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Your Name:  
Edina Koch 

Your Organization: 
Széchenyi István University, 
Győr, Hungary 

Date of report: 
17.09.2019. 

Conference Title: 
17th European Conference on Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavik, Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019. 

What you learned: 
The conference provided an excellent opportunity to overview progress on a wide range of 
geotechnical engineering activity. Recent works (especially in the field of numerical 
modelling, transportation and ground improvement) inspired me to continue my research in 
these areas. For me, the most interesting presentation was “Geotechnical challenges in 
Iceland” presented by Sigurdur Erlingsson, from  University of Iceland. He gave us an 
excellent insight into the geology of Iceland, which is completely different from the geology 
of Hungary, and a perfect summary of their daily geotechnical challenges. Another favourite 
was the lecture presented by Wolfgang Sondermann who presented a very good update on 
opportunity management through ground improvement.  
People you met:   
As the Vice-President of Hungarian Geotechnical Society, I participated in the Meeting of the 
European Member Societies and met the Presidents of other European National 
Committees (such as Austria, Czech, Poland, Slovenia, Turkey,  ..).  
I also visited the TC102 meeting and had a presentation on the organization of the 
upcoming ISC’6 conference in Budapest, 2020. We had very useful discussion with the 
TC102 members, especially from Prof. Mayne, Viana Da Fonseca, Mr. Varaksin and some 
other members and received a lot of good advice.  
I have met several other people, just to list a few of them: Jana Frankovska, prof. Dietmar 
Adam, prof. Schweiger, prof. Brandl, Gustavo Pereira, Önder Akçakal, Agnieszka Zorzycka, 
and of course all the Hungarian delegates. 
Main features of conference:   
There was a wide range of the geotechnical topics; from laboratory tests, ground 
improvement, and transportation, to physical and numerical modelling. They were 
presented through the 5 keynote lectures, 7 invited lectures, 7 main sessions and 42 
discussion sessions. The discussion sessions were well-organized; mostly with two foreign 
chairs. There was enough space for viewing the posters that changed every day. 
Management of the presentations was organized very well with uploading  in the speaker 
rooms. 
Your comments on the conference:  
The organizing committee did a very good job in Reykjavik in the very pleasant Harpa 
Conference Center. Beyond the excellent organization, the topics of discussion sections 
were stimulating, and covered all the fields of geotechnics. The morning sessions were well 
constructed (keynote(s), invited lecture, invited plenary papers) and were well-balanced in 
time. There was adequate time for questions and discussions since most of the presenters 
kept on time. There was also an excellent technical visit on Friday, with well-informed and 
helpful guides!  



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
The 17th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was held 
on 1-6 September in Reykjavík, Iceland. According to the presentation of the European Vice 
President, 720 papers were published, and 400 papers were presented orally.  
On the “zero” day of the conference, seven workshops were organized under the umbrella 
of different Technical Committees (TC104, TC201, TC202, TC205, TC208, TC210, and ERTC7). 
During the opening ceremony, the President of the Icelandic Geotechnical Society, the 
Former President of Iceland, the president of ISSMGI, the ISSMGE European Vice President 
and IGS welcomed the participants. The topics of the 5 keynote lectures covered a wide 
range: Suzanne Lacasse: Dams and risk assessment; Recent developments and applications, 
Sigurdur Erlingsson: Geotechnical Challenges in Iceland, Antonio Gens: Hydraulic fills with 
special focus on liquefaction, Jorge G. Zornberg: Stabilization of Roadways using 
Geosynthetics, Lyesse Laloul: Energy Geotechnology; A New Era for Geotechnical 
Engineering. After the keynote lecture(s), invited lecturers and invited plenary papers closed 
the morning program. The afternoon program contained 42 discussion sessions during the 4 
days and the topics covered the entire field of geotechnics. There was also a separate Poster 
section hall, where participants could examine posters of papers that were submitted, but 
not presented during discussion sessions. 
The conference also provided a great opportunity to keep in touch with the leading 
geotechnical companies in the Exhibition Hall.  
 
The support of ISSMGE Foundation is acknowledged and greatly appreciated. It was possible 
to present my paper in the discussion session, to participate and vote on the Meeting of the 
European Member Societies representing Hungary, and present in TC102 to share the 
information related to the organization of the upcoming ISC’6 conference in Budapest, 
2020.  
 
Reported by Edina Koch  
Vice-President of Hungarian Geotechnical Society (the Hungarian Member Society of 
ISSMGE) 
  



 

 

 
Photographs from Conference: 

 
Opening Ceremony 

 

 
with the Hungarian participants 



 

 

 
Presentation of Mario Manassero on the Meeting of the European Member Societies 

 
 

 
Coffee break 

 


