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Your Name:  
Zoltán Bán 
 

Your Organization: 
Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics, 
Budapest, Hungary 

Date of report: 
13th September 2019 

Conference Title: 
17th European Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavík, Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019 

What you learned: 
Iceland is a very unique country due to its location above an active volcanic ridge. This gives 
Iceland such features and challenges for engineers that can hardly be found in any other 
country. For this reason, geotechnical engineers can encounter problems and 
geological/geotechnical conditions in Iceland that are rare, but nevertheless very 
instructive. Local presenters gave very good overview of the country’s geotechnical 
problems and issues. As the time for the oral presentations was limited it was also a good 
opportunity to learn how to compress my presentation into 8 minutes by summarizing and 
focusing to the most important points and leaving out the less relevant slides.       
 

People you met:   
Péter Nagy – Austria 
Filip Dodigovic – Croatia 
Julijana Bojadjieva – Macedonia 
Emőke Imre - Hungary  
Önder Akcakal – Turkey 
 

Main features of conference:   
The conference was held in Reykjavik between 1st and 6th of September 2019 in the Harpa 
building, which in itself is a distinguished landmark of the city with its coloured glass facade. 
The conference was opened by such honoured guests as the former president of Iceland 
and Charles Ng, the president of ISSMGE. The following three days comprised keynote 
lectures and invited plenary papers in the morning, and technical discussions and parallel 
sessions in the afternoon. During the day the attendants could also take a look at the 
exhibited posters. Coffee and lunch breaks between the sessions provided a good 
opportunity to exchange ideas with colleagues and discuss the presentations.       
 

Your comments on the conference:  
Harpa building provided an excellent home for the conference with its large lecture halls 
and smaller conference rooms, which suited well for all types of presentation. The Björtuloft 
room at the top of the building was the most amazing location I have ever had the chance 
to give presentation. The keynote lectures of the conference were really outstanding 
presentations each giving a very good insight of their addressed topic. I particularly enjoyed 
the lecture titled as “Geotechnical challenges in Iceland” as it gave a great overview of the 
country’s geotechnical problems and engineering challenges.  



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
The XVII European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was held in 
Reykjavik, Iceland between 1st and 6th of September 2019 in the Harpa conference hall. This 
conference is the most important in Europe for geotechnical engineers and its prestige was 
also raised by the architecture masterpiece of Harpa. The conference started with the 
meetings of technical committees, which was followed by a get together proving to be a 
nice opportunity to have a light chat with new and long-time-no-see colleagues. The 
conference was opened the next day by such honoured guests as the former president of 
Iceland and Charles Ng, the president of ISSMGE. The following three days comprised 
keynote lectures and invited plenary papers in the morning, and technical discussions and 
parallel sessions in the afternoon. During the day the attendants could also take a look at 
the exhibited posters. Coffee and lunch breaks between the sessions provided a good 
opportunity to exchange ideas with colleagues and discuss the presentations. The closing 
ceremony took place Thursday afternoon, during which the attendants were invited to 
forthcoming conferences, including the next ECSMGE in Lisbon. The last day was a perfect 
closure for the conference as this included various technical tours to such destinations as 
one of the largest ice tunnels in Europe, a geothermal power plant or to the open sea to 
observe whales.  
I also would like to thank the generous support of ISSMGE foundation, which allowed me to 
visit this absolutely stunning country and attend the most prestigious geotechnical 
conference in Europe. 
 
Zoltán Bán, Budapest University of Technology and Economics       
 

Photographs from Conference:  

 
Hungarian delegates of the conference 
 



 

 

 
Opening ceremony 
 
 

 
During my presentation 
 



 

 

 
Exploring the natural beauty of Iceland 
 

 


