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Your Name:  
Dr. Gábor Nagy 
 

Your Organization: 
Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics, 
Budapest, Hungary 

Date of report: 
9th September 2019 

Conference Title: 
17th European Conference on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavík, Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019 

What you learned: 
At the 17th ECSMGE the main topic I have encountered with was related to the development 
of Iceland and the geotechnical characteristics of the country. During one of the first 
keynote lectures we heard about the “Geotechnical Challenges in Iceland” which was 
amazing, since the country has a lot different geological and geotechnical conditions 
compared to my home country and was interesting to hear about the difficulties of the 
Icelandic geotechnical engineers have to face on a daily basis. Also, several presentations 
were mentioning the sustainable development which is necessary to be featured in the field 
of engineering, therefore it was good to hear that engineers take their share of preserving 
natural resources. 
 

People you met:   
During the conference I have met several people, just to list a few of them: 
János Szendefy, Emőke Imre, Chris Down, Péter Nagy, Edina Koch, Pedro Seco e Pinto, Zeljko 
Arbanas, Deryck Yik Kiu Chan, Filip Dodigovic 
 

Main features of conference:   
The overall view of the conference showed how wide is the profession geotechnical 
engineering. During the 4 days of full conference programs, keynote sessions, TC workshops 
and discussion sessions, large variety of presentations were given, not to mention the 
posters which were changed daily. The sessions covered topics such as numerical methods, 
laboratory and in-situ testing experiments, earthquake and liquefaction analyses, 
foundation types, ground improvement and risk assessment.  
 

Your comments on the conference:  
At the beginning the Harpa seemed to be the perfect location for the conference, a great 
hall, and lots of smaller halls and discussion rooms for discussion sessions. Also, the 
organization, and the signs in the hallways were all clear and easy to follow. The opening 
session and the drum quartet was a great way to open the ECSMGE, and the conference 
kept up to that level afterwards too. The invited speakers, and the colleagues in the 
discussion sessions were all well-prepared, so the lectures were enjoyable and informative 
too. Most speakers kept their time, so after the sessions there was always time for a few 
questions and comments on the topics covered. 



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
The 17th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was held on 
the 1-6th of September in Reykjavík, Iceland. The conference itself is the most prestigious 
event of the ISSMGE in Europe, therefore it is only organized in every 4 years. On the first 
day the presidents of the ISSMGE (Charles Ng) and IGS (Hreinn Haraldsson), also the former 
president of Iceland, Mr. Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson gave a welcome speech, and an Icelandic 
drum quartet SUMA did a short performance.  
 
After the opening ceremony, keynote lectures were given about actual topics such as the 
risk evaluation of dams and the geotechnical challenges of Iceland. In the afternoon the 
discussion sections began with engineers and researchers giving short presentations about 
their work in smaller conference rooms. On the following days, in the early hours invited 
lectures were given for a larger group of audience, and they were followed by discussion 
sessions until 6 PM every day.  
 
During the whole 17th ECSMGE event there was an open Exhibition hall where participants 
had opportunity to get to know better the work of companies and organizations which were 
present .There was also a separate Poster section hall, where participants could observe the 
poster of papers that were submitted, but not presented during discussion sessions.  
 
I would like to express my appreciation to the ISSMGE Foundation for the support which 
enabled me to attend two of these prestigious events of the ISSMGE. 
 
Reported by 
Gábor Nagy 
Member of Section for Geotechnics of the Hungarian Chamber of Engineers 
Member of Hungarian Geotechnical Society (the Hungarian Member Society of ISSMGE) 

Photographs from Conference:   

 
My short presentation titled “Dispersive clays – approach, assessment, connections” at the 

Silfurberg Hall at Harpa 



 

 

 
With a few Hungarian colleagues at Harpa 

 

 
Presentation of Prof. Ng, where he highlights one of the next conferences, the ISC6, which 

will be at Budapest, Hungary 
 


