
 

 

 

 

ISSMGE FOUNDATION 

REPORT ON CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

 

Your Name:  

ALEKSANDRA KORZEC 

 

Your Organization: 

INSTITUTE OF HYDRO-

ENGINEERING, POLISH 

ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

Date of report: 

13th September 2019 

Conference Title: 

XVII European Conference on Soil 

Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering 

 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavik, Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1 - 6 September 2019 

What you learned: 

 

The participation at the XVII European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 

Engineering gave me the possibility to present my recent scientific achievements on an 

international stage. In addition, it gave me the opportunity to widen my knowledge in  

new areas such as offshore geotechnics, laboratory testing with the application of image 

processing, and micromechanical modelling. 

I was particularly interested in the Keynote Lecture entitled ‘Recent developments in 

geotechnical earthquake engineering and application’ given by Sebastiano Foti. The main 

issue of the presentation focused on significant amplification of acceleration for specific 

stratigraphic and topographic conditions. It gave me a general perspective on the subject 

of my current research. Furtheremore, the presentations presented during the two 

discussion sessions, namely: Numerical methods and Earthquake were closely related to 

my research and I found them very helpful. 

Moreover, I was also very impressed with the Keynote Lecture entitled ‘Dams & risk 

assessment – Recent developments and applications’ given by Suzanne Lacasse. She 

presented the qualitative and quantitative measures of risk in a very simple and accessible 

way. The presented case studies illustrated the topic of the presentation very accurately. 

Somehow complementary to that was the presentation ‘The cause of the landslides…’ 

given by Steinar Nordal, which showed the complex impact of the environment on 

infrastructure.  

Moreover, an excellent presentation (Invited Lecture) was given by Gioacchino Viggiani, 

who presented the ‘Recent developments in laboratory testing of geomaterials with 

emphasis on imaging of processes’. Although the topic presented was completely beyond 

my current research it opened my mind to a new area of geotechnical research. 

Last but not least, Sigurður Erlingsson gave a very interesting Keynote Lecture. He was 

talking about ‘Geotechnical challenges in Iceland’. In addition to technical information, he 

presented many geological and geographical issues, e.g. volcanic eruption, retreat of 

glacier, tectonic movements, that cause, inter alia, glacial flood, sea level rising, which 

then affect engineering structures, e.g. sea portals, roads or bridges. Moreover, he 

presented the beauty of Iceland. 

 

 



 

 

People you met:   

 

During the XVII ECSMGE, I met many professionals but I would like to distinguish the 

following:  

Dr Elisabeth Bowman (The University of Sheffield, United Kingdom) 

Dr Antonio Gens (Technical University of Catalonia, Barcelona, Spain) 

Dr Suzanne Lacasse (Norwegian Geotechnical Institute, Norway) 

Dr Stefania Sica (Univerity of Sannio, Benevento, Italy) 

Prof. David Toll (Durham University, United Kingdom); 

Prof. Lidija Zdravkovic (Imperial College London, United Kingdom) 

Dr Limin Zhang (University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong) 

 

Main features of conference:   

 

The XVII European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was 

organised in Reykjavik, Iceland. The theme of the Conference was ‘Geotechnical 

Engineering, foundation of the future’. The conference was divided into the main sessions,  

parallel discussion sessions and poster sessions. During the main sessions, five very 

interesting Keynote Lectures were given. Moreocer 20 Invited Plenary Papers were 

delivered during main sesions. Not less interesting were the seven Invited Lectures. I 

would like to mention three titles of the invited presentations which impressed me the 

most:  

� ‘Recent developments in laboratory testing of geomaterials with emphasis on 

imaging of processes’ presented by Gioacchino Viggiani, University of Grenoble, 

France; 

� ‘Geotechnical challenges in Iceland’ presented by Sigurður Erlingsson, University of 

Iceland, Iceland; 

� ‘Extending the life of existing infrastructure’ presented by Lidija Zdravkovic from 

Imperial College London, the United Kingdom. 

The parallel discussion session covered six main topics:  

A. Modelling and experimental assessment of geomaterials; 

B. Geotechnical construction and soil improvement; 

C. Geohazards, earthquakes and mitigation; 

D. Environment, water and energy; 

E. Historical heritage preservation; 

F. Special and Specific Issues. 

399 papers were presented during the parallel discussion sessions, while 193 posters were 

presented during the poster sessions. 

The scientific sessions were supplemented with excellent 41 stands of technology 

suppliers. In this way, one of the objectives of the conference ‘Bridging the distance 

between designers and constructors’ was fulfilled. 

Just before the Conference, seven workshops were organized by ISSMGE Technical 

Committees, that gave the opportunity to look at the latest challenges for geotechnics. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Your comments on the conference:  

 

XVII ECSMGE was very well organized covering a wide range of issues related to 

geotechnical engineering. It gave me the possibility to confront my knowledge and set 

new directions. Participation in this conference definitely confirmed my belief in the 

important role of such meetings in the scientific career. The Harpa and its staff created 

comfortable conditions for scientific discussions. 
 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 

Bulletin:  

 

My name is Aleksandra Korzec. I am working in the Institute of Hydro-Engineering of the 

Polish Academy of Sciences, Poland. Thanks to the ISSMGE Foundation I had a great 

opportunity to participate in the 17th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and 

Geotechnical Engineering was organised in Reykjavik, Iceland. The conference was held on 

September 1-6, 2019. The main theme of the Conference was ‘Geotechnical Engineering, 

foundation of the future’. All sessions took place in an amazing place called Harpa 

Conference Centre, whose architecture was inspired by basalt columns and minerals 

dominating the Icelandic landscape. The scientific presentations were divided into the 

main sessions, parallel discussion sessions and poster sessions. In addition, scientific talks 

could have been continued in the exhibition area.  

 

The Conference programme was very rich and comprehensive. It certainly gave the 

possibility to confront the knowledge and set new directions. One of very inspiring 

Keynote Lecture entitled ‘Geotechnical challenges in Iceland’ was given by Sigurður 

Erlingsson from University of Iceland, Iceland. He presented specific problems faced by 

Icelandic engineers, resulting from frequent volcanic eruptions, retreat of glacier and 

tectonic movements. The threat of glacial flood, sea level rising and behaviour of poorly 

graded materials are important aspects which should be frequently taken into account 

while designing new structures. Contrary to that overview lecture, Dr Lidija Zdravkovic 

from Imperial College London, the United Kingdom, given very direct and detailed lecture 

about ‘Extending the life of existing infrastructure’. She showed the use of advanced 

numerical modelling tools to consider the complexity of geomaterials behaviour in time. 

 

When it comes to my contribution, I gave a speech about ‘The procedure of design-

accelerogram deconvolution in 2D time-domain FEM analysis’ during Numerical methods 

session. Therefore, I was also particularly interested in the Keynote Lecture entitled 

‘Recent developments in geotechnical earthquake engineering and application’ given by 

Sebastiano Foti. The main issue of the presentation focused on significant amplification of 

acceleration for specific stratigraphic and topographic conditions. It gave me a general 

perspective on the subject of my current research. There were also several presentations, 

presented during the two discussion session: Numerical methods and Earthquake, that 

were closely related to my research area. All mentioned presentations certainly supported 

my development.  

 

I would like to express my gratitude to the ISSMGE Foundation for allowing me to 

participate in the Conference. 



 

 

Photographs from Conference:  Insert here or attach to email 

 

 
The registration desk 

 

 
The registration desk 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Harpa Conference Center 

 

 
The Harpa and the vehicle equipped with Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and Laser 

Scanner (Lidar) 



 

 

 
Me standing at the amazing front wall of Harpa 

 

 
The Opening Ceremony in Eldborg Main Hall, Harpa 



 

 

 
Me presenting the general issue of my presentation ‘The procedure of design-

accelerogram deconvolution in 2D time-domain FEM analysis’ 

 


