
 

 

 
 

ISSMGE FOUNDATION 
REPORT ON CONFERENCE ATTENDANCE 

 

Your Name:  
Besian Xhagolli 
 

Your Organization: 
ALTEA & Geostudio 2000 

Date of report: 
12.10.2019 

Conference Title: 
The XVII European Conference on 
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering 

Location of Conference: 
Reykjavik Iceland 

Dates of Conference: 
1-6 September 2019 

What you learned: 
Main topics I was focused during this conference was geotechnical monitoring (slopes, buildings, 
bridges etc). During my session, I compared different types monitoring in Portugal, Romania and 
Albania (I am responsible for a construction site for the geotechnical monitoring). I learned what we 
can improve in the procedures we follow. 
I also learned very interesting thinks about Iceland. One of the highlights was the Mid-Atlantic 
Ridge, which for me, as a geologist, was one of the to-be-seen geological features.  
People you met:   
 
- Eng. Diego Marchetti, Studio Prof. Marchetti, Italy 
- Sara Amoroso, Studio Prof. Marchetti, Italy 
- Eng. Patricia Guerra Escobar, Geosynthetics, UK  
- Charles Ng, HKUST & President of the ISSMGE 
- President of Geotechnical Society of Portugal (I do not remember his name, but I really enjoyed 
his company during the gala dinner) 
- Faraz Tehrani, Deltares 
- Eng. Jean Claude Gress, Hydrogeotechnical Technical Advisor, France 
Main features of conference:   
 

- Technical visits (geothermal pools) 
- Geotechnical monitoring 
- Seismic correlation with geotechnical investigations 
- Gala dinner (great performance of the Icelandic organisers) 

 

 
 

Your comments on the conference:  
 
This conference was very satisfying for me. Going from hot and sunny weather to cold weather in 
Iceland, was really great for my tastes. The conference was organised pretty good, in a very good 
location near the harbour. I enjoyed the lecturers, they were flexible during the speech and the 
audience could follow them up. We could use some extra sits though (some days the rooms were 
full of people). In general, the conference went smooth, the Icelandic people there, were warm and 
joyfull. 
 

  



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
Iceland is one of the most interesting places I have ever visited. The politics they follow in 
developing this country is very strict and has pretty good results (I wish my country would be 
like that). The same situation I saw during the conference, well-organised, in a good location, 
but overall interesting topics (probably all of them were interesting to me). The technical visit I 
went to was satisfying, both mentally and physically. I wish the gala dinner could last a little 
longer, the artists performance was great. My stay was about seven days and I think I 
managed to follow all the conference topics and do a little tourism to get to know Iceland a 
little bit. 
 

Photographs from Conference:   
 

                                          
Albanian Geotechnical Engineers 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Photo during opening ceremony 

 

 
Photo during gala dinner 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Photos during conference presentations 
 

 


