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What you learned: 

Sustainability is one of the focussed areas for all engineering problems nowadays. The 

symposium has shared the information on current issues and challenges faced by geotechnical 

engineers due to natural and manmade disasters and exchanged ideas for alternative solutions 

and resources towards building a sustainable and resilient society from the geotechnical 

perspective. The main focus of the symposium was sustainability by promoting new ideas and 

innovations in the design, construction and maintenance of geotechnical structures to 

contribute towards climate change adaptation and disaster resiliency. My interest was to 

understand the influence of waste product utilization on problematic soils. As I am working in 

the area of utilization of waste tyre products for the improvement of cohesive soil, I got 

numerous ideas through this symposium. I would like to highlight one or two lectures that are 

very close to my area of interest. The CREST 2020 organizer Prof. Hemanta Hazarika himself 

presented a lecture on “Sustainability and Disaster Mitigation through Cascaded Recycling of 

Waste Tyres – Climate Change Adaptation Techniques from Geotechnical Perspective”. Even 

Prof. Buddhima Indraratna talked about the use of recycled rubber products used in the rail 

track. The geotechnical aspects in terms of mechanics, mineralogy and microstructure of 

various materials were also discussed by various experts/authors. Even I got an opportunity to 

discuss with them through email more in detail about their research and current scenario 

which is also related to my research work. In such a way I have connected the links associated 

with my research-related issues. Through this symposium, I got contacts of various experts in 

the geotechnical field to whom I can approach for my post-doctoral study. As an output of 

attending this symposium, the inputs which I got was plenteous for my current research and 

also the future research to be conducted.  

People you met:   
Dr Hemanta Hazarika, Kyushu University, Japan 

Dr Buddhima Indraratna, University of Technology, Sydney 

Dr Charles, Wang-wai, Ng, Hon Kong University of Science and Technology, Hong Kong 

Dr Takayuski Shimaoka, Kyushu University, Japan  

Dr D N Singh, Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, India 

Ms Ester Calavia Garsaball, Willis Towers Western, U.K. 

Main features of the conference:   
The main aim of the CREST-2020 symposium was to share and exchange the knowledge 

about the sustainable systems which are already adopted at the industry level as well as the 

systems which are developed at the laboratory level by researchers that should be adopted to 

the industry level. The invited plenary lectures, keynote lectures and special lectures were the 

main attraction to attend this symposium. Initially, the symposium was about to held in the 

old normal mode as face to face interaction but due to COVID circumstances, the symposium 

was shifted to the online mode. Although it was held on the online platform, they have 



 

managed the symposium in a very great manner. They have considered all the aspects of 

participants, speakers, presenters and satisfied executed excellently. The main key features 

which are appreciable were collecting video presentations and providing review rooms to all 

participants before their presentation.  

Your comments on the conference:  
The main focus of the symposium was to spread awareness about sustainable design and 

construction of engineered systems through innovative, economic and environmentally 

friendly techniques in terms of the use of new resources and by-products of industrial waste. 

The CREST-2020 symposium held for 3 days. Previously a year back the symposium was 

about to held in a face to face mode. So as a PhD student it was great excitement to visit 

Japan, a highly advanced country in all types of technology. But due to COVID 

circumstances, it was held in online mode still they have organized it in a great manner. The 

main two features I liked the most. The first one was they have asked video recording of all 

presenters in advance. So that if anyone will fail to present during the allotted slot then 

organizers can play their recording. So that all participants will not miss any topic to attend. 

And another feature I liked the most was the organizers have provided the fix time slot called 

the review room just before each session. So that each participant can check their 

presentations.  

Please attach a short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 

Bulletin:  

First of all, I would like to thank ISSMGE Foundation for providing me with this prestigious 

award in terms of financial support for attending the international symposium CREST-2020 at 

Kyushu University, Japan during 9-11 March, 2021. The main focus of the symposium was 

sustainability by promoting new ideas and innovations in the design, construction and 

maintenance of geotechnical structures to contribute towards climate change adaptation and 

disaster resiliency. My interest was to understand the influence of waste product utilization on 

problematic soils. As I am working in the area of utilization of waste tyre products for the 

improvement of cohesive soil, I got numerous ideas through this symposium. I would like to 

highlight one or two lectures that are very close to my area of interest. The CREST 2020 

organizer Prof. Hemanta Hazarika himself presented a lecture on “Sustainability and Disaster 

Mitigation through Cascaded Recycling of Waste Tyres – Climate Change Adaptation 

Techniques from Geotechnical Perspective”. Even Prof. Buddhima Indraratna talked about 

the use of recycled rubber products used in the rail track. The geotechnical aspects in terms of 

mechanics, mineralogy and microstructure of various materials were also discussed by 

various experts/authors. Previously a year back the symposium was about to held in a face to 

face mode. So as a PhD student it was great excitement to visit Japan, the highly advanced 

country in all types of technology. But due to COVID circumstances, it was held in online 

mode, still, they have organized it in a great manner. The main two features I liked the most. 

The first one was they have asked video recording of all presenters in advance. So that if 

anyone will fail to present during the allotted slot then organizers can play their recording. So 

that all participants will not miss any topic to attend. And another feature I liked the most was 

the organizers have provided the facility of a review room to each participant to check their 

presentation. Even I got an opportunity to discuss with experts through email more in detail 

about their research and current scenario which is also related to my research work. In such a 

way I have connected the links associated with my research-related issues. Through this 

symposium, I got contacts of various experts in the geotechnical field to whom I can approach 

for my post-doctoral study. As an output of attending this symposium, the inputs which I got 

was plenteous for my current research and also the future research to be conducted. 

 

 



 

Photographs from the Conference: 

 

  
The inaugural session of the conference 

 
Keynote Lecture 1 by Prof.IkuoTowhata, Kanto Gakuin University, Japan 



 

 
Keynote Lecture 2 by Prof.Charle’s Wang Wai NG, Hon Kong University of Science 

and Technology 

 
 

 
 



 

 
Photographs during my presentation 

 
Discussion with session chair Prof. Fauziah Ahmad, University Sains Malaysia 

 


