
 

 

 
 

ISSMGE FOUNDATION 
REPORT ON CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

 

Your Name:  
Dr. János Szendefy 
 

Your Organization: 
Budapest University of 
Technology and Economics, 
Budapest, Hungary 

Date of report: 
22nd September 2019 

Conference Title: 
17th European Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 
 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavík, Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019 

What you learned: 
You always learn lot when you are in a such a big conference where you have a chance to 
listening lots of presentation from different sections of your geotechnical science. I heard 
a lot of good ideas about new laboratory tests, field investigations, numerical modelling 
etc. 
One of the main message to me was the importance of complex thinking and analyses of a 
structures, this was explained by Suzanna Lacasse keynote lecture about Dams&risk 
assessment. It was also interesting to see how important to try to integrate the 
sustainability into the geotechnical profession. The importance of this was demonstrated 
by the fact that there was a separate section on this topic. 
The country with the lots of volcanoes, different stones and soils and their geotechnical 
problems were very interesting. The keynote lecture of Sigudur Erlingsson presented how 
they take into their geotechnical calculation the climate changing problems and try to 
balance against the giant forces of the nature.  
 

People you met:   
Julijana Bojadjieva – Macedonia 
Franz Tschuchnigg – Austria 
Péter Nagy – Austria 
Loretta Batali – Romania 
Janko Logar – Slovenia 
Vasile Farcas – Romania 
David Remaud – France 
Ernest Olinie – Romania 
Chris Meyers – USA 
Christophe Denayer – Belgium 
Aurela Shitiza – Belgium 
Suzanna Haas - Germany 
 

Main features of conference:   
The conference was held in Reykjavik between 1st and 6th of September 2019 in the 
Harpa building. The building has very expressive facade with its glass facade and the 
internal area is also delicious. At the conference many honoured guests were invited as 



 

 

the former president of Iceland and Charles Ng, the president of ISSMGE, but we have a 
chance to meet the ex-presidents as Roger Frank or Seco e Pinto or highly respected 
geotechnical engineers too. The keynote lectures and main session were in the morning, 
while the sessions were in the afternoon. It was a good new idea to give chance to the 
young researchers with 10min presentation at the main sessions. The number of the 
afternoon session presentations reached the 420 pieces which is a fantastic number, while 
many posters were also available in the lounges. 
Lots of different companies had exhibition stands during the whole conference time. 
 

Your comments on the conference:  
The organizing committee did a very good job because the conference was very well 
organized, which would be difficult task with such a lots of programs and participants. 
The chairmen of sessions controlled very well the quite short 8min presentations, also 
giving floor for the questions and small discussions. But of course, lecturing time also 
rewards performers too. 
It was a good idea to organize lunch and coffee breaks in the exhibition space and not in a 
separate hall.  
 
 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
 
The 17th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering was held 
on 1-6 September in Reykjavík, Iceland. According to the presentation of the European 
Vice President, 720 papers were published, and 400 papers were presented orally.  The 
conference itself is the most prestigious event of the ISSMGE in Europe, therefore it is only 
organized in every 4 years. On the first day the presidents of the ISSMGE (Charles Ng) and 
IGS (Hreinn Haraldsson), also the former president of Iceland, Mr. Ólafur Ragnar Grímsson 
gave a welcome speech, and an Icelandic drum quartet SUMA did a short performance.  
 
The topics of the 5 keynote lectures covered different geotechnical fields, as Suzanne 
Lacasse about Dams and risk assessment; Recent developments and applications; than 
Sigurdur Erlingsson: Geotechnical Challenges in Iceland, which was a very great overview 
about the country as well, followed by Antonio Gens: Hydraulic fills with special focus on 
liquefaction, and Jorge G. Zornberg introducing very demonstrative tests with geogrids in 
his Stabilization of Roadways using Geosynthetics lecture, finally was Lyesse Laloul: Energy 
Geotechnology; A New Era for Geotechnical Engineering. After the keynote lectures, 
Gioacchino Viggiani showed fantastic images of the geotechnical applications of X-rays 
and Maurice Bottiau highlighted the challenges of pile design as invited lecturers. While 20 
ten minutes invited plenary papers made really colourful the morning sessions. The 
afternoon program contained app. 420 pieces 8 minutes presentation covering the entire 
field of geotechnics. There was also a separate Poster section hall, where participants 
could examine posters of papers. The Poster section hall and the Exhibition Hall gave a 



 

 

great opportunity to meet and talk with the geotechnical engineers from all around the 
world, shearing their ideas and experiences and also giving chance for new relations. 
 
I also would like to thank the generous support of ISSMGE foundation, which allowed me 
to visit this absolutely stunning country and attend the most prestigious geotechnical 
conference in Europe. 
 
Dr. János Szendefy, Budapest University of Technology and Economics    
 

Photographs from Conference:  Insert here or attach to email 
 

 
The very expressive Harpa Conference Hall in Reykjavik. 
 



 

 

 
I’m with my poster. 
 

 
It was a great honor for me to be a Co-Chairman in one Session. 



 

 

 
Conversation with other participants during the coffee break. 

 
The beautiful landscape and interesting geotechnical pictures of the nature what we had a 
chance to enjoy during the traveling in Iceland before and after the conference. 

 


