very grateful to the ISSMGE Foundation for providing the 
support to enable me attend both conferences. 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
The 7th African Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference (AYGE) and the 17th African 
Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ARC2019) were both 
organised and successfully hosted by the Geotechnical Division of the South African 
Institution of Civil Engineering under the auspices of the International Society of Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering. The AYGE started with a fun filled welcome 
function where young engineers had enough time to socialise prior to the conference. The 
one-day AYGE featured a keynote lecture by Dr. Graham Howell who was appointed the 
grandfather for the conference. His lecture touched on the lessons learnt from his 35 years 
of experience on key projects, and the importance of engineering as an integration of 
disciplines. About 50 technical papers were presented by young engineers from across 25 
different countries which provided a good platform for young members to share research 
ideas together.  
The ARC2019 started with welcome addresses from the Vice President for Africa, Etienne 
Marcelin Kana, and the President of ISSMGE Charles W.W. Ng. This was followed by the 
Franki Book Launch where every delegate received a complimentary copy. Four selected 
courses were then held namely Unsaturated Soils, Design of Column Supported 
Embankments, TC307 Sustainability in Geotechnical Engineering, and Barrier Systems for 
Limiting Fluid Migration. These lectures cover the entire day which was good as there was 
so much to learn from the renowned experts in the various fields. 



 

 

Professor Delwyn Fredlund presented the Jennings Lecture on ‘Determination of 
Unsaturated Soil Property Functions for Engineering Practice. The Bright Spark lecture was 
delivered by Dr. Charles MacRoberts on ‘Challenge to Judgement’. This was followed by the 
Corporate Associates Presidential Group (CAPG) Workshop, which highlighted Innovations 
in Engineering Practice. Presentations were made by several Corporate Associates of 
ISSMGE present at the conference. 
Various technical sessions were held in parallel sessions. Speakers presented their technical 
papers in 8 minutes followed by 2 minutes of questions and answers. Since all technical 
papers had been reviewed by a scientific committee from various geotechnical fields, the 
quality of the papers was excellent.  
An elegant gala dinner was organized to climax the conference which showcased rich 
cultural music and dance by a Zulu dance troupe. 
 

Photographs from Conference:  Insert here or attach to email 
 

 
With Prof. Charles Ng (ISSMGE President) 

 
With Prof. Neil Taylor (ISSMGE, UK) 



 

 

 
With Prof. Fatima Baligh (Egypt) 

 
With some young members at the 

exhibition stands 

 
 
 
 

 
With Delegates from Ghana 

 



 

 

 
With Prof. Delwyn Fredlund (Canada) 

 

 
With Prof. Phil Paige-Green 

 


