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Your Name:  
Matteo Oryem Ciantia 
 

Your Organization: 
University of Dundee 

Date of report: 
09/09/2019 

Conference Title: 
The XVII European Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavik Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019 

What you learned: 
This conference has been quite special and unique for me. As I was awarded the Bright 
Spark Award! I was given the opportunity to write a “keynote” paper and present my work 
during the Thursday morning main session. It was an amazing experience and I learned a 
lot. In particular: 
- how important rehearsing your talk is!  
- that despite the large audience I was not nervous at all! 
- nice and neat slides with some animations will keep the attention of many! 
 
 
 

People you met:   
Very many friends/collegues: 
Charles Ng (HKUST & President of the ISSMGE), Antonio Gens (UPC), Richard Jardine 
(Imperial College), Lyesse Laloui (EPFL), Marcos Arroyo (UPC), Fabio Tradigo (Arup Milan & 
ISSMGE YMPG), Federico Pisano’ (Tu Delft), Mario Manassero (Politecnico di Torino & Vice 
President ISSMGE Europe), Minna Karstunen (Chalmers), Giovanna Biscontin (Cambridge), 
Andrea Diambra (Bristol Uni), Erdin Ibrain (Bristol Uni), Mario Martinelli (Deltares), 
Alesandro Mandolini (Horizon Geosciences Ltd), Lidja Zdrakivich (Imperial College), David 
Taborda (Imperial College), Martin Preene (Preene Groundwater Consulting & 
Communications Officer of the BGA) …. 
 
And many new encounters: 
Suzanne Lacasse (NGI), David Toll (Durham Uni) Giovanni Spagnoli (BASF), Ken-ichi Sato 
(Fukuoka Uni), S.W. Jacobsz (University of Pretoria), Takis Haldis (GDS), Kenneth Viking 
(Swdish Transport Administration), Elena Peri (Alborg Uni), Fei Han (Purdue Uni), Faraz 
Tehrani (Deltares), Jonathan Black (Sheffield Uni) … 
 
 
 

Main features of conference:   
 
Despite the conference had very many delegates (600-700 or so), the main session 
programmed every morning gathered everyone to listen to 5 Keynote lectures and 7 main 
lectures. Other characteristic features of this conference: 



 

 

- The former president of Iceland gave a wonderful speech during the opening 
ceremony! 

- The conference hall was beautiful 
- NGI Nespresso, a constant appointment between Italian delegates! 
- Plenty of parallel sessions 
- TC workshops on the Sunday! Very nice Idea. Will love to organize one for the 

TC105 next time! 
- Wonderful and well organised conference excursions. I walked inside Europe’s 

second largest glacier! https://intotheglacier.is/ 
 

 
 

Your comments on the conference:  
 
I really enjoyed Antonio Gens’ talk on liquefaction and Cino Viggiani’s on X-Ray and 
neutron imaging. Despite the Organising Committee was formed by a limited number of 
people, the event was managed quite well! Sometimes the application on the phone was 
misleading but this made me attend to unexpected presentations and make new scientific 
discoveries! Unfortunately, I missed some talks I was really interested on the Wednesday 
afternoon, but really had to rehearse my Bright Spark Lecture!! 
 

  

https://intotheglacier.is/


 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
 
 
To promote young members of ISSMGE to play a major role in various international and 
regional conferences, the President of ISSMGE – Professor Charles Ng created the Bright 
Spark Lecture Award. Young geotechnical engineers have a chance to deliver a keynote 
and publish an associated paper. The 5th of September 2019 I had the honour to receive 
this award and present my work at the European Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering in Reykjavik. As each national geotechnical association member 
of the ISSMGE nominates one or two candidates to the young members presidential group 
(YMPG) of the ISSMGE (which then come up with up the winner), I am really thankful to 
the BGA for having supported me. Thursday morning in front of hundreds of delegates, in 
the main hall of the beautiful Harpa Conference Centre in the Icelandic capital, I delivered 
my first Keynote ever which was entitled “Pile penetration in crushable soils: Insights from 
micromechanical modelling” (Figure 1). The goal of my presentation was to convince the 
audience that the discrete element method (DEM) is a numerical tool that can be 
successfully used to investigate complex geotechnical problems. I showed how the 
particle-scale mechanics that underlie the observed macroscopic responses affects 
distributions of particle stresses and forces around the shaft. The paper associated with 
the Bright Spark Lecture is open access and provides insights into one of the mechanisms 
proposed for the well-known, yet not fully understood, marked shaft capacity increases 
developed over time by piles driven in sands.  
 

 
Figure 1 A  couple of photographs of me delivering the Bright Spark Lecture. Thanks Antonio Gens for these nice shots! 

 

On top of delivering my first (hopefully not the last) Keynote presentation, during the 
conference I also presented my work on critical state in crushable soils. Unfortunately, I 
was not able to get a decent picture of myself while presenting. On the other hand, I 
attended the conference excursion trip on the Friday morning where we entered into the 
Langjökull (Long Glacier) glacier. In Figure 2 I show a couple of pictures of the excursion. 
As the former prime minister of Iceland clearly explained during the opening ceremony, 
one doesn’t really get a feeling until he sees with his eyes the effects of Global warming. 
As highlighted in Figure 2d, the red arrow (where the trucks are parked) shows where the 
glacier used to reach few years ago!  
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Figure 2  a) Map of Iceland and location of the into-the glacier camp site, b) ice as shrinking rock? c) Into the glacier! d) 
trucks that drove us to the tunnel, they had to go over 2-4 m crevasse. 

 
  
 
 
 

 


