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Your Name:  
Luciano Souza Junior 
 

Your Organization: 
Federal University of Rio de 
Janeiro 

Date of report: 
24/06/2019 

Conference Title: 
7th ICEGE – International 
Conference on Earthquake 
Geotechnical Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Angelicum University – Rome, 
Italy 

Dates of Conference: 
17-20 June 2019 

What you learned: 
Coming from a country with a low seismic history, there are not many opportunities to 
attend events to learn from or interact with experts in the area. In this way, the 
Conference was a excelent opportunity to engage in many discussions in which most of 
the authors I currently use as reference were present. One thing that was suprising for me 
is that even tough the Conference is focused on a subtopic of Geotechnical Engineering, 
the event had many different discussions in a wide variety of topics. 
For my current research topic, site effects and physical modelling, it was possible to learn 
about the most recent research and new tools, thus enhancing the quality of my current 
work.  
 

People you met:   
Prof. Shideh Dashti – University of Colorado, Boulder 
Prof. Antonio Viana da Fonseca – University of Porto 
Prof. Paulo Coelho – University of Coimbra 
Prof. Gopal Madhabushi – University of Cambridge 
Diego Marchetti – Marchetti Dilatometer 
Dr. Sun – University of Cambridge 
 
 

Main features of conference:   
The main features of the 7th International Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical 
Engineering were: 

1. Plenary Sections 
a. Keynote Lectures  
b. Young Research Award Lecture 
c. Ishihara Lecture 
d. Maugeri Lecture 
e. Wisemen Section 

2. Paralel Sessions 
a. Theme Lectures 
b. Presentations 

3. TC203 Meeting 
 



 

 

Your comments on the conference:  
 
The Conference was very well organised, the Venue was appropriate for the number of 
participants and the content was divided in a good manner. It was possible to select the 
works that interested you the most and attend the sessions. 
 
The plenary sessions were extremely interesting, with different topics and well renowed 
speakers. I would give special attention to the Maugeri Lecture, given by Prof Gazetas, 
which was extremely didatic and inspiring as usual. Another interesting session was the 
Wisemen Session, were true legends of our field could provoke the audience in a good 
way, letting us think and reflect about current practices. 
 
The parallel sessions covered interesting works and provided, when time allowed, 
discussions between audience and presenters, enhancing the quality of the presentation 
and providing suggestions for future works and collaborations. 
 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
 
The 7th International Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering was held in 

Rome from 17 to 20 June 2019. It was organized by the Italian Geotechnical Society in 

partnership with the Technical Committee TC 203. The inaugural lecture was presented by 

Prof George Gazetas honoring the Italian professor Michele Maugeri, and the topic was 

“Seismic Performance of caisson and multi-block gravity quay walls”. Didactic as usual, 

Prof Gazetas presented the results of numerical simulations of past case histories and the 

lessons to be taken from these results.  

The theme Liquefaction was present in at least one parallel session and plenary lecture 

during the course of the Conference. This highlights the current relevance and complexity 

of the topic. Furthermore, the topic was divided into different subtopics, covering case 

histories, assessment, impact, mitigation, and modeling. 

Another interesting feature of the conference is the multicultural and multinational 

character, which makes the event a place of scientific exchange for current and future 

collaborations. There were around 900 participants, coming mainly from Italy, Japan, the 

USA, and China. From the published papers it was possible to observe the existing and 

past projects ran by multiple countries, ratifying the collaborative environment of the field 

of Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering. 

The closing session was one of the most expected lectures, were legends as Prof. Gazetas, 

Prof. Stokoe, Prof. Ishihara, and Prof. Idriss could present they work while provoking the 

audience to reflect about the current project practices. For the next Conference, in Osaka, 

the TC chair will be Prof. Miro Cubrinosvki.  

As a Master’s student, and hopefully, future Ph.D. student, coming from a country with 
little research on the topic, and consequently low technical expertise, the opportunity of 
attending this Conference represented a turning point in my career. I came home with 
many ideas to implement and enhance the quality of my work. 



 

 

 

 
 

Opening Ceremony 
 
 
 

 
 

Prof Gazetas presenting the Maugeri Lecture 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Brazilian Group at the Conference – From left to right: Cristian Soriano (COPPE/UFRJ – 
University of Cambridge); Prof. Maria Cascão (POLI/UFRJ); Luciano Souza Junior 

(COPPE/UFRJ – IFSTTAR); Prof Márcio Almeida (COPPE/UFRJ). 
 
 

 
 

Prof Idriss during the Wisemen section 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  
 

Prof Ishihara during the Wisemen Section 
 
 

 


