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What you learned: 

I work in the field of mechanically stabilized earth walls as my PhD problem. As a research student, 

I have been conducting experiments and studies that have been restricted to the laboratories only. On 

attending the conference I got a glimpse of the method of practicing laboratory knowledge in the 

field and also recent advancement in on-site geotechnical engineering. 

People you met: 

Prof. Bob Koerner, Professor Emeritus at Drexel University, USA 

Dr. Robert Koerner, Director, Geosynthetic Institute 

Prof. Krishna Reddy, Professor, University of Illinois Chicago, USA 

Prof. Richard Bathurst, Professor, Royal Military College of Canada 

Prof. Shobha Bhatia, Professor, Syracuse University, USA 

Main features of conference: 

The GeoCongress is an annual conference attended by geotechnical engineers from all over the 

world. The primary focus of the conference was on case histories to acknowledge the 

accomplishments of geotechnical engineering. There were 28 different themes on which peer 

reviewed papers were presented by speakers. The conference also included two networking breaks 

on each day of the conference to encourage healthy networking between professionals from different 

parts of the world. 11 short courses on different topics of geotechnical engineering were organized 

which were insightful for the students.  

Your comments on the conference: 

The conference was one of the best conferences I have attended so far with excellent lectures, a wide 

variety of exhibitors and a wonderful gathering of geotechnical engineers. The venue of the 

conference was very easily approachable and in the heart of the city. Apart from the knowledge point 

of view, the local site seeing arrangements organized by the conference organizers were very well 

managed. Overall attending Geo-Congress 2019 was a very good experience. 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 

Bulletin: 

This year the annual Geo-Congress 2019 which is organised by the American Society of Civil 

Engineers was held in Philadelphia. The conference was inaugurated by the conference co-chairs Dr. 

Scott M. Olson and Dr. Allen Cadden. The inauguration was followed by the H. Bolton Seed award 

lecture on Geotechnical Judgement and Risk. The conference was attended by professional engineers 

as well as academicians involved in the field of geotechnical engineering from all over the world. A 

number of cutting-edge emerging ideas were discussed in the conference ranging from geotechnics 

in arctic regions to challenges in the design of foundations for tall structures. This year the Geo-

Congress was dedicated to case histories in the field of geotechnical engineering. Thus discussion on 

a number of milestone case histories took place on various real life geotechnical engineering areas 

like case histories on MSE walls, deep foundations, seismic design of MSW landfills etc. 

The conference also witnessed stalls of 122 exhibitors from universities like Arizona State 

University, University of California Davis and University of Illinois to geotechnical and geosynthetic 

companies like Maccaferri, Reinforced Earth Company, Humboldt etc. 

As a final year PhD student, this conference gave me immense opportunity to network with my peers 

and receive comments on my research work. I had a fruitful discussion with Dr. Robert Koerner from 

the prestigious Geosynthetic Institute. I also received opportunity to network with professors working 



in research areas that bare similarity to my areas of interest. I personally had a healthy discussion 

with Prof. Krishna Reddy from University of Illinois Chicago, Prof. Shobha Bhatia from Syracuse 

University and Dr. Ali Soleimanbeigi from University of Wisconsin-Madison. Also through the 

conference I got an opportunity to learn about research being carried out in different universities that 

can also help me improve my work. Thus overall this conference was a very informative conference 

for me and I am very grateful to ISSMGE Foundation for providing me with necessary funds to attend 

this prestigious conference. 
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Panel Discussion on MSE Walls: Milestone Case Histories that Changed the Profession 

(from left to right) Dr. Barry R. Christopher, Dr. Ryan Berg, Mr. John Sankey, Prof. Robert D. Holtz 

and Mr. Daniel Alzamora 

 

 
Me with Prof. Bob Koerner 

 



 
With Prof. Shobha Bhatia from Syracuse University and Prof. Krishna Reddy from University of 

Illinois Chicago. 

 

 


