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What you learned: 
My main interest in this Conference was regardings landslide monitoring. The conference 
was a great opportunity to learn how other researchers all over the world has been 
dealing with this topic. In this sense, key lectures from Prof. Luciano Picarelli, Prof. Ken Ho 
and Prof. Nuria Pyniol were very rich for my research topic. Prof. Luciano Picarelli talked 
about instrumentation in landslide laboratory simulation, Prof. Ken Ho discussed some 
results from landslide monitoring in Hong Kong and Prof. Nuria Pyniol presented a 
discussion about 3D modelling. Some of the works presented in the Themed Sessions also 
open my mind to other research groups that I have not met before.  

People you met:   
The Conference gave me the opportunity to virtually met very important people from 
landslide research world, such as: 

- Prof. Luciano Picarelli 
- Prof. Dave Petley 
- Prof. Nuria Pyniol 
- Prof. Jordi Corominas 
- Prof. Ken Ho 

It was also very nice to have the opportunity to discuss about my research and the others, 
such as Miguel Cabrera and Veronica Girardi. 

Main features of conference:   
The Conference was divided in five themed sessions: weather and landslides, landslides an 
seismic-tectonic and volcanic activity, landslides and human activities, effects on 
landslides with emphasis on infrastructure and sustainable development, landslides risk 
assessment and management.  
Every day was opened and closed with a key lecture. 

Your comments on the conference:  
The organization committee had a huge challenge in organizing a virtual conference. In my 
opinion, they were very successful. The time was well balanced between lectures and 
themed session and it also gave a few minutes break to change between the rooms. The 
time schedule was well defined and allow people from all over the world to attended it. 
The key lectures were very interesting and it was great to attend to many relevant 
researchers’ lectures. The videos recorded for the themed sessions were available during 
the conference and two weeks after the end of it and that gave me the opportunity to 
watch again some of them and those that it wasn’t possible to watch during the event 
because of schedule conflicts.  



 

 

There were only two aspects that, in my opinion, should be better in next opportunities: 
there was a lack of women heading themed-sessions (at least at those that I attended) and 
there should had been some guidelines for the themed sessions discussions. I attended 
one themed session that the head of it discussed only the topics that he considered 
important and didn’t discuss any of the questions made by the participants. 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
The XIII International Symposium on Landslide was supposed to be held in Cartagena, 
Colombia. Because of the Sarsc-Cov-2 pandemic, the modality of the event was changed 
from presential to virtual. Although virtual modality doesn’t allow the participants to meet 
in person and to have very valuable moments of talking in between sessions, the event 
was very successful. It was a great opportunity to attend to lectures of remarkable 
researchers, such as Prof. Luciano Picarelli, Prof. Dave Petley and Prof. Nuria Pyniol, and to 
exchange ideas with them during the Q&A sessions. Although some problems happened 
before the Conference (as it happens in all conferences), like providing access to the 
videos before the event started, it was very well organized and some adjustments were 
made during the event, like giving some minutes to switch from one room to another. The 
videos were available to be watched after the end of every conference’s day and during a 
fortnight after the end of it, giving the opportunity to the participants to watch again or to 
watch those videos that was not possible to watch during the event. Personally, the 
Conference opened my mind to some topics very relevant for my research, such as 3D 
slope stability modelling (Prof. Nuria Pyniol key lecture), geotechnical instrumentation 
(Prof. Ken Ho key lecture) and laboratory landslide simulation (Prof. Luciano Picarelli key 
lecture). Closure session with Prof. Luciano Picarelli highlighted the importance of 
properly publish conference’s paper in order to give them more relevance, in a way to 
encourage more researchers to send their papers. 
I would like to congratulate Sociedad Colombiana de Geotecnia for the effort that they 
made to make this conference possible in such challenging conditions and I would like to 
thank the ISSMGE Foundation Award Committee for giving me the opportunity to attend 
to the XIII International Symposium on Landslides. 

Photographs from Conference:  Insert here or attach to email 



 

 

 
This is me during my presentation in the S1 Themed Session on Feb. 24th. 

 


