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Your Name: Jean de Sauvage 
 
 

Your Organization: IFSTTAR, 
France 
 

Date of report: 
27/09/19 
 

Conference Title: 1st 
Mediterranean Young 
Geotechnical Engineers 
Conference 

Location of Conference: 
Bodrum, Mugla, Turkey 

Dates of Conference: 
23-24/09/2019 

What you learned: I learned that across the Mediterranean region, we have to face similar 
geotechnical problems and we share a very similar culture in the way to solve them despite 
the local particularities.  
I also noticed that the collaborations between European and African institutes provide great 
results but they are far too few up to now.  
 
 

People you met:  Since I suffered from a strong throat infection, I could not meet all the 
people I wanted to. Nevertheless, I was able to talk with Mario Manassero (Politecnico di 
Milano and Vice-President ISSMGE Europe) and a really helpful discussion with George 
Gazetas (National Technical University of Athens).  
I also met young geotechnical engineers coming from Turkey, Cyprus and Mauritania 
interested in the software I presented. 
 

Main features of conference:  The conference was held only in plenary sessions and it gave 
a specific audience to everyone. The keynotes were well designed, didactic and tackling the 
important subjects of climate challenges, overdesigning and safety. The other sessions were 
organised, as far as possible, around a common subject. This gave a coherence inside each 
session. Moreover, delightful Turkish biscuits accompanied the coffee breaks! 
 

Your comments on the conference: The conference was really well organised and the few 
number of attendants allowed nice discussions to take place between young geotechnical 
engineers and the renowned professors who were present.  
The idea of organizing a “Young Members” conference in an area crossing three continents 
was a very good one and the Mediterranean region is especially appropriate because of the 
historical, cultural and economic links that unite its inhabitants. 
 

  



 

 

Please attach short report (maximum 400 words) suitable for publication in the ISSMGE 
Bulletin:  
 
The first Mediterranean Young Geotechnical Engineers Conference was held in Bodrum, 
Mugla, Turkey, and I had the chance to get an ISSMGE grant to attend it. I had submitted 
two presentations who had been accepted.  
 
The first one presented an improvement of a limit-equilibrium software developed by 
IFSTTAR in the 80’s for the design of soil-nailed walls. These kind of software are generally 
bad at predicted the facing loads profile and the improvement I presented tackles this 
problem. After my presentation, I got some questions during the session and numerous 
other questions during the coffee break. Some of the attendant have expressed their will to 
collaborate when my version of the software comes out on Open Access. 
 
The second presentation tackled the determination of soil-nail interface parameters 
through pull-out tests. Even if it did not raise the same level of enthusiasm, attendants made 
some comments that will help the improvement of the method. 
 
On top of that, this conference was the occasion of rewarding meeting with young 
geotechnical engineers from across the Mediterranean region. We talked about the cultural 
aspects of our differences and similarities as well as the technical ones. A point who stroke 
me was the different approaches people had on the subject of physical modelling. The 
similarities that we try to keep between the model and the prototype are not always the 
same and the scaling rules diverge. On the other hand, the rules to design geotechnical 
buildings seems relatively coherent between us. 
 
Last but not least, this conference was the opportunity for me to exchange with Pr. George 
Gazetas about the seismic behaviour of soil-nailed walls, a subject I try to study. His 
expertise in the seismic field helped me to understand some aspects of the problem from a 
point of view I never had before.  
 
To sum up, despite my throat infection this conference provided me an important help in 
the development of my works.  
 
Jean de Sauvage 
 

 


