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reasons while there had been no contact with the Azerbaijani
society for several years. However, it was hoped they would all
be able to renew ties in the near future. The Secretary General
1 OPENING REMARKS BY PRESIDENT AND
stated that ISSMGE may have over 19000 individual members,
AGREEMENT OF THE AGENDA
but that this was difficult to affirm since individual membership
lists from Member Societies were often submitted irregularly
The President opened the meeting by welcoming all delegates,
(some member societies not having submitted lists for a number
and thanking them for having elected him as President of the
of years), and some Member Societies were prevented from
Society at the previous Council Meeting. He welcomed the
providing comprehensive lists due to national privacy laws.
newest members, the Lebanese and the Chinese Taipei
The Secretary General welcomed two new Member
Geotechnical Societies, bringing national member societies to
Societies: the Lebanese Geotechnical Engineering Society and
89, and he commented that the total individual membership was
the Chinese Taipei Geotechnical Society. He commented that
nearly 19000. He expressed his interest in expanding ISSMGE
there had been some changes in Corporate Associates in that the
into those countries who are currently not members. He pointed
economic crisis had affected some companies particularly
out that he was the fifteenth president in the history of the
adversely and they had chosen to opt out of their association
Society, with Professor Michael Davies being the current First
with ISSMGE. Nevertheless, there had been an overall increase
Vice-President.
in Corporate Associates due to the recent recruitment efforts by
The President described the remits of the various Board
members of the MPAC.
Level committees, and explained that the newest initiative, the
The Secretary General went on to discuss the issue of the
Public Relations Committee, was still at the planning stage.
Membership List. He commented that the idea of producing a
booklet had been recently abandoned, but that there was still
interest in having a list of names. He asked for a straw poll
2 LIST OF DELEGATES AND OTHER PERSONS
amongst the attendees to see if a list should be produced on CD
PRESENT
in time for the Paris Conference, with the following results:
The Secretary General explained that it was important for the
Votes
record to know who attended the meeting. He presented a list
For:
27
of delegates who had indicated their intention to attend the
5
Against:
Council Meeting. All the voting delegates present were noted
Abstentions: 2
and as were the Member Societies who had transferred their
voting rights by proxy.
On other matters, the Secretary General noted that the Nepal
Geotechnical Society had not been in contact for some time, and
was in danger of being suspended. He asked for help in trying
3 CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM
to establish contact with responsive members of that society.
The Secretary General noted that at this count there were 63
The Secretary General asked the attendees if there were any
votes available from 26 voting delegates and 37 proxies. He
further comments, but there were none.
confirmed that the meeting was quorate for voting on any
matter; though he thought it unfortunate that the quorum was
6 TRANSFER OF THE ISRAEL GEOTECHNICAL
made up largely of proxy votes.
SOCIETY TO THE ISSMGE EUROPEAN REGION
4 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF THE
ALEXANDRIA COUNCIL MEETING
The President asked if there were any objections to the minutes
of the Alexandria Council Meeting. There were none and the
Minutes were approved.
5

MEMBERSHIP

The Secretary General presented his report (given in Appendix
1) in which it was noted there were currently 86 member
societies. Following the discussion at the previous Council
Meeting in Alexandria, three societies were considered
suspended: Azerbaijan, Kenya and Zimbabwe. The societies in
Kenya and Zimbabwe were not able to operate for obvious

The President gave Council the background to this item. He
said that at the recent Asian Regional Conference in Hong Kong
he was approached by a representative of the Israeli
Geotechnical Society who asked for the society to be transferred
to the European region. The President said that he first
consulted with the Vice-Presidents for Asia and Europe, who
both agreed that this would be a good move. Essentially, the
move was a means of dealing with the political problems that
had arisen with other countries in the region especially with
regards to selection of the venue for the Regional Conference.
The matter had been discussed by the Board, who had agreed
unanimously to this suggestion, but the President noted that the
Statues required the decision to the ratified by Council.
He asked Council to vote on the issue, with the following
result:
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Votes
For:
52
Against:
5
Abstentions: 6
Thus, Council approved the motion, and the Israel Member
Society is now part of the ISSMGE European region.
7 REGIONAL REPORTS BY VICE-PRESIDENTS ON
REGIONAL ACTIVITIES
The President invited the regional Vice-Presidents to present
their reports in turn. The reports are included in Appendix 2.
Professor Samuel Ejezie (VP for Africa) presented his
report, noting that the importance of the Alexandria Council
Meeting in 2009 was still felt in the region, with increased
activity particularly in societies to the north and south of the
continent. The central area remained relatively inactive but this
was attributable to very different political situations in those
countries. He was also pleased to report back on the success of
the recent regional conference in Mozambique, with a very high
number of participants. The next Regional Conference (the
16th ARC in 2015) would be held in Tunisia and the next
edition of the Young Geotechnical Engineers’ Conference
would be held late in 2012 in Egypt. He noted that great efforts
were being made in the region to increase membership (both in
terms of Corporate Associates and Member Societies).
Professor Askar Zhussupbekov (VP for Asia) reviewed the
Member Societies of his region, and welcomed the new
members, the Lebanese Geotechnical Engineering Society and
the Chinese Taipei Geotechnical Society. He was pleased to
report that not only were the Asian Technical Committees very
active, but that the Asian societies in general were well
represented in the ISSMGE Technical Committees. He noted
that the organisation of the next Asian YGEC in Tokushima in
2012 was well in hand.
Professor Michael Davies (VP for Australasia) presented his
report, noting that though small (only two societies in the
region), both were very active.
In fact the Australian
Geotechnical Society was now the largest Technical Society in
Engineers Australia and he highly recommended their official
Bulletin “Australian Geomechanics”.
In New Zealand,
activities had been dominated by the recent Christchurch
earthquake, and seismic design guidelines on “Geotechnical
Earthquake Engineering Practice” were being produced. The
next edition of the ANZ regional conference would be held in
2012 in Melbourne, and Professor Davies was pleased to invite
the Board to hold a meeting at that event.
Professor Ivan Vanicek presented his report on European
activities. He pointed out that it was the largest of the regions
and therefore he could not go into too much detail regarding the
activities of the 34 member societies. The most significant
upcoming events were the 2013 International Conference
together with the International Young Geotechnical Engineers
Conference in Paris, and the 2012 YGEC in Sweden. He
reported that an issue of concern amongst European Member
Societies was the prestige of the profession and how this was
affected by the notion of risk. Society in general demanded
100% perfection, which was clearly not possible, and
consideration needed to be given to the idea of risk sharing.
Professor Gabriel Auvinet presented his report on North
America, which though small (only three Member Societies)
accounted for almost 20% of the total individual membership of
the organisation. All three member societies were doing well,
and the Canadian Geotechnical Society had done a sterling job
in the organisation of the 2011 Panama Conference. He also
noted that the society in Mexico had recently had a name
change, and was now known as the Mexican Society for
Geotechnical Engineering (Sociedad Mexicana de Ingeniería
Geotécnica).

Professor Roberto Terzariol presented his report on the
South American region, in which he compared it to the other
ISSMGE regions in terms of the number of Member Societies
represented and the ratio of members to the general population
of the regions. He highlighted a number of difficulties faced by
the South American member societies and the proposed plans to
rectify these, including the new South American vicepresidency webpage (http://issmge-savp.blogspot.com/) created
to help tackle communication issues within the region.
The President thanked the Vice-Presidents for their
contributions. He took advantage of the short break to
introduce distinguished visitors from the sister societies:
Professor Jorge Zornberg (representing the International
Geosynthetics Society), Mr Rick Staples (Tunnelling
Association of Canada), and Professor Owen White
(International Association for Engineering Geology and the
Environment).
The President was also pleased to announce that the post
conference volume from the XVII International Conference for
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering in Alexandria
was now available, and would be distributed by the publishers
to registered delegates of that conference.
8

AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS 5A.2 AND 5A.5

The Secretary General introduced this item, which had become
necessary because the Society needed to change accountants.
Essentially what was required was a change in meaning: the
term “audited” in Bylaws 5A.2 and 5A.5 when referring to the
ISSMGE accounts was not being correctly used. At the time the
current ISSMGE Statutes were drawn up (in 1989, in Rio de
Janeiro) it was common to refer to the “auditing” of accounts.
However, in recent years, the term “auditing” had acquired both
financial and legal implications and according to current
English financial law, the society’s accounts did not require
formal auditing. It would be sufficient for the accounts to be
“independently reviewed”. The Secretary General proposed the
new wording and asked if there were any comments from the
floor, but there were none.
The President noted that there were two Bylaws in which a
change of wording was proposed, and asked if anyone objected
to voting for both at the same time. There were no objections,
so Council was asked to vote, with the following result:
Votes
For:
54
Against:
1
Abstentions: 2
The proposal was thus carried, and the Bylaws were
amended to read as follows:
5A.2 Independently reviewed financial statements of
receipts and expenditure shall be presented to each
meeting of the Council for the period since the
previous Council Meeting.
5A.5 A financial statement of receipts and expenditures
shall be presented to each Board Meeting.
9

ISSMGE BULLETIN

Professor Ikuo Towhata presented his report (included here as
Appendix 3). Since taking over two years ago, he has
maintained the editing process of the Bulletin as established by
Professor Osamu Kusakabe. The number of annual editions has
gone up from 4 to 6, and there has also been an increase in the
number of articles published. He noted that the articles were
not peer-reviewed, and that it was now time for both the
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Member Societies and Technical Committees to start submitting
material. He emphasised that he would like to include what
could even be considered as minor news items. Professor
Towhata asked for proposals on how to publish the special
edition in celebration of ISSMGE’s 75 Anniversary, possibly at
the time of the Paris conference. He was particularly interested
in receiving articles on urban re-development, and also
expressed interest in receiving submissions on the Gotthard
Base Tunnel. He pointed out that good articles in the Bulletin
could also be submitted to the IGJCH, which is peer reviewed,
and therefore there was no conflict.
The President noted that it would be interesting to find out
who of the individual members was receiving the Bulletin. The
Secretary General asked if there were any comments from the
floor on what people would like to see in the Bulletin, and asked
for any feedback in general. There were no further comments.
10 INTERNATIONAL SEMINARS
Pedro Sêco e Pinto made his presentation, which included an
outline of the procedures established for the International
Seminars. There had been 24 International Seminars organised
between 2006 and 2009, and 10 between 2010 and 2011. He
expressed his deep gratitude to all those who had helped him
organise the various events. He concluded his presentation
stating that if any Member Societies felt that they would benefit
from such seminars that they should contact the President, their
regional Vice-President or himself.
The President acknowledged the amount of energy that
Pedro Sêco e Pinto had put into this initiative, and thanked him
for his efforts. He confirmed that the Board had voted
unanimously to continue with the International Seminars, under
the new procedures that had recently been established.
11 CHANGE OF NAME OF THE SOCIETY FROM
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR SOIL MECHANICS AND
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING" TO "INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY FOR GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING".
The President presented this item, which had been proposed by
the Member Societies of the USA, Mexico and Japan. He gave
a brief background to the origin of this motion, pointing out that
the International Society for Soil Mechanics and Foundation
Engineering (ISSMFE - the society’s original name) changed in
1997 to its current name, the International Society for Soil
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE). In his
Progress Report of June 2010, the President asked individual
opinions on a possible name change to International Society for
Geotechnical Engineering. The response was 60% in favour,
40% against. Later on that same year, the President sought the
view of the Member Societies, which indicated 40% in favour,
60% against. In the Spring of 2011, the President took a poll
amongst the ISSMGE board, resulting in an 8 to 2 vote in
favour of the new name, provided this also involved a merger
with the International Society for Rock Mechanics (ISRM).
At the Federation of International Geo-engineering
Societies (FedIGS) Meeting in Rome in May 2011, the
representatives of the ISRM and the International Association
for Engineering Geology and the Environment (IAEG) were
consulted, and they were strongly against the name change and
merger. The President reported that he had since received
letters from the Presidents of both societies reiterating their
opposition to such a name change. Nevertheless, the President
was very much in favour of the name change and he felt
strongly that it would strengthen the public perception of the
profession. He noted that he had received some comments in
advance of the meeting and he asked those individuals to share
their views with Council.

Juan de Dios Aleman (Mexico) commented that similar
discussions had taken place in the Mexican Member Society,
resulting in a name change in 2009. The feeling was that the
new name was more inclusive of other activities. In fact, once
the name change had been approved, new members were
interested in participating in the newly named society,
improving activities and making the society’s objectives more
attainable.
Osamu Kusakabe (Japan) reported that the Japanese
Member Society changed its name in 1995 (from the Japanese
Society for Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering to the
Japanese Geotechnical Society). He did not see any difficulties
with the proposal, as long as the Sister Societies were happy
with the change.
Robert Holtz (USA) spoke in support of the proposal,
stating that in his opinion the new name was the best description
of what the members do.
Michele Jamiolkowski (Past President) presented arguments
in favour of changing the present name of the Society and a
brief history regarding the current name of the society. In the
late ‘80s, early ‘90s, it was felt that “Foundation Engineering”
was not a fully recognised activity, hence the decision to change
to Geotechnical Engineering, which was felt to broaden the
scope of the society. In his opinion, short names were more
readily accepted by the media. Furthermore, most European
member societies did not use the term “Soil Mechanics” in their
title, referring to themselves as geotechnical societies: this was
their main activity, they were involved in geotechnical design,
and there was no doubt that the term “geotechnical engineering”
best reflects what they are and what they do. However,
removing the term “Soil Mechanics” also meant removing links
to the society’s heritage. Insofar the issue of a possible merger
with the Sister Societies was concerned, he was aware that the
sister societies were against such a move, but a name change
may help the transition. In any case, he felt that the issue
should not split the society, but that nevertheless its presence on
the agenda was important. He closed by saying that if the
motion was defeated, it should be placed again on the agenda in
Paris in 2013.
Pedro Sêco e Pinto presented arguments in favour of
retaining the present name of the Society. The tern “Soil
Mechanics” respected the roots of the Society and encompassed
the necessary theory used in the applied disciplines of
Geotechnical Engineering. Using the two terms reflected the
integrated nature of the Society, which must be seen to be
preserved. Changing the name could lead to confusion and
thoughts that a new society had been created. He felt that
changing the name of the Society should not become an
obsession and he was strongly against merging with the Sister
Societies arguing that ISSMGE must retain its autonomy.
The President then opened the floor to discussion.
Georg Heerten (Germany) stated that the DGGT was
against the change, as it was itself an umbrella society,
combining members of ISRM, IAEG and IGS. He felt that the
society would need to become an umbrella organisation first,
before contemplating a name change.
Owen White (IAEG) reported that at their recent Meeting,
the IAEG Council had expressed strong concern against the
name change; IAEG wants to be fully collaborative, but
maintain independent development.
Gareth Belton (UK) echoed the thoughts expressed by
Georg Heerten: the British Geotechnical Association includes
ISRM, hence its name. The BGA itself had conducted a
national poll, which showed that the majority of members
rejected a name change.
Roger Frank (Appointed Board Member) also confirmed
that the Comité Français de la Mécanique des Sols were not in
favour of the name change, as they felt it meant losing historical
background. He felt that the proposed name change could
antagonise the Sister Societies and that in academia there would
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be a sense of separating geotechnical engineering from
mechanics.
Stefano Aversa (Italy) reported that the Italian member
society was also an umbrella group, and though it was not
unanimous, a large proportion of the members were against the
proposed name change, feeling that the current name defines the
society very well, and that the use of “Soil Mechanics”
differentiated the society clearly from “Rock Mechanics”.
Nicholas Vlachopoulos (Greece) stated that the Hellenic
Society wanted to keep the term “Mechanics” in the name. A
possible suggested compromise to a name change would be to
“International Society of Geo-Mechanics and Geo-engineering”.
Tim Lansivaara (Finland) said that the Finnish society did
not have a very strong view either way, but in general terms was
in favour of the proposal. The society had a close cooperation
with the sister societies, and they did not foresee a problem
there. The same applied to the Danish society, which he was
also representing at the Council Meeting.
The President called for a straw poll to see how many of the
delegates were in favour of merging with Rock Mechanics, with
the following results
Votes
For:
15
Against:
10
Abstentions: 9
Georg Heerten stated that he had to abstain since he wanted
to see a FedIGS type integration not just a merger with one of
the Sister Societies. Flor de Cock (Belgium) stated that the
Belgian society was against a merger, but strongly in favour of
collaboration.
The President commented that Professor Heinz Brandl in
his presentation at the 75 Anniversary Session during the recent
European Regional Conference in Athens, noted that in the mid
‘60s, the society (“a family”) had lost Rock Mechanics (“a
child”), that later The Society lost The Tunnelling Association
(“another child”), that later again The Society lost The
Geosynthetics Society (“yet another child”) and that now, using
the same metaphor, the name change was a step towards
attempting to re-group the family.
Dennis Becker (Canada) noted that the Canadian
Geotechnical society was also an umbrella society, and that the
ISSMGE needs to emphasise its own specialism. The term
“Soil mechanics” should be retained, as it was important in
terms of collaboration. He felt that there was no compelling
evidence for why the name should change. The President
commented on a possible analogy with the medical profession,
in that in the go-to-contact in terms of the public was the
American Medical Association. Dennis Becker felt that that
was not necessarily the role of the ISSMGE, that it should be
considered an advocate of the profession.
Michele Jamiolkowski noted that there were supporters of
both sides of the argument, and explained that he was very
supportive of a merger with ISRM. Many rock mechanics
engineers had left the society which he thought was now
dominated by petroleum and mining engineers.
The President commented that he had had discussions with
John Hudson, President of ISRM, who thought that a merger
now was not appropriate.
Gabriel Auvinet commented that there could be an issue
with the French version of the new name. Roger Frank said that
he thought it would be SIG.
The President called for a vote on the proposal of changing
the name of the Society, with the following result:
Votes
For:
23
Against:
39
Abstentions: 1

Thus, the motion was defeated, and the name of the society
remains.
The President stated that he appreciated the professional
discussion and debate, and the passion expressed for the
profession. He noted that one of his goals was to engage
members in the business of the society, and that fruitful
discussion leads to consideration of who and what the society is,
how it works, the difference between the member societies, and
what the society wants.
12 CHANGE OF NAME OF THE QUADRENNIAL
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE FROM ICSMGE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON SOIL MECHANICS
AND GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING" TO "WCSMGE WORLD CONFERENCE ON SOIL MECHANICS AND
GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING"
This motion had been proposed by the Hellenic Member
Society, and the President noted that it was seconded the US
member society. It was felt that there were many “International
Conferences”, and that it was important to differentiate.
Roger Frank said that the French society was in favour, but
that they requested that if the name change was approved, that it
should not be applicable until after the next international
conference scheduled for Paris, as much groundwork and
publicity had already been completed under the current name.
Michael Davies pointed out he liked the idea of keeping to the
traditional name, and that it needed the definite article “The” in
front, for reasons to do with grammar and semantics (i.e. it was
not “an” international conference). He felt that the proposed
name was not appealing. Pedro Sêco e Pinto asked that if there
were a name change, that the numbering sequence should
continue uninterrupted. Suzanne Lacasse wondered what would
be gained by changing the name: it is the International Society,
and it would seem strange to have a “World” conference.
Michele Jamiolkowski asked the Secretary General how the
proposal would be approved, would it be either by a simple
majority, or by a 75% in favour. The Secretary General replied
that it would be the latter. Roger Frank then thought that the
French version of the proposed name should also be considered,
and that it would should be “la conférence mondiale” and not
“du monde”.
A vote was held, with the following result:
Votes
For:
.5
Against:
35
Abstentions: 3
The motion was not approved, and the name of the
conference remains ‘The International Conference for Soil
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering’.

13 PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEES
REPORTS ON ACTIVITIES BY CHAIRS OF THE
PRESIDENTIAL COMMITTEES
The President introduced the following items by stating that a
number of Board Level Committees had been created to help
the ISSMGE and impact the future of the society.
13.1 Innovation and Development Committee (IDC)
The IDC is led by Dimitrios Zekkos. The President considered
this group to be the think tank of ISSMGE and invited Dimitrios
to make his presentation (his report is presented here as
Appendix 4). Dimitrios Zekkos reviewed the progress achieved

Volume 6 - Page 100

Proceedings of the 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Paris 2013

to date, and explained that the task had been split into the
following subgroups:
Innovator of the year (now part of the AWAC charge);
Webinars – this project had already started, and there
was expected to be a significant increase in the
following year;
Lexicon – A number of languages had been added, so
that currently there were 17 languages included.
Dimitrios Zekkos asked that if anyone could add a new
language to the ones already available, to contact him.
He acknowledged the huge effort and assistance from a
number of colleagues who had helped inputting the
information.
IT in Geotechnical engineering – This subgroup had
been involved with setting up GeoWorld, a professional
networking tool for geotechnical engineers, by which
users can easily set up profile pages, and promote their
professional information. GeoWorld would also be
useful for TC organisation, and for the promotion and
dissemination on information of geotechnical interest.
It was hoped to integrate GeoWorld, the webinars, and
the website, and eventually the International Journal of
Geoengineering Case Histories. So far, there had been
800-1000 new profile pages created in GeoWorld, and
feedback had been very positive.
The President wished to acknowledge the tremendous amount
of work that had been put into this initiative by Dimitris Zekkos
and his team, and asked if there were any questions or
comments from the floor.
Georg Heerten (Germany) asked if GeoWorld was open to all,
or whether the user had to be a member of ISSMGE. Dimitrios
Zekkos replied that anyone could use it. ISSMGE had entered
into a contract with Geoengineer.org, and invested USD25000
to help get the new website written and launched and this was
felt to be excellent value. The President asked if there was any
data on the age of the people joining, and was informed that
currently that sort of data was not being collected, but it would
be possible to do so in the future.
Flor de Cock (Belgium) thought that such systems could
become annoying and may lead to an increase in unwanted
emails. Dimitrios Zekkos stated that the intention was to have
GeoWorld integrated with the ISSMGE website information
and there should not be a flood of emails as a result. He also
pointed out that while the ISSMGE website held information
that was controlled, GeoWorld was interactive, and with
universal access.
13.2 Membership, Practitioners and Academicians Committee
(MPAC)
Luiz de Mello made the MPAC presentation on behalf of Harry
Poulos (whose report is presented here as Appendix 5). He
reported that, once the Terms of Reference had been discussed,
and that the term “Corporate Associate had been defined”, the
MPAC was eager to establish the benefits that would be given
to the Corporate Associates. These had to be clear, and
beneficial, otherwise the Corporate Associates would fall away.
Currently there were in the order of 30 Corporate
Associates, and it was important to promote these both within
the Society and the Technical Committees, and stimulating
interaction amongst each other as this would encourage the
current Corporate Associate to pass the word along, and
increase their number. Luiz de Mello commented that the focus
currently was not on recruiting new Corporate Associates,
which was also being made more difficult by the current
recession, but on consolidating the existing ones.
Reviewing the current distribution, Luiz de Mello noted that
companies in Africa had not yet seen the benefits of becoming
corporate associates, though many foreign companies were
currently working there. He pointed out that Corporate

Associates could well be representing the Head Office, but that
regional branches could also be represented. The aim of the
MPAC was to have 50 Corporate Associates by the end of the
current presidential term, as well as to closely monitor the level
of satisfaction of the current associates. The current list of
Corporate Associates was presented as well as the list of donors
to the ISSMGE Foundation, for which the MPAC had an
overseeing role in making awards to applicants.
In discussion, Georg Heerten (Germany) asked for an
update on the Foundation, The President reported that it had
raised approximately USD110000 and had spent less than
USD10000.
He acknowledged that the Foundation was
probably not yet well known, and he was hesitant to seek more
funding as he felt not enough had been spent. Georg Heerten
asked whether delegates to the Baltic conference could be
helped financially, and the President said they should be
encouraged to apply.
The President thanked Luiz de Mello for presenting the
report, and commended him on his energy and efforts in
increasing the number of Corporate Associates from Brazil.
13.3 Technical Oversight Committee (TOC)
Suzanne Lacasse gave the presentation on behalf of the
Technical Oversight Committee, describing its mandate,
organisation and composition, and stressing that the she had
tried to choose people from all regions to assist on the
Executive Committee. She reported that the new TCs had been
organised into groups: Fundamentals, Applications and Impact
of the Profession on Society. A report from the TOC is given in
Appendix 6.
On the whole most Technical Committees were working
well: there had been some issues, but these were being dealt
with, and the role of the TOC was to encourage those who were
maybe not performing as best they could. There were some
changes coming up; e.g. The TC on Zero Level Cities had been
cancelled, but a new proposal from Russia was expected.
Suzanne Lacasse had a series of observations based on her
presentation.
•
The Terms of Reference of the TCs varied greatly in
ambition, which may be due to cultural reasons, or even
habit.
•
There was evidence of ineffective delegation of
responsibilities by the Chairman in certain TCs.
•
The issue of inactive members of TCs needed to be
resolved.
•
TCs needed to have appropriate geographical activity.
•
The excessive bureaucracy in establishing a TC and its
membership needed to be countered.
•
A suitable and efficient mechanism for TC reporting
was required.
•
The new Honours Lectures needed to be promoted.
•
The role of Corresponding Member, a new category
added to allow greater participation without excessive
representation in meetings from an individual Member
Society, needed to be more widely known.
Suzanne Lacasse considered that these issues could be dealt
with by appropriate revision of the TC Guidelines, which she
and the TOC would undertake in the near future. In addition,
she felt that the Conference Manual needed to be updated (for
June 2012) to include conference liaisons.
In discussion, Georg Heerten (Germany) enquired about the
role of the Core members. Suzanne Lacasse said that the TCs
only had Chairs, Vice Chairs, and Secretaries and that the word
“Core” should not be used and that it had been removed from
the Guidelines. Instead, the chairs of task groups within the TC
would be part of the Executive Group of the TC.
Ikuo Towhata (Appointed Board Member) asked if there
was a time limit (or life span) of the TCs, and how they would
be affected by the change in presidency. Suzanne Lacasse
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replied that the work of the TC would continue if requested to
do so by the new president. Jean-Louis Briaud confirmed that
he wished to disconnect the life of the TC from the term of the
presidency, and they should only terminate if a remit was
considered complete, or through inactivity. Similarly, the
Board had decided that a TC could be proposed at any time, not
just at the start of a new term.
Stefano Aversa recognised that the TOC had done an
excellent job. He wanted to use “bottom up control”, and check
with the members in the Italian society that indeed they have
been contacted by their TCs.
Muhsin Elie Rahhal (Lebanon) asked if a person could be a
member of more than one TC. The answer to this was yes, that
the Society should write to the Secretary General with the
names.
Flor de Cock (Belgium) commented that one way of
checking involvement of the TC was to actually check with its
individual members and ask if the TC chairs in contact and how
information was disseminated.
The President pointed out that GeoWorld would now be an
easy way to disseminate such information. Suzanne Lacasse
enquired if GeoWorld could offer a secure and confidential
method of a TC to work on a report. Dimitrios Zekkos stated
that this feature could be part of a future development.
13.4 Student and Young Members' Presidential Group
The President explained that he created the group for engineers
under 35 years of age, and had initially thought of limiting
membership to 18 individuals (meetings via Skype with
numbers higher than this had proven to be difficult). .
However, this proved difficult, and a number of people had
become “corresponding members”.
The President presented the report prepared by the SYMPG
on behalf of Jennifer Nicks, Chair of SYMPG , and Silvia
Garcia, Secretary of SYMPG. This indicated that one of the
areas of concern of the SYMPG was the issue of
communication, and it was felt that this would be vastly
improved by the new GeoWorld initiative. It was also felt that
young engineers should have greater involvement in TC
activities (e.g. as corresponding members), and the group were
keen to promote the development of webinars. The President
emphasised that the future of the society depended on the next
generation of engineers.
The SYMPG group came up with a list of 41 ideas, and it
was decided to concentrate on the top 4, which were presented
to the Board for their approval. This took place over the
previous 18 months, and now the SYMPG group was moving
on to the next items on their list. In short, the group was
extremely active, and doing very well.
13.5 Corporate Associates Presidential Group
The President explained that the Chairman of the Group,
Michael Lisyuk, was unable to attend as he was at a concurrent
TC conference in Croatia.
The President explained that he was very eager to encourage
involvement with practitioners, not just with academics. He had
approached the Corporate Associates, asking what ISSMGE
could do for them, as it was important to make it in their interest
to belong to the society, and stressing that the group has a direct
line to the President. The Corporate Associates came up with
creative suggestions, and it was decided to concentrate on the
first 6:
1. Create an award for outstanding geotechnical project
worldwide (J.-L. Briaud, ISSMGE President)
2. For Regional Conferences, the Organizing Committee
should strive to increase industry/practitioner membership
and lead roles such as Chair and the like. Keynote lecturers
should be given as appropriate by industry. Emphasis on

case records should be given in ISSMGE related
publications. (D. Becker, Golder Associates)
3. Corporate Associates should have a possibility to make
presentation of their work at the International and Regional
Conferences. (M. Lisyuk, Georeconstruction)
4. Allow full page advertisement for CAs in the bulletin on a
rotating basis. (J.-L. Briaud, ISSMGE President)
5. Open up the case studies database to public view and enable
CA’s to add their case studies in a pre-approved and
consistent format. (Chaido (Yuli) Doulala-Rigby, Tensar
Intl Ltd)
6. ISSMGE can organize workshops/seminars for CA on
practical aspects of geotechnical engineering, during
meetings of CAPG. (M. Lisyuk, Georeconstruction)
Of these, 1 & 4 were complete, 2 & 3 were in progress, 5
could be dealt with using the ISSMGE Bulletin and 6 could be
done in the future.
13.6 Award Committee
Charles Ng (Appointed Board Member) gave a presentation on
behalf of the Award Committee. The committee had reviewed
the numbers of awards given out by similar societies, and
concluded that the ISSMGE gave out much fewer awards in
comparison. However, it was acknowledged that this did not
include awards made by the Member Societies themselves.
The committee proposed 5 new awards, and recognised the
need to think through carefully the nomination procedure.
Arsenio Negro (Brazil) commented that the ABMS had
many more awards. Georg Heerten (Germany) stated that the
DGGT had recently increased its number of awards from 1 to 5.
He felt that they were administratively cumbersome, and the
award ceremonies took up too much valuable time at
meetings/conferences.
The President noted that in Paris the awards would be given
during a lunch so as not to interfere with the technical sessions.
Roger Frank (Appointed Board Member) acknowledged that
it was a good idea and was pleased that the new awards would
be presented during the Paris conference. He asked how the
nomination procedure would be publicised.
The President said that some would be self-nominations, but
that depended on the award. In the case of the Outstanding
Geotechnical Project, for example, ASCE had a similar award,
and there was no difficulty with self-nominations. Michael
Davies (Vice – President for Australasia) considered that it
would be appropriate to consult with the Member Societies on
this issue. Luiz de Mello said that it would depend on the
awards, i.e. for best Technical Committee would be nominated
by the TOC, the best project by a Member Society, and the best
Member Society by The President and the Secretary General.
George Heerten asked for further clarification regarding the
“innovation award”. Would this refer to new or existing
techniques and procedures? The President commented that
many good innovations deserved recognition.
Charles Ng considered that the person involved would be
asked to explain the benefit of the innovation, and then the
AWAC would decide.
14 THE ISSMGE FOUNDATION
The president explained that the Foundation had been designed
to help people participate more fully in ISSMGE and its
activities.
So far, thanks to very generous individuals,
companies, and other organisations, over USD100,000 had been
raised. However, not many applications had been received for
funding, so relatively few awards had been made. The
President felt that this was because The Foundation needed
more publicity to encourage applicants. He noted that it would
be beneficial if applicants included details of cost sharing to
enhance their prospects of obtaining a Foundation grant.
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15 RELATIONSHIPS WITH SISTER SOCIETIES ISRM
AND IAEG AND WITH OTHER INTERNATIONAL
BODIES
The President felt that FedIGS was a positive development with
the Sister Societies, in terms of general cooperation, but that it
required new direction, and less bureaucracy. At the moment
the Board included the Presidents, Past Presidents and the
Secretaries General of the sister societies and that this may need
to be reviewed in view of the possible additional members (IGS,
IAHR, ICOLD, ITA, etc). It needed to be flexible, and less
intensive. The next meeting would be in Stockholm in May
2012, and would be hosted by the ISRM.
Flor de Cock (Belgium) commented that this was a sensitive
issue in the Belgian Society, and that a good platform for
cooperation needed to strike the right balance between
independence and collaboration.
16 PRESENTATION OF AUDITED ACCOUNTS 2009, 2010
The Secretary General presented his report on the audited
accounts for 2009 and 2010 and the accounts are given in
Appendix 7.
Robert Holtz (USA) commented that at the Istanbul Council
Meeting it was reported that the Society would be without funds
by 2008, so it was heartening to see that its financial standing
was sound.
The motion to accept the accounts was proposed by Luiz de
Mello and seconded by George Heerten. Votes were cast as
detailed below:
Votes
For:
46
0
Against:
Abstentions: 2
The Audited accounts were thus approved.
17 BUDGET 2011 – 2013
Michael Davies presented the budget, which is given in
Appendix 8. Regarding the webinars, Michael Davies noted
that no income had been received yet, but that was not an issue,
as it was part of the outreach program and was covered by the
budget. Once the potential of the webinars programme to
generate income was known; it could be added to the budget.
He also presented a summary of the Foundation account from
its creation in 2010 to date. Following the award of grants from
the Foundation of £2,317 during 2010 and 2011, in October
2011 the funds held in the Foundation were £74,214.
ISSMGE FOUNDATION ACCOUNT - (to October 2011)

RECEIPTS
Donations
Transfer from ISSMGE general funds
Interest
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Grants
Audit fees and bank charges
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
OPENING BALANCE
CLOSING BALANCE

2010
£

2011
£

44,646
32,000
14

0
0
31

76,660

31

233
109

2,084
51

342

2,135

0
76,318

76,318
74,214

Tim Lansivaara (Finland) commented that the webinars
were a great way to reach members, and wondered if they could
be free. The President commented that the ASCE-GI charged
about USD350 per 60 min webinar, while ISSMGE was
planning on charging USD200 for a 90 minute session. The
President felt that it was reasonable to charge for such a service
since there were costs involved, and added that the charge was
per computer registered, so that the webinar could be
transmitted via a large screen to a greater audience, which
would bring the per capita cost down. The President then asked
the delegates if they thought charging was a reasonable policy.
George Heerten (Germany) thought the charge reasonable and
also that the speaker should not be paid. He asked if the
Foundation could be used to support the activity. Tim
Lansivaara (Finland) thought that would be sensible and the
Foundation should be promoted at the same time as advertising
webinars.
Robert Holtz (USA) proposed that the budget be accepted,
and this was seconded by Arsenio Negro (Brazil). Votes were
cast as detailed below:
Votes
For:
45
0
Against:
Abstentions: 2
The Budget for 2011- 2013 was approved.
18 ISSMGE 75 YEARS CELEBRATION
The President introduced this item, affirming that the driving
force behind the celebrations was the immediate Past President
Pedro Sêco e Pinto. Typically, this was a one hour session
involving the Past (represented by the past regional Vicepresident), the present (the present regional Vice President) and
the Future represented by a young members, most likely from
the SYMPG. Commemorative events had taken place at the
ICEG, and at the Asian, African, and European Regional
Conferences. The Pan-American edition would be held during
the conference, and the Australasian version would be held at
the Conference in Melbourne in 2012. A special issue of the
Bulletin was being planned in time for the International
Conference in Paris in 2013.
19 18TH ICSMGE - PARIS 2013
Roger Frank outlined the preparations that were well underway
for the 2013 International Conference in Paris. The themes
were already agreed and the Committees were working well.
The structure of the conference would be the same as used in
Alexandria with plenary sessions on the first two days followed
by parallel discussion sessions on the next two days. The
conference website had been created and this would be the
prime source of information for the event. The French Society
would retain copyright of papers at the conference so that they
can be later downloaded free of charge. It was anticipated that
early bird standard registration fee would be EUR600 and for
students EUR300.
The iYGEC was being arranged
concurrently (from 31 August to 1 September) so that those
delegates would also have access to the plenary lectures.
The President commented that he was really looking
forward to the conference, and was excited about the various
Honours lectures. Roger Frank noted that there was expectation
that the honours lectures and the workshops fitted around the
central themes of the conference.
Ikuo Towhata (Appointed Board Member) asked if satellite
conferences could be organised before or after the conference.
Roger Frank said that both would be possible, and even during
the event itself as there were plenty of rooms available but that
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the organizing committee of the 2013 ICSMGE could not offer
any administrative support.
Yoo Chungsik (Korea) also said he was very much looking
forward to attending but was somewhat concerned at the
possible high cost of hotel accommodation. Roger Frank
replied that in Paris there was a very wide supply, for all
budgets, but as ever, the sooner one booked the better.
Stefano Aversa commented that the sign of a good
conference was the possibility of good discussion; therefore it
was important to pick good discussion leaders. Roger Frank
said that he fully agreed, explaining that with the new format,
the first two days were not meant for discussion, but that the
second two days were more geared in that direction, with strong
interaction from TC members.
20 ANY OTHER BUSINESS
There was no other business to discuss
21 DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING
The next Council Meeting would be held on Sunday 1st
September 2013, in Paris, just before the 18th International
Conference, with an 8:30 a.m. start
22 THANKS AND CLOSURE
The President thanked the Secretary General, Paloma Peers, and
Hanna Prichard for their assistance, and the Geo-Institute for
their financial support. He was pleased that the Council
Meeting had kept to its timing, and so was able to surprise the
delegates with the world premiere of the ISSMGE song written
and proposed by Jana Frankovska, President of the Slovak and
Czech Member Society.
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Appendix 1: Membership

R.N. Taylor
Secretary General, ISSMGE

1

MEMBER SOCIETIES

The accompanying Table indicates that the present ISSMGE
membership is just over 19000 in 86 Member Societies
(information correct as of 29th September 2011). The following
societies have shown a significant change in membership when
compared to the report produced for the Alexandria Council
Meeting: Argentina now reports 74 (up from 56); CTGA now
has 100 (up from 28), China now has 368 (up from 200);
Mexico now has 253 (down from 372), New Zealand has 443
(up from 363), and Singapore now has 271 members (up from
175)
The following societies are deemed to be suspended:
Azerbaijan Republic, Kenya, and Zimbabwe.
Two new Member Societies have joined since the
Alexandria Council Meeting: the Chinese Taipei Geotechnical
Society, and the Lebanese Geotechnical Engineering Society,
both in June 2011.
2

CORPORATE MEMBERS

There are 29 current Corporate Members (up from 21 reported
at the Alexandria Council Meeting).
Acciona Infraestructuras SA
AECOM Asia Company Ltd (joined May 2011)
Bauer Maschinen GmbH

Bentley Systems (previously gINT)
Brasfond Fundacoes Especiais SA (joined March 2011)
Coffey Geotechnics (joined September 2010)
Deltares
Fugro N.V.
Georeconstruction Engineering Co
Geoteknik SA
Golder Associates Inc
Huesker Ltda – Brazil (joined March 2011)
Huesker Synthetic GMBH
International I.G.M. (joined June 2010)
Jan de Nul N.V.
Kiso-jiban Consultants Co., Ltd.
Naue GmbH Co KG
Norwegian Geotechnical Institute
Construtora Norberto Odebrecht (joined October 2010)
Siemens Energy
Soletanche Bachy SA
S.N. Apageo S.A.S.
Tecnogeo Engenharia e Fundações Ltda (joined February 2011)
TenCate Geosynthetics France SAS (joined August 2010)
Tensar International Ltd
Terre Armée Internationale
Tractebel Development Engineering SA
A.P. van den Berg (joined March 2011)
Zetas Zemin Teknolojisi AS

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION AS AT 29 SEPTEMBER 2011
Member Society

Number of
members

Albania

31

Argentina

74

Australia

873

Austria

95

Bangladesh

33

Belgium

231

Bolivia

25

Brazil

865

Bulgaria

63

Canada

711

Chile

74

Africa

Asia

Australasia

Europe

North
America

South
America

31
74
873
95
33
231
25
865
63
711
74

China

368

368

Chinese Taipei

100

100

Colombia

26

26
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Member Society

Number of
members

Costa Rica

30

Croatia

186

CTGA

100

Africa

Asia

Australasia

Europe

30
100

Cuba

30
47

47

Denmark

345

345

Dominican Republic

32

30

32

Ecuador

44

Egypt

108

El Salvador

30

Estonia

26

26

Finland

187

187

France

473

473

Georgia

38

38

Germany

624

624

Ghana

21
123

Hong Kong

266

Hungary

115

44
108
30

21
123
266
115

Iceland

10

India

231

231

Indonesia

125

125

Iran

220

220
32

Iraq

32

Ireland

22

Israel

32

Italy

318

10

22
32
318

Japan

1329

Kazakhstan

40

40

Korea

314

314

Kyrgyzstan

30

30

Latvia

31

Lebanon

43

Lithuania

40

South
America

186

Czech & Slovak Reps.

Greece

North
America

1329

31
43
40

Macedonia - See The Former Yugoslav Republic Of Macedonia below
Mexico

253

Morocco

28

28

Mozambique

32

32

Nepal

22

Netherlands

759

New Zealand

443

Nigeria

43

Norway

340

Pakistan

80

Paraguay

53

253

22
759
443
43
340
80
53

Peru

25

Poland

334

334

25

Portugal

214

214

Romania

149

149

Russia

319

319

Serbia

43

Singapore

270

43
270
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Member Society

Number of
members

Slovenia

88

South Africa

345

South East Asia

122

Spain

372

Sri Lanka

34

Africa

Asia

Australasia

Europe
88

122
372
34

Sudan

37
761

Switzerland

208

Syria

17

17

Tajikistan

23

23

Thailand

35

35

Macedonia, FYR

35

Tunisia

40

37
761
208

35
40

Turkey

167

167

Ukraine

100

100
1180

UK

1180
3133

Uzbekistan

33

Venezuela

32

Vietnam

18

TOTAL

19398

South
America

345

Sweden

USA

North
America

3133
33
32
18
754

3784

1316

8107

4097

1340
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for Africa
S. Ejezie
ISSMGE Vice-President for Africa

1

INTRODUCTION

The positive impact on African member societies of the last
international quadrennial conference of ISSMGE held in
Alexandria, Egypt, is still being felt. Some hitherto dormant
national member societies were apparently re-awakened and
they have been trying their best to remain active. To date, at
least eleven member societies exist in the Region though at
different levels of activity. They include South Africa, Tunisia,
Egypt, Nigeria, Ghana, Mozambique, CTGA (Comité
Transnational des Géotechniciens d’Afrique), Sudan, Morocco,
Libya, Algeria, and Kenya. We are currently making serious
efforts to re-energise those of them that are considered to be less
active. The desired results are yet to be achieved owing to the
peculiar political, social and economic climate prevailing in
most parts of the Region.
Since the last Council Meeting, some of the member
societies have carried out various activities which in some cases
were international in scope. In fact, these countries have
remained consistently active till date and are responsible for the
vibrant Geotechnical Engineering activities occasionally
witnessed in the Region. These activities have been more
pronounced in the two longitudinal extreme zones of the
continent, namely North and South. The mid zone (sub-Sahara)
is expected to catch up sooner than later.
The events/activities in the various member societies since
the last Council Meeting are summarised subsequently.
1.1

10th Jennings Memorial Lecture in early 2011 delivered
by Prof Roger Frank.
Participation of members in ISSMGE Technical
Committees and other initiatives.
Series of Evening Lectures on diverse topics presented by
eminent Geotechnical Engineers.




1.1.2

1.1.3
•

•

South Africa

The South African Member Society organised a well-attended
International Seminar in Pretoria on 30 July 2010. The
President of ISSMGE, the Secretary General, the Immediate
Past President of ISSMGE, the Vice-President for Africa, the
Immediate Past Vice-President for Africa and the one before
him were all there to grace the occasion and actively participate.
This was preceded on 29 July by hosting of two meetings. The
first one was a meeting of the Scientific Advisory Committee
(CAC) of the 15th African Regional Conference that took
place18-21 July, 2011, while the second was a meeting of the
African Regional Council.
1.1.1
Other activities of the Society include:
 Leadership role in the Scientific Committee for the
15ARC comprising members from 11 African countries
tasked with adjudicating papers.
 Repeat of the prestigious Rankine Lecture on 30
November 2010 (presented by Prof Chris Clayton of
Southampton University).

•

•

1.2

Publications:
A number of geotechnical related papers and articles
have been published in the April Edition of the
SAICE Civil Engineering magazine; an edition
dedicated to geotechnical engineering;
• Launching of the new Site Investigation Code of
Practice (SiCop) document, a SAICE Geotechnical
Division Initiative during August 2010.
• The reprint of the SAICE Code of Practice on Lateral
Support has been successfully done.
•

Awards: SAICE Geotechnical Division made the
following awards at their AGM on 25 November 2010:
SAICE Geotechnical Division Gold Medal, which
honours members of SAICE who have made a
significant contribution to geotechnical engineering in
South Africa. This was awarded to Alan Parrock of
ARQ Consulting Engineers;
The Jennings Award, which is awarded to the
author(s) of the best paper relevant to geotechnical
engineering by a member of the SAICE Geotechnical
Division. Papers are currently under review and a
winner will be announced shortly.
The Barry van Wyk Award, which is presented to the
student producing the best final year project report on
a geotechnical subject at a South African University.
This was awarded to Mr Charles MacRobert for his
final year project entitled Correlations between the
DPSH and SPT and their application in South Africa;
and
Nomination of Mr Michael Pavlakis (senior
geotechnical engineer and owner of Pavlakis and
Associates) for SAICE Fellowship.
Tunisia

The Tunisian National Member Society, ATMS (Association
Tunisienne de Mechanique des sols) was very active during the
period under review.
In March 2010 a new Committee was elected to pilot the
affairs of the Society. This Committee is composed as follows:
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a. Mr. Slaheddine HAFFOUDHI (Hydrosi Foundations) –
President
b. Mounir Bouassida (ENIT & Simpro) – 1st Vice President
c. Mehrez Khemakhem (ISET Sfax) – 2nd Vice President
d. Mrs Faten SAIHI (ISTEUB) – Secretary General
e. Mrs Imen SAID (ENIT) – Vice Secretary General
f. Mrs Samis BOUSSETTA (ENIT) – Treasurer
g. Mr Wissem FRIKHA (ISSHT) – Vice Treasurer
h. Mr Kamel ZAGHOUANI (Terrasol Tunisie) – Member
The climax of the activities of ATMS since Alexandria 2009
was the successful organisation of their 2nd International
Geotechnical Engineering Conference which took place 25-27
October 2010 in Hammamet, Tunisia. Available statistics shows
that papers were contributed by more than 100 participants from
25 different countries. The ISSMGE President and the VicePresident for Africa were there live. Appointed Board member,
Prof Roger Frank was also there; and so were other keynote
speakers.
The occasion afforded the Vice-President and the President
the opportunity to hold a sensitisation meeting with interested
participants on the new TC 107 -”Laterites and Lateritic Soils”.
1.2.1
Other Events:
The Tunisian member society, along with other Frenchspeaking North African countries, organised the Maghrebian
Conference which took place mid-December 2010.
1.3

Mozambique

The main activity of the Mozambique national member society
is centred on preparations for the 15th African Regional
Conference scheduled for 18-21 July 2011. The Local
Organising Committee actively participated in the CAC meeting
of 29 July 2010 in Pretoria, South Africa.
At the time of preparing this report, arrangements for the
Conference have reached advanced stages. The screening of
Abstracts has since been completed and the full length papers
have been reviewed. The keynote speakers have been identified
and contacts concluded. The 2nd Bulletin has been released and
registration for the conference has reached an advanced stage.
In addition to the 15ARC related activities the society also
engaged in other activities aimed at professional development of
the members. The details are presented in the table below.
DATE

TITLE

AUTHOR

INSTITUTION

New challenges in the
8th March,
Pedro S. Sêco e ISSMGE design and construction of
2010
Pinto
LNEC
landfill dams
Seminary of
J. Klompmaker,
8th April, geosynthetics (joint
B. Lenze, C. de NAUE
2010
organization of SMG and
Bruyn
Naue Gmbh & co.Kg)
3rd May, Open pit slope design in a
Phil Clark
2010
greenfield environment

PSM - Australia

Cases of errors while
executing geotechnical
9th June, works at the level of
2010
molded walls, jet
Grouting and solution
types

RODIO Portugal

Ricardo Nicolas

Foundation and support
15th
layers for railway works, Eduardo
October,
conception, construction Fortunato
2010
and rehabilitation

LNEC - Portugal

1.4

Nigeria

The Nigeria member society recently held its AGM and ushered
in a new crop of leaders in accordance with the harmonised
byelaws of the Nigerian Society of Engineers. The exercise was
aimed at re-energising the society to face the challenges ahead.
The new officers include:
Prof Samuel U. Ejezie – Chairman
Engr Fidelis Ejikeme – Vice Chairman
Engr. Scott B. Akpila – Secretary/Programme Coordinator
Engr. Sebastine Ozoamalu – treasurer
Engr. Olaposi Fatukun – Financial Secretary
Engr. Dr. Joseph I. Folayan – Immediate Past Chairman/ExOfficio
Engr. Enoch George – Ex-Officio
1.4.1 Activities:
The new leadership of the Nigerian Geotechnical
Association has aggressively embarked on revival of
professional development activities for members and employees
of corporate bodies.
To kick-start this, the Association has just completed a
programme of geotechnical engineering training for Civil
engineers in the employment of Shell Petroleum Development
Company Ltd. This took place from 22 November to 04
December 2010.
1.4.2 Other events:
The society, in collaboration with the Nigerian Society of
Engineers, is currently preparing Codes of Practice of
Geotechnical Engineering for the country. Furthermore, it is
preparing to host the 2012 edition of the African Young
Geotechnical Engineers Conference. Plans are gradually being
worked out and details will be announced once concluded.
1.5

Ghana

The President of Ghana Geotechnical Society, Prof S. K.
Ampadu, was recently appointed Chairman of TC107 “Laterites
and Lateritic Soils”. The society has pledged full support for
this and to cooperate with Prof Ampadu to ensure the success of
the New TC.
Furthermore, Dr Gidigasu of Ghana, a renowned authority
on Laterites, has been nominated to deliver a keynote lecture on
lateritic soils during the forthcoming 15ARC in Maputo,
Mozambique, 18-21 July 2011.
1.5.1 ISSMGE International Seminar in Accra-Ghana:
Earlier in 2009, the Ghana Geotechnical Society (GGS) under
the patronage of the ISSMGE organized a well-attended
international seminar from 2nd-4th February 2009 at the
Engineers Centre in Accra. The seminar was attended by 66
participants including three participants from Nigeria. The
participants were drawn from private consulting firms, public
infrastructure companies, academia, and construction firms.
Locally, the seminar was under the patronage of the Kwame
Nkrumah University of Science and Technology, the Ghana
Institution of Engineers and the Ministry of Transportation of
Ghana. The theme was “Ground Improvement for Accelerated
Development” reflecting Ghana’s recent move towards rapid
infrastructure development as a strategy for poverty reduction
and economic development.
The seminar sought to expose Ghanaian engineers to new
trends in ground improvement technologies, to provide
opportunity for Consultants, Contractors and developers who
have applied new technologies in ground improvement to share
their experience and finally to help promote professional
geotechnical engineering practice in Ghana.

Volume 6 - Page 109

Proceedings of the 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Paris 2013

The resource persons were supplied by both ISSMGE and
GGS. ISSMGE provided four resource persons consisting of the
Immediate Past President, Prof Pêdro Seco e Pinto of the
University of Coimbra in Portugal, the Immediate Past Vice
President for Africa, Prof. Mounir Bouassida of the National
Engineering School of Tunis and two members of TC17: Prof
George Heerten of Germany and Mr. Serge Varaksin, Deputy
General Manager of Menard Group, France and Chairman of
T.C. 17. These were complemented by three Ghanaian speakers
made up of Prof S. I. K. Ampadu of the Civil Engineering
Department of Kwame Nkrumah University of Science and
Technology and President of GGS, Dr M. D. Gidigasu a
renowned expert on lateritic soils and Togbui Kporku III a
Director of Conterra Ltd, a private Geotechnical Consulting
firm.
The seminar consisted of two days of lectures and one day
for a field trip. The lectures covered soil improvement
techniques with and without additives, the improvement of soft
soils, the principles and use of geosynthetics for soil
improvement and the characteristics and improvement of
lateritic soils. The third and final day of the seminar was
devoted to a field visit to the Keta Sea Defence Project at a
fishing town some 150 km east of Accra. During the field trip,
Togbui Kporku III took the participants through the details of
the project which he said consisted primarily of the building of
sea defense structures to stabilize the shores of the town.
Among the three seminar participants from Nigeria was
Prof. Samuel Ejezie who is the current Vice President for
Africa. The programme included a general assembly of GGS
during which Professors Seco e Pinto and Samuel Ejezie
encouraged the Ghana Society to improve upon its membership
and programmes and assured the Society of the support of
ISSMGE. The seminar was particularly significant in that it was
the first high profile programme for the Ghana Geotechnical
society in recent times and it also clearly showed the potential
for the Ghana Society to grow.
1.5.2 Other Events:
The Ghana Geotechnical Society held its Annual General
meeting on 30 June 2010 and ushered in a new executive
committee. This is made up of the following officers:
Position
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Member
Member
Southern
Rep
Northern
Rep

Officer
Prof S.I.K.
Ampadu
Mr. Joseph K.
Oddei
Mr. Kweku
Mensah
Solomon
Mr. Gordon
Van-Tay
Mr. J.F.
Pinkrah
Mr.
Emmanuel
Odai
Mr. Mike
Konadu

Mobile No.

E-mail
sikampadu@yahoo.co.
0208 165506
uk
0244 726164 joddei@yahoo.com
027 7573031

kwekusolomon@yahoo
.com

024 4358069 gvt@taivani.com
020 8177938 jofpink@yahoo.com
024 4795154 odaiel@yahoo.co.uk
024 4768645 mokonadu@yahoo.com

The new executives were tasked to formulate a programme
and calendar of activities for each year and to publicize the
activities. They were also directed to ensure that GGS
programmes focus on exposure and training, image building and
regulation of activities. It was pointed out that the soon-to-bepassed Engineering Bill (by the Parliament of the Ghana) would
provide the legal framework for the regulation of activities of
geotechnical engineering.

1.6

CTGA

The Society held a colloquium from 17th to 18th February 2010
in Yamoussoukro, (Ivory Coast) which was well-attended by
participants from Franco-phone countries in Sub-Saharan
Africa. On the whole, more than 50 members were in
attendance. The theme of the colloquium was “Foundations of
infrastructures in Sub-Saharan Africa – Design and Case
Histories”.
It was sponsored by the CTGA and the Association of
African laboratories for Buildings and public works (ALBTP). 9
(nine) communications were presented by CTGA experts
followed by suitable and fruitful discussions. Almost 70
delegates from 9 countries attended this colloquium.
A general Assembly of CTGA took place on the 19th
February 2010 at the same place. During the meeting,
experiences and resolutions taken in October 2009 during the
ISSMGE board meeting in Alexandria (Egypt) were dispatched
to all CTGA’s members. Preparations to the forthcoming XVth
ARC SMG were launched. The following members were
elected to implement the geotechnical training throughout the
CTGA geographical region.
- Dr Papa Goumbo lo, Pr Ibrahim Khalil Cissé ;
- Dr Mamba Mpele, Dr Marcelin Etienne Kana ;
In April 2010 a series of training courses in geotechnical
engineering, and laboratory and in situ testing was launched by
the Cameroonian CTGA national group (CNGC).
From 16th to 17th March 2011 was held at the conference
hall of «CELEXON» of the Centre «ORPHAN AIDS» of
BUJUMBURA (Burundi), a technical colloquium/seminar on
the main theme “Soil stability and its impact on constructions in
Sub-Saharan Africa”. It was sponsored by the CTGA and the
Association of African laboratories for Buildings and public
works (ALBTP). 14 (fourteen) communications were presented
by various experts from Cameroon, France, Congo, Burundi,
Morocco, followed by fruitful discussions held. Almost 70
experts from 9 countries attended this colloquium.
A general Assembly of CTGA took place on the 18th March
2011 at the same place. A resolution and measures was taken to
rise the number of CTGA members.
The next CTGA technical conference is scheduled to take
place during the month of March 2012 in Cameroon at KRIBI.
At present, plans are on-going to encourage countries
capable of standing alone to form their own national member
societies.
1.7

Egypt

Since the end of the 17th International Conference of ISSMGE
in Alexandria, the Egyptian Geotechnical Society has been
involved in different activities most of which promote the
positive impact of geotechnical engineering in the society.
During the period, the most significant activities of the Egyptian
Geotechnical Society (EGS) are as follows:
1. Carried out studies in collaboration with the Governorates
of Matrouh and Aswan on mitigation methods of flash
floods.
2. Cooperated with the "Military Technical Academy" from
the scientific and organizational aspects for the "Fifth
Engineering Conference of the Military Technical
Academy, which held from 25th to 27th May 2010.
3. Established the organizational basics for a National
Geotechnical Conference that is to take place late 2011 at
Tanta University.
4. Entered into co-operation with the "Supreme Council of
Antiquities" in projects of restoration of monuments and
stability of several archaeological sites all over Egypt.
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5. Participated in a study in cooperation with the Egyptian
Academy for Scientific Research & Technology (ASRT)
entitled: “Rainwater Harvesting as an Alternative Water
Supply in the Future and as an effective means of flood
prevention”
6. Established a Geotechnical and Geo-environmental
Research Centre at the University of Tanta, Egypt.
7. Also, helped the Geotechnical Engineering Research Lab
at the University of Tanta to recently secure a research
fund for upgrading and accreditation based on ISO 17025.
1.8

Countries that have been contacted

Kenya, Sudan, and Zimbabwe: No activity report received.
Communication has been established and plans are on-going to
help the society resolve its internal challenges.
Algeria: Communication has been established and plans are ongoing to help the internal challenges.
2

CONCLUDING REMARKS

The above account of the state of geotechnical engineering
profession in Africa reveals that the Region has made
appreciable progress in recent times. Catching up with the
developed regions is our ultimate goal. Nevertheless, that is not
expected to happen overnight. The world of Geotechnical
Engineering is very dynamic. The advanced regions in the
profession are still advancing even at a much faster rate than the
less-advanced regions like Africa. So, parity may take quite
sometime to be realised if ever. Our ambition though is to move
with the rest of the world in the profession. From all indications
we are already moving! And that is good news indeed.
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for Asia
A. Zhussupbekov
ISSMGE Vice-President for Asia

1

INTRODUCTION.

The Asian Region of ISSMGE includes 23 Asian geotechnical
societies. CTGS (Chinese Taipei Geotechnical Society) joined
at ISSMGE Board meeting (22 May 2011) in 14 ARC, Hong
Kong, China.
While a large number of countries are within the region, the
active ones which organized several conferences, workshops,
symposiums, seminars, etc., are: Japan, Korea, Kazakhstan,
Hong Kong, SEAGS, Vietnam, Pakistan, Bangladesh, India,
Indonesia, Iran, Sri Lanka, Singapore:. SEAGS organized the
Regional Conference and Hong Kong Geotechnical Society
(with Hong Kong Polytechnic University) provided 14 ARC in
Hong Kong (23-27th May 2011).
IGS organized 6th
International Conference on Environmental Geotechnics (Nov.
8-12, 2010, New Delhi, India).
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan and CTGS are new
joined and probably need time for establishing of their activity
in ISSMGE.
Israel, Thailand, China had some activity.
Thailand
Geotechnical Society prepare since now several international
conferences of end of this year.
Very little or no activity was reported from Syrian
Geotechnical Society, Nepal Geotechnical Society and Iraq
Geotechnical society.
2

3

with

foreign

CHINA:
1. 1st International Conference on Information Technology
in Geo-Engineering (ICITG-Shanghai, 2010, 1617.09.2010, Tongji University, Shanghai, China

4

HONG KONG:

4.1

5

INDIA:

5.1

International Conference, Seminars, Workshops:

1. 6th International Conference on Environmental
Geotechnics, Nov.8-12, 2010, New Delhi. Number of
participants was 328.
2. Forensic Geotechnical Engineering, TC 302 (ISSMGE) ,
14-15th December , 2010, Mumbai, number of
participants was 40.
3. Indo-US Workshop on Global Geoenviromental
Engineering Challenges, 7 November 2010, New Delhi.
No. of participants is 40 (ASCE and IGS).
National conferences and Seminars:

1. Indian geotechnical conference IGC 2010, Mumbai,
Maharashtra, No. of participants is 475.
2. IGS –Ahmadabad Chapter on Geotechnical Solutions for
Hazard Waste Management
3. IGS-Surat Chapter on Geotechnical Investigations and
Case Studies
4. IGS-Chennai Chapter on Termination Criteria for Bored
and Driven Piles
5. IGS-Hyderabad Chapter on Geotechnical Practices
6. IGS-Kakinada Chapter on Foundations and Construction
Techniques in Soil
5.3

International geotechnical conference, workshop,
meeting:

1. 14th ARC on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering: Challenges and Solutions, 23-27 May, 2011,
Hong Kong, China. 627 participants.
2. ISSMGE Board meeting , 22th May 2011, Hong Kong
3. Asian Representative meeting , 24th May, 2011, Hong
Kong

National conferences, seminars, workshops:

1. Iom Hong Kong Tunneling Conference,
20-21
November, 2009, Hong Kong
2. The HKIE Geotechnical Division 30th Annual Seminar:
Geotechnical Aspects of Deep Excavation, 6May, 2009,
Hong Kong. Number of participants 450.
3. Young Members Committees Post Annual Seminar
Forum of Young Engineers on Geotechnical Aspects of
Deep Excavation, Hong Kong, 8 May, 2010.

5.2

BANGLADESH:
1. Bangladesh Geotechnical Conference
participants, Nov. 3-6, 2010

4.2

Periodical Journal:
Indian Geotechnical Journal, 2011, Vol.41, Quarterly

5.4

Future Plan activities:

Indian Geotechnical Conference, Dec.15-17, 2011, Kochi,
Kerala
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6

INDONESIA:

6.1

International conferences, seminar, workshop:

1. The Third International Conference on Geotechnical
Engineering for Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation.
18-20th May , 2011, Semarang, Indonesia
2. One day International Symposium on Recent Advances in
Geotechnical Engineering
3. (To mark Prof. Hideki Ohta’s 40 years contributions to
research and development in SMGE), 17th May, 2011,
Semarang , Indonesia.
4. International Workshop Dynamic Foundation Testing and
Analysis, ISGE-PDA(USA), 10-12 November 2010,
Jakarta, Indonesia
6.2

National Conferences, workshops, seminars:

1.

National Annual Conference on Development of
Geotechnical Engineering in Civil Works and
Geoenvironment at Jakarta, 2010
2.
Workshop on Steel Sheet Piling Design Innovation,
Efficient Solution and Execution, ISGE-Arcelor-Mittal,
10 December, 2010
3.
Workshops to gain the geotechnical engineer
certification, 2010, December.
7

IRAN:

7.1

International Conference, Seminars:

1. 4th International Conference on Geotechnical Engineering
and Soil mechanics, Tehran, November2-3, 2010.
Participants number is 1000.
2. Submitting 20 papers and one keynote lecture to the 14th
Asian Regional Conference, Hong Kong, May 2011.
7.2

National Conferences, seminars:

1. Iranian Irrigation Conference, 2010,
2. Organizing technical lectures tour to different provinces
in Iran
3. Establishing of Young Geotechnical Members Branch in
IGS
8

JAPAN :

8.1

International Conferences, seminars, workshops:

1. IS-Tokyo, International Conference on performance –
based Design in Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering –
from case history to practice, JGS and TC 4 of ISSMGE,
2009, Tokyo
8.2

Periodical Journals:

1. Soils and Foundations (International Journal)
2. Japanese Geotechnical Journal (National Journal)
3. Geotechnical Engineering Magazine(by Japanese)
8.3

National conferences, Symposiums, Seminars:

1. 45th National Conference on Geotechnical Engineering
18-20 August, 2010, Ehime University, Matsyama.
Number of participants 1637
8.4

Future plan activities:

1. 7th Young Asian Geotechnical Conference, September,
2012, Tokushima University, Japan.
2. 15th Asian Regional Conference on SMGE in Fukuoka,
November, 2015.

9

KAZAKHSTAN:

9.1

International conferences, seminars:

1. KGS-KGS geotechnical joint seminar (21-22 July, 2010,
Eurasian National University, Astana, Kazakhstan.
Number of participants 200
2. Kazakhstan –Japanese joint geotechnical seminar on TC
305 of ISSMGE,2011
3. Kazakhstan –Taiwanese Joint geotechnical seminar on TC
305 of ISSMGE, 2010
9.2

National conference, seminar:

1. Kazakhstan geotechnical workshop, 2009 , Astana,
2. Kazakhstan National Conference on Reforms of
Geotechnical Codes ,Almaty, October, 2010
3. Annual Geotechnical Meeting, May, 2011, Astana.
Number of participants 120.
10 KOREA:
10.1 International Conference, seminars:
1. 2nd International workshop on Unsaturated Soils, 18th
June, 2010, Seoul,Korea.100 Participants
2. Korea-Japan Joint Symposium for landslide Disaster
Mitigation, 9-11 August, 2010. 180 participants.
3. 3rd Korea-Japan Geotechnical Engineering Workshop,
September 2010, Seoul, Korea.100 participants
10.2 MOU:
KGS has MOU with JGS ( 2008), CGES (2009),KGS( 2009),
ASCE( 2009), VGS( 2009), 2010 (PWRI, Japan)
10.3 Hosting ATC:
ATC-7 Thick Deltaic Deposits (Chairman Nam-Jae Yoo,
Prof.,Kanwoon National University, Secretary: Prof. Yun-Tae
Kim, Pukyong National University):
• Holding annual symposiums, workshops, seminars, short
courses
• Special Session of ATC 7 during of 14th ARC (Hong
Kong)
ATC 18: Chairman: Prof.Myoung –Mo Kim, Seoul National
University, Secretary: Sang –Seom Jeong, Yonsei University
• 4th Asian Workshops on ATC 18 (Mumbai, India,
September 2010)
• 5th Asian Workshop on ATC 18 during of 14ARC 2011,
Hong Kong
10.4 1st KGS Award (2011 Spring KGS convention):
•
•

Dr. Suzanne Lacasse (Norwegian Geotechnical Institute)
Prof.Sangchul Bang (South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology)

10.5 National Conferences, Seminars, Workshops:
•
•
•

2010 Spring Geotechnical Engineering Conference,
Korea. 664 participants
2010 Fall Geotechnical Engineering Conference, Korea.
559 participants
2011 Spring Geotechnical Engineering Conference,
Korea.

10.6 The periodical journals (2009-2011):
•

Journal of KGS (in Korean) -12times per year (110 papers
published)
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•
•

International Journal of Geo-Engineering, 4 times per year
(20 papers published)
Jiban (Geotechnical Engineering) in Korean, 12 times per
year

10.7 Future plan activities:
•
•

2011: 4th JGS-KGS workshop on July at Kobe, Japan
2011Sept. IS-Seoul, 2011: Fifth International Symposium
on Deformation Characteristics of Geomaterials (TC 101),
Seoul, Korea
• 2011, September KGS Fall Conference, 2011
• 2011 Korea-Japan Landslide Disaster Mitigation , Japan
• 2012 The 2nd KGS-KGS seminar, Seoul, Korea,
• 2014 IS Seoul, TC 204 Underground Construction
PAKISTAN:
International conference, seminars:
1. International Conference on Geotechnical Engineering
(ICGE-2010), 5-6 November, 2010, Lahore
2. International Exhibition on Geotechnical Engineering,
November, 2010, Lahore

SEAGS Geotechnical Journal, Special Issues, 2011
13 UZBEKISTAN:
13.1 National conference, seminar:
1. Geotechnical seminar of collapsible soils, Samarkand ,
October,2010
2. Geotechnical seminar of deep foundations , Tashkent,
May, 2011.
13.2 Future Activity:
1. Organization of ARC 19 international geotechnical
symposium , Samarkand, September , 2012
2. International technical tour to Bukhara, Khiva, October,
2012
14 VIETNAM:
14.1 International conferences, seminars, forum:

SINGAPORE:
International Conferences, seminars:
1. International Symposium on Ground Improvement
Technologies and Case Histories , 9-11 Dec. 2009,
2. 7 International geotechnical seminars since 20 October
2009 till 5 October 2010.
3. 4 Joint GeoSS –BCAA 1day seminars since 27th January
till 26 October 2010.
National events:
1. Workshop on Geology of Singapore, 5 April 2010,
2. Geotechnical Engineering Appreciation course Jointly
organized with IES (June – July 2010)
3. Workshop on Engineering a Sustainable Development:
Role Played by Geotechnical Engineering, January , 2011
11 SRI LANKA:
11.1 National conferences, seminars and forums:
1. Five Geotechnical forums since 25 March 2010 till 13
January 2011.
2. Sri Lanka Geotechnical Society Project Day 2010
11.2 Periodical Journals, Newsletters:

1. 5 International Geotechnical Forums since 8 May 2010 till
9 November 2010 with invited of Keynote lecturers from
abroad (Japan, Germany, Singapore, Malaysia, Taiwan,
UK)
14.2 National conferences, seminars:
1. Annual Conference, 18th June, 2010, Hanoi. Number of
attendees – 200.
2. End of Tiger Year meeting, 29th February, 2011, Hanoi.
Number of attendees is 50.
14.3 Periodical Journal:
VGJ Issue 2009, December
VGJ Issue 2010, March
VGJ Issue 2010, June
VGJ Issue 2010, September
VGJ Issue 2010, December
15 ASIAN TECHNICAL COMMITTEES:
ATC-3 Geotechnology for Natural Hazards (JGS), ATC-7
Thick Deltaic Deposits (KGS), ATC-10 Urban
Geoinformatics (JGS), ATC-18 Mega Foundations(KGS),
ATC-19 Conservation of Heritage and Historical Site (JGS)

SLGS Newsletter: December -January 2010
12 SEAGS:
12.1 International conferences, seminars:
1. 17th SEAGS conference Taipei, Taiwan,2010
2. 5th Asian International Symposium on Geotechnics and
Geosynthetics Engineering Conference, 7-8th December,
2010
3. ICE Asian Pacific Conference, 14January, 2011, Malaysia
4. Short Course on practional design approach to
Geotechnical Engineering in the tropical environment, 1718th January, 2011, Malaysia
5. International Conference and Exhibition tunneling and
trenchless technology. 1-3 March, 2011, Malaysia
12.2 Periodical Journals, Newsletters:
SEAGS Geotechnical Engineering Journal – Online, volume
4, issue 2, June 2010

16 TECHNICAL COMMITTEES OF ISSMGE BY HOSTING
OF ASIAN GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETIES:
TC103: Numerical Methods in Geomechanics (HKGS),
TC302 :Forensic Geotechnical Engineering (IGS); TC304:
Geotechnical Reliability and Risk assessment (SGS), and
also TC211 Ground Improvement, TC 305 Geotechnical
Infrastructure for Megacities and New Capitals (ISSMGE)
organized with Asian Geotechnical Societies technical
session at 26th May 2011 at 14 ARC, Hong Kong, China.
17 GENERAL CONCLUSIONS:
1. Asian Technical Committees are more concentrated in
JGS (Japan) and KGS (Korea). There must be also other
Asian technical committees to open door in other Asian
regions with focusing on local geotechnical specifics and
challenges.
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2. Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan are newly joined
members and probably need to establish international
geotechnical seminars such as Touring Lectures.
Board of ISSMGE and also Asian Council Members must
systematically work for opening of new Asian geotechnical
societies (Mongolia, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, UAE, Saudi
Arab, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain, Philippines, Cambodia, Jordan
and other countries in Asian Region).
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for Australasia
M.C.R. Davies
ISSMGE Vice-President for Australasia

1

INTRODUCTION.

This report contains a summary of the highlights of the
activities of the Australian Geomechanics Society (AGS) and
the New Zealand Geotechnical Society (NZGS) for the period
since the last Council meeting in Alexandra in October 2009.
1

AUSTRALIAN GEOMECHANICS SOCIETY (AGS)

In recent years the AGS has grown to be the largest Technical
Society within Engineer’s Australia. Its membership currently
stands at 1381 and of these members 900 (65%) are affiliated to
ISSMGE. In October 2009 Graham Scholey was elected as
AGS National Chair and Sam MacKenzie as Vice Chair &
Treasurer. Dr Mark Jaksa has been appointed to serve on the
National Committee as AGS Liaison Officer for the ISSMGE.
The AGS is represented by Chapters in the States and
Territories of the Commonwealth of Australia. Each of these
Chapters has its own regional committee and in the last two
year each has organised a vibrant technical programme. A major
feature of these programmes is series of lecture tours by
distinguished geotechnical engineers. These have included
Rankine lecturers Professor Tom O’Rourke and Professor Chris
Clayton together with former president of the International
Association of Engineering Geology, Professor Paul Marinos,
and Serge Varaksin, Co-Chair of ISSMGE TC17 on Ground
Improvement.
Australian Geomechanics is the “official” journal of the
AGS, which is published quarterly, in March, June, September
and December, by the Institution of Engineers Australia. It is
edited and produced by the Australian Geomechanics Society
and is distributed to all members of the AGS. At the end of
2009 the AGS published a DVD which contains copies of all
papers published in Australian Geomechanics from 1971 to end
of 2009.
The Australian Geomechanics Society has recently
commenced an 18 month preliminary study to consider the
content for an updated national standard for Site Investigations.
The study is being led by Stuart Masterson of the Western
Australian Chapter. The preliminary study will aim to identify
the components of the standard that need to be updated. This
work will be carried out before a decision is made about
whether to manage the update through Standards Australia.
The previous major project conducted by the AGS that was
aimed at giving benefits to AGS members and the community
was the revised Landslide Risk Management guidelines and the
new “Geoguides”. These were published in the Australian
Geomechanics Journal in March 2007. In the first half of 2011,
through its network of local Chapters, the AGS supported a

National Landslide Risk Management Roadshow. The
roadshow (which became known as the “Risky Roadshow”)
provided information to a large number of local government
officers and practitioners about the Landslide Risk Management
guidelines and geoguides.
The AGS has instituted an Engineering Geology course. This
is designed for engineering geologists and geotechnical
engineers involved in civil and mining projects who have a
working knowledge of geology and wish to develop their
engineering geological skills. The course ran for the first time in
Wollongong 2010 and the is due to be held again in late 2011.
The AGS has a number of awards to recognise exceptional
performance of its members. The following awarded have been
made since the last report to Council:
• EH Davis Memorial Lecture (2009) - Professor Buddhima
Indraratna, University of Wollongong, whose lecture was
entitled “Recent Advances in the Application of Vertical
Drains and Vacuum Preloading in Soft Soil Stabilization”.
• Geotechnical Practitioner of The Year Award (2010) Andrew Leventhal, GHD Geotechnics, for his significant
contribution to the practice of the geotechnical profession
and the Australian Geomechanics Society over an
extended period.
• Trollope Award (2010) - Dr Shazzad Hossain, University
of Western Australia, for his work on spud-can
penetration for offshore jack-up rigs.
2

NEW ZEALAND GEOTECHNICAL SOCIETY (NZGS)

In recent years the NZGS has seen a steady rise in membership.
The last four years has seen an increase of 20% in the number
of members, bringing this to 760 of whom 440 (58%) are
members of the ISSMGE. These are very high numbers relative
to the population of New Zealand (4.4 million) and, possibly,
reflect the increased requirement for geotechnical engineers in a
geologically active developed region of the world.
The Chair of the NZGS Management Committee from 2009
to 2011 was Philip Robins. His successor is David Burns who
was, in turn, succeeded as Vice-Chair & Treasurer by Gavin
Alexander. The society has six branches located throughout the
country each of which has its own programme of technical
events. This includes a range of international speakers, who
usually present their lecture or deliver a short course in a
number of centres. Recent international presenters include: Dr
Chris Haberfield (August 2009); Clyde Baker presenting his
Terzaghi Lecture (November 2009); Professor Wong Kai Sin
(November/December 2009); Professor Antonio Gens (May
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2010); Professor Chris Clayton presenting his Rankine lecture
(October 2010); Professor John Atkinson (December, 2010).
The New Zealand Geotechnical Society publishes a biannual
magazine, The Geomechanics News, for its members in June
and December of each year. The magazine has grown
significantly of late, and now averages just over 100 pages per
issue. The distribution of the magazine continues to grow too.
As well as being provided to the 760 members (in New Zealand
and internationally) the magazine is sent to a number of other
overseas professional societies, academics, universities, and
industries. In July 2010 the NZGS published its “Geotechnical
Earthquake Engineering Practice” guideline. This publication,
the first of a number of modules, is a guideline for the
identification, assessment and mitigation of liquefaction
hazards. It aims to provide authoritative material to help
engineers address geotechnical issues related to the design of
buildings and structures in conjunction with national building
codes. Good progress is being made with the second Module 2
which deals with the seismic assessment and design of retaining
walls.
The NZGS makes a number of awards to its members. The
Society has very recently initiated the New Zealand
Geotechnical Society Scholarship which will provide funding to
enable a member of the Society to undertake research in New
Zealand that would advance the objectives of the Society. At the
time of writing the process for selecting the inaugural NZGS
Scholar is in progress. Other awards are also currently under
consideration. However, the NZGS Geomechanics Lecture
(2011) has been awarded to Dr David Bell, University of
Canterbury, whose will present a lecture entitled “Geo-Logic
and the Art of Geotechnical Practice” at ANZ 2012, the
ISSMGE Australasia Regional Conference.
The two large shallow earthquakes in Canterbury (which,
with a population of 390,300, is the second largest city in New
Zealand) in September 2010 (Darfield M 7.1) and February
2011 (Christchurch M 6.3), together with the numerous
subsequent aftershocks, have been a major concern for
geotechnical engineers in New Zealand, in general, and the
NZGS, in particular. In response to a request from the
Institution of Professional Engineers New Zealand (IPENZ) the
NZGS, together with the New Zealand Society for Earthquake
Engineering, contributed to the development of fact sheets
which give an overview of the Canterbury Earthquakes and the
performance of engineered systems, liquefaction and the
building safety evaluation process.
In September 2010 the NZGS – which is the national society
for both ISRM and IAEG as well as ISSMGE - hosted the
IAEG Congress. The conference, which took place in the
immediate aftermath of the September earthquake in
Christchurch, was highly successful with some 709 people from
46 countries attending the conference and with the proceedings,
entitled “Geologically Active” containing some 500 papers.
At the 5th International Conference on Earthquake
Geotechnical Engineering (ICEGE) held in Santiago, Chile
during January 2011 the NZGS were awarded the right to host
the 6th ICEGE. This conference is held under the auspices of
the ISSMGE Technical Committee Earthquake Geotechnical
Engineering and Associated Problems (TC203) and it will take
place during 2015 in Christchurch. The organising committee is
chaired by Dr Misko Cubrinovski.

legislative environment and changing community perceptions
and awareness. There are a host of risks and opportunities
associated with this change. This conference seeks to explore
and better understand those changes and the risks and
opportunities they present to our profession; be they challenges
and risks associated with the changing coastline morphology,
changing weather patterns, different modes of living, new
materials and constructions methods, new methods for
generating power or new ways to recycle or manage waste. It is
proposed that the 9th ANZ Young Geotechnical Professionals
Geotechnical Conference will take place in conjunction with
ANZ 2012.

3 ANZ 2012 – GROUND ENGINEERING IN A
CHANGING WORLD
ANZ 2012 is the ISSMGE Australasia regional conference and
it is to be held in Melbourne from 15 to 18 July 2012. The
theme of the conference is “Ground Engineering in a Changing
World”. The world wide community is facing great change; a
changing financial system, a changing climate, a changing
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for Europe
I. Vaníček
ISSMGE Vice-President Europe

1

INTRODUCTION

This report contains a summary of the highlights of the
activities in Europe for the period since the last Council
Meeting in Alexandria, in October 2009.
At the moment in Europe is 34 ISSMGE National Societies.
Situation is stable; many activities are spread between nearly all
national societies. The exception is Georgia and Iceland, where
is practically zero contact. Three other societies lowered their
activity as well, probably due to economic crises, Bulgaria,
Latvia, Lithuania, however their representatives are still visible
on some European activities. In May 2011 the Israel Society
asked to be part of European group, not Asian. Members of the
board accepted this proposal which will be on the ISSMGE
Council Meeting programme in Toronto.
2

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ISSMGE

Next 18th International Conference will be held in France,
Paris, between September 1st and September 5th 2013. Main
theme: “Challenges and Innovations in Geotechnics”. Proposed
format and proposed themes were defined in very early stage of
preparation and the French Society for Soil mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering is working very hardly on, first of all
members of the Executive Committee Dr. Alain Guilloux, Prof.
Pierre Delage and Dr. Philippe Mestat. Much more details
about 18th IC ISSMGE will be discussed under the items 21.
Only small note can be added, many Technical Committees are
planning to have special Workshops or Seminars on this
occasion, mostly before the IC will start.
3

EUROPEAN CONFERENCES

XV European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering will be held between September 12 – 15, 2011 in
Athens, Greece. So in time of preparation of this report we are
still in the phase of preparation while during Council Meeting in
Toronto this activity will be closed and can be discussed in
more details. Right now all written papers are collected and
will be printed before the conference will start. Main theme
“Geotechnics of Hard Soils – Weak Rocks” can attract many
professional colleagues, as the technical problem is sensitive for
many countries in Europe as well in the entire world.
Organizing committee, headed by triumvirate composed from
Professors Anagnostopoulos, Tsatsanifos and Pachakis is
working very hardly. Into main technical programme two
heritage lectures are included (Prof. Robert Mair and Prof.
Antonio Gens), as well one Heritage Lecture by Prof. Th.

Tassios. One hour will be also devoted to the 75th Anniversary
of our society. The main programme will include main sessions
followed by Discussion Sessions:
- Investigations, Classification and Testing;
- Selection of Parameters Modelling;
- Foundations and Ground Improvement;
- Embankments and Dams – Slopes and Landslides;
- Excavations and Tunnelling;
- Role of Geotechnics for the Protection of the
Environment.
Very interesting Workshops, combining activities of
individual European Regional Technical Committees will be
organized on Sunday, September 11.
On Tuesday, September 13, European Societies Meeting
will be held, where one of the main items will be the
presentation of the British Geotechnical Association to present
first view on the programme of the next XVI European
Conference ISSMGE in Edinburgh, Scotland from 13th to 17th
September 2015. The BGA prepared bid for this conference
just in time, before May 31st, 2011. No other European Society
asked for, as probably accepted hard work of the BGA, which
prepared first proposal in 2006. The BGA bid has been put
together by a small sub-committee led by co-Chairmen Dr.
Mike Winter (Transport Research Laboratory, Edinburgh) and
Mr Derek Smith (Coffey Geotechnics Ltd.). Main theme:
Geotechnical Engineering for Infrastructure and
Development
Many supporting organisations have expressed a wish to
assist on the Organising Committee. Conference venue Edinburgh Convention Bureau, first proposal of the Technical
programme and Conference Budget are specified in details.
4
4.1

EUROPEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCES
Danube European conferences

14th Danube-European Conference on Geotechnical
Engineering, June 2nd-4th 2010, Bratislava, Slovakia
After thirty-three years the Danube-European Conference
on Geotechnical Engineering had came back to Bratislava, the
capital city of Slovak Republic. The 14th conference took place
on June 2nd-4th 2010 in the premises of the Faculty of Civil
Engineering of University of Technology, The main topic of the
conference was
"From Research to Design in European Practice".
The topic was discussed in one keynote lecture session
(Chairman Prof. J. Hulla from Slovakia) and seven sessions:
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•

Session 1: Ground characterization and new
development in soil mechanics, (chairman Prof. I.
Manoliu from Romania, discussion leader Dr. B.
Schuppener from Germany),
• Session 2: Case studies using Eurocode 7, (chairman
Prof. R. Szepeshazi from Hungary, discussion leader
Prof. N. Vogt from Germany),
• Session 3: Specific problems for environmental
consideration, (chairman Dr. A. Petrovšek from
Slovenia, discussion leader Prof. K.J. Witt from
Germany),
• Session 4: Design methods for geotechnical structures,
(chairman Prof. M. Fross from Austria, discussion
leader Dr. B. Simpson from England),
• Session 5: Monitoring and supervision of geotechnical
considerations, (chairman Prof. A.B. Ponomaryov from
Russia, discussion leader Dr. M. Vaníček from Czech
Republic),
• Session 6: Numerical and physical models in
geotechnical design, (chairman Prof. Z. Lechowicz from
Poland, discussion leader Prof. L. Martak from Austria),
and
• Session 7: Interactive design and other problems in
geotechnical practice, (chairman Prof. M. Nussbaumer
from Germany, discussion leader Ing. J. Frankovská
from Slovakia).
Despite to the world wide economical crises and thanks to
prestigious reputation of the conference the conference was
again attended by many world leaders of the geotechnical
engineering: Prof. J.L. Briaud from USA (President of
ISSMGE), Prof. P. Pinto from Portugal (former President of
ISSMGE), Prof. I. Vaníček from Czech Republic (Vice
President of ISSMGE for Europe), Prof. R. Frank from France
(former Vice President of ISSMGE for Europe), Prof. H. Brandl
from Austria and many others.
The conference was attended by 245 participants from 38
countries of the world. Their papers were published in the
proceedings of the main lectures and abstracts. The full papers
were published in an electronic form on CD. The proceedings
contain 175 papers of which 68 were presented orally in one of
the conference sessions.
The end of the Danube conference is traditionally dedicated
to the technical excursions. The first excursion visited
construction sites with ongoing geotechnical constructions in
the streets of the city, Bratislava. The second excursion went
outside of Bratislava, to the nearby Čunovo and Gabčíkovo
Dam, the largest dam on the Danube River.
According to the feed-back reactions from participants and
ISSMGE representative, the conference was successful. The
organizing committee (Prof. P. Turček – chairman, Ing. J.
Frankovská, Prof. J. Hulla and Dr. M. Ondrášik, all from
Department of Geotechnics of Faculty of Civil Engineering of
University of Technology in Bratislava) expresses their sincere
thanks to all persons and sponsors who helped organize the
conference.
More details are in ISSMGE Bulletin, Volume 4, Issue 4.
During this Danube Conference the meeting of the European
Member societies of Danube Region was held. Members
accepted
- the proposal of Prof. Brandl from Austria to arrange
next 15th Danube Conference in Vienna on the occasion
of the 50anniversaries of these conferences;
- the proposal of Prof. Maximovic from Serbia to arrange
another Danube conference in Belgrade, Serbia in 2018.
4.2

Baltic Sea Geotechnical Conferences

After the success of XI Baltic Sea Conference in Gdansk,
September 15-18 where all countries from this region as
Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Russia, Finland, Sweden, Denmark,

Poland, Norway and Germany actively participated, and voted
for the place of another. Therefore next XII Baltic Sea
Conference will be arranged in Germany. Rostock, 31 May–2
June 2012: “Infrastructure in the Baltic Sea Region”
Bulletin No. 1 was published specifying main items as The
goal and the scope of the conference, Conference format, Venue
and accommodation, Registration fees, Conference topics and
Important dates, etc.
Congress Website: www.12bsgc.de
Supplemented information can be obtained directly from the
German Geotechnical Society: www.dggt.de
5 EUROPEAN YOUNG GEOTECHNICAL
CONFERENCES
5.1

20th European Young Geotechnical Engineers
Conference, Brno, Czech Republic, 2010

From May 30 to June 1, 2010, the Brno University of
Technology, Faculty of Civil Engineering, Department of
Geotechnics, hosted the 20th European Young Geotechnical
Conference co-organized by the Czech and Slovak Committee
for Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering. Mr. Jiří
Boštík and Mrs. Věra Glisníkova were most important persons
of the Organizing committee.
The conference was attended by 48 geotechnical engineers
of age up to 35 from 28 European countries nominated by their
respective National Societies for Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering.
The papers were published in the conference proceedings
“GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING 20, View of Young
European Geotechnical Engineers, Brno 2010“ with ISBN 97880-7204-686-7.
The Conference started on Sunday 30th May 2010 with
evening Brno sightseeing and with common dinner for all
EYGEC delegates in the historical centre of the town. During
Monday 31st May 2010 and Tuesday 1st June 2010, 48 lectures
of 10 minutes (including 2 minutes of discussion) were
presented by the EYGEC participants. Presentations of the
conference delegates were classified into three main sessions:
1. Ground Investigation
2. Geomechanics
3. Geotechnics
3.1. Foundation Engineering,
3.2. Earth Structures,
3.3. Underground Structures
3.4 Environmental Geotechnics
According to the guidelines the sessions were “chaired by
friendly, professional engineers” – John Atkinson (Emeritus
Professor of Soil Mechanics, City University London), JeanLouis Briaud (President of ISSMGE, Texas A&M University,
USA) and Ivan Vaníček (Vice President ISSMGE for Europe,
Czech Technical University in Prague, Czech Republic).
Besides delegate’s presentations, four keynote lectures were
delivered. John Atkinson delivered his lecture on “How to do
research”. Jean-Louis Briaud talked about “ISSMGE, research,
and education”. Jiří Műhl (Technical Director of Foundation
Engineering Inc., Prague, Czech Republic) and Jan Šperger
(Foundation Engineering Inc., Prague, Czech Republic)
presented “Modern foundation technologies”. Finally, Miloš
Polenka (GEOtest Brno, Inc., Czech Republic) delivered his
lecture on “The removal of rocky environment and groundwater
contamination – GEOtest Brno case studies”.
The days of hard work were accompanied by more relaxing
evening programmes: the sightseeing, dinner with live dulcimer
music and closing technical excursion – construction of city
road tunnels in Brno.
More details and photos are in ISSMGE Bulletin Vol. 4,
Issue 4.
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5.2

21th European Young Geotechnical Engineers
Conference, Rotterdam, The Netherlands, 2011

In 2010 Dutch National Committee ISSMGE declared their
intention to organize in 2011 next 21st EYGEC in Rotterdam,
September 4th – 7th, 2011. In published bulletin No. 1 they
specified Proposed program of the conference, Excursions – e.g.
Maasvlake 2 Harbour Expansion and Railway tunnel Delft;
Conference topics, Important dates, Accommodation,
Conference fee etc. Up to now the Organizing committee
chaired by Mandy Korff from Deltares collected 53 papers
coming from nearly 30 national societies.
Except of
representatives of ISSMGE – Prof. J.L. Briaud and Ivan
Vaníček, organizers invited also other specialists – Prof. L.
Caldeira from Portugal and Dr. T. Chapman from UK - to
present keynote lectures and to lead discussion when young
colleagues will present their papers. For publication the same
system will be used as for Brno conference. More information
can be found on www.kiviniria.net/EYGEC2011.
5.3

22nd European Young Geotechnical Engineers
Conference, Sweden, 2012

Stefan Aronsson, President of the Swedish Geotechnical
Society, when visiting 20th EYGEC in Brno, declared his
intention to arrange another one in Sweden in 2012. This fact
speaks about respected significance of such activities in Europe.
According to the accepted rules, the International YGEC
will be arranged in Paris, France, on the occasion of
International conference SMGE, 2013. Each European society
can nominate 2 candidates on this conference.
6

EUROPEAN REGIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

After International conference in Alexandria all existing
European Regional Technical Committees declared their wish
to continue in work:
- ERTC 10 – Evaluation of Eurocode 7 – UK + Ireland –
Andrew Bond, Trevor Orr, - ERTC 12 Geotechnical Evaluation and Application of
the Seismic Eurocode 8 – Italy – Michele Maugeri
- ERTC 7 – Numerical methods in geotechnical
engineering - Spain – Cesar Sagaseta –
- ERTC 3 - Piles – Belgium – Noel Huybrecht (Maurice
Bottiau)
- ERTC 16 – Education and Training – Romania – Iacint
Manoliu (Marina Pantazidou)
In 2010 ERTC 10 arranged Workshop in Italy – Pavia, and
ETC 7 in Trondheim, Norway - 7th European Conference on
Numerical Methods in Geotechnics (NUMGE2010).
In 2011 all ERTC are planning to have shared workshops on the
occasion of the European conference in Athens.
New ERTC
For a great significance of the Regional TC the new ones are
proposed to establish in Europe. The proposals are for:
- Geothermal Energy
- Utilization of large volume waste in Geotechnical
applications
- Ageing of Earth Structures in Transport Engineering
National societies will be informed about this intention and
their interest will have the final impact on their establishment.
The idea is to propose this new ERTC with some research
activitity which is also supported from EU.
7 INTERNATIONAL TECHNICAL COMMITTEES
ACTIVITIES IN EUROPE
TC´s on the international level were newly rearranged, with new
numbers, see ISSMGE Bulletin Volume 4, Issue 4, December

2010. Technical Oversight Committee established by ISSMGE
president presented 29 Technical Committees from which 15
have host country in Europe. Brief summary of TC´s activities
in Europe are as follows:
2010 - 5th Int. Conf. Unsaturated Soils –Barcelona, Spain;
- Inter. Conference Geotechnical Challenges in
Megacities – GeoMos2010-Moscow, Russia;
- 7th Int. Conf. on Physical Modelling in Geotechnics,
Zurich, Switzerland;
- TC40 Workshop on Failures, Disputes, Causes and
Solutions in Geotechnics; Budapest, Hungary;
2011 - 7th Int. Symp. Underground Construction in Soft
Ground; Roma, Italy;
- 2nd Int. Symp. On Computational Geomechanics
(ComGeo II); Dubrovnik, Croatia;
- Railway Geotechnical Engineering; Paris, France;
- 9th Int. Workshop on Bifurcation and Degradation in
Geomaterials, Porquerolles, France;
- 3rd Int. Symp. on Geotechnical Safety and Risk;
Munich, Germany;
- 11th Int. Conf. on Computational Plasticity –
COMPLASXI, Barcelona, Spain;
- TC207 Workshop on Soil-structure Interaction and
Retaining Walls, Dubrovnik, Croatia;
2012 TC 203 – 2nd Int. Conf. on Performance-Based Design
in Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering; Taormina,
Italy
- Int. Conf. on Geotechnical Eng. Education; Galway,
Ireland;
- 6th Int. Conf. on Scour and Erosion; Paris, France
- TC 211 – Int. Symp. Ground Improvement; Brussels,
Belgium;
- 2nd Europ. Conf. on Unsaturated Soils – EUNSAT2012 – Napoli, Italy.
8

ACTIVITIES ON THE NATIONAL LEVEL

Many important activities are arranged on the level of
individual National Societies, giving a great chance to all
members of the National Committee to be directly involved in
ISSMGE operation. It is not my intention to give the overview
of detailed activities of each National Society just to show on
selected examples how wide these activities.
Smaller countries are trying to invite and to open proposed
action also to the foreign colleagues and to declare their activity
multilingual. The examples are:
- Symposium on Landslides – Iasi, Romania, 2009;
- Symposium on Landslides and Geo-environment – Tirana,
Albania, 2011;
- Baltic Piling Days, Tallinn, Estonia, 2012
Most of the other countries are arranging their national
conferences a rather opened, so it means that some other foreign
languages can be used, e.g. English, German, Russian, French
etc. Two examples are selected for:
31st Baugrundtagung – Munich, Germany , November
2010 – on the occasion of the 60 anniversary of the
DGGT – German Geotechnical Society – more than
1000 attendees and enormous number of exhibitors;
- 32nd Foundation Days – Stockholm, Sweden, March
2011 – with 650 participants and 60 exhibitors. Small
notes to Nordic countries which cooperate very closely Nordic Board Meeting was held in Helsinki (the 25th of
March, 2011) connected with celebration of 60
anniversary of Finland Geotechnical Society. Next 16th
Nordic Geotechnical Meeting will be held in May (912) in Copenhagen, Denmark, 2012.
Such activity in most cases is connected with declaration of
the best paper (work) of the young geotechnical engineers.
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Very common in most of the European countries is the
arrangement of Special Lecture, which is mostly presented by
very well known foreign expert.
Again also few of the
“Special Lectures” are mentioned:
- London, UK - Rankin Lecture;
- Vienna, Austria – Terzaghi (Vienna) Lecture;
- Prague, Czech Republic – Prague Geotechnical Lecture;
- Budapest, Hungary – Széchy Memorial Lecture
- Ljubljana, Slovenia – Šuklje Memorial Lecture
In some cases when national “Geotechnical Society” is
covering all activities of geo-engineering this society is also
responsible for activities falling under the umbrella of so called
“sister” international societies – as ISRM, IAEG, or ITA, IGS,
EFEC e.g. ITA/AITES Congress Finland Helsinki, 2011 or
EuroGeo – geosynthetics, Valencia, Spain, 2012.
9

COMMON SENSITIVE PROBLEMS IN EUROPE

During discussion with professional colleagues I have feeling,
that the following 3 items are most sensitive in Europe right
now:
- Geotechnical Engineering Education – after Bologna
Agreement
- Geotechnical Design – according to Eurocode 7 –
Geotechnical Design
- Risk associated in Geotechnical Engineering Profession
and Professional Prestige.
As the first two points will be discussed during ERTC
Workshops in Athens I will mention only few words to the last
point.
Risk associated with design and construction of
geotechnical structures is connected either with exactness with
which we are able to define
- Geological model of environment which is in
interaction with proposed structure – and is describing
individual layers together with their boundaries.
- Geotechnical model –which is specifying geotechnical
data to the individual layers or boundaries (different
discontinuities)
- Numerical model – describing the behaviour of
geological environment when influenced by proposed
structures. Note that for very complicated cases, e.g.
for potential design of nuclear high level waste
repository, model should not only describe mechanical
behaviour but also behaviour with respect to
temperature changes, contaminant (radionuclide)
spreading etc.
We all know that our ability to precisely describe
mechanical, thermal, chemical or hydraulic changes is limited
as we are usually able to examine only limited part of
geological environment, let say one millionth. Therefore as
uncertainties connected with steel structures for simple cases
can be in the range of 3-5 %, for concrete structures 5-10%, for
timber structures 10-20%, after that for earth structures it can be
up to 50%. In addition quality of earth structures during
construction is usually not controlled by parameters which are
later on used during design, but indirectly with the help of
moisture content and dry density.
Also our today approach to the design, limit state approach,
is based on fact that our structures are designed with a certain
risk of failures. However the society demands only solutions
which are able to guarantee 100 % safety. We know that this
condition cannot be fulfilled therefore we (consultants and
contractors – geotechnical engineers generally) have to try to
find partner (client, investor, government) which should share
this risk with us.
Regarding professional prestige we can always stress our
special position either between civil engineers or on level of
society in general.

For the civil engineering level it is fact that Eurocode 7
unambiguously declares that in comparison with other
Eurocodes, EC 7 is not only material code, but also the code for
interaction (with practically all other structures), as well as code
for loading (loading of soil or rock on other structures).
For the society in general we can stress the fact that our
profession is able to react to the society demands, e.g. with
respect to:
- Energy – utilization of geothermal energy, energy piles
etc.
- Raw materials – via utilization of different waste
materials in geotechnical structures
- Greenfields – as our profession is playing significant role
in the process of construction on brownfields
- Environmental protection => Environmental Geotechnics
- Natural hazards
During last period the first signals of improvements occur
but always the effort of our profession is behind, e.g. TC 304
Risk assessment/management. “Recently, in the Netherlands,
the Geo-Impuls joint industry development program has been
launched, in which some 30 large clients, contractors,
engineering consultants, universities and institutes do
participate. The target of the Geo-Impuls program is halving
geotechnical failures by 2015. Realizing the Geo-Impuls
objective will save the Dutch community at least several
hundreds of millions euros per year. A core activity of the GeoImpuls program is developing and applying sound geotechnical
risk management procedures within construction projects. New
knowledge is developed and particularly existing knowledge
will be better used, in risk-driven way. This requires a thorough
integration of geotechnical risk management with project risk
management”.
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for North America
G. Auvinet
ISSMGE Vice-President for North America

1

INTRODUCTION.

This report contains a summary of the highlights of the
activities of the North American Region from October 2009 to
May 2011. During this period, ISSMGE Vice-Presidency for
North America was initially held by M.P. Romo, as established
in the ISSMGE Council Meeting during the 17th ICSMGE held
in Alexandria in October 2009. G. Auvinet, former president of
Mexican Society of Geotechnical Engineering, took over after
M.P. Romo resigned for personal reasons in December 2009.
Three progress reports were presented by G. Auvinet on
activities in the region to ISSMGE Board:
- Board meeting in Moscow, June 6th 2010
- Board meeting in New Delhi, November 8th 2010
- Board meeting in Hong Kong, May 22nd 2011ce the
relevant item format).

4

CGS, CANADA

Presidents during the period: Michel Aubertin, Bryan Watts
4.1 Annual Conferences:
62nd Canadian Geotechnical Conference & 10th Join
CGS/IAH-CNC Groundwater Conference
September 20-24, 2009, Halifax, Nova Scotia
63rd Canadian Geotechnical Conference & 6th Canadian
Permafrost Conference
September 12-16, 2010, Calgary, Alberta
4.2 Other important technical events:

2

THE NORTH AMERICAN REGION

The North American region includes only three member
countries: Canada, USA and Mexico, a small number when
compared to other regions such as South America, Asia and
Europe. The individual membership in the ISSMGE represents
however close to 20% of the grand total membership
(approximately 18,000) of all Member Societies around the
globe. It has already been pointed out in the past that the impact
of the three votes of the region (out of more than 80 countries)
in the major issues under consideration on the floor at Council
Meetings is far from proportionate to the number of individual
members and their fee contributions.
The three member societies of the region are extremely
active and have a strong presence and influence in the
engineering community and society in general in their
respective country as well as internationally.
3

ACTIVITIES OF MEMBER SOCIETIES

Detailed information regarding the activities of each of the three
Member Societies can be found on their excellent individual
web sites:
Canadian
Geotechnical
Society (CGS,
Canada):
www.cgs.ca
GeoInstitute (GI, USA): www.geoinstitute.org
Sociedad Mexicana de Ingeniería Geotécnica (SMIG,
Mexico): www.smms.org.mx
Only the main activities of the period will be mentioned below

13th International Seminar on paste and thickened tailings
May 3-9, 2010, Toronto, Ontario
15th Annual contaminated and hazardous waste site
management course theory, practice & outdoor field
demonstrations
May 3-7, 2010, Toronto, Ontario
World Tunnel Congress 2010 (ITA): Tunnel Vision Towards
2020
May 14-20, 2010, Vancouver, British Columbia
The Second IASTED International Conference
Environmental Management and Engineering
July 15 – 17, 2010, Banff, Alberta

on

3rd Canadian Young Geotechnical Engineers and Geoscientists
Conference
September 16-18, 2010, Bayshore Inn, Waterton Lakes, Alberta
Second International Conference on Oil Sands Tailings,
December 5-8, 2010, Edmonton, Alberta
5

GI, USA

President during the period: Edward Kavazanjian Jr., Larry P.
Jedele
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5.1 Annual Conferences:

7

Geo Florida 2010 Conference
February 20-24, 2010, West Palm Beach, Florida, USA

During the period, formal international relations between the
three member countries were encouraged. Contacts were
however established mostly in an informal manner taking
advantage of personal relations. Typical were the lectures given
in Mexico by Jorge Zornberg (GI, USA) on Geotextiles and by
Serge Leroueil (Canada) on Compacted soils.
An agreement of cooperation was signed between GI (USA)
and SMIG (Mexico) on October 7th, 2009 in Alexandria, Egypt.
To follow up on this agreement, Juan de Dios Alemán, SMIG
President, and G. Auvinet, ISSMGE VP for North America,
were invited to attend the GI board of governors meeting in
Dallas (March 12th 2011). A proposal to organize a joint
technical event in 2012 on “Geotechnical Hazards” is being
evaluated.
G. Auvinet, ISSMGE VP for North America, was also
kindly invited to attend the board of governors meeting of CGS
in Calgary, on September 12th, 2010.

Geo-Frontiers 2011 Conference - Advances in Geotechnical
Engineering
March 13-16, 2011, Dallas, Texas, USA
5.2 Other important technical events:
Earth Retention Conference 3
August 1- 4, 2010, Bellevue, Washington
5th International Conference on Scour and Erosion (ICSE-5)
November 7-10, 2010, San Francisco, California
5.3 Co-sponsored events:
35th Annual Conference on Deep Foundations
October 12-15, 2010, Renaissance Hollywood, California
International Symposium on Testing and Specification of
Recycled Materials for Sustainable Geotechnical Construction
February 02-04, 2011, Baltimore, MD
6

SMIG, MEXICO

Presidents during the period: Walter Paniagua, Juan de Dios
Alemán
During this period, the Mexican Society for Soil Mechanics
changed its name to Mexican Society for Geotechnical
Engineering (Sociedad Mexicana de Ingeniería Geotécnica).
6.1 Biennial Conference:
25th National Meeting of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering, and 20th Nabor Carrillo Lecture (Lecturer:
Enrique Santoyo Villa)
November 11-13, 2010, Acapulco, Guerrero, Mexico
6.2 Other important technical events:
International Symposium: Technologies and foundation systems
for the twentieth Century
December 3-4, 2009, Mexico City
Symposium on tunnels and tunnel shafts in soils and rocks
February 25-26, 2010, Mexico City
Geosynthetics: Present and future perspectives in Mexico
March 10-12, 2010, Mexico City
SMIG also organized a number of short courses and special
activities. It published an excellent commemorative volume on
the history of Soil Mechanics in Mexico untitled: “El Siglo de la
mecánica de Suelos (Soil Mechanics’ century)”
On January 20th 2011, SMIG organized in Mexico City a
Special Symposium to honor the memory of the late Prof.
Leonardo Zeevaert, with participation, among other
personalities, of Jean-Louis Briaud, and William Van Impe,
respectively President and past President of ISSMGE.

8

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE

An important event for both regions of the American continent
is the upcoming Pan-American Conference:
14th Pan-American Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering
& 64th Canadian Geotechnical Conference
October 2-6, 2011, Toronto, Ontario
The conference technical program will enhance opportunities
for interaction between academics, practitioners, designers,
contractors and owners from North, Central and South America.
This will be accomplished through a combination of invited
speakers for plenary sessions, including keynote presentations
(Casagrande Lecture and the R.M. Hardy Lecture), specialist
technical breakout sessions and exhibits. There will also be
poster sessions, panel discussions, short courses/workshops and
technical tours.
The Casagrande Lecturer will be Dr. Kerry Rowe (Queen’s
University)
To promote a wide participation in this conference a special
meeting of the Pan-American Committee took place in
Gramado, Brazil (during COBRAMSEG2010, August 17-22)
with participation of delegates from 15 member countries.
Professor Giovanni Cascante, co-chair of the 14th PCSMGE
organizing committee, presented the advances in the Toronto
Conference organization. President of ISSMGE, Jean-Louis
Briaud and Past President Pedro Seco y Pinto, attended this
meeting. The North American region was represented by
Giovanni Cascante (Canada), Robert Holtz (USA), Walter
Paniagua (Mexico) and G. Auvinet (ISSMGE VP for North
America)
To foster participation of members of all countries of the
continent, including some that may not be able to attend the
Conference, and respecting a tradition inherited from previous
Pan-American Conferences, the Organizing Committee kindly
agreed to include all accepted papers in the Proceedings.
However, only duly registered members by July 2011 will be
considered
for
oral
and
poster
presentations.
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9

TECHNICAL COMMITTEES

The technical committees of the region are:

Applications

Fundamentals

Category

TC #

TC Official
Name

TC Short
Name

TC
102

Ground Property
Characterization from
in-situ tests

TC
206

Interactive Geotechnical Interactive
design
Design

TC
208

Stability of
Natural Slopes

In-Situ Testing

Landslides

Host
Country

USA

Canada

Canada

TC Chair

Members Nominated
by TOC (4)

TOC Liaison

P. Mayne

F. Schnaid (Brazil)
An-Bin Huang (Taiwan)
Tom Lunne (Norway)
John Powell (UK)

A. Wissa

K. Been

Albert Ho, (Hong Kong)
Dennis Becker, (Canada)
G. Scarpetti, (Italy)
Alain Pecker (France)

D. Jamiolkowski

J. Fannin

Lee, Seung Rae (Korea)
F. Nadim (Norway)
H.N. Wong (Hong Kong)
Denis Demers (Canada)

Hongsung

S. Lacasse

Sherif Wissa

TC
209

Offshore Geotechnics

Offshore

USA

P. Jeanjean

Chu, Yun Wook (Korea)
P.Watson (Australia)
K.H. Andersen (Norway)
R. Gilbert (USA)

TC
214

Foundation Engineering
for Difficult Soft Soil
Conditions

Soft Soils

Mexico

J.L. Rangel

Fritz Nowacki (Norway)
B. Indraratna (Australia)
J.P. Magnan (France)

All committees have been working satisfactorily as
described in their reports to TOC. Direct information on their
activities to the North America V.P. would be appreciated.
ISSMGE TC 214 organized a successful workshop on
“Land Subsidence and Geotechnical Engineering” on October
17th, 2010 in Querétaro, Mexico.
Acknowledgment is due to Dra Patricia Lopez Acosta for
her assistance in the preparation of regional reports during this
period.
Mexico City, June 12th, 2011
Gabriel Auvinet
ISSMGE VP for North America
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Appendix 2: Regional Reports
Report from the Vice-President for South America
R. Terzariol
ISSMGE Vice-President for South America

1

INTRODUCTION.

Currently the ISSMGE Vice President for South America is
Professor Roberto Terzariol. His terms end in 2013. Currently is
Vice Dean of the School of engineering at the National
University of Córdoba. He is also Leading Professor at the
National Technological University where he taught Foundation
Engineering. Teaches courses of geotechnical engineering for
Masters and Doctoral degree from several universities in
Argentina.).
2

SOUTH AMERICA REGION

It is necessary to explain from where we are, who we are, which
is our insertion in ISSMGE, which is our present and which are
the future challenges.
2.1

Where We Are:

South American Region is located from the Central to the South
part of the American continent. The region includes countries
from Central America, Caribbean and South America, both
speaking Spanish and Portuguese. The distance to the other
regions ranges between 8.500 and 18.000 kms, and the
maximum distance from one end to the another of the region is
8.000 km. This is a problem that threatens the easy
communications and exchanges among the member Societies.
Our continent is the only that is subdivided in two regions.
2.2

Who and How Many We Are:

The region have more than 1300 members in the ISSMGE, and
they contribute with the 6% approx. of the ISSMGE`s
Subscriptions in 2009. Members of the region, from Argentina,
Brazil, Chile and Peru, works in more than ten TCs, like
“Unsaturated soils”, “Laboratory testing”, “Underground
construction” and others, with a significant involvement in each
one.The chair of “Megacities” TC, are located in the region
(Prof. A. Negro of Brazil). Prof. Victor De Melo, President of
the Brazilian Society and formerly VP for South America, was
one of the more representatives presidents of the ISSMGE. The
region is composed of 13 member Societies representing as
many countries. Some of them are very old as the Argentinean
Society which is 62 years old, and some very recent as
Dominican Society created just 3 years ago. There are now
three Countries that have interest in joining the ISSMGE.
Guatemala has already completed the paperwork and from next
year became a new member. The table show a list of the
constituted Societies, his denomination, and the authorities of
each one.

Table 1 - List of Societies Member of SA Region
Society Denomination
Sociedad Argentina de Ing.
Geotecnica
Asociación Boliviana de
Geotecnia
Asociacao Brasileira de M.
dos Solos
Sociedad Chilena de
Geotecnia
Sociedad Colombiana de
Geotecnia
Asociación Costarricense
de Geotecnia
Com. Tec. Nac. de M. de
Suelos y Geot. Cuba
Soc. Dominicana de
Geotecnia y Mat.
Soc. Ecuat. de M. de Suelos
y Rocas
Sociedad Salvadoreña de
Geotecnia
Sociedad Paraguaya de
Geotecnia
Sociedad Peruana de
Geotecnia
Sociedad Venezolana de
Geotecnia

President

Period

P. Torres

2006-2011

R. Barrientos

s/d

J. Militiski
A. Negro

2011-2012

R. Verdugo

2006-2011

A. Gonzalez G.

2010-2012

M. Jimenez J.

2009-2011

R. Armas N.

s/d

L. Carpio M.

2007-2012

A. Velazco F.

2009-2011

L. Pineda

2010-2012

C. Lopez B.

2009-2011

A. Carrillo
C. Torres
J. Amundaray
A. Benarroch

2010-2014
2010-2012

The average in South America is 3,5 member per million
habitants and in the whole ISSMGE this ratio is 11 aprox. In
one sense this index measures the degree of geotechnical
engineering development of a particular region, but it need to be
linked to the maximum and minimum of that region to balance
the asymmetries between different countries. The following
table shows the regional averages and maximum and minimum
within it.
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•

Table 2: Average, maximum and minimum in each region
REGION

COUNT.

Members per million habitants
Ave

AUSTRALASIA 2

64

EUROPA
NORTH
AMERICA
SOUTH
AMERICA
ASIA
(** Without
Singapore and
Hong Kong)
AFRICA

32

20

Minimum
Australi
40
a
Russia 2,2

3

11

Mexico 2,5

Canada

13

3,5

Peru

0,9

Paraguay 9,5

China

0,26

6,0 *
22
11

2,7 **
1,6

Maximum
New
88
Zealand
Iceland 77
21

Singapore 42

Nigeria 0,26

Japan

10,6

Tunisia

4,0

The table shows also that Mexico and Russia in NA and
Europe regions, are similar to the South America`s countries,
and Canada in NA is similar to the European countries. In other
hand, countries with a low population, like Iceland, Singapore
or Paraguay, has a great influence in the media values. With all
these considerations SA is located in an area between highly
developed countries and the most delayed ones, and has a large
asymmetry with its neighbor of NA.
3

CHALLENGES FOR THE NEXT 3 YEARS

In the table are resumed the Situations, Issues and Challenges in
SA Region.
Situation

Issues

To do

2011 Pan Am
Conference
(the only Regional
Conf. with 2 regions)
Poor interaction
between Societies of
the region

Low participants from
the non host region.
Economic
asymmetries
Overlay of
Conferences. Not
optimized itinerant
seminars and courses

Work together. PanAm
Committee Meeting in
August 2010

Lack of
communication
between authorities

Build up a calendar of
events. Improve
personal contact.
Regional events &
TC´s. (with SAIG)
Misunderstanding and Meetings of Presidents
wariness among
of South American
societies
Societies

No official web page Poor interaction
between VP and
member societies

Web page, with
information, calendar
of events, reports of TC
members, etc.

Unbalanced
Some Societies are not Promote societies.
participation in TC´s aware of these
Publish reports of TC´s
Committees
activities
members
Countries not
members ISSMGE

4

Many Geotechnical
Engineers not
integrated

Promote the creation of
local societies (SGGSUG-CPG)

>20 National Seminars and Courses (Argentina, Brazil,
Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Sto. Domingo)
• 2 Chile`s Earthquake Report (SoChiGeo-GREE /
CICCba-SAIG Argentina)
• 1 International Publication (Soils & Rocks in English
and Portuguese) + 8 Local Publications (hard copy and
electr. in Spanish) ( Argentina, Brazil, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Ecuador, Perú, Venezuela)
• Annual Meeting of the Panamerican Committee (Brazil)
• First Meeting of Societies from South America (Brazil)
All this shows the strength and the maturity of the
Geotechnical Engineering in the region and the efforts of each
Member Society. Special mention is the meeting of SA`s
societies to be held in august of 2010. Is the first time that all
the representants of the societies member can discuss his issues,
and may be, found the solutions together. The meeting of the
Pan Am Committee, held at the same time and place that the SA
meeting.
5
5.1

ACTIVITY OF VICE PRESIDENCE
Meeting of the Presidents of National Societies of South
America Region

In August, 20, 2010, also in Gramado (RS), Brazil, during the
XV Brazilian Conference of Geotechnical Engineering, Prof.
Jean Louis Briaud, President of the ISSMGE, Prof. Pedro Seco
e Pinto former President of the ISSMGE, the Vice President for
South America, 12 representatives of South American Societies,
3 representants of Mexico (Walter Paniagua), United States
(Robert Holz), and Canada (Giovanni Cascante), and the Vice
President from North America, Gabriel Auvinet, participate in
Pan American Committee.
Prof. Roberto Terzariol opened the meeting by welcoming
all delegates. He acknowledged the presence of Dr. Jean-Louis
Briaud, President of ISSMGE, Prof. Pedro Seco, immediate past
President of ISSMGE, and Prof. Jarbas Milititsky, President of
ABMS, host of this meeting. An informal introduction of all
delegates was made, emphasizing the fact that most countries of
the continent were represented. Dr. Gabriel Auvinet presented a
brief report concerning the North American Region, which
includes three countries. Highlights in conferences, seminars
and other events were mentioned. Prof. Roberto Terzariol,
briefly discussed the importance of SA Societies within the
ISSMGE, with 13 active countries and 2 more in formation
(Uruguay and Guatemala). After that the participants treated the
agenda particularly the organization of the next Pan American
Conference and the By Laws of the Committee.
5.2

Creation of the Vicepresidence Webpage

In order to improve the communications between societies
members and the vicepresident, and for build up an agenda of
regional events, was created a webpage with the following
address www. issmge-savp.blogspot.com.
A sample of the page is shown below:

REGIONAL ACTIVITY

During 2010 and the firsts months of 2011, undertake the main
following activities in the region:
• 4 National Conferences (Argentina, Brazil, Colombia,
Venezuela)
• 2 International Conferences (Brazil, Chile)
• 8 International Seminars and Courses (Argentina,
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Perú, Sto. Domingo)
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6

ACTIVITIES IN EACH NATIONAL SOCIETY

For the better understanding it will be describe the activity in
each country separately.
6.1

Argentine Society For Geotechnical Engineering Sociedad Argentina De Ingenieria Geotecnica (Saig):

The Argentine Society is the oldest in the region, and has more
than 80 members. There were 5 main events in Argentina
during 2010. It president is Pablo Torres, whose term ends this
year. The Argentinean Society of Geotechnical Engineering
(SAIG), in partnership with Argentinean Society of Structural
Engineers (AIE) made a Seminar on “Piles Design for Building
and Infrastructure” on August, 2 – 2010, at the Borges Cultural
Center in Buenos Aires. There was 3 lectures, the first given by
Prof. Eduardo Nunez, on "Design of drilled piles, driven piles
and piled raft foundations”, the second about “Control of deep
foundation construction” given by Juan Fernandez Vincent and
the third by Tomas Van Cauwelaert on “Design and
Construction of CFA Piles”. More than 200 people participate
in this event.
In August 25/27, 2010, the Auditorium of Civil Engineers
Council of Cordoba, held the “International Symposium on
Landslides and Associated Risks” organised together between
SAIG and the Argentine Association for Engineering Geology
and Environment (ASAGAIA). The Seminar has 3 main
lectures given by Prof. Pedro Seco e Pinto and Dr. Raul Sarra
Pistone (Portugal) and Prof. Roberto Terzariol (Argentina). The
event has more than 70 participants, 15 papers exposed, and the
presence of Pablo Torres President of SAIG and Jorge
Bejerman Secretary od ASAGAIA. All the attendants could
make a technical tour to the mountain road named “El
Cuadrado” under construction, were they saw problems
associated with landslides and new construction techniques
applied in that project.
During October 6 to 9 of 2010, in Auditorium A. Bustillo
(Convention and Expositions Center) of Mendoza, SAIG
organize, together with the National and Technological
Universities, the “XX National Conference on Soil Mechanics
and Geotechnical Engineering – CAMSIG2010”. These
Conference receive more than 270 participants, 140 scientific
and technical papers, and has 5 international lectures given by
Carlos Santamarina (Georgia Tech – USA), Carlos Costa (Univ.
of San Luis, Argentina), Luis Ortuño (Politechnic University of
Madrid, Spain), Pedro Ortigosa (Chile) and Oscar Varde
(Argentina). After the meeting the participants could attend
technical visits to Potrerillos Dam. This is a Concrete Face
Rockfill Dam, 140 meters high, placed in a very high seismic
zone on the Andes Mountains, near the international road that
link Argentina and Chile.
The “International Course on Advanced Numerical
Geomecanichs – PLAXIS” was held in Buenos Aires, between
October 25 to 29, 2010, with more than 40 participants from
Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Peru and
Venezuela. There was 2 main lectures given by Dr. Esteban
Hormazabal (SRK Consulting) and Dr. Raul Bertero (Buenos
Aires University). The teachers were, Cesar Sagaseta Millán
(University of Cantabria, Spain), Juan Pestana Nascimento
(University of California, Berkeley), Alejo Sfrisso, Juan
Fernadez Vincent and Jorge Laiún (University of Buenos
Aires), and Dennis Waterman & Alfonso Alvarez Manilla
(PLAXIS VB).
Finally on November, 30 took place in the Borges Cultural
Center of Buenos Aires, the “Seminar on Excavations, Braced
Cuts, and Underpinning”, organize together between SAIG and
the Association of Structural Engineers. The Seminar host more
than 450 attendants including professionals and students. In the
event various recognized professionals shared his experiences,
recommendations and possible solutions to the various risks
presents in the excavation, underpinning and building of

basements. The first lecture was given by Prof. Alejo Sfriso,
SAIG Secretary, who spoke about the problem of “Excavations
and support methods”.
During 2011, Argentine Society for Geotechnical
Engineering (SAIG) plans the organization, among other events,
of the “Symposium on Geotechnical Problems in the Design
and Construction of Mountain Roads” in Tucumán, together
with the Association for Engineering Geology (ASAGAIA). In
Córdoba, together with the locals Councils of Engineers and
Architects be made two courses regarding geotechnical
implications in construction management.
Additionally the Argentine Society continues, as it did in
2010, participating in developing the Argentine standards in
geotechnical tests (IRAM) and for the civil construction
(CIRSOC).
Also during April 2011, SAIG elects its news authorities for
the next 2 years.
6.2

Brazilian Association for Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering - Asociacao Brasilera de
Mecanica dos Solos e Engenharia Geotecnica (Abms)

The Brazilian Society is one of the more active in the region
with more than 700 members, divided in Regional Chapters for
the different states in the country, and has a continuous
participation in the ISSMGE´s Technical Committees and
Conferences. A distinguished member of ABMS, Prof. V. De
Mello, was President of ISSMGE between 1981 and 1985.
From 12 to 14 April, 2010, in association with the Faculty of
Public Health of University of Sao Paulo, took place in Sao
Paulo, the Conference “Ecos da Sardenha”, about urban solid
waste treatment and deposition.
In Sao Paulo on April 16, the Engineering Institute held the
Tribute to Professor Milton Vargas an emeritus member of
ABMS and past president of it. Authorities of ABMS presents
in that occasion a document about Natural Disasters in Brazil.
During April 21-23, 2010, Foz do Iguacu (PR) held the
Regional Conference “GEOSUL2010”, organized by the
Regional Chapter of Paraná/Santa Catarina, with more than 350
attendants, and featured national lecturers.
Between March and June of 2010, the Chapter Center and
West of ABMS, together with the Federal Net of Technical and
Professional Education, held the Course for Bore Holes
Operators, and qualify 29 of them. The same chapter organized
in Guarujá (SP), the “Symposium on soft Soils” on May 21-.23,
2010.
From May 23 to 27, 2010, ABMS organize the 9º
International Conference on Geosynthetics. This conference
took place also in Guarujá and was organized together with the
International Geosynthetics Society (IGS). The conference had
800 participants, and more than 75 booths of exhibition.
This conference had 7 keynotes and special lectures.
Lecturers was Professors S. Sandroni (Brazil), J. Giroud (USA),
R. Holtz (USA), H. Brandl (Austria), D. Cazzuffi (Italy), S.
Perkins (USA) and A. Fourie (Australia). Also was present Dr.
Jorge Zornberg President of IGS and member of ISSMGE.
In Cuiabá, from October, 30, 2010, Professor Roberto
Quental Coutinho gives the “6ª Conference on “Management of
Urban Landslides Risks”, organized together for the Regional
Chapters of ABMS from, Cuiabá, Salvador, Minas Gerais, Sao
Paulo, Paraná-Santa Catarina, Rio Grande do Sul, Rio do
Janeiro and Nordeste, with more than 600 of participants from
all the locations.
Gramado (RS), from October 17 to 22, 2010, held the “XV
Brazilian Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering
–
COBRAMSEG2010”.
During
COBRAMSEG2010, took place also the “Luso-Brazilian
Symposium” and the “Geojovem”, the first was organized
together with the Portuguese Geotechnical Society and the
second was directed for young geotechnical engineers and
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students with a participation of more than 450 people.
COBRAMSEG2010 had an attendance of more than 1000
specialists from many parts of the country and the world. Jean
Louis Briaud, ISSMGE president and Pedro Seco e Pinto past
president, attend the Conference together with Roberto
Terzariol and Gabriel Auvinet, ISSMGE Vice Presidents for
South and North America, respectively.
The event held the “Victor de Mello Lecture”, given by the
Professor Harry Poulos (Australia), after the introduction of
Professor John Burland (UK). During COBRAMSEG2010,
were elected the ABMS new authorities (Prof. A. Negro was
elected as president), and were organized meetings between the
executive secretary of the Deep Foundation Institute and the
Brazilian Association of Foundation Engineering. A special
tribute to all the past presidents of ABMS was performed.
The Nordeste Chapter of ABMS, organized in Recife (PE),
during November, 10-11 of 2010, the “1º North East
Symposium on Geotechnics” with a participation of more than
230 attendants.
During the month of January of 2011, ABMS presented the
“Soils and Rocks Prize”, in a ceremony wich has the
participation of Dra. Laura Caldeira, president of the
“Portuguese Geotechnical Society (SPG)”, Prof. Arsenio Negro
president of ABMS, Prof. Henio Palmeira from “International
Geosynthetics Society (IGS)” and Dra. Heloisa Frasca past
president of the “Brazilian Association for Engineering Geology
and Environment ABGEE”.
In February began the second Course for Bore Holes
Operators, qualifying 40 technicians, in association with the
National Secretary of Education, which supervise the qualifying
courses.
6.3

Chilean Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Chilena de
Ingenieria Geotecnica (Sochige)

The Chilean Society is an important society in the region
especially on issues of geotechnical earthquake engineering and
mining geotechnics, with more than 70 members. Professor
Ramón Verdugo is President of SOCHIGE and also member of
the ISSMGE Earthquake Technical Committee.
During January, 10-13, 2010, the city of Santiago de Chile
held the “5º International Conference on Earthquake
Geotechnical Engineering”, presided by Professor Ramón
Verdugo and organized between the SOCHIGE and the
National University of Chile, sponsored by the TC04 of the
ISSMGE.
About 500 of attendants from all the world shows the interest
that events like this, has in the geotechnical community around
the world. Jean Louis Briaud, like president of the ISSMGE,
Pedro Seco e Pinto past president, and Roberto Terzariol
currently ISSMGE Vice President for South America attends
the conference. Additionally were presents Professors Kiriazis
Pitilakis (Greece) president of the 4º ICEGE, Kenji Ishihara
(Japan) ISSMGE past president, I. Idriss (USA), G. Gazetas
(Greece), E. Faccioli (Italy), Liam Finn (Chairman of Steering
Committee), Luis Valenzuela (Chile), Ikuo Towatha (Japan),
and T. Koshusho (Japan) and Atila Ansal (Turkey) co-chairmen
of the advisory committee. During the conference Professor
Ricardo Dobry (Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute) was honoured
with the Ishihara Lecture, who gives an interesting lecture about
the “in situ” methods for liquefaction prediction”, specially
about traditional procedures.
There was:
• 10 Special Session led by F. Leyton, J. Bray, C.
Ledezma, D. Frost, S. Yasuda, R. Verdugo, B. Bradley,
M. Cubrinovski and R. Saragoni.
• 7 State of the Art Sessions coordinated by Ikuo
Towhata, An-Bin Huang, F. Chavez, R. Boulanger, S.
Kramer, P. Seco e Pinto and G. Gazetas.

•

12 Theme lectures, given by J. Bray, P. Ortigosa, L.
Valenzuela, K. Pilitakis, R. Villagra, M. Cubrinovski,
R. Verdugo, A. Elgamal, E. Ovando Shelley, J.
Kuwano, S. Yasuda and K. Stokoe.
• 3 Workshop led by Professors Jorge Troncoso, Takaji
Kokusho and Atila Ansal, respectively.
The post Conference Technical Visit, was a guided trip to
the areas of Concepción and Arauco in the south region of
Chile, where the major geotechnical damages were observed
after the earthquake of February, 27, 2010.
6.4

Colombian Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Colombiana
de Geotecnia (SCG)

In this year the SCG meets, 40 years from it foundation. It is a
strong society which includes the Societies for Engineering
Geology and Rock Mechanics. Alvaro Gonzalez is president of
the SCG and also ISRM Vice President for South America.
During September of 2010, in Manizales the SCG,
associated with National University of Colombia, organized the
XIII Colombian Geotechnical Conference and the VII
Colombian Seminar on Geotechnics, the later about Mining
Geology.
The events were simultaneous with the presentation of 77
papers and 12 main lectures. The lectures were offered by
Laurence Wesley (New Zealand), Daniel Salcedo (Venezuela),
Tarsicio Celestino (Brasil), Antonio Samaniego (Peru),
Gianfranco Perri (Venezuela) and Jaime Suárez, Juan Montero
y Alvaro Correa from Colombia. There were a total of 301
attendants which additionally could make a post-conference
technical visit in the vicinity of Manizales.
In November 18-19, 2010, SCG organized with
INGEOMINAS, the “International Seminar-Course on
Petrologic and Climates Aspects in the Behavior of Agregates”.
The lecturers were Antonio Gomes Correia (PortugalISSMGE), Chris Rogers (Canada), Dar Hao Chen (USA) and
Juan Montero, Sandra Campagnoli, Octavio Coronado and
Diego Sánchez de Guzmán from Colombia. The Seminar had 77
participants of all the country.
Bogotá held the “V Academic Seminar on Rock Engineering
- Theoretical and Applied Rock Mechanics for Tunnels and
Slopes”, in November, 18-20, 2010. The event was organized
together with the Research Group on Rock Engineering from
the National University of Colombia, with the support of the
SCG´s Rock Engineering Commission.
6.5

Costarrica Geotechnical Association – Asociacion
Costarricense de Geotecnia (ACG)

The ACG is 30 years old and is very active in the region.
Professor Marlon Jimenez is the president of ACG is pro-active
and recognized in the Central America and Caribbean
geotechnical community.
On April, 8, 2010, in the University Auditorium, Professors
Luis González de Vallejo and Mercedes Ferrer, from Spain,
give a lecture on “Geotechnical Risks and Impact in Civil
Facilities and Environment”, with 83 attendants.
During October, 2010, the ACG held the “Strategic
Workshop of ACG´s Technical Committees” in this event were
treated the following issues:
•
Geotechnical Engineering Teaching
•
Rock Mechanics
•
Foundations Standards
•
Landslides
The 2ª Geotechnical Colloquium, about “Geotechnical
Characterization of Material from a Cut” given by the Eng.
Alejandra Morice, during the annual Assembly of ACG, in
November of 2010.
On March, 16-19, 2011, Professor Nick Barton (Norway)
give the Regional Geotechnic Course “Latest techniques and
experiences in the design and stabilization of excavations in
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rock for civil works in complex geology”, organized by the
ACG in the Hotel San José Palace. This event was successful
with a participation of more than 160 participants (40 from
Central America, and 15 from the rest of Latin America).
Also the ACG in collaboration with the National Emergency
Committee, the Justice Secretary, the Presidency of the
Republic and the CFIA, all of Costa Rica, makes inspections
and assistance in many civil facilities and projects, like the road
San José-Caldera and a slope in the Women Penitentiary “Buen
Pastor” of San José.
The Society is interested in active participation in
international conferences like de 5 ICGE held in Chile last
January, and in the next Pan American Conference to be held in
Toronto, Canada.
6.6

Cuban National Committee of Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnics - Comité Tecnico Nacional de Mecanica de
Suelos y Geotecnia de Cuba (CTNMSG)

The Cuban Society is under the direction of Professor Rolando
Armas Novoa from the National University of Cuba “José
Antonio Echevarria” and is part of the National Union of
Architects and Engineers of Cuba (UNAICC).
The CTNMSG in association with the University of Las
Villas, organized the “9º Symposium on Structures,
Geotechnics and Materials” during November 23-26, 2010, in
Santa Clara, Cuba. Also Cuban professionals at this symposium
participate colleagues from Colombia, Mexico, Spain and
Brazil. The CTNMSG present 15 papers, and 5 of which were
select 5 in order to be send for the next Pan American
conference in Toronto, Canada. Professor Rolando Armas
Novoa give the main lecture titled “Causes of catastrophic
failure in earth dams: Priority and Sequences”. In the same
Symposium the CTNMSG had it Assembly where Professor R.
Armas Novoa give information to all members, about the
Meetings held in Gramado, in August of 2010.
6.7

Dominican Society for Geotechnics, Foundations and
Materials - Sociedad Dominicana de Geotecnia,
Fundaciones y Materiales (SODGYM)

The SODGYM is presided by Professor Luis Carpio, and is one
of the newest society in the region, only 3 years old.
Nevertheless Professor Carpio has imposed a very particular
dynamic to the Society.
The Society are working in the elaboration of the Handbook
titled “Behavior of Citizens under Earthquakes”, and the
translation of the “Soils Laboratory Handbook” from Professor
Braja M. Das (USA). They expect to publish these works during
2011.
In April, 2010, SODGYM organize together the ISSMGE, a
series of technical tours, seminars and courses.
In April, 11, 2010, Professor Carpio organize a trip to Puerto
Principe, Haiti, with Professors Briaud and Seco e Pinto,
ISSMGE president and past president respectively, and Prof. B.
M. Das, in order to see the damages generated by the Haiti
Earthquake, in January, 2010, wich causes hundreds of
thousands of victims and destroy the city of Puerto Principe.
This trip was prior to the seminar on Earthquake
Geotechnical Engineering held on April 12, 2010, in Santo
Domingo. The Seminar was part of the Touring Lectures
sponsored by the ISSMGE and had a very important number of
attendants.
In April, 14, Professor Braja M. Das give a lecture titled
“Poverty does not justify Mediocrity” in the auditorium of the
Autonomous University of Santo Domingo, Santo Domingo,
Dominican Republic.
Finally during June 5, 2010, SODGYM organized the
“Presentation of the conclusions of the “1st. International
Seminar on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and related
problems in the Caribbean Dominican Republic”.

6.8

Ecuatorian Society of Soil Mechanics and Rocks Sociedad Ecuatoriana de Mecanica de Suelos y Rocas
(SEMSIR)

The SEMSIR is presided by Alejandro Velazco Fili, from
Guayaquil. The Society was founded on May 10, 1961. Is a
Scientific Society nonprofit, and nongovernmental dedicated to
the promotion of Science and Technology in Earth Sciences,
linked to Civil Engineering, Geology and Environment.
SEMSIR organizes a series of Lectures on "Landslide and
Slope Stability" in 26-27-28 May, 2010. The lecturers were:
• Mr. Stalin Benitez: Landslides in the city of Guayaquil.
• Mr. Xavier Vera G.: Analysis and geotechnical designs
for mitigation in unstable banks of via Sabanetilla and
Zaruma sector.
• Mr. Miguel Chávez: Sliding hillside slopes, and soft
soils/rocks of Ecuatorian coast.
Other series of Lectures were about "Introduction to Flexible
Pavements" held on 23, 24, June 25, 2010. This time the
lecturers were:
• Mr. Alejandro Velasco Fili: Features, quality control
and failure modes.
• Mr. Victor Nuques: Design of the asphalt pavement
structure.
The third Lecture Series were about "Earthquake and its
Impact on Guayaquil" during 8, 9, 10 September 2010. Its were
given by:
• Mr. Stalin Benítez Coast: Geology and Seismicity in
Guayaquil.
• Mr. Xavier Vera Grunauer: Performance and dynamic
response of subsurface
in the city of Guayaquil.
• Mr. Alex Villacrés Sanchez: Structural vulnerability in
the city of Guayaquil.
On October, 21, 2010, the Seminar on “Dynamic Methods
for Testing and Analysis of Deep Foundations”, was realized
and the speaker was Mr. Camilo A Álvarez.
The last series of Lectures on "Geotechnical Aspects and
Construction Processes on Bridges and Roads. " was developed
during December, 1,2 and 3, 2010, and given by the following
colleagues:
• Mr. Nelson Caicedo Aspinall (CPR) and Mr. Victor
Bastidas Serra (CPR): Foundations: Evaluation results
regarding the design procedure by dynamic test results
on-site application in the San Vicente Bridge.
• Mayor Fausto Erazo (CIE): Bridges System and Roads
in Esmeraldas.
• Mr. Marcelo Romo and Colonel Pedro Mosquera
Burbano (ICE): Project on Chone River estuary, San
Vicente Bay Bridge.
The upcoming activities for year 2011 will be the following:
• Solemn Session in the auditorium of the University of
Guayaquil, in tribute to 50 SEMSIR and 75 anniversary
of the ISSMGE. May 10, 2011.
• Second Conference of Geotechnical and Environmental
Engineering Students and Young Engineers and V
Ecuadorian Congress of Soil Mechanics. Quito and
Guayaquil,November, 16-18, 2011.
6.9

Salvador Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Salvadoreña
de Geotecnia (SSG)

Professor Luis Pineda is the president of the SSG and Carmen
Rico is the Secretary. Carmen Rico participates in the Pan
American and South American Representatives Meetings,
developed in Gramado, Brazil, during August, 2010.
Regarding the activities for this year's SSG will have the
following:
• Colloquium about OPAMSS changes to the regulations
of Slope Stability, during May, 2011.
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•
•
•
•
•

Support the Ministry of Public Works for Post-Graduate
Course on Slope Stability.
Symposium on “Security Recommendations for
Excavations”, during June, 2011.
Course on “Slope Stability in Soils and Rocks”, held in
the Salvadorian Association of Engineers and
Architects, in August, 2011.
Roundtable: “Recommendations for the Regulation of
Foundations and Slope Stability in El Salvador”, during
October, 2011
Lecture
Series
on
Geotechnical
Engineering
Experiences in the 2009-2011 period, in December,
2011.

6.10 Paraguayan Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Paraguaya
de Geotecnia (SPG)
The Paraguayan Geotechnical Society (SPG) is immersed in an
important internal change. First making a depuration of it list of
members and working hard with the new generations of
geotechnical engineers in order to transmit to them the govern
of the SPG, which change the authorities in next December.
SPG had a significant history in the ISSMGE South
American Region, they organize the Panamerican Conference in
Foz de Iguacu, together with Argentina and Brazil, and held the
First Meeting of Presidents of Geotechnicals Societies of
Mercosur, during 2003 in Asunción. SPG organize many
Conferences and Seminars in the Sub Region, and Professor
Bosio Ciancio was ISSMGE Vice President for South America
for the period 2001-2005. Currently the president is Cesar
Lopez Bosio who participate actively during the Meetings in
Gramado.
Through a series of lectures the SPG take advantage of the
start of construction of “Waterfront Avenue” in Asuncion, and
present to the entire engineering community the newest
technology that is being used.
During the next month, continued with the lectures,
addressing topics such as, among others:
• "The Formation of Asuncion Bay"
• " Dispersive Soils”
• "Occurrence of soft rock in the Metropolitan Area of
Asunción “
• " Waterfront Avenue in Asuncion”
Geotechnical Society of Paraguay is working closely with
the National Secretary for Emergencies, looking technical
responses to floods in coastal cities along the Paraguay River.
The SPG prepares a Handbook of Procedures for the
Conservation of Retaining Walls of these coastal cities. Also the
SPG are in treaties with the local Committee on Large Dams
and the Paraguayan Association of Structures, in order to
organize together Symposiums, Courses and Seminars. The first
meeting is scheduled after Easter recess.
6.11 Peruvian Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Peruana de
Geotecnia (SPG)
The SPG, historically, was a very active society, hosting the
Pan-American Conference on Geotechnical Engineering, in the
year 1979, but in recent years was some stagnation in their
activities.
At the end of 2010 the inevitable generational change in our
societies, brought about a new Directive Committee for the
years 2011-2012.
Currently the SPG is presided by Cesar Torres Chung, with
the Vicepresidence of Professor Arnaldo Carrillo Gil, and
Patricia de los Rios as Secretary.
The first activity of this new Committee was the
organization of the ISSMGE Touring Lecture in Lima, Perú. On
6 and 7 January was held the "International Seminar on
Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and Unsaturated Soils".
The event was organized by the ISSMGE (International Society

for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering) and SPG
(Peruvian Geotechnical Society). The agenda was as follows:
Unsatured Soils – January, 06, 2011.
• Jean Louis Briaud (USA) – President ISSMGE:
“Unsaturated soils: some fundamentals and some
applications”
• Victor Rinaldi (Argentina) : “Effect of the structure and
partial saturation in the deformational behavior of soils"
• Nasser Khalili, (Australia): “application of effective
principle to mechanics of unsaturated soils”
Earthquake Geotechnics: - January, 07, 2011.
• Roberto Terzariol (Argentina) - V.P South America
ISSMGE: “Aspects of earthquake resistant of shallow
and deep foundations, and retaining walls - new criteria
and standards in argentina 2010”.
• Jorge E. Alva Hurtado (Perú) & Zenon Aguilar Bardales
(Perú): “Advances in the geotechnical earthquake
engineering study of the 2007 Peruvian earthquake”
• Susumu Yasuda (Japón): “Damage to structures due to
soil liquefaction”
• Pedro Seco e Pinto (Portugal) – Past President
ISSMGE: “Eurocode 8 – design of structures for
earthquakes resistance-geotechnical aspects”
Among the most important outreach activities developed by
the Society in Peru, are the so called “Geotechnical Thursdays”,
held at the Council of Engineers of Peru. That conferences are
devoted by recognized technical consultants, which are active
members of the Society and discuss various topics of interest for
the public.
6.12 Venezuela Geotechnical Society - Sociedad Vvenezolana
de Geotecnia (SVG)
The SVG is an historic Society in our region. This Society held
for two times the Pan American Conference, once in Caracas
(1967) and the second in Isla Margarita (2007), and provided
one of the Vice President of the region (Prof, Hiedra Lopez).
In March, 2011 SVG change its authorities. The new
president is Prof. Abraham Benarroch, who replace Prof. Jose
Amundaray. During 2010, Jose Amundaray was the
representative of SVG to the Regional meetings held in
Gramado, Brazil.
The Venezuelan Society inaugurated its new headquarters
bigger and more comfortable than the previous one, with a new
library, and improve the web page of the Society.
They are involved in a series of courses for the associated
and engineers in general in order to improve the industry in
geotechnical issues.
This year Caracas, held the XIX Venezuelan Seminar on
Geotechnics, in October, 28-30, 2010. The Seminar´s central
issue was the study and solutions of practical cases. The event
had 210 attendants, with 25 papers and 2 main lectures in honor
to Gustavo Perez Guerra and Juan Francisco Lupini, given by
Prof. N. Rodriguez and I. Contreras both from Venezuela.
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Appendix 3: ISSMGE Bulletin

I. Towhata
Editor-in-Chief, ISSMGE Bulletin

1

INTRODUCTION.

•

I have been devoted to publication of ISSMGE Bulletin since
the beginning of my term. I took over this job from the previous
board member, Prof. O. Kusakabe, and was fortunately able to
take over the editing team that he established. Since 2011, the
ISSMGE Bulletin has been published 6 times a year, increasing
from the previous number of 4 times a year.
ISSMGE Bulletin has two aims. The first aim is the
notification of societal activities, whether those of ISSMGE or
of member societies, such as messages from President and VPs,
international conferences, and others. The second aim is the
dissemination of technical knowledge that is interesting to
individual readers. My policies on these two aims are described
in what follows.
2

SOCIETAL ACTIVITIES
•

•

The cover articles have been written by presidents of
sister societies and ISSMGE VPs but this series of
articles are going to finish soon. New group of authors
are sought for now. Probably past presidents, and
leaders of Board Level Committees (AWAC, IDC,
MPAC, SYMPG, TOC, CAPG) are promising. Further,
now newly-established technical committees may be
able to make some contributions.
Many interesting conferences and symposia are taking
place with ISSMGE sponsorship. ISSMGE Bulletin has
been inviting organizers to write articles on those events
after their completion. I felt, however, that organizers
may be tired to write anything further after the
completion of their long and heavy working, leading to
delay or reluctance in submitting a draft. To cope with
this problem, I prepared a kind of template draft in
which a rough structure of a conference report is
available. The organizer should only fill in information
such as number of participants, date of the event, etc.
and paste a nice photograph of the conference. Because
this simple job can be done in 15 minutes, most
organizers have successfully submitted drafts in a short
time.

•

Message from member societies is a fun to read because
we can learn about local activities and traditional
geotechnical problems as well as enthusiastic people. So
far, Ghana, Thailand, and Chinese Taipei have made
contributions. Other member societies are encouraged to
follow them.

•

A special issue is being planned to celebrate the 75-year
platinum jubilee of ISSMGE.

3

Condolences are always important for those people and
groups of people who had intimate relationships with
the person who passed away. This is particularly true
when the missed person had a deep and wide influence
on his/her geotechnical community. As one of the duties
of the community, there have been a good number of
offers to write condolences articles of respect. On the
other hand, opinions have been heard that there should
not be too many sad news items in the Bulletin. The
basic policy was therefore decided by President Briaud
that articles of condolence articles can be published in
the Bulletin if and only if a member society or one of
the Board Members proposes or supports its submission.

DISSEMINATION OF TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE

It appears that most individual readers, who are mostly
practitioners, are not significantly interested in articles on
societal activities as stated above. On the other hand, they are
delighted to read technical information in the Bulletin. In this
respect, there are three kinds of articles in the Bulletin as shown
below.
•

News on geotechnical natural disasters: the Bulletin has
published news on extremely heavy rainfall and slope
failures in Taiwan, effects of M=8 earthquake in Chile,
terrible influence of Haiti earthquake on people, natural
dam produced by landslide in north Pakistan,
liquefactions during repeated earthquakes in New
Zealand, and a summary of geotechnical damages
caused by M=9 gigantic earthquake in Japan. The
Bulletin has been successful in delivering vivid
information to readers quickly after the occurrence of
those disasters.

•

Reports on new technologies and projects: urban
reconstruction in London, harbor construction in
Australia, road pavement technology in USA, coastal
structures in Southeast Asia, and a new cone
penetrometer in Japan were published. I believe that the
Bulletin is offering to the involved people free-ofcharge a good opportunity to demonstrate what a great
job they have done. Certainly, the size of the project
does not matter. Currently, the Bulletin is interested in
articles on long tunnels and foundation of high-rise
buildings but articles on other kinds of project are
welcome as well.
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•

It was found difficult to receive articles on
geoenvironmental incidents. Most probably, this
difficulty is related with forensic issues.

•

Corporate Associates (CAs) of ISSMGE can use one
page of the Bulletin as they like, within the mission of
ISSMGE, most probably once a year. It is a good
opportunity for CAs to show worldwide how good they
are. This service is considered to be one of the
promotions for industries to join ISSMGE as CA.

ISSMGE Bulletin is one of the communication channels
between the society and individual members as well as among
members. Submission of good articles from members is most
welcome. Because the Bulletin is not an academic journal, there
is no peer review. Only one requirement is that the article
should be easy to understand. Thus, the time lag between
submission and publication is short; less than two months or
sometimes only one week. To make the article clear and easy to
understand, nice photographs and illustrations are helpful. Brief
description of the essence is more important than rigorous way
of writing. This is the difference between the Bulletin and
academic journals. At the end, it is repeated that the Bulletin
offers a free opportunity for members to demonstrate to the
worldwide geotechnical community how good they are.
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Appendix 4: Innovation and Development Committee (IDC)
Board Level Committee Progress Report – October 2009 – May 2011
D. Zekkos
Chair, IDC

1

MEMBERSHIP

1.1

Board and Liaisons

Chair:

Dimitrios Zekkos (USA)
zekkos@geoengineer.org
Vice Chair:
Marc Ballouz (Lebanon)
MBallouz@i-g-m.com
Primary Liaison: Charles Ng (Hong Kong) cecwwng@ust.hk
Other liaison:
Mike Davies (New Zealand)
michael.davies@auckland.ac.nz
1.2

Members (alphabetically)

James Blatz (Canada) blatzja@cc.umanitoba.ca
Chung-Tien Chin (Taiwan) ctchin@cogen.com.tw
Pierre Delage, (France) delage@cermes.enpc.fr
Michael Lisyuk(Russia) lisyuk@gmail.com
Kok-Kwang Phoon (Singapore) kkphoon@nus.edu.sg
Mohamed Al-Gharleb Sakr (Egypt) mamsakr@yahoo.com
Fernando Schnaid (Brazil) fschnaid@gmail.com
Devendra Singh (India) dns@civil.iitb.ac.in
Sarah Stallebrass (UK) S.E.Stallebrass@city.ac.uk
Ulrich Trunk (Germany) U.Trunk@kellerholding.com
Eduard Vorster (South Africa)
Eduard.Vorster@af.aurecongroup.com
2

g. Develop the Lexicon into an electronic tool available on
the web site.”

TERMS OF REFERENCE

The following terms of reference have been provided by the
ISSME President and Board: “The IDC will be the think tank of
ISSMGE. Its task will be to think of ways to make ISSMGE
progress in a manner which will increase its usefulness to the
members and provide excitement for the future of geotechnical
engineering in ISSMGE. Among the possible tasks are:
a. Develop innovations to better serve our members and to
increase the impact and influence of ISSMGE and the
Geotechnical Engineer in the world.
b. Develop ways to enhance the value of the web site as a
technical resource worldwide.
c. Develop ways for individual members to communicate
with each other in a very easy fashion.
d. Initiate the webinar series
e. Create and select the recipient for a best innovator of the
year award. This award will be given yearly. The award
will consist of a certificate which will be given to the
ISSMGE member receiving the award.
f. Strengthen and bring to a steady state the International
Journal on Geoengineering Case Histories. Cooperation
with the Technical Oversight Committee (TOC) and more
generally all the Technical Committees (TC) is expected.

3

TASKS

Based on the terms of reference and conference calls among the
members of the IDC, the committee divided the tasks in two
main categories:
• “Innovate by Action” (IBA) items that typically are
activities that are valuable to the Profession and can be
realized in the short term (6 months – 3 yrs). IDC can start
work on these activities almost immediately and the
ISSMGE board will support easily.
• “Innovate by Vision” (IBV) items typically are activities
that require much longer time to be realized, (>2 yrs) and
may encompass a number of IBA activities. Although the
IDC can start working on these items too, many times
they require moving the organization in a new direction,
and thus deliberations by the ISSMGE Board and final
approval is required. However, these activities are more
likely to have a major impact to the Profession.
The following tasks have been identified as priority activities
and are also ident
1. Innovator of the Year Award (IBA Item #1)
2. Electronic Lexicon (IBA Item #2)
3. Webinars (IBA Item #3)
4. ISSMGE website(IBV Item #1a)
5. Information Technology in Geoengineering (IBV Item
#1b)
6. Integrate ISSMGE – International Journal of
Geoengineering Case Histories (IBA Item #4)
7. Explore/provide new tools/services to ISSMGE
members (IBV Item #2)
8. Increase awareness of ISSMGE among students and
young geoengineers (IBV Item #3)
9. Support developing Countries (IBV Item #4)
10. Encourage industry sponsorship (IBV Item #5)

FIG. 1. Schematic of categorization of IDC Activities.
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4

PROGRESS

The IDC Committee with the ISSMGE Liaison members meets
regularly every 3 to 4 months to work, evaluate and proceed
with the tasks in hand. A “Minutes of Meeting” report is issued
after each meeting summarizing what was discussed and the
decision taken. (Fig.2).

FIG. 2. Cover Page Extracts of Minutes of Meetings

The Committee decided to first address Task items 1 through
6 as those were judged to be a mix of short-term (IBA) and
longer term activities (IBV) that can make an important impact
to ISSMGE and the Profession.
Once these tasks are
successfully completed, items 7-10 would be further defined
and work will initiate to support them. The outcomes and the
resources developed as part of tasks 2-6 are expected to support
tasks 7-10 as well as any additional future initiatives.
For each ongoing task, a Task force that consists of members
of the IDC as well as individuals from outside the IDC is
formed.
4.1

Task 1: Innovator of the Year Award

The IDC prepared a proposal outlining the objective,
description, rules, and submission requirements for this award.
As outlined in the description “The ISSMGE Award for
innovation in Geoengineering is awarded bi-annually to
individuals or groups (researchers, consultants, contractors) in
recognition of innovations in Geoengineering that have a
pronounced impact on geoengineering practice, research and
education. The term innovation is used broadly to describe any
major unprecedented achievements that led to a major
advancement in our Profession and ideally, covers the entire
spectrum from fundamental science to application and
implementation in construction/practice.”
The IDC submitted its proposal to the President of the
ISSMGE on August 23 2010. An Awards Board Level
Committee has been formed by the President and is chaired by
Prof. François Schlosser. The Awards Committee will be in
charge of this and other awards and will work with the IDC to
promote/support this award.
4.2

For the long term, the IDC set the following objectives for
the Electronic Lexicon:
1. Digitization of existing (eight) languages: The following
languages have already been digitized: English,
Spanish, Russian, German and Portuguese (a total of
five). Of the remaining three languages (Swedish,
French and Italian), assistance is being solicited by
members Countries to digitize the terms.
2. Programming and online development of the Lexicon:
An application will be developed with the assistance of
IT professionals from Geoengineer.org that will allow
the search and selection of any term of the lexicon in
any language. The application will automatically
generate the translations of this tem in other languages.
This application cannot be supported by the current
ISSMGE website, and thus the IDC is working with the
Board to develop a new ISSMGE website that will
support this application.
3. Translation of terms to additional languages and
incorporation in the online Lexicon: With the assistance
of a large number of volunteers and Member Countries,
the terms of the Lexicon have been already translated in
five additional languages (Chinese and Chinese Simple,
Japanese, Farsi (Persian), Finish) and two more are
currently being worked on (Arabic, and Greek). Those
terms will also become available through the new
version of the Lexicon.
In addition to ongoing activities, invitations have been sent
for member countries to translate the Lexicon in additional
languages and these translations can become available through
the online application. Once the task is completed, additional
terms may be added and the IDC will work to include the
translations of these terms too.
4.3

Task 3: Webinars

As requested by the President, the ISSMGE is interested in
developing Webinars that will become available to its Member
Countries and professionals. The IDC was charged with
exploring the options available to the organization to achieve
this and perform a feasibility study.
The IDC Task Force performed an extensive research of
available webinar services. A set of recommendations were
documented in a Webinar Services report and submitted to the
ISSMGE Board in March 2011. In general, to ensure the quality
of the webinar services, a significant investment cost is
necessary to operate the webinars and this cost will have to be
passed on to the users of the webinars. Following a request of
the Board, a business plan was prepared and submitted to the
Board for discussion on April 20th 2011. Fig. 3 shows an
extract of cover pages for the webinar Service Report &
Business Plan. A decision by the Board on this issue is pending.

Task 2: Development of an Electronic Lexicon

Per the President’s request IDC was charged with creating an
electronic version of the ISSMGE Lexicon that was published
in 1981 and included a total of 1592 terms in eight languages
(English, French, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian,
Spanish, and Swedish).
A task force was formed for this activity. Following a
discussion among the IDC members the following
tasks/objectives have been set:
On a preliminary basis, make the 1981 Lexicon available as
a pdf file: This task has been completed with the assistance of
the President and the pdf file is currently available on the
ISSMGE website.

FIG. 3. WEBINAR Documents Submitted to ISSMGE Board
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4.4

Task 4: ISSMGE Website

To improve the content and impact of the ISSMGE website
(term of reference “b”) the IDC formed a task force to evaluate
the current ISSMGE website. A review of the ISSMGE website
has been made by members of the IDC. Based on the findings
of this evaluation and a subsequent request by the Board, a
formal proposal to the ISSMGE Board for collaboration with
Geoengineer.org was made. According to the proposal, the
Geoengineer.org Information Technology staff will support the
maintenance and upgrade of the ISSMGE website and advanced
applications (such as the Lexicon). The Board has approved this
proposal, and discussions on improvements of the ISSMGE
website are scheduled to initiate during the summer and fall of
2011.
4.5

Task 5: Information Technology in Geoengineering

The IDC recognized the need for ISSMGE to better use
information technology tools in geotechnical engineering. This
need is also the underlying theme behind terms of reference a, b
and c. Although a number of small scale activities are also being
considered, the IDC discussed the development of a modern
information technology tool that will support the efficient
information dissemination in geotechnical engineering, will
facilitate professional networking at a global scale and will
allow ISSMGE to promote its activities, committees and
resources. Geoengineer.org has been working on the
development of such a platform for the last two years. The IDC
proposed to support this platform and modify it to optimize
ISSMGE’s needs. Following the President’s recommendation
and the Board’s vote, this platform will be partially funded by
ISSMGE, and ISSMGE and Geoengineer.org will be the cofounders, with ownership and liability remaining with
Geoengineer.org.
4.6

Task 6: Integrate ISSMGE – International Journal of
Geoengineering Case Histories

The IDC is charged with supporting the International Journal of
Geoengineering Case Histories (terms of reference f). To that
end, the IDC initiated efforts to interwove the journal with the
ISSMGE activities. Specifically, each TC has been asked to
identify a representative who will operate as the tie between the
journal and the TC and will support the journal. The "TC
appointed representative" may help also support special issues
on case histories related to the interests of the TCs. Currently
about half of the Technical Committees have appointed
representatives and this activity is ongoing.
5

FUTURE PLANS

The IDC intends to continue and complete Tasks 1-6 and pursue
7-10, if time allows.
New ideas are being discussed and could be added to the
task list of Table 1 above.
Next IDC meeting #5, is scheduled around mid July, 2011.
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Appendix 5: Membership, Practitioners, and Academicians Committee
Board Level Committee Progress Report – October 2009 – May 2011
H. Poulos
Chair, MPAC

1

MEMBERSHIP

Harry Poulos – Chair (Australia): harry_poulos@coffey.com
Luiz Guilherme de Mello - Vice Chair (Brazil):
lgmello@vecttor.br
Peter Day – Secretary (South Africa): day@jaws.co.za
Brian Simpson - (UK): brian.simpson@arup.com
Manfred Nussbaumer - (Germany):
Manfred.Nussbaumer@zublin.de
Marcellin Kana - (Cameroon): emk2cm@yahoo.fr
Za Chieh Moh – (Taiwan): zachieh.moh@maaconsultants.com
Dennis Becker- (Canada): Dennis_Becker@golder.com
Francois Baguelin – (France): francois.baguelin@fondasol.fr
Madhira Madhav – (India): madhavmr@gmail.com
Jorgen Steenfelt – (Denmark): JOS@cowi.dk
Kenji Ishihara – (Japan): ke-ishi@po.iijnet.or.jp

(iv) This Corporate Group will be a source of funding for the
ISSMGE Foundation.
3.2

Procedures for ISSMGE Conference “Bursaries”

(i) Decide on range of conferences for which bursaries will be
awarded. Will they be only for International Conferences, or
regional Conferences within the region of the recipient, or will
they extend to any ISSNGE-sponsored conference?
(ii) Develop criteria for selection of members to receive
financial assistance (bursaries) to attend ISSMGE-sponsored
conferences.
(iii) Develop guidelines for selection of Member Societies that
will be invited to nominate individual members for bursaries.

Board Liaison:
Askar Zhussupbbekov; Samuel Ejezie

(iv) Communicate with those Member Societies and receive
feedback on the proposed scheme before procedures are
finalized.

2

3.3

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Develop a Corporate Associates Presidential Group

To stimulate interaction and cooperation between academics
and practitioners within ISSMGE and to increase the
participation of practitioners in ISSMGE activities.

(i) Arrange for members of Corporate Associates to represent
their organization on a group (CAPG) that has direct access to
the President.

3

4

3.1

TASKS
MPAC Membership

PROGRESS

4.1

(i) Develop a list of significant geotechnical (and other)
companies that will be approached by the President and the
MPAC Chairman to join as Corporate Members of ISSMGE.
Each member of MPAC will be asked to provide names of
suitable companies, and if possible, identify the most
appropriate person to approach. We should work on the basis
that it is a privilege for a company to be asked to be a corporate
member.

•

(ii) Develop a list of benefits that ISSMGE will provide to
Corporate Members. These will focus largely (but not entirely)
on extensive publicity (via ISSMGE publications and
conferences), and networking opportunities through Corporate
Member interaction. MPAC will be asked to suggest other
means of “inducement”.

4.2

(iii) President and Chair of MPAC to develop an invitation letter
setting out the Terms and Conditions for Corporate
Membership.

•
•

•
•
•

4.3
•

MPAC Membership
Corporate Members have been re-titled as “Corporate
Associates”.
We now have a total of 28 Corporate Associates, up from
18 prior to the formation of MPAC.
We have been provided with a Geotechnical Industry
Database by the Friends of Canada, and this has been
distributed to members of MPAC to assist them in
identifying potential Corporate Associates.
Conference Bursaries
Thus far, four conference bursaries have been granted.
Each recipient has to file a report on their experiences and
learning from the conference attended.
Guidelines for bursary recipients have been developed,
including the requirement that a recipient shall normally
be a financial member of ISSMGE
Corporate Associates Presidential Group
This CAPG group has been formed.
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5

FUTURE PLANS
•
•
•

Continue to try and increase the number of Corporate
Associates. A target of 50 by the end of this Presidential
term
Increase the recognition of Conference Bursaries among
the younger ISSMGE members.
Further encourage practitioners to participate in ISSMGE
conferences and events by arranging for practitioneroriented sessions.
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Appendix 6: Technical Oversight Committee (TOC)
Board Level Committee Progress Report – 31 May 2011
S. Lacasse
TOC, Chair

1

ASSESSMENT TABLE BY TOC LIAISON (UPDATED JULY 1, 2011)

TC No.
TC Short Name
TC101
Laboratory testing
TC102
In situ testing
TC103
Numerical methods
TC104
Physical modeling
TC105
Geomechanics

TOC
Liaison
Watabe

Cassidy

Assessement
of Annual report*
Satisfactory
Important with IS Seoul 2011
Satisfactory
Good progress
Satisfactory
Good progress
Satisfactory

Cassidy

Non satisfactory

TC106
Unsaturated soils

Correia

TC107
Lateritic soils

Bouassida

Satisfactory
Activities are done through well
recognized conference on unsaturated
soils and by publications. Launching
new series – Pan-American
Satisfactory

TC201
Dykes and levees
TC202
Transportation
TC203
Earthquake

Karlsrud

Lacasse
Soga

Wissa
Bray/
Lacasse

Reason for
on-conformance

- Committee has just
changed chair.
- Annual report states
some members are non
responsive.
- Target date for website
update: 31 July ’11.
- Some work tasks need
definition & time line.

Recommended
follow-up

- Follow up on non responsive
member
- New chair Prof. Hyodo
(allowing him a period to settle
into the role).
- Ensure compliance of web
site after 31 July.

- Extend membership to other
nationalities
- Appoint a vice chair to help
the chair

Satisfactory
Accepted-and good progress
Satisfactory
Satisfactory
Excellent progress and ambitious
plans for 4 yrs
Satisfactory
Accepted-and good progress
Satisfactory

TC204
Karlsrud
Underground constr.
TC205
Wissa
Safety and
serviceability
TC206
Jamiolkowski Fairly
Interactive design
Satisfactory
TC207
Bray/
Satisfactory
Soil-structure
Lacasse
Excellent
progress
interaction
organized

Activity well planned but Request the time schedule of
still to be commenced
activities planned from chair
and

well
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TC No.
TOC
Assessement
Reason for
Recommended
TC Short Name
Liaison
of Annual report*
on-conformance
follow-up
TC208
Hongsung Lee Satisfactory
Stability of natural
slopes
TC209
Lacasse
Satisfactory
Offshore geotechnics
Excellent progress and ambitious
plans for 4 yrs
TC210
Lacasse
Satisfactory
Provide guidance over summer
Dams
New TC, needs guidance
2011
TC 211
Correia
Satisfactory
Ground improvement
Survey of member expertises;
Participation of chairman and vicechairman in lectures and technical
sessions;
Main activities planned: International
Symposium & Short Courses in
2012.
TC211 Website available
TC212
Jamiolkowski Unsatisfactory
Activity still have to be High potential to do a good
Deep foundations
planned and started
work.
Clarify the status quo and
perspectives with Chair
TC213
Bouassida Satisfactory
Soil erosion
Well done work
TC214
Wissa
Satisfactory
Soft soils
TC215
Soga
Satisfactory
Geo-environmental
Good progress
TC216
Karlsrud Accepted,
Has not succeeded to Wait until planned meeting this
Frost
but slow progress
arrange
committee fall is verified
meeting yet
TC301
Jamiolkowski Satisfactory
Activity well planned and
Historic sites
in progress
TC302
Wissa
Satisfactory
Forensic
TC303
Bray/
Satisfactory
Keep in touch over summer
Hurricanes and floods
Lacasse
Good plans for entire 4-yr period
TC304
Cassidy
Satisfactory
Ris
TC305
Verdugo Satisfactory
Megacities
TC306
Soga
Satisfactory
Geo-education
5. The activities of some TC’s seem to be “confined
* Satisfactory or unsatisfactory
regionally”, in most cases, a reflection of the Chair’s
geographical area of activity. One can observe e.g. strong South
East Asia activities for some TC’s and likewise, strong
2 GENERAL COMMENTS FROM THE LIAISON
USA/South-America activities for others. While this is
MEMBERS IN THE TOC
understandable, it is worthwhile in the future to request the TC
Chairs to strive for a regional distribution of TC members. TOC
These are suggestions for the time being, and will be part of a a
realizes that many Chairs in the current TC’s have attempted to
recommendation at the end of the term of the TOC.
do so.
1. There should be more interaction between the TC Chair and
the TOC Liaison.
2. The TC Chairs should be encouraged to assign
responsibility to their Executive members to develop task forces
for their activities (where this has not been done).
3. Assessment of progress and results are based on the TORs,
which vary in ambition.

6. The “revolutionary” approach to put the TC’s into
operation, despite many innovative and positive, took too long
and was confusing for some chairs, and the nomination process
was unclear. If the next President plans are to continue on the
same path, the procedure should be simplified, with the TC’s
expected to commence the activities not later than 6 to 8 months
after the Paris ICSMGE.

4. There are inactive members on several of the TC’s. TOC
should contact Chair and encourage inactive members to
contribute. If this fails, Chair should consider substituting these
members (or ask countries to substitute them).
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TC101 - LABORATORY TESTING
LABORATORY STRESS STRAIN STRENGTH TESTING
OF GEOMATERIAL
Chair:

Hervé di Benedetto

TC103 - NUMERICAL METHODS
NUMERICAL METHODS IN GEOMECHANICS
Chair:

K.T. Chau

TERMS OF REFERENCE
TERMS OF REFERENCE
 To promote co-operation and exchange of information
concerning research and developments in advanced
laboratory geotechnical testing, including apparatus,
techniques, data acquisition and interpretation.
 To encourage the application of advanced laboratory testing
in research; in integrated site characterization studies; and in
ground modelling.
 To explore how advanced testing can be used most
constructively in practical geotechnical engineering.
 To advance the above aims through collaboration with
specialists working in laboratory and field testing, sampling,
theoretical and numerical analysis, and in project
engineering and full scale observation. This will involve
close liaison with other ISSMGE TCs.

TC102 - IN-SITU TESTING
GROUND PROPERTY CHARACTERIZATION FROM INSITU TESTS
Tests: http://www.geoforum.com/tc16
Chair:

Paul W. Mayne (USA)

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The TC proposes to a seven part mission with the following
objectives:
 To promote the utilization and improve the interpretation of
in-situ tests to enhance geotechnical site characterization,
including the determination of soil and rock properties, use
of borehole techniques, penetration tests, and geophysical
methods, and their variance.
 Maintain an international website and email network, as
well as hold several meetings, for interactive communication
among the TC102 members and geotechnical affiliates to
share ideas, information, and technical solutions. The
current TC102 website is www.geoforum.com/tc16
 Host the 4th international conference on site characterization
(ISC-4) in Recife, Brazil on 18-20 September 2012 to exchange
theoretical, practical, and applied research in the area of insitu testing and geotechnical site investigation: www.isc-4.com
 Maintain a set of international guidelines and standards for
in-situ testing methods for reference on procedures and
interpretation.
 Upgrade the social importance & relevance of our
geotechnical discipline within eyes of the public, private,
commercial, industrial, and military communities.
 TC102 members plan to continue their interactivities with
sister Technical Committee TC101 (Laboratory stress-straintesting behaviour).
 Prepare a list of important and relevant publications (best
reading materials) on the topics of in-situ testing and
geotechnical & geophysical site characterization as a
reference source and guide to members.

TC103 Numerical Methods in Geomechanics is one of the
technical committees of International Society for Soil
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE). TC103
aims to provide a forum for all interested members of ISSMGE
to explore the using of computational tools and developing of
advanced numerical methods to solve problems relevant to soil
mechanics and geotechnical engineering.
TC103 will deal with the following important technical issues:
 Constitutive modelling, calibrations of complex soil behaviour
and engineering problems such as instability, strain
localization and progressive failure of soil or rock structures;
 Advanced procedures for model validation and verification;
the development of accurate, robust and efficient numerical
methods for applications of varying needs;
 Modelling of coupled phenomena that are useful across
geotechnical engineering, rock engineering, petroleum
engineering, geothermal engineering;
 Assisting and promotion of exchange of knowledge between
the academia and practicing engineers.
 More specifically, TC103 will focus on the following thematic
topics relevant to soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering:
 Investigation on effective predictive approaches to better
understanding of coupled behaviour in geomaterials (such
as thermo-hydro-chemo-mechanical coupling), various
instabilities modes such as strain localization,
liquefaction, large deformation, underground water flow
and contamination, erosion and rapid flow in
geomaterials, thermo-related geomechanics;
 Development of advanced constitutive models to
characterize the complex behaviour of geomaterials,
including
elasto-plasticity,
visco-plasticity,
hypoplasticity, cyclic-plasticity, soil/rock degradation,
strain softening, rate-dependency and anisotropy;
 Development of advanced predictive tools based on new
numerical and analytical techniques, such as Finite
Element Method (FEM), Extended Finite Element
Method (X-FEM), Boundary Element Method (BEM),
Material Point Method (MPM), coupled Discrete
Element Method (DEM) and FEM, Moving Particle
Semi-implicit (MPS) method, Smoothed Particle
Hydrodynamics (SPH) method and Multiscale Modelling
(MM) method.
 Numerical implementation and calibration of advanced soil
models using laboratory and field testing data; determination
of model parameters using back analysis, and
homogenization of locally heterogeneous geomaterials.
 Critical evaluation of existing prediction approaches among
the empirical methods, laboratory testing, simple elastic and/
or elasto-plastic methods and limit analysis, and various
comprehensive numerical methods.
 Transfer of new knowledge to and training practicing
engineers of the ISSMGE to address important engineering
issues in dealing with natural hazards; promotion of
exchange of ideas and experience between academics and
practitioners.
 Over a term of four years from 2010 to 2013, TC103 will
strive to achieve the following objectives in line with the
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aforementioned major themes as well as the guideline
provided by the Technical Oversight Committee (TOC):
Objective 1:
Disseminate knowledge and practice to the member of ISSMGE
on employing advanced numerical methods to facilitate deeper
understanding of fundamental behaviour of geomaterials and to
help solving difficult problems that are of practical importance.
In doing so, TC103 will
 Organize or co-organize relevant workshops/symposiums/
conferences to encourage the exchange of ideas and advances
in computational geomechanics among academics and
practitioners. Specifically, the following conferences/
workshops have been tentatively identified as the occasions
that special sessions and/or mini-symposiums will be
planned under the name of ISSMGE TC103:
 9th International Workshop on Bifurcation and
Degradation in Geomaterials (IWBDG 2011), May 23-26
2011, Porquerolles, France (Task leader: Prof. François
Nicot)
 The 14th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics
and Geotechnical Engineering (14th ARC 2011), May 2327 2011, Hong Kong, China (Task leader: Dr. Jonny
Cheuk)
 11th International Symposium on Landslides/2nd North
American Symposium on Landslides, June 3-8 2012,
Banff, Alberta, Canada (Task leaders: Prof. Richard Wan/
Prof François Nicot)
 3rd International Symposium on Computational
Geomechanics (ComGeo III), 2013 (Task leaders: Prof
François Nicot/Prof. Richard Wan)
 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering: Academia & Practice of
Geotechnical Engineering, Sept 1-5 2013, Paris, France
 Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, introductory
lectures from TC103 on latest developments and new trends
on numerical methods with an emphasis on geomechanics.
In particular,
 We shall encourage all our members to take every chance
to promote the use of advanced computational methods
for geotechnical applications at international and regional
conferences and workshops
 Most executive members as well members recommended
from regional societies of TC103 are reputable experts in
their specific research areas within a broad field of
computational geomechanics. We are confident that
many of them will be invited from time to time by
various international/regional conferences to deliver
keynote lectures, to teach for various workshop/summer
schools and to provide various technical inputs on
practical problems. These activities will be clearly
documented in our newsletter as well as annual report.
 Meanwhile, TC103 will also recommend appropriate
candidates from among our TC members to give these
speeches on occasions that we deem suitable, especially
those events organized by the overlapping organization
as will be listed in Objective 3.
 TC103 will also organize special issue publications in
some prestigious journals on thematic topics.
 Develop various schemes to draw the active participation
of broad ISSMGE members. Typical examples of these
include online survey of typical software packages used
for their research/work, challenging problems/difficulties
they have encountered or are facing in their daily work of
numerical analysis. Benchmark test competitions will

also be planned for all interested members to participate
to test the performance of their own packing/numerical
schemes on solving the same problem.
Objective 2:
 TC103 will endeavour to provide full support for various
international/regional conferences relevant to ISSMGE, to
help on organizing special sessions, calling for papers,
recommending keynote speakers, offering help on reviewing
papers, and on seeking suitable sponsors. All members of
TC103 will be highly encouraged to contribute to these
events and to present their latest research developments on
numerical modelling in geomechanics. Specifically, we
tentatively propose the following thematic sessions be
organized at the various conferences.
 A TC103 special session on "The Behavior of Material
Instabilities at Various Scales for Geomaterials" at the 9th
IWBDG (2010) (Task leader: Prof. François Nicot)
 Two parallel sessions for the upcoming 14th ARC-SMGE
(2010)-Hong Kong: one on recent progress in computational
geomechanics and the other on the current practice and
issues of numerical methods for engineering. (Task leader:
Dr. Jonny Cheuk)
 Session (to be confirmed) for the 11th International
Symposium on Landslides/2nd North American Symposium
on Landslides, 2012, Canada (Task leader: Prof. Richard
Wan/ Prof. François Nicot)
 A special session in 3rd International Symposium on
Computational Geomechanics (ComGeo III), 2013 (Task
leaders: Prof François Nicot /Prof. Richard Wan)
 TC103 Mini-symposium on "Challenges and Opportunities
in Computational Geomechanics" for the 18th ISSMGE
Conference (2013), France
 TC103 will also organize special issues of thematic
publications in such journals as Int. J. Analy. Numer. Meth.
Geom., Soils and Foundations and Computers and
Geotechnics, as well as the ISSMGE International Journal of
Geoengineering Case Histories if deemed as appropriate.
Contribution to these special issues will be based on
invitation and/or in connection with some of the above
special conference sessions.
Objective 3:
TC103 will actively seek every opportunity to interact with
geotechnical industry as well as other organization/society
relevant to computational geomechanics. Specifically:
 We shall encourage all regional societies to recommend
experienced practicing engineering to join our technical
committee. We shall also encourage them to organize
various sessions with practice-oriented topics and discussion
sessions with academics involved. For example, in Hong
Kong area, we shall call for members from the Hong Kong
Institute of Engineers (HKIE) to join our TC, through whom
we shall regularly circulate conference/workshop/seminar
information to major consulting firms such as Ove Arup,
AECOM, Scott Wilson, governmental offices such as GEO
and contractors.
 TC103 tentatively identities the following technical
committees of ISSMGE and other societies as potential
overlapping working bodies to interact with:
 TC105 Geomechanics from Micro to Macro of ISSMGE:
the wide-spreading use of Discrete Element Method for
TC105 could offer invaluable information for constitutive
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modelling of geomaterials at the continuum level and help to
shed light on the microscopic mechanisms on various
interesting phenomena such as strain localization,
liquefaction and progressive failure. If possible, joint
sessions can be proposed on suitable occasions between
TC103 and TC105.
 TC203 Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and
Associated Problems of ISSMGE: The earth appears to enter
another seismic active period and our memory is still fresh
on the extreme disasters several recent major earthquakes
have caused. Computational intensive tools have been
developed to evaluate the occurrence probability potential
consequence of earthquake at many locations of the world.
We shall work closely with our colleagues in TC203 on the
recently findings by them and from our TC103 and seek
chances to interact with them on such occasions as regional
and international annual earthquake conferences.
 TC106 Unsaturated Soils of ISSMGE: The understanding of
unsaturated soil behaviour remains a difficult topic. One
active research area in unsaturated soil is to develop suitable
constitutive models to describe the soil behaviour and to
implement them in numerical codes such as Finite Element
Method for practical predictions. As the latter falls precisely
to our main themes, and TC103 and TC106 could hereby
build an area of common interest. Interaction between
TC103 and TC106 could present in forms of joint
workshops and conference sessions.
 TC208 Stability of Natural Slopes of ISSMGE: Analysis and
prediction of stability of natural slopes are a difficult task for
both academics and practicing engineers. In this regard,
numerical methods have obvious advantage over many other
methods in dealing with the complex boundary conditions
such as rainfall infiltration/slope surface runoff/surface soil
evaporation/ground water flow and fluctuation and
heterogeneous soil properties. TC103 will encourage our
members to pay more attention on this topic and to exchange
findings with colleagues from TC208 regularly.
 ASCE Geotechnical Branch and ASME Geomechanics
Committee: The Chair of TC103 is meanwhile the Chair of
ASME Geomechanics Committee. He would then be able to
call for join conferences/workshop at appropriate times to
work on topics that are interesting to peoples from both
societies.

TC104 - PHYSICAL MODELLING
PHYSICAL MODELLING IN GEOTECHNICS
Chair:

Christophe Gaudin

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Task leader(s)

Location

Adam
Bezuijen

Activities

Scaling law
catalogue
Europe

Jan Laue
Dan Wilson
Bernardo
Caicedo

Centrifuge
Technology
sustainability
South
Standardised
America miniature

Responsibilities

Constitute team of
experts/
Identify relevant
topics/Update
catalogue
Develop PPT
Druck alternative
Identify other
potential threats
Standardised
miniature

Task leader(s)

Location

Activities

centrifuge for
teaching

Responsibilities

centrifuge
Physical modelling
teaching unit
Develop industry
framework for
North
Ryan Phillips
Industry
industry
America
collaboration
Best practice guide
Establish
Paul
Europe Data exchange
standardised data
Schaminee
exchange format
Oversee
organisation of
Regional
B.V.S.
regional
Asia
workshop/Confe
Viswanadham
conferences
rence
Eurofuge 2012 Asiafuge 2012
Website, wikipedia,
IJPMG data report
Communication/
Bruce Kutter
Newsletter, IJPMG
Dissemination
North
support, Named
America
lectures
1g Physical
Improve integration
Andy Take
modelling
of 1g modelers

TC105 - GEO-MECHANICS
GEO-MECHANICS FROM MICRO TO MACRO
Chair:

Malcom Bolton/Masayuki Hyodo From May 2011

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The general aims of the TC105 are the following:
1. To promote cooperation and exchange of information about
the behaviour of soil grains and granular interactions, so as
to clarify the fundamental micro-mechanisms of the
behaviour of soils.
2. To promote improved Discrete Element Modelling (DEM)
of soil aggregates, through simulations of laboratory tests,
especially with regard to the observation of grain crushing
and rearrangement.
3. To encourage a micro-structural understanding of
signifycant
macroscopic
behaviours
such
as
compressibility, anisotropy, yielding, creep, cyclic
liquefaction, shear rupture and tensile fracture.
4. To open up a discussion on the use of micro-structural
measurements to enhance soil characterisation procedures
(grading, plasticity index, CPT/SPT etc) and to clarify the
selection and use of continuum parameters in geotechnical
engineering practice.
5. To widen the scientific basis of geomechanics by linking
with groups applying micro-mechanics to the study of
granular materials in other fields of application such as rock
mechanics, metal powders, ceramic pressings, and food
processing.
6. To co-operate with other Technical Committees where the
granular perspective is thought to be valuable to their work.
7. To encourage local working groups on particulate
mechanics, to organise regional workshops and
international symposia, and to negotiate with major journals
for the creation of special issues devoted to progress in this
topic.
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The following specific activities are proposed to fulfil the
above aims.

TC106 - UNSATURATED SOILS
UNSATURATED SOILS
Chair:

E. Alonso

Objective 1:
Disseminate knowledge and practice within the TC’s subject
area to the membership of the ISSMGE:
 Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and workshops.
 IS-Cambridge at Cambridge scheduled in 2014
(Soga)
 Methane hydrate workshops
(Hyodo/Cho/Santamarina/Soga)
 Bio-soil interaction workshops
(Soga/Santamarina)
 Homogenisation workshop
(Einav)
 Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, state-of-the-art
lectures including new technology, general reports for
conferences organized by the International Society, regional
conferences and conferences organized by Member
societies.
 Collaborate with the organizing committee of the Paris
Conference to develop sessions focusing on TC105
activities
(Viggiani)
 Develop ideas for broad participation of ISSMGE individual
members through, for example, prediction events, surveys,
or other means.
 Webpage creation

(Hyodo/McDowell)

Objective 1:
Disseminate knowledge and practice in the area of mechanics
of unsaturated soils including as examples, expansive,
collapsible, residual, arid, and compacted soils:
1. Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and
workshops.
2. Promote TC106-sponsored sessions on unsaturated soils at
ISSMGE sponsored international and regional conferences
on soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering, and to
support special geotechnical and geoenvironmental
conferences on unsaturated soils.
3. Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, state-of-the-art
lectures including new technology, general reports for
conferences organized by the International Society, regional
conferences and conferences organized by Member
societies.
4. Promote benchmark exercises to establish the capabilities of
current
theoretical
frameworks
and
prediction
methodologies in unsaturated soil mechanics.
Objective 2:

Objective 2
To establish guidelines and technical recommendations within
the TC’s subject area:
 Develop DEM textbook

TERMS OF REFERENCE

(Nakata/Jiang/McDowell)

 Round robin test on DEM codes

(Viggiani)

 Develop a state-of-art report on homogenization techniques
(Einov/Soga)
 Develop education materials to promote macro-micro soil
mechanics ideas
(Coop/Bardet)
Objective 3
Assist with technical programs of international and regional
conferences organized by the ISSMGE: Promote to present the
findings of the TC in main sessions and discussion sessions.
 Paris Conference

(Viggiani)

 Other regional conferences
 Interaction with other TCs

(Hyodo)

Objective 4

To establish guidelines and technical recommendations in the
field of unsaturated soils:
5. Promote the exchange of information about testing of
unsaturated soils for geotechnical and geoenvironmental
purposes
Objective 3:
Assist with technical programs of international and regional
conferences organized by the ISSMGE:
6. Promote the presentation of findings of the TC in main
sessions and discussion sessions.
Objective 4:
Interact with industry and overlapping organizations working in
areas related to the TC’s specialist area:
7. Cooperate actively with other TCs whose field of activity
involves important questions related to unsaturated soils:
TC208 Stability of Natural Slopes; TC210 Dams and
Embankments; and TC215 Environmental Geotechnics.

Interact with industry and overlapping organizations working in
areas related to the TC’s specialist area:
 ASCE Granular Materials committee

(Gutierrez)

 ALERT (Europe)

(Viggiani)

 GM3 (UK)

(McDowell)

 National research group - Korean Geotechnical Society
(Cho)
 National research group - Chinese Geotechnical Society
(Jiang)
 National research group - Japanese Geotechnical Society
(Hyodo)

TC107 - LATERITIC SOILS
LATERITES AND LATERITIC SOILS
Chair: K. Ampadu
TERMS OF REFERENCE
The key function of the technical committee as I see it, is to
assemble and put into useable form, the existing knowledge and
best practices in laterites and lateritic soils and to use all
available means to disseminate these knowledge and best
practices to ISSMGE membership.
This document summarizes in a more specific form the
objectives, strategies and implementation plans of the technical
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committee on laterites and lateritic soils. These are based on the
generalized objectives and terms of reference of technical
committees given by The Technical Oversight Committee in
the "Guidelines for Technical Committees".
OBJECTIVES AND STRATEGIES

bring on board literature in French. The second task of
dissemination will be executed by the Dissemination Task
Force. The 15th Regional Conference in Maputo in July 2011
will be used as the first physical meeting of TC-107 and the
Dissemination Task Force will organize this meeting. The
organizers of the Conference are scheduling Dr. Gidigasu to
make a presentation on "Towards developing paving materials
acceptance specifications for lateritic and saprolitic soils". The
overall terms of reference of the Task Forces are shown below,
but the target output shows what needs to be achieved by July
2011.

TC201 - DYKES AND LEVEES
GEOTECHNICAL ASPECTS OF DYKES AND LEVEES,
SHORE PROTECTION AND LAND RECLAMATION
Chair:

M.A. Van

IMPLEMENTATION PLANS

TERMS OF REFERENCE

It is noted that the Technical Committee on Laterites and lateric
soils is a new committee and therefore does not have any past
records on the committee’s work as a guide. The geographic
distribution of laterites and lateritic soils in the tropics also
coincides with countries with relatively lower income levels.
This implies that some members of the committee may have
some difficulty with travelling for Conferences as part of TC107 work. The committee therefore has to be innovative in how
it conducts its work.

 Discussion state of the art and developing the science and
engineering in order to increase fundamental understanding
and modelling of strength, deformation and erosion
behaviour of soils and failure processes of dikes, dunes,
(underwater) dams, reclaimed land, man-made islands and
ports in river and coastal zone.

Examination of the four objectives and strategies above shows
that TC107’s first task is to assemble what information exists
on laterites and lateritic soils. I propose a Task Force for this
activity as shown below. The composition of the task force
should have a Brazilian member to bring on board material in
Spanish and Portuguese while the French speaking members

 Contributions to the international congresses of the society
to increase the quality of design by including experience,
such as large scale tests, case histories, failures,
measurements, simulations and artificial knowledge
 Encouraging international collaboration of experts in
multidisciplinary developments of new techniques for
constructing and maintaining safe and reliable protection
works
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 Producing technical reports and encouraging international
training and meeting in this research field and exchange
experience and ideas on improving communication to other
researchers, public and politics for more alertness and
awareness
Planning of activities:
2011 1st committee meeting for the occasion of the int. Course
on Understanding Dike Safety, Delft The Netherlands
2012 2nd committee meeting for the occasion of the 12th Baltic
Sea Conference 31 May – 2 June 2012 Rostock Germany
2013 3rd committee meeting for the occasion of the 18th
International Conference on Soil mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering, Paris, 1-5 Sept 2013.

TC202 - TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION GEOTECHNICS
Chair:

A. Correia Gomes

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The goal of TC202 committee should be considered a broad
engineering unit bridging the gap between Pavement/Railway
Engineering and Geotechnical Engineering. The main task is to
promote co-operation and exchange of information and
knowledge about the geotechnical aspects in design,
construction, maintenance, monitoring and upgrading of roads,
railways and airfields. It will also cover the related
environmental aspects. For these purposes, the main Task
Forces of the Committee will cover the following topics:
TF1. Promote of use of non traditional materials in
embankments and structural layers. Leaders: M. Winter
and T. Edil, N. Yoshida.
(i) Survey and collecting data of demonstration projects.
(ii) Guidelines and recommendations for practice.
(iii) Co-sponsor the ASTM Symposium "Testing and
Specification of Recycled Materials for Sustainable
Geotechnical Construction", Baltimore, USA, 2-4
February 2011.
(iv) Contributions for TF6.
Liaisons: TC215 Environmental Geotechnics.
TF2. Reinforcement of geomaterials and its implications in
pavement and rail track design. Leaders: E. Tutumler
and S-W Park; W. Kim.
(i) Guidelines and recommendations for practice
(ii) Symposium and contribution for TF6
Liaisons: IGS.
TF3. Earthworks design, technology and management: To
extend the previous work on compaction. Leaders: JeanPierre Magnan and A. Gomes Correia
(i) Survey and collecting data of demonstration projects.
(ii) Prepare overview of the standards, codes, and
guidelines. Participate in CEN standardisation works
and prepare recommendations – also strong link with
industry.
(iii) Keynote lecture ECSMGE on "Earthworks in hard
soils and weak rocks".
(iv) Workshop on Intelligent construction/compaction
technologies associated with TF6.
(v) Contribution for TF6.
Liaisons: CEN TC396 Earthworks.

TF4. Rail track substructures, including transition zones.
Leaders: W. Powrie and K. Muramoto; C. Lai, P.
Kolisoja, B. Indraratna.
(i) Survey current state of knowledge and experience.
(ii) Develop guidelines for practice and recommendations
for future research.
(iii) Workshop associated with TF6 (9th September, 2012).
(iv) Final symposium or workshop.
Liaisons: UIC, UK EPSRC Program Grant on track
systems (Track21), other research projects.
TF5. Subsurface sensing for transportation infrastructure
condition diagnostics amongst others. Leaders: S.
Nazarian and C. Lai; A. Loizos
(i) Comprehensive document for TF5, with schedule
plan.
(ii) Survey and make guidelines and recommendations
for practice.
(iii) Contribution for TF6.
Liaisons: TC102 Ground Property Characterization from
In-Situ Tests.
TF6. 2nd International Conference on Transportation
Geotechnics (ICTG-2), Hokkaido, Japan, 10 to 12th
September 2012. Chairman: Seiichi Miura; Secretary
General: Tatsuya Ishikawa. Leaders: T. Ishikawa and N.
Yoshida
(i) Themes: Geotechnics for pavements, Rail track and
airfield; geomaterials, including asphalt mixtures,
unbound aggregates and recycling materials;
earthworks for transportation facilities; application of
geosynthetics; laboratory testing and in-situ testing;
modelling and numerical simulations; design
construction
and
maintenance;
performance
evaluation and quality control; sustainability of
management and rehabilitation; risk assessment and
environmental issues.
(ii) Start with a named lecture in to honour an eminent
geotechnical engineer in the TC202 field.
(iii) Workshops before or after the Conference. The
following are planned: see TF3 and TF4 and
"Geotechnical
challenges
for
transportation
geotechnics in extreme climates."
(iv) Proceedings of ICTG -2 and selected papers will be
considered for publications in the special issue of
Soils and Foundations JGS Journal, subjected to the
usual peer-reviewing process.
(v) TC202 workshop/seminar where the representative
person of each TF reports the activity progress,
interesting findings and perspectives.
Liaisons:
IAEG,
IGS;
TC215
Environmental
Geotechnics; TC101 Laboratory Stress Strain Strength
Testing of Geomaterials; TC106 Unsaturated Soils;
TC216 Frost Geotechnics.
TF7. Journal of "Transportation Geotechnics". Proposal to be
submitted to Taylor & Francis, Ongoing action. Editors in
Chief: A. Gomes Correia; A. Loizos & E. Tutumluer.
TF8. To promote TC3-sponsored sessions on Geotechnics for
transportation infrastructures at ISSMGE international,
European and regional conferences on soil mechanics and
geotechnical engineering, and to support special
geotechnical, geoenvironmental and unsaturated soils
conferences on transportation geotechnics.
(i) ECSMGE; ICSMGE.
(ii) Others to be defined.
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TF9. To cooperate actively with other technical committees
whose field of activity involves important questions
related with transportation geotechnics.
Liaison: TRB; ASTM; AIPCR; UIC, UK EPSRC, CEN
TC396, TC215 Environmental Geotechnics; TC106
Unsaturated Soils; TC216 Frost Geotechnics; TC101
Laboratory Stress Strain Strength Testing of
Geomaterials.
TF10. Reports, Publications, Web
(i) TC202 web site (A. Gomes Correia and Nobuyuki
Yoshida).
(ii) Reports for ISSMGE (A. Gomes Correia and
Nobuyuki Yoshida).
(iii) Proc. 2nd International Conference on Transportation
Geotechnics.

(iv) Identify members to contribute to the new Journal
Transportation Geotechnics.
(v) Identify members that can prepare articles to the
International Journal of Geo Engineering Case
Histories.
(vi) Book with the main chapters of TFs (Coordination:
A. Gomes Correia).
TF11. Meetings. Most of the work will be done mainly by email or by video conference if this is felt to be the most
appropriate option. Preliminary planning meetings are:
1. 2nd February 2011, Baltimore, USA, at ASTM
Symposium.
2. 14th September 2011, Athens, Greece, 15th ECSMGE.
3. 7th September 2012, Hokaido, Japan, ICTG-2.
4. September 2013, Paris, France, ICSMGE

TC202 - SCHEDULE PLAN AND DELIVERABLES

OSP - Overview and schedule plan/PR - Progress report/FR - Final Report/S&F-SI Soils and Foundations (JGS), Special Issue/X ASTM
International, the Recycled Materials Resource Center, and the Geo Institute of ASCE: "Testing and Specification of Recycled Materials for
Sustainable Geotechnical Construction" Baltimore, MD USA, 2-4 February 2011/XX XV ECSMGE Athens, Greece, Sept. 2011/XXX XVIII
ICSMGE Paris, France, Sept. 2013
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TC203 - EARTHQUAKE
EARTHQUAKE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING AND
ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS
Chair:

 Endeavour to get all country representatives to
recommend published papers and reports that they
consider represent best current practice in their region or
particular field of expertise.
 Encourage country representatives to submit case history
data showing recent examples of good practice.
 To create Working Groups on specific subjects

K. Pitilakis

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1) Disseminate knowledge and practice in the field of
underground construction
At a regional level:
 Encourage the participation of TC203 members at
regional workshops and conferences and organize
specialized workshops (i.e. after large earthquakes, code
initiatives etc).
 Participation of TC203 members in international survey
committees or coordination of survey committees after
large earthquake.

TC204 - UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION
UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION IN SOFT GROUND
Chair:

Adam Bezuijen

TERMS OF REFERENCE

At an international level:
 To investigate the most appropriate way to create
(or/and upgrade) the web page (and portal?) of TC203 in
the framework of the existing web page of ISSMGE and
other related WebPages and portals
 To propose a prize for a young researcher(s) after
adequate and severe selection process.
 To continue the already established and very successful
activities such as the International Conferences of
Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, the Satellite
Conferences in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering in
World Conferences and the TC203 supported
conferences like the Performance Based Design
Conference
 To actively support the Bulletin of Geotechnical
Engineering and the Journal of Case Histories
 To encourage and support the production of high level
monographs on specific subjects

The main topics addressed by TC204 concern the geotechnical
aspects of the design, construction and analysis of deep
excavations, tunnels and large underground structures, with
particular emphasis on the development, effects and control of
ground movements, their interaction with existing structures,
mitigation measures and risk management. In this field the
objectives for the period 2010-2013 are as follows:
1. To disseminate knowledge and practice in the field of
underground construction
1.1. At an international level

2) Improve
knowledge
and
establish
technical
recommendations and guidelines
 To explore the possibilities to disseminate widely
(through specialized portals) high quality experimental
data, observations surveys, reconnaissance reports and
design-construction reports on significant structures
 To define few topics for future TC203 generic activities
like (i) Performance Based Design in Earthquake
Geotechnical Engineering, (ii) Liquefaction and
associated phenomena, (iii) Site characterization, Site
Effects and Design ground motion for different typology
of structures (i.e. ordinary modern buildings,
monuments, lifelines, infrastructures etc.), (iv) Large
Scale Facilities in Geotechnical Earthquake Engineering,
(v) Numerical and physical procedures, (vi) Seismic
codes, (vii) Soil Structure Interaction, etc.
 To create Working Groups on specific subjects
 Establish permanent links with global activities (in
particular with GEER and GEM) and between researchacademia and profession.

 To promote a session or a workshop during the
next ICSMGE, Paris 2013.

3) Interact with other TCs and organizations
 To improve the link and the participation in TC203 of
the construction industry. Active support of the
construction and consulting industry of the activities of
TC203 has to be explored
 Use the website as a source of information that is
available to all members.

 To organise the seventh International Conference
on "Geotechnical Aspects of Underground
Construction in Soft Ground" in Roma, 16-18
May, 2011.
 To prepare the organisation of the eighth
International Conference on "Geotechnical
Aspects of Underground Construction in Soft
Ground" in 2014.

 To actively encourage the preparation of papers
from TC204 members to be published in refereed
journals and in particular for the ISSMGE
International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case
histories.
1.2. At a regional level
 To organise regional workshops at the occasion of
large or challenging projects: Crossrail in London,
Toulon road tunnel, others to be defined.

2.

 To encourage the active participation (papers,
lectures, workshops) of TC204 members at
regional conferences.
To establish guidelines and technical recommendations
2.1. To edit a list of codes and guidelines existing
worldwide in the field of geotechnical aspects of
tunnelling.
2.2. To report during the TC204 Roma International
Symposium on the three working groups launched by
TC28:
 database to store information about underground
construction projects;
 guidelines for comparing field observations with
numerical simulations;
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3.

 survey on design practice in the field of soft
ground tunnelling.
2.3. To launch a working group on seismic behaviour of
tunnels.
Interact with other TCs and organisations concerned by
underground construction:
3.1. Proposal of an invited lecture from TC214 "Soft
soils" during the TC204 Roma symposium
3.2. To cooperate with TC104 "Physical modelling" to
extend the guidelines for comparing field or physical
model observations with numerical simulations.
3.3. To establish or maintain contact with TCs having
close interests such as TC206, TC207, TC305.
3.4. To make contact with ITA for defining fields of
possible cooperation and to investigate the possibility
of creating a common Working Group.

Objective 2:
 To establish guidelines and technical recommendations
within the TC’s subject area:
 Set up a list of publications recommended by members of
the TC, displayed on the TC’s website (agreed).
 Members of the TC are heavily involved in development of
standards and codes of practice.
 Encourage members to provide translations into English of
codes with no existing translation, particularly as they relate
to Objective 1 Item 4 above.
Objective 3:
 Assist with technical programs of international and regional
conferences organized by the ISSMGE:
 Collaborate with and participate in GeoSNet conference,
Munich, June 2011.
 Collaborate with and participate in ASCE GeoRisk
conference, Atlanta, June 2011.

TC205 - SAFETY AND SERVICEABILITY
SAFETY AND SERVICEABILITY IN GEOTECHNICAL
DESIGN
Chair:

Brian Simpson

TC name was changed from "Limit State Design in
Geotechnical Engineering" to Safety and serviceability in
geotechnical design

 Collaborate with and participate in IS-Kanazawa 2012
conference, September 2012.
 Collaborate with and participate in workshop in Athens
ECSMGE, September 2011, organised jointly with ETC10,
ETC8 and ETC3.
 Organise a further conference sponsored by TC205 in 2012?
(proposed for discussion).
 Organise a workshop at Paris ICSMGE, 2013 (provisional –
to be discussed further).

TERMS OF REFERENCE

Objective 4:

TC205 is aware that there is already a considerable amount of
activity on issues in the scope of its remit, involving
correspondence, collaboration, meetings and conferences
between interested parties. It wishes to avoid conflict or
replication of this on-going work. TC205 therefore anticipates
collaboration with ISSMGE TC304 "Engineering Practice of
Risk Assessment and Management", ETC10 "Evaluation of the
Application
of
Eurocode
7",
GeoSNet
(http://geosnet.geoengineer.org/) and similar groupings. TC205
also notes, however, that there is a need to strengthen
interchange of ideas between various continents: America,
Asia, Australasia and Europe. Working with other interested
organisations, it will aim to achieve better communications
between the communities active in these areas. The very
existence of the TC is a useful step towards this. The following
terms of reference are provisional and subject to development
and discussion by the TC. They are listed under the four
objectives provided in Guidelines for Technical Committees.

 Interact with industry and overlapping organizations
working in areas related to the TC’s specialist area:
 Members of the TC have lots of interaction with national
and international standards committees and frequently make
public presentations in relation these matters.
 Members to mention TC205 (even if only their own
membership of it) when making public presentations
(proposed for discussion).

TC206 - INTERACTIVE DESIGN
INTERACTIVE GEOTECHNICAL DESIGN
Chair:

Ken Been

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Objective 1:
 Disseminate knowledge and practice within the TC’s subject
area to the membership of the ISSMGE:
 Set up internet forum for debate of matters related to the
TC’s subject area (agreed).
 Promote existing training information (generally web
based), webinars, etc (agreed)).
 Consider further development of webinars for global
training use (proposed for discussion).
 Undertake a "Comparison between different design practices
across the world", based on a limited number of design
examples (proposed for discussion). This could form the
basis of ISSMGE conference presentations.

The observational method, or interactive design, has been used
in geotechnical engineering for over half a century. The
approach is, however, only used in exceptional circumstances
and projects. A long term goal of TC206 is to gain acceptance
for the method within most geotechnical engineering design
codes.
During the previous term (2006 – 2009) a survey was carried
out of ISSMGE Members to determine the status of the
observational method and its application worldwide. Survey
participants were also asked what the ISSMGE could do to
foster use of the observational method. The respondents
indicated that the ISSMGE could usefully do the following:
 Knowledge dissemination
 Publish case histories
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 Arrange short courses
 Foster more publications and research (rather than lab or
analytical tool based research)
 Educate public / owners on the value of Interactive Design
 Develop material for geotechnical engineers to use for client
education
 This list is clearly consistent with the first three objectives of
the TCs as outlined in the Guidelines.
 Objective 1: Disseminate knowledge and practice within the
TC’s subject area
 Objective 2: To establish guidelines and
recommendations within the TC’s subject area

technical

 Objective 3: Assist with technical programs of international
and regional conferences
 Objective 4: Interact with industry and overlapping
organizations working in areas related to the TC’s specialist
area
The following would serve as a practical basis for TC206 for
the period 2010 to 2013:
 Arrange a conference on "Case Histories and Applications
of Interactive Design" with published proceedings
 Include a short course, before or after the conference, on the
Observational Method
 Develop a short educational guide or brochure on the
observational, aimed at owners and other engineering
disciplines.

TC207 - SOIL-STRUCTURE
SOIL-STRUCTURE INTERACTION AND RETAINING
WALLS
Chair:

V. Ulitsky

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 To promote co-operation and expertise exchange within the
area of soil-structure interaction and retaining walls amongst
the leading research and design institutes and universities
world-wide as well as amongst the largest contractors with
the objective to enhance overall engineering and research
expertise within this area.
 To identify examples of well-documented case histories
involving soil-structure interaction.
 To analyze the case histories using various soil-structure
interaction models and to compare the results with the real
observations.
 To serve as an organizational support in promoting and
advancement of new calculation methods in soil-structure
interaction, as well as in development of related interactive
monitoring and application of the observational method with
possibility of adjusting design decisions during the
construction process.
 To organize workshops and conferences on soil-structure
interaction and further inclusion of related sections into
international (regional) scientific geotechnical conferences.
To report on the results of its activities at these conferences.
 To prepare Guidelines giving recommendations for
practitioners’ approach to soil-structure interaction and
retaining walls problems.
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TC208 - LANDSLIDES
STABILITY OF NATURAL SLOPES (SLOPE STABILITY
IN ENGINEERING PRACTICE)
Chair:

Jonathan Fannin

meetings held on Sept. 16 and Sept. 17. The activities have
been aligned to support the main ISSMGE objectives, as sent
by Prof. Briaud to the TC chairs on April 3, 2010. These
proposed activities may be refined and modified during the next
TC209 meeting which will take place in Perth, Australia on
November 11, 2010.

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 Provide opportunities for professional development to
engineers and geoscientists who practice in matters of soil
mechanics and slope stability
 Disseminate new applications of engineering science to the
investigation, analysis and remediation of slope stability
 Contribute to the organisation of conferences, symposia,
workshops and training courses on slope stability in
engineering practice
 Encourage the publication of novel research and innovative
practice in peer-reviewed scientific journals
 Facilitate, through the development and exchange of "best
practices", a means for knowledge transfer and capacity
building amongst those who serve society on matters of
slope stability
 Represent the interests of the ISSMGE at the JTC1 of
FedIGS
JTC1, Natural Slopes and Landslides
TERMS OF REFERENCE


Discussing, advancing and developing the science and
engineering of natural soil and rock slopes, including
landslide triggering and evolution

 Encouraging the collaboration of those who practise in soil
mechanics, rock mechanics, engineering geology, mining
engineering, geomorphology and geography as applied to
landslides in natural slopes
 Fostering and organising conferences, symposia and
workshops, including the International Symposia on
Landslides which are held at four year intervals, open to all
who practise in soil mechanics, rock mechanics, engineering
geology, mining engineering, geomorphology and
geography
 Contributing to the International Congresses/and
Conferences of the ISSMGE, IAEG and ISRM
 Fostering the development and implementation into the
community, of landslide identification, monitoring, analysis,
modelling, stabilization, hazard and risk assessment, risk
mitigation and management criteria
 Fostering the organisation of training schools and
preparation of guidelines and codes of good practice to
allow the transfer and implementation into general practice
of new developments

TC209 - OFFSHORE
OFFSHORE GEOTECHNICS
Chair:

Philippe Jeanjean

TERMS OF REFERENCE
TC209 is pleased to propose the activities herein for the 20102013 period. These activities were selected amongst many ideas
brought forward by the TC members, during two teleconference

ISSMGE Objective 1:
Disseminate knowledge and practice within the TC’s subject
area to the membership of the ISSMGE:
1.A: Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and
workshops.
Proposed Activities:
 The 2010 International Symposium on Frontiers in
Offshore Geotechnics (ISFOG) in Perth, Australia will
be held under the auspices of TC209. TC209 will
support the publication of key papers from ISFOG in a
referenced journal.
 TC209 will sponsor the 2012 Offshore Site
Investigation and Geotechnics (OSIG) conference
organized by the Society for Underwater Technology
(SUT) in the UK. TC209 will strive to have key papers
published in referenced journal.
 TC209 will organize a session or a satellite workshop
at the 18th ICSMGE, Paris (2013)
 One quarterly issue of the Australian Geomechanical
Society journal will be devoted to offshore geotechnics.
 Other journals such as Géotechnique and the
International Journal of Geomechanics will be
approached to increase the impact of offshore
geotechnics.
 Interaction and combined activities with TC102- Insitu testing will be explored.
1.B: Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, state-of-theart lectures including new technology, general reports for
conferences organized by the International Society,
regional conferences and conferences organized by
Member societies:
Proposed Activity:
 A list of key, easily accessible, references on offshore
geotechnics will be prepared for inclusion to the
ISSMGE website.
1.C: Develop ideas for broad participation of ISSMGE
individual members through, for example, prediction
events, surveys, or other means:
Proposed Activity:
 A prediction event will be organized on the topic of
jackup drilling rigs spudcan penetration. An interesting
case history will be selected and participants will be
asked to predict the penetration of the spudcan. Results
and conclusions will be disseminated appropriately.
ISSMGE Objective 2:
To establish guidelines and technical recommendations within
the TC’s subject area:
2.A: Collect available standards, codes, and guidelines, and
translate non-English ones into English if necessary.
No Proposed Activities:
2.B: Prepare overview of the standards, codes, and guidelines.
Evaluate the similarities and the differences.
Proposed Activity:
 TC209 will disseminate the findings of on-going
efforts within the American Petroleum Institute (API)
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and the International Standard Organization (ISO) to
compare and contrast offshore codes and standards.
2.C: Make guidelines and recommendations for practice.
Proposed Activity:
 TC209 will develop a guidance document on the topic
of cyclic soil parameters. Emphasis will be given on
summarizing the oil and gas industry experience and
describing how that knowledge can be transferred to
the renewable wind energy industry.
ISSMGE Objective 3:
Assist with technical programs of international and regional
conferences organized by the ISSMGE. Promote to present the
findings of the TC in main sessions and discussion sessions
Proposed Activities:
 TC209 will organize a session or a satellite workshop at the
18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering (ICSMGE) conference, Paris
(2013) to promote the findings of the work on cyclic soil
properties.
 TC209 will liaise with the ASCE 2012 San Francisco
conference organizers to include topics on how to foster and
transfer learnings between the onshore and offshore industry.
ISSMGE Objective 4:
Interact with industry and overlapping organizations working in
areas related to the TC’s specialist area:
Proposed Activities:
 Links with key organizations, including the Center for
Offshore Foundations (COFS) in Perth, Australia, the
International Center on Geohazards in Oslo, Norway, the
Offshore Technology Research Center (OTRC) in College
Station, USA, ISO and API will be reinforced. Key activities
will be advertised to the ISSMGE members.
 TC209 will interact and liaise with the renewable offshore
wind industry. Organizations such as the British Wind
Energy Association (BWEA) and the German wind industry
will be approached. Opportunities to share learnings at wind
industry conferences will be explored.
ISSMGE Objective 5:
Consider starting a named lecture to honour an eminent
geotechnical engineer in your field:
Proposed Activity:
 TC209 will start a named lecture to honour outstanding
contribution in the field of offshore geotechnics. The
provisional name of the lecture is the McCelland Lecture, to
honour the legacy and memory of Mr. Bramlette
McClelland, widely respected pioneer and innovator in
offshore geotechnics.

 To encourage the application of the latest research results of
soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering in practices of
dam engineering.
 To summarize and share experiences on dealing with
geotechnical problems in dam construction practices.
Encourage report and discussion on dam failure incidents
and the solutions for dam constructed under complex
geological conditions.
 To advance the above aims through collaboration with
ICOLD (International Committee on Large Dams).
Encourage TC members join the activities of ICOLD.
Activities Planned
 Knowledge dissemination on geotechnical issues of dam
engineering
 Publish case histories (with International Journal of
Geotechnical Case Histories)
 Arrange short courses and dam site visit
 Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and workshops
 Arrange TC210 sessions on ISSMGE Conferences

TC211 - GROUND IMPROVEMENT
GROUND IMPROVEMENT
Chair:

S. Varaksin

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 Complete the existing website,
 Introduce a newsletter,
 Create close working groups, the only solution to be
efficient, this with the themes of appendix 1,
 Organise a workshop on 27-28 May 2011 at the Asian
Regional Conference in Hong-Kong with as theme the items
of the survey (appendix 1)
 More ambitious, organise a Symposium "Ground
Improvement". This still is to be confirmed as the Country
members will be known. This symposium "should" take
place in Brussels under the sponsoring of the BGGGGBMS, of Belgium and the CFMS of France host countries
of the Co-chairmen. The sponsors are contacted at the
moment, our idea is to organise the state of fundamental
research by universities and practitioners and presented as
keynote. Presently subjects are :
 Deep mixing research (Kitazume)
 Vacuum research (Jurong – Singapore)
 Asiri research : Rigid inclusions
 New bio technologies
 FMA – USA research on MSE

TC210 - DAMS
DAMS AND EMBANKMENTS
Chair:

Dr. Xu Zeping

TERMS OF REFERENCE
 To promote co-operation and exchange of information
concerning research and developments in geotechnical
issues of dam construction among TC members and
ISSMGE member societies.

 Wollongong research by Indraratna on DC and vacuum.
 A "Menard lecture" as proposed by Jean-Louis Briaud will
also take place.
 Technical activity of the TC GI start up of its new theme
was initiated in Brazil where serge Varaksin published and
presented a lecture on "vacuum consolidation, the
environment friendly consolidation of very soft polluted
mud at the Airbus A380 factory site", at the soft clay
conference organise in Guarija on 21st and 22nd of May. Jan
Maertens, also invited as speaker had to decline for health
reasons.
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TC212 - DEEP FOUNDATIONS
DEEP FOUNDATIONS
Chair:

R. Katzenbach

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The objectives of TC212 - Deep Foundations are:
 To promote co-operation and exchange of information on
design principles of piles, pile groups, energy piles, piles in
liquefied soil, Combined Pile Raft Foundations (CPRFs),
downdrag in piles, defect detection in bored piles by nondestructive test, pile manufacturing process, pile stiffness
and on fundamental soil mechanical understanding of
installation methods of piles and related safety issues.
 To finalise and disseminate the International Guidelines for
Combined Pile-Raft Foundations (CPRFs), Energy Pile,
Piles in Liquefied Soil etc. to be published by ISSMGE.
 To compile and disseminate case studies of static and
dynamic tests on instrumented piles to get insights about the
influence of the pile installation process in terms of soilequipment-material interactions and its resulting influence
on the load-bearing behaviour of piles and to use the tests
for a benchmark for design methodologies.
 To form 5 to 6 Task Forces on the areas of utmost
importance as detailed above.

TC213 - SCOUR AND EROSION
SCOUR AND EROSION
Chair: M. Heibaum
TC name was changed to "Scour and Erosion" instead of
"Geotechnics of soil erosion"
TERMS OF REFERENCE
 Exchange information on scour and erosion processes from
the geotechnical point of view.
 Improve the mutual understanding of geotechnical and
hydraulic approaches to scour and erosion.
 Organize bi-annual international conferences on scour and
erosion
 Promote the improvement of calculation methods of scour
and erosion processes.
 Provide relevant information on the web to the geotechnical
and hydraulic community.
 Discussion and presentations of proposals of ICSE-7 2014
(Taipei?)

TC214 - SOFT SOILS
FOUNDATION ENGINEERING IN DIFFICULT SOFT SOIL
CONDITIONS
Chair:

J.L. Rangel

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The objectives of Committee TC214 are:
a) To foster cooperation and exchange of information on
engineering characterization of difficult soft soil sites,
focusing on the definition of representative soil profiles and
static and dynamic properties to be considered in foundation
design.
b) To elaborate recommendations for in situ and laboratory
testing related to extreme soft soil conditions.
c) To contribute to the advancement of design method and
technology issues related to foundations in soft soils taking
into account factors that are commonly significant in those
soils such as regional subsidence and seismic amplification.
d) To prepare proposals for monitoring schemes as well as for
pile testing, in cases of foundation in extreme soft soil and/
or earthquake conditions.
e) To collect and publish well-documented case histories
regarding analysis, design, construction and behaviour of
foundations and earth structures built on soft soils.
Major TC214 activities during the 2010-2014 period will
include creating a website, organizing symposiums, workshops
and/or conferences, and participation of members in technical
meetings (papers, presentations, keynotes, etc.), according to
the following program:
 To develop and to update a website where information
regarding all activities, scientific papers and publications
and membership of the TC-214 could be consulted (June,
2010).
 Co-sponsoring of the International Symposium on
Tunneling and Shaft Construction to be held in Mexico City,
Feb. 20-23, 2010 (www.smig.org.mx). Themes discussed in
this symposium will be related to tunnelling in soft soils in
urban areas, including effects of regional subsidence,
seismic loading, etc. (done).
 To organize a workshop as part of 8th International
symposium on land subsidence to be held in QuerétaroMéxico, Oct. 17 to 22, 2010 (www.eisols2010.com). This
workshop will deal with Geotechnical Engineering in areas
affected by subsidence and soil fracturing. Papers will be
published in a special edition of the Mexican Geographic
Association Bulletin, which is an indexed publication. (in
progress, Oct, 2010)
 To participate in the 7th International symposium
"Geotechnical Aspects of Underground Construction in soft
grounds" (www.tc28-rome.org), May 16-18, 2011 (Contact
established with TC204).
 To organize a TC214 workshop in 2012.
 To prepare a technical document on contributions of design
methods and technology issues related to foundations in soft
soils taking into account regional subsidence and seismic
amplifications (2013).
 To collect well documented case histories regarding
analysis, design, construction and behaviour of foundations
and earth structures built in difficult soft soils conditions
(2014).
 To review and evaluate new techniques and computer
software that have been developed for site characterization
and design of foundations in difficult soft soil conditions.
 Foster cooperation with technical committees: in-situ testing
(TC102), numerical methods (TC103), physical modelling
(TC104), earthquake (TC203), ground improvement (TC211),
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deep foundations (TC212), underground construction
(TC204), soil-structure (TC207) and megacities (TC305).
 To organize informal meetings between members of the
committee and promote lectures in different countries.
TASK FORCES







Soft soils characterization (Static and dynamic soft soils
properties for design of foundations)
Numerical modelling of soft soils behaviour (F.E.
techniques, limit analyses, others…)
Improvement of soft soils (Preloading, vertical drains,
other techniques…). Head: B. Indraratna.
Design of foundations on soft soils (Technical solutions
for foundations of buildings and embankments. Design
criteria). Head: G. Auvinet.
Instrumentation
of
foundations
on
soft
soils
(Instrumentation and field-testing)
Case Histories

 Collect available standards and codes and translate nonEnglish ones into English if necessary.
 Prepare overview of the standards and codes.
 Evaluate the similarities and the differences.
 Make guidelines and recommendations for practice (can be
methodological ones for new complex problems and/or
technical ones for specific items).
 Setting up of a Task Force for the completion of Chapter n.
8 "Regulation and Technical Guidelines" of the TC215 CDRom-Book "Geotechnical Aspect of Environmental
Engineering" (3rd Edition).
 Setting up of a Task Force to establish co-operation and an
exchange of knowledge with national and international
public institutions and government agencies to promote the
preparation and updating of laws and regulations.
Objective 3: Assist with technical programs of international
and regional conferences organized by ISSMGE
 Promote to present the findings of TC in main and
discussion session (see point c).

TC215 - GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL GEOTECHNICS

Objective 4: Interact with industry and overlapping groups
working in areas related to the TC’s specialist
area.

Chair: M. Manassero

 Identify overlapping organizations and decide how to
interact with them.

TERMS OF REFERENCE

 Setting up of a Task Force for interaction with IGS, IAEG,
ISRM and FedIGS and other possible interlocutors in order
to promote new initiatives and to include them within the
most important conference and symposia joint sessions with
ISSMGE-TC215 dealing with geo-environmental aspects.

Objective 1: Disseminate knowledge and practice within the
TC’s subject area to the membership of the
ISSMGE
 Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and workshops.
 Organization of the 6ICEG November 8-12, New Delhi –
India and planning of the future ICEG editions.
 Organization of an International Workshop on ChemioPhysical
and
Hydro-Mechanics
Phenomena
in
Environmental Geotechnics.
 Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, state-of-the-art
lectures including new technology, general reports for
conferences organized by the International Society, regional
conferences and conferences organized by Member
societies.
 Setting up of a Task Force for interaction with the
organizing and scientific committees of the different types
of ISSMGE related conferences in order to promote and
define the active contribution of the TC215 members for
each event.
 Develop ideas for broad participation of ISSMGE individual
members through for example prediction events, surveys, or
other means.
 Setting up of a Task Force for new initiatives devoted to
increasing participation in and visibility of the individual
TC215 members at local and global events related to geoenvironment aspects.
 Setting up of a Task Force for the preparation of technical
and scientific papers to be published in the ISSMGE
"International Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories"
and in other relevant journals.
Objective 2: Establish
guidelines
and
technical
recommendations within the TC’s subject
area.

TC216 - FROST
FROST GEOTECHNICS
Chair:

A. Instanes

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The TC will continue the technical work of the previous period
(TC8). The TC will cooperate closely with TC202
Transportation Geotechnics.
Objective 1: Disseminate knowledge and practice
 Organization of conferences, symposium and workshops.
TC216 will participate in the organization of a specialty
conference during the period. We will investigate if it is
possible to re-vitalize the Ground Freezing Symposiums.
We will also look into organization of workshops in
connection with well-established conferences such as the
ASCE Cold Regions Engineering Conference (no date set
for the period 2010-2013), ICECORD and regional
conferences. In 2012 the International Permafrost
Association is organizing the 10th international conference
on permafrost in Tyumen, Russia. We will organize a
workshop during this conference.
 Key-note lectures, state-of-the-art lectures: Members will be
encouraged to initiate lectures related to frost topics.
 Participation of ISSMGE individual members: The TC will
carry out a survey among previous participants in
conferences and projects related to frost geotechnics. We
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will also contact member societies to access new potential
(young) participants within the field.
 Generate a list of major publications on frost geotechnics.
Objective 2: Guidelines and technical recommendations
 Collection of available standards: European standardization
work has started under CEN-TC227/WG4, Task Group 5,
Frost susceptibility. Seppo Saarelainen participates in this
work. The TC will collect information from recent work in
USA (ASTM has a committee on Frozen soil and Rock),
Canada, Russia, China and Japan.
 Overview of standards, codes and guidelines will be
established during the period.
 Evaluation of similarities and differences will be carried out
during the period.
 Based on the previous items 1-3, guidelines and
recommenddations for practice will be discussed.
Objective 3: Assist with technical programs of international
and regional conferences organized by ISSMGE
The TC will contribute to this objective. At present time,
timetable is not available.
Objective 4: Interact with
organizations

industry

and

overlapping

 Cooperate with International Permafrost Associations Work
Group for Permafrost Engineering. Several of the TCs
members are also member of this group. Re-establish
cooperation with organizations working on artificial ground
freezing.

TC302 - FORENSIC
FORENSIC GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING
Chair:

V.S. Rao

TERMS OF REFERENCE
Introduction:
Forensic Geotechnical Engineering (FGE) deals with
investingating failures attributed to geotechnical origin, not
only from technical, but also from legal and contractual
viewpoint. Cases of remediated installations where the analysis
and evaluation of adopted remedial measures may be subjected
to legal scrutiny with regard to their effectiveness and
economy, as also Geotechnical based distress in structures due
to natural hazards including seismic damages fall under this
purview. The commonly adopted standard procedures of
testing, analysis, design, and construction may not be adequate
for forensic analysis. The test parameters and design
assumptions must simulate the actual conditions encountered at
site. The Forensic Geotechnical Engineer (FGEr), who is
different from the expert witness, should be able to justify the
selection of these parameters and test procedures in a court of
law. Hence, he has to be totally familiar with the investigative
protocol and the jurisprudence system of the country.
Objective:
 To prepare a guidance manual for forensic analysis of
geotechnical failures.
Scope:

TC301 - HISTORIC SITES
PRESERVATION OF MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC SITES
Chair:

C. Viggiani

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. Organization of a Symposium with the main aim to
exchange and compare experiences and to collect case
histories
2. Organization of the J. Kerisel Special Lecture during 2013
Paris ICSMGE
3. Collection of case histories
4. Compilation of relevant bibliography exploring the
opportunity to set up a dedicated library.
5. Preparation of guidelines on Conservation and Preservation
of Monuments and Historic Sites focused on the following
issues:
 collection of existing codes and recommendations;
 framing of the special requirements and constraints to be
considered in any rehabilitation intervention on
Monuments in order to preserve their cultural and
historical integrity;
 geotechnical methodologies suitable for the interventions
on Monuments and Historic sites.
6. Cooperation and exchange of experiences with the
Committees acting within TC-301 area and related fields
(structural engineering, hydraulic engineering, etc.)

The guidelines will be prepared under nine chapters as follows:
1) Collection of data,
2) Characterization of distress,
3) Diagnostic tests,
4) Back analysis,
5) Instrumentation and monitoring,
6) Development of failure hypothesis,
7) Reliability checks,
8) Legal Process and Jurisprudence, and
9) Case histories
Contents of chapters:
Ch. 1: Collection of data: This chapter will be mainly based on
desk study. A field reconnaissance survey of the project
will also have to be done to support the data. The
history of the project from the concept stage to the
execution stage will have to be studied. Interviews with
designers, representatives of the execution agencies,
etc, will have to be done. Meteorological data including
the seismic activity - if any- will also have to be
collected. In short all the data required for the final
analysis will have to be collected in this stage. (Provide
a check list?)
Ch. 2: Characterization of Distress : This chapter has to
include three aspects, viz: classification, geometry of
failure surface and progression of failure. Under
classification, the severity of the distress, as well as
whether it is a bearing failure or a deformation failure,
etc., will have to be assessed from the observation only.
The geometry of failure surface preferably in 3D format
will have to be developed. The progression of the
failure as observed in the site will also have to be
recorded. The records maintained by field engineers
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Ch. 3:

Ch.4:

Ch.5:

Ch.6:

Ch.7:
Ch.8:
Ch.9:

regarding the failure will have to be collected to prepare
the history of the failure.
Diagnostic Tests: Depending upon the failure pattern
and assessed probable causes of failure, both in situ and
laboratory tests will have to be performed to reconstruct
the soil behaviour. For ex. large size plate load tests or
footing tests may need to be performed in both
saturated and partially saturated conditions using load
increments representative of the actual construction
stage. Laboratory Shear tests using stress path method
might become necessary under stress increment type of
loading conditions, similar to consolidation tests. Pore
pressure measurements might also have to be done.
Selection of soil strength parameters for design of earth
retaining structures will have to be reviewed. Hence,
selection of tests and their procedures should have
correlation with the type of project and the failure
pattern.
Back Analysis: From the failure pattern, a back analysis
will have to be performed using the new parameters
evaluated from the diagnostic tests so that the original
assumptions regarding the behaviour of the soil structure system can be verified. Procedures to be
followed for different types of structures may be
illustrated.
Instrumentation and Monitoring: The instrumentation at
the site will have to be done in conjunction with the
diagnostic tests. This stage gains importance while
assessing the immediate danger that might occur as well
as the assessment of the rate of progress of failure.
Typical instruments for measurements of deformation,
forces, etc., including their limitations have to be
illustrated with case histories.
Development of Failure Hypothesis: With the
background of the characteristics of the failure, results
of the diagnostic tests and back analysis, the most
probable causes for the failure have to be developed.
These causes should be correlated to different
rheological models for soil as well as for soil-structure
system so that the most probable process of failure can
be identified. A comprehensive short description of the
different rheological models may be included in this
chapter.
Reliability Checks : Importance of reliability checks in
investigation process may be highlighted.
Legal Process and Jurisprudence: Technical. ethical and
legal Issues.
FGE Case Histories - identification, investigation,
remediation and litigation.

Task forces and their leaders:
TF1: Collection of data – P.W. Day
TF2: Characterization of distress. – David Starr
TF3: Development of failure hypothesis. – J. Mecsi
TF 4: Diagnostic tests - W.F. Lee
TF 5: Back Analysis - M. Popescu
TF6: Instrumentation -- Yoshi Iwasaki
TF7: Reliability – S.K. Babu
TF8: Legal Issues – D.S. Saxena
TF9: Case Histories- R. Hwang,
Program of activities:
With the approval and encouragement given by the President
ISSMGE, Prof. Briaud, the team commenced the work in
December 2009 itself. The activities planned are:

 A workshop on "Failures, Disputes, Causes, and Solutions in
Geotechnics" being organized by Prof. Mesci during 24-25,
September 2010, in Budapest.
 A symposium on "Forensic Approach to Analysis of
Geohazard Problems" on 14-14 December 2010 in Mumbai,
India.- Organized by V.V.S. Rao.
 Mr. David Starr, Prof. Lee , Prof. Popescu and Prof. Iwasaki
are planning to organize seminars/ Workshops during 2011
and 2012.
 The organizers of ARC 2011 have been requested to assist
in organizing a session on FGE.
 In the report on FGE compiled for TC40 (2004-2009) has a
number of case histories which will be sent to Prof. Zekkos.
TC303 - FLOODS
COASTAL AND RIVER DISASTER MITIGATION AND
REHABILITATION
Chair:

Susumu Iai

TERMS OF REFERENCE
1. General
Technical Committee 303 (TC303) ‘Coastal and River Disaster
Mitigation and Rehabilitation’ (short name ‘Floods’) is a new
Technical Committee (TC) of the ISSMGE created for the
period 2009-2013 under the wider theme of ‘Impact on
Society’. TC303 continues the work of the former TC39
‘Geotechnical Engineering for Coastal Disaster Mitigation and
Rehabilitation’, which was focused on tsunami risk following
the 2004 Sumatra earthquake in Indonesia. TC303 on Floods
will build on the work of TC39 by addressing disaster
mitigation and rehabilitation measures not only for tsunami but
also for other sources of catastrophic flooding including
hurricane, rainstorm and storm surge induced riverine and
coastal flooding events, such as the 2005 Hurricane Katrina
disaster in New Orleans, USA or Typhoon Morakot, which
devastated parts of Taiwan in 2009.
TC303 will provide a forum for active participation by
individual members of ISSMGE to improve understanding of
the geotechnical engineering issues surrounding catastrophic
flooding events. The TC will achieve this objective through
three task forces, which will assimilate and disseminate
geotechnical engineering knowledge relevant to coastal and
river disaster mitigation and rehabilitation through publications
and a major conference to be held in Indonesia in 2011.
2. Terms of Reference
1) Disseminate knowledge and practice on coastal and river
disaster mitigation and rehabilitation to the membership of
the ISSMGE.
2) Establish guidelines and technical recommendations on
coastal and river disaster mitigation and rehabilitation.
3) Assist with technical programs of international and
regional conferences organized by the ISSMGE through
promotion to present the findings of the TC in main and
discussion sessions.
4) Interact with industry and other relevant organizations
working on coastal and river disaster mitigation and
rehabilitation.
3. Task forces and deliverables (Tentative)
Task Force 1 Completion of a book on ‘Geo-disasters in
Coastal Areas: Processes, Rehabilitation and
Case Histories’, a continuing project from
TC39;
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Task Force 2 Preparation
of
guidelines
and
recommendations for geotechnical engineering
practice in coastal and river disaster mitigation
and rehabilitation;
Task Force 3 Organisation of the 3rd International
Conference on Geotechnical Engineering for
Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation,
Semarang, Indonesia, May 2011.

TC304 - RISK
ENGINEERING PRACTICE OF RISK ASSESSMENT AND
MANAGEMENT
Chair:

K.K. Phoon

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The goals of TC32 are to promote and enhance professional
activities and education in geotechnical and geo-environmental
engineering, in areas related to:
 Geostatistics and probabilistic site characterisation
 Quantification of uncertainties in performance prediction
 Reliability-based design
 Risk-based decision analysis
 Calibration of LRFD-type geotechnical design codes
 Project risk management
Task forces and task force leaders
TF1: Interaction with industry (Farrokh Nadim)
Deliverables: Coordinate/organise short courses for
practitioners
TF2: Compilation of guidelines and other technical resources
(Vaughan Griffiths)
Deliverables: Collect relevant guidelines and riskrelated international resources from
industry, government and academe.
TF3: Coordination with broader risk community: (Martin van
Staveren)
Deliverables: See proposal by Martin van Staveren;
final
report
with
practical
recommendations for combining and
integrating discipline-based geotechnical
risk management with broader and more
generic project risk management in theory
and practice.
TF4: Communication/dissemination – (JY Ching)
Deliverables: TC304 website; Bibliography database;
Electronic meetings w/SKYPE
TF5: Conference coordination – (Ken Hong)
Deliverables:
 Special GEOSNet/TC304 session at 17th Southeast
Asian Geotechnical Conference, May 10-13, 2010
(organizers: JY Ching & KK Phoon)
 Collaborate with TC302 (Forensic Geotechnical
Engineering) on International Symposium on Forensic
Geotechnical Engineering, 14-15 Dec 2010, Indian
Institute of Technology Bombay, Mumbai, India.
 Special TC304 session at 14th Asian Regional
Conference, 23–27 May 2011 (organizers: LM Zhang
& Y Wang)
 Collaborate with TC303 (Coastal and River Disaster
Mitigation and Rehabilitation) on 3rd International
Conference on Geotechnical Engineering for Disaster
Mitigation and Rehabilitation (GEDMAR 2011),
Semarang, Indonesia, 4-6 May 2011
 Collaborate with GEOSNet on 3rd International
Symposium on Geotechnical Safety and Risk (ISGSR
2011), Munich, 2011 (under discussion)
ANNEX
TC304-TF3: COORDINATION WITH BROADER RISK
COMMUNITY
by Martin van Staveren, proposed TF3 Leader, 22 April 2010
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INTRODUCTION
Recently, TC32 has been renamed TC304. Prof. KK Phoon
chairs TC304 for the period 2009–2013 and proposed four
tentative task forces for TC304. One of these Task Forces, TF3,
aims to focus on coordination of geotechnical risk management
with the broader international risk community. This proposal is
a first outline about the possible main objective, activities,
deliverables and participants of TF3
Objective:
Over the last years, geotechnical risk management, as well as
project risk management, developed quite rapidly. However,
both complementary types of risk management are often still
separated in the day-to-day practice of construction projects.
This situation avoids catching all potential risk management
benefits, in terms of improved safety and quality, cost and time
savings, as well as improved reputations of large and smaller
construction projects.
The main objective of TF3 is contributing to the combination
and integration of discipline-based geotechnical risk
management with broader and more generic project risk
management, in theory and in practice. This should contribute
to more safety and quality, lower costs and faster completion of
all sorts of construction projects, worldwide.
Activities:
The main TF3 activities in order to contribute to the forementioned objective are:
 Establishing an international Task Force, TF3 (to be
completed by the end of September 2010);
 Drawing a TF3 Activities Plan by the TF3 members (to be
completed by the end of December 2010);
 Executing the TF3 Activities Plan and providing subdeliverables and the final deliverable (to be completed by
the end of December 2013).
Recently, in the Netherlands, the Geo-Impuls joint industry
development program has been launched, in which some 30
large clients, contractors, engineering consultants, universities
and institutes do participate.
The target of the Geo-Impuls program is halving geotechnical
failures by 2015. Realizing the Geo-Impuls objective will save
the Dutch community at least several hundreds of millions
Euros per year.
A core activity of the Geo-Impuls program is developing and
applying sound geotechnical risk management procedures
within construction projects. New knowledge is developed and
particularly existing knowledge will be better used, in a riskdriven way. This requires a thorough integration of
geotechnical risk management with project risk management.
It is suggested to use the results and lessons of the Geo-Impuls
program within TF3, and to compare these results and lessons
with those of similar programs, elsewhere in the world.
Deliverables
The anticipated sub-deliverables are at least one paper per year,
written by TF3 participants and to be presented at an
international symposium that covers geotechnical risk
management.
The final deliverable is a TF3 report, which presents practical
recommendations for combining and integrating disciplinebased geotechnical risk management with broader and more
generic project risk management in theory and practice. Using
this report by practitioners should contribute to more safety and

quality, lower costs and faster completion of all sorts of
construction projects, worldwide.

TC305 - MEGACITIES
GEOTECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR MEGA CITIES
AND NEW CAPITALS
Chair:

A. Negro

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The main goal of this technical committee is to contribute to the
general practice of those working in a Mega City scenario, to
gather and share their experience on foundations, tunnels,
excavations, earthquake engineering, slope stability, soft soils,
environmental geotechnics, and others. Mega Cities demand a
General Practitioner Geotechnical Engineer and requires the
need for gathering and collating previous experience to
encourage technical development. Having this in mind, the
objectives of TC305 for the period 2010-2013 are as follows.
1. To stimulate interaction between infrastructure geotechnical
engineers for megacities, new capitals and twin (sister) cities
1.1. At an international level
- To promote a workshop during the 14th Asian
Regional Conference, Hong Kong, May 2011;
- To promote organization of the Twin Cities
Geotechnical Seminars (basic planning in annex)
in 2012;
- To promote a session or a workshop during the
next ICSMGE, Paris 2013;
- To encourage and stream the preparation of papers
from TC305 members to the ISSMGE International
Journal of Geo-Engineering Case histories.
1.2. At a regional level
- To organise regional workshops at the occasion of
large or challenging projects:
- To encourage the active participation (papers,
lectures, workshops) of TC305 members at
regional conferences.
2. To gather and collate geotechnical information
- To set up data and cartographic instrument specification;
- To establish access to public data;
3. Interact with other TCs and organisations concerned by
Geotechnical Infrastructure for Mega Cities:
- To establish or maintain contact with TCs having close
interests such as TC204 (Underground Construction in
Soft Ground), TC211 (Ground Improvement), TC212
(Deep Foundation), TC215 (Environmental Geotechnics).
- To cooperate with Deep Foundation Institute during the
4th International Conference on Grouting and Deep Mixing,
15-18 February 2012, New Orleans, LA, United States.
ANNEX
TC MEGACITIES 305 - TWIN CITIES GEOTECHNICAL
SEMINARS.
Background: it has been a tradition of the Sao Paulo branch of
the Brazilian Geotechnical Society (ABMS) to organize, every
ten to twenty years, a local seminar to gather and collate
summarized geotechnical and geological data related to Sao
Paulo City, conditioned mainly by sedimentary Paleocene stiff
and dense soils. Different contributors are invited to prepare
contributions, updating the knowledge on selected topics such
as local geology, hydro-geological conditions, soils micro-
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structures, strength and deformability of local soils,
performance of geotechnical structures as pavements, shallow
and deep foundations, natural and cut slopes, supported
excavations, tunnels, etc. A book is usually edited based on the
proceedings of the seminar, under the title "Soils of the City of
Sao Paulo". Published books resulted in noted editorial
successes within the local community. To increase national
coverage and interest on such publication, a second city was
invited to participate in the coming local seminar and the
natural choice was Rio de Janeiro with its residual soils
occurring highland and soft organic clays in the coastal sea
plane. The choice of Rio was twofold. Firstly it complements
the review of soils including older (Pre-Cambrian) and younger
(Quaternary) soils that also may occur in Sao Paulo. Secondly,
the Rio de Janeiro branch of ABMS has always been a
positively competing group to Sao Paulo’s and this is thought to
add flavour to a national event. The idea now is to spread out
internationally this type of meeting in the proposed format.
Tentative date: 2012.
Venues: local single day seminars, taking place in participating
countries, followed by a two or three day international seminar,
taking place at a convenient and selected low cost location. Sao
Paulo, Brazil has offered to host the international meeting.
Local Seminars: two or more local editors are requested to
invite local contributors to each selected topic. Editors are
expected to prepare an abridged draft of contents of the
contributions for the two selected cities. Moreover, editors
should review all contributions received to ensure technical
appropriateness and uniformity and to certify form
homogeneity. Contributions should be prepared both in the
local language and in English, preferably side by side in a two
columns page A4 format. A proficient English review is
recommended. A low cost hard cover proceeding, with no more
than 500 pages, plus a CD copy, is to be published in each
country, sponsored by the local National Society and under the
auspices of the TC Megacities 305-ISSMGE, with copyrights
provisions for duplication in an international volume edition.
Proceedings shall be published and distributed in the single day
local seminar, in which authors involved will present orally
their work, preferably in their home language. Costs of local
seminar organization shall be covered by the respective
National Society.
International Seminar: after completion of all national
seminars, an international seminar will be organized for cross
reviewing contributions from all participating countries.
Selected editors will be in charge of preparing a sum up volume
in English only, largely based on each country contribution.
This shall be published as a CD volume with a printed abridged
text of the contents. Costs of this production shall be covered
by the hosting country National Society. Eventually, all authors
of contributions from participating countries will be invited for
shorter presentations of their work, in English, during the
international seminar. Costs of organizing the international
seminar shall also be covered by the hosting country National
Society. The credits of the international seminar organization
and proceedings edition volume will be shared by the hosting
National Society and by TC Megacities 305-ISSMGE.

TC306 - GEO EDUCATION
GEO-ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Chair:

A. Jaksa

TERMS OF REFERENCE
The overall aim of TC306 is to disseminate world’s best
practice in geotechnical engineering education and to achieve
this by engaging with educators, industry and students.
Objective 1:
 Disseminate knowledge and practice associated with Geoengineering Education to the membership of the ISSMGE.
 Organize International Geotechnical Education Conference
(to be held in Galway, Ireland, July 4-6, 2012. Planning is
underway.) Conference Organizing Committee: Chair:
Bryan McCabe, Members: David Airey, Mark Jaksa, Marina
Pantazidou, Declan Phillips. International Committee:
TC306.
Objective 2:
 Establish guidelines and recommendations associated with
Geo-engineering Education.
 Develop recommended curricula for geotechnical
engineering courses. Task Leader: John Atkinson.
 Develop a bibliography of useful geotechnical engineering
educational references. Task Leader: Marina Pantazidou.
 Facilitate the sharing and dissemination of geotechnical
engineering educational resources by means of a web portal.
Task Leader: Mark Jaksa.
 Establish an award, or series of awards, which recognizes
excellence in learning and teaching in geotechnical
engineering. Task Leader: Mark Jaksa.
 Develop resources to improve the educational efficacy and
resource efficiency of geotechnical engineering laboratory
classes. Task Leader: Mark Jaksa.
 Develop case studies from geotechnical projects that are
suitable for undergraduate and postgraduate instruction.
Task Leader: Marina Pantazidou.
 Develop and maintain a ‘map’ of geotechnical engineering
which incorporates the dynamic nature of our profession.
Task Leader: Marina Pantazidou.
 Develop guidelines for numerical modelling of geotechnical
problems. Task Leader: Vlasta Szavits-Nossan.
Objective 3:
 Assist with technical programs of international and regional
conferences organized by the ISSMGE.
 Facilitate sessions on geo-engineering education at ISSMGE
conferences, as requested. Task Leader: Marina Pantazidou
and Mark Jaksa.
Objective 4:
 Interact with industry and overlapping organizations working
in areas associated with Geo-engineering Education.
 Solicit involvement from industry in the development of
geo-engineering curricula. This task is aligned with Task 1.
Task Leader: John Atkinson.
 Survey results from employers on the efficiency of
geotechnical education in practice. Task Leader: Vlasta
Szavits-Nossan.
 (Tasks 11 and 12 are strongly aligned with Task 2.)
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC101 - LABORATORY TESTING
LABORATORY STRESS STRAIN STRENGTH TESTING
OF GEOMATERIAL
Date: May 30 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: H. Di Benedetto, S. Shibuya & J. Koseki
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Herve di Benedetto
Satoru Shibuya
Junichi Koseki

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
Hungary: Prof. Miklos Galos (miklos.galos@gmail.com)
Ecuador: Vicente Leon (vipaleto2004@yahoo.com)
Work task
Next TC group meeting
Book cases history
Bishop Lecture
Next TC Int. Symp.
Liaison TC101 and Int.JGCH

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Sept. 2011
Book/2013
Prof. Tatsuoka F.
To be fixed/2011
Erdin Ibraim (U. of Bristol)

Please list members of TC
Role
Nominated by
Chair
Vice-chair
Member
TOC
Member
TOC
Secretary
TOC
Member
TOC
Member
Chair
Member
Chair
Member
Italy
Member
Italy
Member
Australia
Member
Czech & Slovak Republics
Member
USA
Member
Kazakhstan
Member
Korea
Member
Hong Kong
Member
France
Member
Netherlands
Member
Spain
Member
Hungary
Member
UK
Member
Greece
Member
UK
Member
Iran
Member
Korea
Member
Czech & Slovak Republics
Member
Japan
Member
Switzerland
Member
Portugal
Member
USA
Member
Spain
Member
Portugal
Member
Japan
Member
India
Member
Poland
Member
China
Member
Hong Kong
Member
Brazil
Member
Belgium
Member
Belgium
Member
Ecuador

First Name
Herve
S.
Rune
Richard
Junichi
M.
Matthew
Victor
Anna
Diego
David
J.
Thomas
D.Zh
Choong-Ki
Philip
Christophe
Evert
Jose
Miklos
A.
Vassiliki
Erdin
Fardin
Dong-Soo
V.
R.
Lyesse
Luis
Hoe
Antonio
Graça
Satoshi
J.T.
A.
Yangping
Jian-Hua
Tacio Mauro Pereira
An.
D.
Vicente

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- International Symposium ISSeoul 2011 "Deformation
Characteristics of Geomaterials", September 2011, Seoul,
Korea
- Workshop on "thermal properties, geo-energy and laboratory tests" planed in 2012 in EPF Lausanne, Switzerland
- Workshop on "advanced laboratory tests" in discussion
Hong Kong 2012 or 2013
- Workshop on "laboratory tests and wave propagation" in
discussion UK 2013
5.

Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).
Progress

To be done in ISSeoul

Last Name
di Benedetto
Shibuya
Dyvik
Jardine
Koseki
Lipinsky
Coop
Rinaldi
D'Onofrio
Lopresti
Airey
Boháč
Brandon
Bukenbayeva
Chung
Chung
Dano
den Haan
Estaire
Galos
Gasparre
Georgiannou
Ibraim
Jafarzadeh
Kim
Kostkanová
Kuwano
Laloui
Lemos
Ling
Lloret
Lopes
Nishimura
Shahu
Szymański
Yao
Yin
de Campos
Baertsoen
Verastegui
Leon

Future plans
To be discussed
Decide who to nominate
To be held in 2015

Email
herve.dibenedetto@entpe.fr
sshibuya@kobe-u.ac.jp
rd@ngi.no
r.jardine@imperial.ac.uk
koseki@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
miroslaw_lipinski@sggw.pl
mrcoop@cityu.edu.hk
rinaldiva@yahoo.com
donofrio@unina.it
diego.lopresti@dic.unipi.it
david.airey@sydney.edu.au
bohac@natur.cuni.cz
tbrandon@vt.edu
Bukenbayeva@mail.ru
geolabs@snu.ac.kr
philipchung@cedd.gov.hk
christophe.dano@ec-nantes.fr
Evert.denhaan@deltares.nl
jose.estaire@cedex.es
miklos.galos@gmail.com
a.gasparre@gcg.co.uk
vngeor@civil.ntua.gr
erdin.ibraim@bristol.ac.uk
fardin@sharif.edu
dskim@kaist.ac.kr
vladislava.herbstova@seznam.cz
kuwano@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
lyesse.laloui@epfl.ch
llemos@dec.uc.pt
hil9@columbia.edu
antonio.lloret@upc.es
glopes@dec.isel.ipl.pt
nishimura@eng.hokudai.ac.jp
shahu@civil.iitd.ac.in
alojzy_szymanski@sggw.pl
ypyao@buaa.edu.cn
cejhyin@polyu.edu.hk
tacio@puc-rio.br
an.baertsoen@mow.vlaanderen.be
Ramiro.VerasteguiFlores@ugent.be
vipaleto2004@yahoo.com
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC102 - IN-SITU TESTING
GROUND PROPERTY CHARACTERIZATION FROM INSITU TESTS
Date: 01 June 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: P.W. Mayne
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Paul W. Mayne (USA)
Antonio Viana da Fonseca (Portugal)
Roberto Quental Coutinho (Brazil)

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
Frankly we have not heard from a good number of them
(particularly those that are merely assigned by their respective countries).
Work task
Call for ISC-4
paper abstracts
Choose keynote
talks

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Roberto Coutinho/02 May
2011/online submissions
Antonio Viana da Fonseca and
Roberto Coutinho & local ABSM
organizing committee/13 June 2011

Please list members of TC
Role
First Name
Chair
Paul
Vice chair
Antonio
Secretary
Roberto Quental
Core
An-Bin
Core
Tom
Core
John
Core
Fernando
Core
Sebastiano
Core
Emoke
Core
Barry
Core
Zbigniew
Member
N.T.
Member
Radhi
Member
Marcos
Member
George
Member
Augusto
Member
Herminia
Member
Choong-Ki
Member
Ali
Member
Vasile
Member
Rui
Member
Dimitris
Member
M.
Member
I.V.
Member
Woojin
Member
Mike
Member
Andras
Member
Mamoru
Member
Jacques
Member
Ernst
Member
J.
Member
Edgar
Member
Joek
Member
Mario
Member
G.V.
Member
Philippe
Member
Victor
Member
Daniel
Member
Jørgen S.
Member
H.

Last Name
Mayne
Viana da Fonseca
Coutinho
Huang
Lunne
Powell
Schnaid
Foti
Imre
Lehane
Młynarek
Alibekova
Al-Zubaidy
Arroyo
Athanassopoulos
Barriga
Cano
Chung
Fakher
Farcas
Freitas
Gazelas
Karthikeyan
Kashirsky
Lee
Long
Mahler
Mimura
Monnet
Niederleithinger
Nuyens
Oderbrecht
Peuchen
Quinta Ferreira
Ramana
Reiffsteck
Rinaldi
Rom
Steenfelt
Tanaka

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
YES
But could always use more updating of course. In particular,
our e-mail listing requires an individual load up one-by-one
and to be honest, we do not have enough time to attend to
that feature.
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- Symposium on Cone Penetration Testing (CPT'10); Hyatt
Resort, Huntington Beach, California - 09-12 May 2010:
www.cpt10.com
- The 4th International Conference on Site Characterization
(ISC-4) in Pernambuco, Brazil, September 2011: www.isc4.com
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Progress
Future plans
Excellent, over 300 abstracts rec'd to Review abstracts and send out
date
acceptance notices to authors
Dr. Peter K. Robertson has been
invited and has accepted to deliver
the 2012 JKM Lecture
e-mail
paul.mayne@ce.gatech.edu
viana@fe.up.pt
rqc@ufpe.br
abhuang@mail.nctu.edu.tw
tlu@ngi.no
jpowell@geolabs.co.uk
fschnaid@gmail.com
sebastiano.foti@polito.it
imreemok@hotmail.com
lehane@civil.uwa.edu.au
hebo1@wp.pl
nt_alibekova@mail.ru
drraddi@yahoo.com
marcos.arroyo@upc.edu
gaa@upatras.gr
abarriga23@hotmail.com
herminia.cano@cedex.es
geolabs@snu.ac.kr
afakher@ut.ac.ir
vasile.farcas@yahoo.com
rf@coba.pt
dgazelas@hol.gr
karthi@surbana.com
kvi@grandgeo.ru
woojin@korea.ac.kr
mike.long@ucd.ie
mahler@mail.bme.hu
mimura@geotech.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp
jacques.monnet@ujf-grenoble.fr
Ernst.Niederleithinger@bam.de
jean.nuyens@skynet.be
edgar.g@terra.com.br
j.peuchen@fugro.nl
mario.quinta.ferreira@gmail.com
philippe.reiffsteck@lcpc.fr
vrinaldi@com.uncor.edu
piedmontgeo@aol.com
JOS@cowi.dk
tanaka@eng.hokudai.ac.jp

Member Society
USA
Portugal
Brazil
Taiwan
Norway
UK
Brazil
Italy
Hungary
Australia
Poland
Kazakhstan
Iraq
Spain
Greece
Ecuador
Spain
Korea
Iran
Romania
Portugal
Greece
Singapore
Russia
Korea
Ireland
Hungary
Japan
France
Germany
Belgium
Brazil
Netherlands
Portugal
India
France
Argentina
USA
Denmark
Japan
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Role
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Liaison

First Name
Gauthier
G.
Yu
Darren
Quentin
Suzanne

Last Name
van Alboom
Venkatachalam
Wang
Ward
Yue
Lacasse

e-mail
gauthier.vanalboom@mow.vlaanderen.be
gvee@civil.iitb.ac.in
yuwang@cityu.edu.hk
darrenward@insitusi.com
yueqzq@hkucc.hku.hk
suzanne.lacasse@ngi.no

Member Society
Belgium
India
Hong Kong
UK
Hong Kong
Norway
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC103 - NUMERICAL METHODS
NUMERICAL METHODS IN GEOMECHANICS
Date: 20 May 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Jidong Zhao and K.T. Chau
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

K.T. Chau
Richard Wan
Jidong Zhao

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
Yes, we have found that TC members from the following
countries not responsive of our emails: Italy, Belgium,
Argentina and Netherlands.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
TC103 special sessions and/or mini-symposiums have been
planned in the following conferences
Work task
Dr. Johnny Cheuk,
Dr. S.W. Lee & Prof.
Akira Murakami

- 9th International Workshop on Bifurcation and Degradation in Geomaterials (IWBDG 2011), May 23-26 2011,
Porquerolles, France (Task leaders: Prof. François Nicot,
Prof K.T. Chau and Dr. Jidong Zhao)
- The 14th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics
and Geotechnical Engineering (14th ARC 2011), May 2327, 2011, Hong Kong, China (Task leaders: Dr. Jonny
Cheuk, Dr. S.W. Lee and Prof Akira Murakami)
- 11th International Symposium on Landslides/2nd North
American Symposium on Landslides, June 3-8 2012,
Banff, Alberta, Canada (Task leaders: Prof. Richard Wan
and Prof François Nicot)
- 3rd International Symposium on Computational Geomechanics (ComGeo III), 2013 (Task leaders: Prof
François Nicot and Prof. Richard Wan)
- 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering: Academia & Practice of Geotechnical Engineering, Sept 1-5 2013, Paris, France (Task
leaders: Prof K.T. Chau and Dr. Jidong Zhao)
- International Conference on Advances in Geotechnical
Engineering to be held in Perth, Australia, 7th-9th November, 2011 (Task leaders: Dr. Mohamed Shahin and Mr.
Ting Zhang)
5. Please list the work task(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Organizing special TC sessions at
the 14th ARC (23-27 May 2011,
Hong Kong)

Progress
Future plans
The organizing has been progress- A special report will be suming well with two special sessions marized for the special sessions
being arranged in the conference. and be included in our newsletter.
Prof. François Nicot, Organizing special TC103 sessions A total of four special sessions
A report will be summarized. A
Prof K.T. Chau & Dr. at the upcoming 9th IWBDG confer- under the name of TC103 have
possible special journal issue
Jidong Zhao
ence (23-26 May 2011, France)
been set up in the workshop.
will be planned for selected
papers in the sessions.
Prof. Richard Wan & Special sessions in the > 11th Inter- The organizing has been progress- A report will be summarized. A
Prof. François Nicot national Symposium on Landslides/ ing well.
possible special journal issue
2nd North American Symposium on
will be planned for selected
Landslides (June 3-8, 2012, Canada)
papers in the sessions.
Prof. Antonio Gens
TC103 liaison officer for the Inter- Prof Gens has kindly agreed to act Prof. Gens will help us with this
national Journal of Geotechnical
this role.
for the term of this TC.
Case Histories (IJGCH)
Dr. Jidong Zhao
TC103 Newsletter
One issue has been sent off and
To make it more regular.
more are coming.
Prof K.T. Chau and
First TC103 committee meeting at
The meeting has been planned and To discuss TC future plans and
Dr. Jidong Zhao
the 9th IWBDG conference
members have been encouraged to events.
attend.
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
K.T. Chau
Chair
cektchau@polyu.edu.hk
Richard Wan
Vice-chair
wan@ucalgary.ca
Jidong Zhao
Secretary
jzhao@ust.hk
Francois Nicot
Member of Executive
Francois.nicot@cemagref.fr
Akira Murakami
Member of Executive
akiram@kais.kyoto-u.ac.jp
Poul Lade
Member of Executive
lade@cua.edu
Radoslaw Michalowski
Member of Executive
rlmich@umich.edu
Fusao Oka
Member of Executive
Oka.fusao.2s@kyoto-u.ac.jp
Sebastiano Rampello
Member of Executive
Sebastiano.rampello@uniroma1.it
Lidija Zdravkovic
Member of Executive
l.zdravkovic@imperial.ac.uk
Alexander Puzrin
Member of Executive
Alexander.puzrin@igt.baug.ethz.ch
Lars Andresen
Member
la@ngi.no
R. Baimakhan
Member
brysbek@yandex.ru
Dipanjan Basu
Member
dbasu@engr.uconn.edu
Georgios Belokas
Member
gbelokas@gmail.com
Daniel Borin
Member
daniel@geosolve.co.uk
Robert Charlier
Member
robert.charlier@ulg.ac.be
Johnny Cheuk
Member
Johnny.cheuk@aecom.com

Country
Hong Kong
Canada
Hong Kong
France
Japan
USA
USA
Japan
Italy
UK
Switzerland
Norway
Kazakhstan
USA
Greece
UK
Belgium
Hong Kong
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Name
Cosmin Chiorean
Marcin Cudny
Marcio Muniz de Farias
V.P. Dyba
Yasser El-Mossallamy
Keyvan Fotoohi
Antonio Gens
Jürgen Grabe
Michael Hicks
Minna Karstunen
S.W. Lee
R.E. Lukpanov
Kenichi Maeda
Diego Manzanal
João Maranha
David Mašín
Philippe Mestat
Pablo Mira
Toshihiro Noda
Achilleas Papadimitriou
K. Rajagopal
Ricardo Schiava
Mohamed Shahin
Oliver Stelzer
Donatella Sterpi
Claudio Tamagnini
L. Vincke
Ting Zhang

Function
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

e-mail address
cosmin.chiorean@mecon.utcluj.ro
mcud@pg.gda.pl
muniz@unb.br
saprosf@mail.ru
y.el-mossallamy@arcadis.de
Keyvanf@hotmail.com
antonio.gens@upc.edu
grabe@tuhh.de
m.a.hicks@tudelft.nl
minna.karstunen@strath.ac.uk
Lsw@gcgasia.com.hk
rauan_82@mail.ru
maeda.kenichi@nitech.ac.jp
diego.manzanal@gmail.com
jmaranha@lnec.pt
masin@natur.cuni.cz
philippe.mestat@lcpc.fr
pmira@cedex.es
noda@civil.nagoya-u.ac.jp
apapad@civ.uth.gr
gopalkr@iitm.ac.in
rschiava@arnet.com.ar
m.shahin@curtin.edu.au
oliver.stelzer@baw.de
sterpi@stru.polimi.it
tamag@unipg.it
leen.vincke@mow.vlaanderen.be
ting.zhang@woodside.com.au

ISSMGE Technical Committee TC103 - Terms of References
TC103 Numerical Methods in Geomechanics is one of the
technical committees of International Society for Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (ISSMGE). TC103 aims to
provide a forum for all interested members of ISSMGE to
explore the using of computational tools and developing of
advanced numerical methods to solve problems relevant to soil
mechanics and geotechnical engineering.
TC103 will deal with the following important technical issues:
a) Constitutive modelling, calibrations of complex soil behaviour and engineering problems such as instability, strain
localization and progressive failure of soil or rock structures;
b) Advanced procedures for model validation and verification;
c) the development of accurate, robust and efficient numerical
methods for applications of varying needs;
d) Modelling of coupled phenomena that are useful across
geotechnical engineering, rock engineering, petroleum
engineering, geothermal engineering;
e) Assisting and promotion of exchange of knowledge between the academia and practicing engineers.
More specifically, TC103 will focus on the following thematic
topics relevant to soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering:
a) Investigation on effective predictive approaches to better
understanding of coupled behaviour in geomaterials (such
as thermo-hydro-chemo-mechanical coupling), various instabilities modes such as strain localization, liquefaction,
large deformation, underground water flow and contamination, erosion and rapid flow in geomaterials, thermo-related
geomechanics;
b) Development of advanced constitutive models to characterize
the complex behaviour of geomaterials, including elastoplasticity, visco-plasticity, hypoplasticity, cyclic-plasticity,
soil/rock degradation, strain softening, rate-dependency and
anisotropy;
c) Development of advanced predictive tools based on new
numerical and analytical techniques, such as Finite Element

Country
Romania
Poland
Brazil
Russia
Egypt
USA
Spain
Germany
Netherlands
UK
Hong Kong
Kazakhstan
Japan
Argentina
Portugal
Czech & Slovak Republics
France
Spain
Japan
Greece
India
Argentina
Australia
Germany
Italy
Italy
Belgium
Australia

Method (FEM), Extended Finite Element Method (XFEM), Boundary Element Method (BEM), Material Point
Method (MPM), coupled Discrete Element Method (DEM)
and FEM, Moving Particle Semi-implicit (MPS) method,
Smoothed Particle Hydrodynamics (SPH) method and
Multiscale Modelling (MM) method.
d) Numerical implementation and calibration of advanced soil
models using laboratory and field testing data; determination of model parameters using back analysis and homogenization of locally heterogeneous geomaterials.
e) Critical evaluation of existing prediction approaches among
the empirical methods, laboratory testing, simple elastic
and/or elasto-plastic methods and limit analysis and various
comprehensive numerical methods.
f) Transfer of new knowledge to and training practicing engineers of the ISSMGE to address important engineering
issues in dealing with natural hazards; promotion of
exchange of ideas and experience between academics and
practitioners.
Over a term of four years from 2010 to 2013, TC103 will strive
to achieve the following objectives in line with the aforementioned major themes as well as the guideline provided by the
Technical Oversight Committee (TOC):
Objective 1:
Disseminate knowledge and practice to the member of
ISSMGE on employing advanced numerical methods to facilitate deeper understanding of fundamental behaviour of
geomaterials and to help solving difficult problems that are of
practical importance. In doing so, TC103 will
a) Organize or co-organize relevant workshops/symposiums/
conferences to encourage the exchange of ideas and
advances in computational geomechanics among academics
and practitioners. Specifically, the following conferences/
workshops have been tentatively identified as the occasions
that special sessions and/or mini-symposiums will be
planned under the name of ISSMGE TC103
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 9th International Workshop on Bifurcation and Degradation in Geomaterials (IWBDG 2011), May 23-26 2011,
Porquerolles, France (Task leader: Prof. François Nicot)
 The 14th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics
and Geotechnical Engineering (14th ARC 2011), May 2327, 2011, Hong Kong, China (Task leader: Dr. Jonny
Cheuk)
 11th International Symposium on Landslides/2nd North
American Symposium on Landslides, June 3-8 2012,
Banff, Alberta, Canada (Task leaders: Prof. Richard Wan/
Prof François Nicot)
 3rd International Symposium on Computational Geomechanics (ComGeo III), 2013 (Task leaders: Prof
François Nicot/Prof. Richard Wan)
 18th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering: Academia & Practice of
Geotechnical Engineering, Sept 1-5 2013, Paris, France
b) Encourage preparation of keynote lectures, introductory
lectures from TC103 on latest developments and new trends
on numerical methods with an emphasis on geomechanics.
In particular,
 We shall encourage all our members to take every chance
to promote the use of advanced computational methods
for geotechnical applications at international and regional
conferences and workshops
 Most executive members as well members recommended
from regional societies of TC103 are reputable experts in
their specific research areas within a broad field of
computational geomechanics. We are confident that many
of them will be invited from time to time by various international/regional conferences to deliver keynote lectures,
to teach for various workshop/summer schools and to
provide various technical inputs on practical problems.
These activities will be clearly documented in our newsletter as well as annual report.
 Meanwhile, TC103 will also recommend appropriate
candidates from among our TC members to give these
speeches on occasions that we deem suitable, especially
those events organized by the overlapping organization as
will be listed in Objective 3.
 TC103 will also organize special issue publications in
some prestigious journals on thematic topics.
c) Develop various schemes to draw the active participation of
broad ISSMGE members. Typical examples of these include online survey of typical software packages used for
their research/work, challenging problems/difficulties they
have encountered or are facing in their daily work of
numerical analysis. Benchmark test competitions will also
be planned for all interested members to participate to test
the performance of their own packing/numerical schemes
on solving the same problem.
Objective 2:
TC103 will endeavour to provide full support for various international/regional conferences relevant to ISSMGE, to help on
organizing special sessions, calling for papers, recommending
keynote speakers, offering help on reviewing papers and on
seeking suitable sponsors. All members of TC103 will be
highly encouraged to contribute to these events and to present
their latest research developments on numerical modelling in
geomechanics. Specifically, we tentatively propose the following thematic sessions be organized at the various conferences.
 A TC103 special session on "The Behavior of Material
Instabilities at Various Scales for Geomaterials" at the 9th
IWBDG (2010) (Task leader: Prof. François Nicot)
 Two parallel sessions for the upcoming 14th ARC-SMGE
(2010)-Hong Kong: one on recent progress in computational

geomechanics and the other on the current practice and issues
of numerical methods for engineering. (Task leader: Dr.
Jonny Cheuk)
 A session (to be confirmed) for the 11th International Symposium on Landslides/2nd North American Symposium on
Landslides, 2012, Canada (Task leader: Prof. Richard Wan/
Prof. François Nicot)
 A special session in 3rd International Symposium on Computational Geomechanics (ComGeo III), 2013 (Task leaders:
Prof François Nicot/Prof. Richard Wan)
 TC103 Mini-symposium on "Challenges and Opportunities in
Computational Geomechanics" for the 18th ISSMGE Conference (2013)- France
TC103 will also organize special issues of thematic publications in such journals as Int. J. Analy. Numer. Meth. Geom.,
Soils and Foundations and Computers and Geotechnics, as
well as the ISSMGE International Journal of Geoengineering
Case Histories if deemed as appropriate. Contribution to
these special issues will be based on invitation and/or in
connection with some of the above special conference sessions.
Objective 3:
TC103 will actively seek every opportunity to interact with
geotechnical industry as well as other organization/society
relevant to computational geomechanics. Specifically:
a) We shall encourage all regional societies to recommend
experienced practicing engineering to join our technical
committee. We shall also encourage them to organize various sessions with practice-oriented topics and discussion
sessions with academics involved. For example, in Hong
Kong area, we shall call for members from the Hong Kong
Institute of Engineers (HKIE) to join our TC, through
whom we shall regularly circulate conference/workshop/
seminar information to major consulting firms such as Ove
Arup, AECOM, Scott Wilson, governmental offices such
as GEO and contractors.
b) TC103 tentatively identities the following technical
committees of ISSMGE and other societies as potential
overlapping working bodies to interact with:
 TC105 Geomechanics from Micro to Macro of ISSMGE: the wide-spreading use of Discrete Element
Method for TC105 could offer invaluable information
for constitutive modelling of geomaterials at the continuum level and help to shed light on the microscopic
mechanisms on various interesting phenomena such as
strain localization, liquefaction and progressive failure.
If possible, joint sessions can be proposed on suitable
occasions between TC103 and TC105.
 TC203 Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and
Associated Problems of ISSMGE: The earth appears to
enter another seismic active period and our memory is
still fresh on the extreme disasters several recent major
earthquakes have caused. Computational intensive tools
have been developed to evaluate the occurrence probability potential consequence of earthquake at many
locations of the world. We shall work closely with our
colleagues in TC203 on the recently findings by them
and from our TC103 and seek chances to interact with
them on such occasions as regional and international
annual earthquake conferences.
 TC106 Unsaturated Soils of ISSMGE: The understanding of unsaturated soil behaviour remains a difficult
topic. One active research area in unsaturated soil is to
develop suitable constitutive models to describe the soil
behaviour and to implement them in numerical codes
such as Finite Element Method for practical predictions.
As the latter falls precisely to our main themes and
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TC103 and TC106 could hereby build an area of
common interest. Interaction between TC103 and
TC106 could present in forms of joint workshops and
conference sessions.
 TC208 Stability of Natural Slopes of ISSMGE: Analysis and prediction of stability of natural slopes are a
difficult task for both academics and practicing engineers. In this regard, numerical methods have obvious
advantage over many other methods in dealing with the
complex boundary conditions such as rainfall infiltration/slope surface runoff/surface soil evaporation/

ground water flow and fluctuation and heterogeneous
soil properties. TC103 will encourage our members to
pay more attention on this topic and to exchange findings with colleagues from TC208 regularly.
 ASCE Geotechnical Branch and ASME Geomechanics
Committee: The Chair of TC103 is meanwhile the
Chair of ASME Geomechanics Committee. He would
then be able to call for join conferences/workshop at
appropriate times to work on topics that are interesting
to peoples from both societies.
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC104 - PHYSICAL MODELLING
PHYSICAL MODELLING IN GEOTECHNICS
Date: 16/05/2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Christophe Gaudin
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Christophe Gaudin
Andy Take
Dave White

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
YES
In addition the TC will host his own website, replacing the
version established in 2006. The website is expected to be
online by the end of June. Jonathan Black (Sheffield University) is the webmaster.

Work task
Scaling law
catalogue

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Adam Bezuijen
Updated scaling law catalogue to be delivered ICPMG2014
Centrifuge
Jan Laue & Dan Wilson
technology
Develop alternative pore pressure transsustainability
ducer for centrifuge application -End 2012
Centrifuge for
Bernardo Caicedo
teaching
Develop miniature teaching centrifuge &
associated teaching material-ICPMG2014
Industry Aware- Ryan Philips
ness
Develop best practice guide for interaction
with industry ICPMG2014
Regional work- BVS Viswanadham
shop and confer- Establish and secure regional workshop
ences
and conference
Communication Bruce Kutter
Dissemination
Promote physical modelling, interact with
other TC, disseminate information
1g physical
Andy take
modelling
Develop interaction between 1g and centrifuge modellers

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- The European Symposium on Centrifuge Modelling series was initiated as a quadrennial event in 2008 and hosting of the 2012 event has been secured. The second Eurofuge will take place in Delft (Netherlands) the 23-24 April
2012. The symposium will continue to take place every four
years.
- Following the same format, the first Asiafuge will take
place in November 2012 in Goa (India).
- Two special Physical Modelling sessions entitled "Roles
and influences of physical modelling on state of the art
and practice of geotechnical engineering" and "Roles and
influences of physical modelling on state of the art and
practice of geotechnical earthquake engineering" will be
held during GeoCongress 2012. The second session is cosponsored with the TC on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering.
- Preparations of the 8th International Conference on Physical Modelling in Geotechnics, to be held in Perth in January 2014 have started.

5. Please list the work task(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).
Progress
Future plans
Working group constituted
First draft to be ready for review
Section of the catalogue to be mid 2012
updated identified
Contacts have been establiFirst prototype to be tested by the
shed with a Swiss company
end of 2011
and new design established
Working group constituted
Review of drawing and resources
Mechanical drawing in promid 2012
gress
Template developed
Finalise template and circulate by
end of 2011
Hosting of Eurofuge and
Asiafuge has been secured.
Both are to be held in 2012
Special Physical Modelling
sessions at Geocongress 2012
Website upgrade in progress
Contact established with 1g
modellers

Promote the two symposiums to the
geotechnical community
Website on line by July 2011. First
newsletter to be issued in July 2011
Working group to be finalized
Clarify definition of 1g modelling
(as opposed to testing)

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country (adjust table as needed).
The information on the ISSMGE website is up to date (http://www.issmge.org/web/page.aspx?refid=667)
Name
Function
e-mail address
Country
Christophe Gaudin
Chair
gaudin@civil.uwa.edu.au
Australia
Andy Take
Vice-chair
andy.take@civil.queensu.ca
Canada
Dave White
Secretary
white@civil.uwa.edu.au
Australia
Colin Leung
Member of Executive
cvelcf@nus.edu.sg
Singapore
Osamu Kusakube
Member of Executive
kusakabe@cv.titech.ac.jp
Japan
Bruce Kutter
Member of Executive
blkutter@ucdavis.edu
USA
Ryan Phillips
Member of Executive
ryan.phillips@c-core.ca
Canada
Adam Bezuijen
Member of Executive
Adam.bezuijen@deltares.nl
Netherlands
Bernardo Caicedo
Member of Executive
bcaicedo@uniandes.edu.co
Colombia
Jan Laue
Member of Executive
jan.laue@igt.baug.ethz.ch
Switzerland
Ma Xianfeng
Member of Executive
xf.ma@tongji.edu.cn
China
Member
See ISSMGE website
Christophe Gaudin
Corresponding member
gaudin@civil.uwa.edu.au
Australia
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC105 - GEO-MECHANICS
GEO-MECHANICS FROM MICRO TO MACRO
Date:-14 June 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: -MASAYUKI HYODO
Chair:

Malcolm D. Bolton (until October 2010),
Masayuki Hyodo (from October 2010)
Vice-Chair: Mingjing Jiang (from October 2010)
Secretary: Masayuki Hyodo (until October 2010),
Kenichi Soga (from October 2010)
1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

YES

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

NO

Work task
IS-Cambridge

Responsible/deadline/
deliverable
Soga/2014

If not, please describe the target date for the revision.
Target date: July 31, 2011
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
January 2010: A short course on DEM theory and practice.
(Organisers: Japan National Committee for TC35).
- 12-14 October 2010: IS-Shanghai, International Symposium on Geomechanics and Geotechnics from Micro to
Macro, Tongji University, Shanghai China, (Organiser:
Professor Mingjing Jiang)
- May and June 2010: Geotechnique Special Issue(s)
Mechanics at Grain Scale (Editorial Chair Dr. B. Baudet).
Eighteen full papers and selected papers were presented
for discussion at IS-Shanhai.
- 14-15 December 2010: 7th UK Travelling Workshop,
Cambridge. (Organiser Prof. M.D. Bolton)
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).
Progress

Future plans

As a goal for the current TC105,
this symposium will be held in
2014
Methane Hydrate Workshop
Hyodo/Soga/Santamarina The first workshop was held The workshop will be held once a
in Georgia Tech in Dec. 2010 year.
Bio-soil interaction workshop
Soga/2011
Will be held in September
2011 at Cambridge
Homogenisation workshop
Einav/2012
Einav will visit Cambridge in late
2011 to discuss about the progress
TC105 session at Paris Conference Viggiani/2013
During 13th ICSMFE Paris, TC
session will be held
Webpage creation
McDowell/Hyodo
Develop DEM textbook
Nakata/Jiang/McDowell
Round robin test on DEM code
Viggiani
Development State of
art report on homogenization
Einov/Soga
techniques
Develop education materials to
Coop/Bardet
promote macro-micro soil
mechanics
ASCE Granular Material Commit- Guttierez
tee
ALERT (Europ)
Viggiani
GM3 (UK)
McDowell
National research committee
Hyodo/Nakata
(Japan)
National research committee
Jiang
(China)
National research committee
Cho
(Korea)
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Masayuki Hyodo
Mingjing Jiang
Kenichi Soga
Carlos Santamarina
Marte Gutierrez
Mathew Coop
Glenn McDowell
Beatrice Baudet
Cino Viggiani

Function
Chair
Vice-chair
Secretary
Executive member
Executive member
Executive member
Executive member
Executive member
Executive member

e-mail address
hyodo@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp
mingjing.jiang@mail.tongji.edu.cn
ks207@cam.ac.uk
jcs@gatech.edu
mgutierr@mines.edu
mrcoop@cityu.edu.hk
Glenn.Mcdowell@nottingham.ac.uk
b.baudet@ucl.ac.uk
cino.viggiani@hmg.inpg.fr

Country
Japan
China
UK
USA
USA
Hong Kong
UK
Hong Kong
France
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Name
Gye-Chun Cho
Itai Einav
Charlier, Robert
Dijkstra, Jelke
Gens, Antonio
Herle, Ivo
Hettler, Achim
Łydżba, Dariusz
Mir Ghasemi, Ali Asghar
Muir Wood, David
Nakata, Yukio
O'Neill, Mark
Schanz, Tom
Scharle, Peter
Unaibaev, B.Zh.
Verbrugge, J.-C.
Wang, Y.H.
Zhao, Jidon
Orense Rolando
Hackmet, Joer
Noriyuki Yasufuku

Function
Executive member
Executive member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

e-mail address
gyechun@kaist.edu
itai.einav@sydney.edu.au
robert.charlier@ulg.ac.be
j.dijkstra@tudelft.nl
antonio.gens@upc.edu
Ivo.Herle@mailbox.tu-dresden.de
achim.hettler@uni-dortmund.de
dariusz.lydzba@pwr.wroc.pl
aghasemi@ut.ac.ir
d.muir-wood@bristol.ac.uk
nakata@yamaguchi-u.ac.jp
Mark.O’Neill@scottwilson.com
tom.schanz@ruhr-uni-bochum.de
u-danik@rambler.ru
jverbrug@ulb.ac.be
ceyhwang@ust.hk
jzhao@ust.hk
r.orense@auckland.ac.nz
hackmetj@ag.com.au
yasufuku@civil.kyushu-u.ac.jp

Country
Korea
Australia
Belgium
Netherlands
Spain
Czech & Slovak Republics
Germany
Poland
Iran
UK
Japan
UK
Germany
Hungary
Kazakhstan
Belgium
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
New Zealand
Australia
Japan
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC106 - UNSATURATED SOILS
UNSATURATED SOILS
Date: May 31, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: E. Alonso, P. Delage and G. Miller
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Eduardo Alonso
Pierre Delage
Gerald Miller

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
NO
This is posted on the web page. We will send it out as an
attachment with our next communication to the committee
(early June).
2. Are any TC members not responsive?
Not sure about this. Generally communication is one-way
for most members, unless they are actively planning an
event. We are in the process of reviewing the membership
list as mentioned below. This will become more apparent in
future months.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
A couple of corrections are required for the membership list.
Note: the attached membership list is up to date (corrections
are shown in yellow). There was one name on the member
list that was a TOC selection that we were unsure of. The
name was "R. Rajardo" and no affiliation or contact information was given. Earlier documents indicated "R.
Rajardo" was a member of SEAGS and from Singapore.
We assumed this was supposed to be "H. Rahardjo" from
Singapore (in yellow below). Please let us know if this is
correct. If not please send the complete contact information.
Work task

Upcoming events include:
- 5th AP-UNSAT (Asian-Pacific Conference on Unsaturated
Soils), November 14-16, 2011 in Pattaya, Thailand
(http://www.unsat.eng.ku.ac.th/)
- 2nd E-UNSAT (European Conference on Unsaturated
Soils), June 20-22, 2012 in Napoli, Italy
(http://eunsat2012.mgmcongress.org/)
- 1st PanAm UNSAT (Pan-American Conference on Unsaturated Soils) – In the planning stages.
- 6th UNSAT 2014 (International Conference on Unsaturated
Soils) - July 2014 – Brisbane, Australia.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Responsible/deadline/deliverable

Generally, we don’t assign and manage specific tasks to
this amount of detail. Members generally volunteer to
complete specific activities (e.g. conference planning) and
we assist to ensure successful outcomes. Most members
are active in unsaturated soil research and good ambassadors in the promotion of unsaturated soil research and
practice in their own countries and abroad. Our main
activities include promotion of unsaturated soil mechanics
through conferences and publications. Our members have
a history of developing and hosting successful conferences
including the recurring international UNSAT series (just
held the 5th in Barcelona, 6th to be held in Brisbane,
Australia), European E-UNSAT series (1st in Durham in
2008, 2nd in Napoli in 2012) and the AP-UNSAT series
(most recent was in Newcastle, Australia in 2009, 5th will
First Name
Eduardo
Pierre
Gerald
Antonio
Cristina
David
Simon
D.G.
Seung-Rae
Harianto

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
A list of TC106 activities can be found in our December
2009 committee report for the period 2005-2009. Some of
our more recently completed activities include:
- 17th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering, September 2009, in
Alexandria, Egypt. TC6 organized a workshop titled
"Applications of Unsaturated Soil Mechanics in
Geotechnical Engineering". The workshop included presentations by nine distinguished TC6 committee members
focusing on case histories and practical applications.
- International Symposium on Unsaturated Soil Mechanics
and Deep Geological Nuclear Waste Disposal (UNSATWASTE 2009), Geotechnical and Geoenvironmental
Issues, August 2009, in Shanghai, China
- 4th Asia-Pacific Conference on Unsaturated Soils (APUNSAT), November 2009, in Newcastle, Australia
- 5th International Conference on Unsaturated Soils
(UNSAT 2010), September 2010, in Barcelona, Spain

Last Name
Alonso
Delage
Miller
Gens
Jommi
Toll
Wheeler
Fredlund
Lee
Rahardjo

Function
Chair
Vice chair
Secretary
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

Progress

Future plans

be held in 2011 in Pattaya, Thailand). A new series will be
launched in the near future, the Pan-American UNSAT
series. We are also active at regional and international
conferences and our members are often featured speakers
at such events. For examples, at the last ISSMGE conference in Alexandria in 2009, we offered a successful workshop on unsaturated soil mechanics featuring high profile
members of our committee. There is no shortage of individual members who volunteer for these activities – in fact
for most of recurring conferences member representatives
from various countries submit proposals to our committee
requiring an internal vote to finalize venue selection.
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country

E-mail
eduardo.alonso@upc.edu
delage@cermes.enpc.fr
gamiller@ou.edu
antonio.gens@upc.edu
cristina.jommi@polimi.it
d.g.toll@durham.ac.uk
s.wheeler@civil.gla.ac.uk
Del_Fredlund@golder.com
srlee@kaist.ac.kr
chrahardjo@ntu.edu.sg

Spain
France
USA
Spain
Italy
UK
UK
Canada
Korea
Singapore

Country
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First Name
Michael
Huriye
Donald
Rafaela
Arnaldo
Pfander
Roberto
Geoff
Robert
Yu Jun
K.
Ghassem
Sandra
Atsushi
Emoke
Suhail Idriss
Claudio
Fernando A. Medeiros
David
Farimah
Oscar
Edward
Emanuel Maranha das
Luciano
E.E.
Seong-Wan
Tom
Daichao
Giuseppe
Sarah
S
H.W.
Hirofumi
Peter
Sai
Orencio Monje
Changfu
Liantong

Last Name
Bardanis
Bilsel
Cameron
Cardoso
Carrillo
Cazar
Centeno
Chao
Charlier
Cui
Garbulewski
Habibagahi
Houston
Iizuka
Imre
Khattab
Mancuso
Marinho
Mašín
Masrouri
Mooijman
Murray
Neves
Oldecop
Orasaly
Park
Schanz
Sheng
Sorbino
Springman
Sreedeep
Sun
Toyota
van Impe
Vanapalli
Vilar
Wei
Zhan

Function
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

E-mail
mbardanis@edafos.gr
huriye.bilsel@emu.edu.tr
donald.cameron@unisa.edu.au
rafaela@civil.ist.utl.pt
acsac01@speedy.com.pe
pfandercazar@andinanet.net
centenow@cantv.net
gchao@enganalytics.com
robert.charlier@ulg.ac.be
cui@cermes.enpc.fr
kazimierz_garbulewski@sggw.pl
habibg@shirazu.ac.ir
sandra.houston@asu.edu
iizuka@kobe-u.ac.jp
imreemok@hotmail.com
suhailkhattab@yahoo.com
mancuso@unina.it
fmarinho@usp.br
masin@natur.cuni.cz
farimah.masrouri@ensg.inpl-nancy.fr
o.mooijman@royalhaskoning.com
ted@murrayrix.co.uk
emn@civil.ist.utl.pt
oldecop@unsj.edu.ar
eorazaly@mail.ru
spark@dankook.ac.kr
tom.schanz@ruhr-uni-bochum.de
Daichao.Sheng@newcastle.edu.au
g.sorbino@unisa.it
sarah.springman@igt.baug.ethz.ch
srees@iitg.ernet.in
hwsun@cedd.gov.hk
toyota@vos.nagaokaut.ac.jp
Peter.VanImpe@AGE-be.net
Sai.Vanapalli@uottawa.ca
orencio@sc.usp.br
cfwei@whrsm.ac.cn
zhanlt@zju.edu.cn

TERMS OF REFERENCE (TC106)
As Accepted at the TC6 Meeting May 7, 2003, London,
England. Updated January 2006 to reflect changes in ISSMGE
Committees.

Country
Greece
Turkey
Australia
Portugal
Peru
Ecuador
Venezuela
USA
Belgium
France
Poland
Iran
USA
Japan
Hungary
Iraq
Italy
Brazil
Czech & Slovak Republics
France
Netherlands
UK
Portugal
Argentina
Kazakhstan
Korea
Germany
Australia
Italy
Switzerland
India
Hong Kong
Japan
Belgium
Canada
Brazil
China
China

4.

To promote benchmark exercises to establish the capabilities of current theoretical frameworks and prediction
methodologies in unsaturated soil mechanics.

1.

To promote cooperation and exchange of knowledge in the
area of mechanics of unsaturated soils including, as examples, expansive, collapsible, residual, arid and compacted
soils and its relevance to the solution of engineering problems.

5.

To promote TC6-sponsored sessions on unsaturated soils
at ISSMGE sponsored international and regional conferences on soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering and
to support special geotechnical and geoenvironmental
conferences on unsaturated soils.

2.

To promote the exchange of information about testing of
unsaturated soils for geotechnical and geoenvironmental
purposes.

6.

3.

To participate actively in the technical program of the next
International Conference on Unsaturated Soils.

To cooperate actively with other technical committees
whose field of activity involves important questions related to unsaturated soils, for example, TC5 on Environmental Geotechnics and JTC1 on Landslides.
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC107 - LATERITIC SOILS
LATERITES AND LATERITIC SOILS
Date: -21 May 2011Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: -S.I.K. Ampadu
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- We plan to hold our first physical meeting at the 15 th
African Regional Conference in Maputo in July 2011

S.I.K. Ampadu
--Kabeya Kany

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

YES

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Work task
 To produce a list and copies of available guidelines, standards, codes in soil
mechanics and those in languages other than English to propose how to have it
translated
 To produce a list of organizations working in laterites and lateritic soils
 To liaise with organizers of 15th African Regional Conference in Maputo and
organize a TC107 Meeting in Maputo in July 2011
 To promote the Key Note lecture by Dr. M.D. Gidigasu at the 15th AfRC as a
TC107 Activity
 To propose other forthcoming conferences that can be used for dissemination

Responsible/deadline/ Progress
deliverable
Luciano Decourt
NA
Philipe Reiffsteck
Celestina Allotey
Souley Harouna
Gianni Gulla
An-Bing-Huang
NA
Marcos Masso Futai
Kabeya Kany
Kofi Ampadu

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country.
Name
Function
e-mail address
S.I.K. Ampadu
Chair
sikampadu@yahoo.co.uk
An-Bin Huang
Task Force leader
abhuang@mail.nctu.edu.tw
Celestina Allotey
Member
celeafia@yahoo.com
Luciano Decourt
Task force leader
decourt@decourt.com.br
Marcos Massao Futai
Member
futai@usp.br
Souley Harouna
Member
sh_sultanother@yahoo.fr
Kabeya Kany Kanankoji
Corresponding member
kany.kabeya@jmksanctuary.co.za
Philippe Reiffsteck
Member
philippe.reiffsteck@lcpc.fr
Gianni Gulla
Member
gulla@irpi.cnr.it

Future
plans
Meeting at
15th AfRC in
Maputo
Meeting at
15AFRC in
Maputo

Country
Ghana
SEAGS
Ghana
Brazil
Brazil
CTGA
South Africa
France
Italy
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC201 - DYKES AND LEVEES
GEOTECHNICAL ASPECTS OF DYKES AND LEVEES,
SHORE PROTECTION AND LAND RECLAMATION
Geotechnical Aspects of Dykes and Levees, Shore Protection and Land Reclamation - Newsletter April 2011
This is the first newsletter of the ISSMGE Technical Committee 201: geotechnical aspects of dykes and levees, shore protection and land reclamation. The intention of the newsletter is to
keep all members informed on coming activities of our TC.
Hopefully, this newsletter helps to improve the interaction and
cooperation between the TC members.
This edition is focused on the meetings we are planning, Delft
May 23rd 2011, Rostock May 31st 2012 and Paris September 1st
2013. Besides the meetings we would like to draw your attention to the table in section 6. The idea is that each member fills
out his/her main topics of interest (max 5 words) for the coming
years. In this way we intend to make an overview on who is
doing what and to see where links and common activities are
possible.
Meindert Van (Chairman TC201)
Cor Zwanenburg (Secretary TC201)
1.

Terms Of Reference

During the coming Delft meeting we hope to update the Terms
of Reference for TC201. For now, the terms of reference are
stated as follows:
1. discussion state of the art and developing the science and
engineering in order to increase fundamental understanding
and modelling of strength, deformation and erosion behaviour of soils and failure processes of dikes, dunes, (underwater) dams, reclaimed land, man-made islands and ports in
river and coastal zone.
2. contributions to the international congresses of the society
to increase the quality of design by including experience,
such as large scale tests, case histories, failures, measurements, simulations and artificial knowledge
3. encouraging international collaboration of experts in multidisciplinary developments of new techniques for constructing and maintaining safe and reliable protection works
4. producing technical reports and encouraging international
training and meeting in this research field and exchange
experience and ideas on improving communication to other
researchers, public and politics for more alertness and
awareness
2 Meeting Delft May 23rd 2011
The first meeting of TC201 will be held in Delft on May 23 rd.
The meeting is attached to the international course Understanding Dike Safety which will be held from May 24 th to May
27th. The international course is one of the TC activities started
in the previous period and is further explained in section 3.
The main focus of the first TC meeting is getting to know each
other. Once we have a good impression of each other’s work
field we can detect possible common activities. In the programme of the meeting, see below, we reserved 20 minutes for
each attendant to explain the ongoing (building) projects or
research in his/her country and institute.
The meeting will be held at Deltares, location Stieltjesweg 2 in
Delft. How to reach the location is explained by

http://www.deltares.nl/en/contact. Please Note that Deltares has
two locations In Delft. The meeting will be held at the location
Stieltjesweg. The following programme is suggested:
10:00 10:30 coffee
10:30 10:45 Opening/introduction by Meindert Van
10:45 12:00 research activities/interest by chairman and
secretary
12:00 13:00 Lunch
13:00 14:00 research activities/interest by 3 attendants
14:00 14:15 break
14:15 15:15 research activities/interest by 3 attendants
15:15 15:30 break
15:30 16:30 research activities/interest by 3 attendants
16:30 16:45 break
16:45 17:30 wrap up; finalizing ToR and plans for the future
17:30 18:00 any other business
18:00 …
drinks
3. International course Understanding Dike safety
From May 24th to May 27th the international course Understanding Dike Safety will be held in Delft. The course is one of
the TC activities started in the previous period and has been
held successfully on a yearly basis since 2007. More information on the course can be found on http://www.deltares.nl/en/
cursus/205905/understanding-dike-safety. It should be noted
that people who are interested can still attend the course. The
above link describes how to register. The course programme is
also presented by the above given link.
4. Meeting at the Baltic Sea Conference 2012.
The 2nd committee meeting is planned during the Baltic Sea
Conference, Rostock Germany, May 31st to June 2nd 2012. Note
that the date for submission of papers has expired. We hope that
we get the opportunity to fill a session with TC201 related
topics during the conference. More information is found on
http://www.12bsgc.de/.
5. Meeting at the international soil mechanics conference in
Paris 2013
The 3rd committee meeting will be held during the 18th International Conference on Soil mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Paris, 1-5 September 2013. A website with information
is
6. Fields of interest
The table below gives the present members, their e-mail
addresses and their fields of interest. For most members the
column "fields of interest" is still empty. The idea is that you all
provide the secretary in maximum 5 words the topics you will
be working on for the next 5 years. When we all know each
other’s current field or nearby future field of interest it should
be more easy to find common activities
Van Meindert.van@deltares.nl
Cor Zwanenburg Cor.zwanenburg@deltares.nl
Hang-Seok Choi hchoi2@korea.ac.kr
M.K. Sharp michael.k.sharp@usace.army.mil
Yuan Wang wangyuan@hhu.edu.cn
Yoichi Watabe watabe@ipc.pari.go.jp
Tarek Abdoun abdout@rpi.edu
Martin Achmus achmus@igbe.uni-hannover.de
Enrique Asanza easanza@cedex.es
R.K. Basilov bruslank@mail.ru
Jian Chu CJCHU@ntu.edu.sg
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Simonetta Cola simonetta.cola@unipd.it
Suraj de Silva suraj.desilva@aecom.com
Leen De Vos leen.devos@mow.vlaanderen.be
Robert Hutchison hutch-1@sky.com
M. Karthikeyan karthi@surbana.com
Arjen Kort arjen.kort@ngi.no
Hanlong Liu hliu@hhu.edu.cn
Patricia Lopez Acosta nlopeza@iingen.unam.mx
Kenichi Maeda maeda.kenichi@nitech.ac.jp
Patrick Menge menge.patrick@deme.be
Laszlo Nagy lacinagy@mail.bme.hu
A.H. Nooy van der
Kolff a.h.nooyvanderkolff@boskalis.nl
Fernando Núñez fenl64@hotmail.com
Malisa Pardini malisa.pardini@gmail.com

Dan Peluso danpeluso@yahool.com
Martin Pohl Martin.Pohl@baw.de
Bengt Rydell bengt.rydell@swedgeo.se
Philip Smith p.smith@royalhaskoning.com
Alessandro Tarantino tarantin@ing.unitn.it
J.A. Teeuw j.teeuw@teeuwgrondmechanica.nl
Seven Yau seven.yau@arup.com
7. Next Newsletter
The next newsletter will be send around at October 15th. Please
provide all available information to the secretary Cor
Zwanenburg, cor.zwanenburg@deltares.nl.

Volume 6 - Page 173

Volume 6 - Page 174

7. Modelling and Numerical Simulations
8. Design, Construction and Maintenance
9. Performance Evaluation and Quality Control
10. Sustainability of Management and Rehabilitation
11. Risk Assessment and Environmental Issues

ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC202 - TRANSPORTATION
TRANSPORTATION GEOTECHNICS
Date: 2011-05-31
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: A. Gomes Correia and Nobuyuki Yoshida
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Please see the webpage at
http://congress.coop.hokudai.ac.jp/tc202conference/

A. Gomes Correia
--Nobuyuki Yoshida

(ii)

Please also fill in the information sheet on page and please
append your Terms of References. (Just refer to the ISSMGE
website if the information can be found there).
http://www.issmge.org/web/page.aspx?refid=665
1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

YES

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
Reported above and at TC202 web page. More detail about TF
6. 2nd International Conference on Transportation Geotechnics
(2nd ICTG), Hokkaido, Japan, 10th to 12th September Feil!
Hyperkoblingsreferansen er ugyldig. Organized by Japanese
Geotechnical Society, under the auspices of ISSMGE, with the
support of Geo-Institute of ASCE, TRB, IGS from abroad. Cosponsored by twelve Japanese academies and organizations.
(i)

Themes:
The major themes of 2nd ICTG are as follows:
1. Geotechnics for Pavement, Rail Track and Airfield
2. Geomaterial, including Nontraditional Materials
3. Asphalt Mixtures and Hydraulically-bound Materials
4. Earthworks for Transportation Facilities
5. Application of Geosynthetics
6. Laboratory Testing and In-situ Testing

Start with a named lecture in to honour an eminent
geotechnical engineer in the TC202 field: 2nd ICTG Local
Organizing Committee has not discussed this assignment
so far.

(iii) Workshops before or after the Conference: The following
three workshops are planned;
1.Intelligent Compaction Technologies in cooperation
with TF3.
2.Challenges for Transportation Geotechnics in Extreme
Climates in cooperation with TC216 Frost Geotechnics.
3.Geotechnical Challenges in Rail Track and its Transitional Zones in cooperation with TF4.
The workshops will be held at the day before the 2 nd
ICTG (September 9, 2012), which is free of charge to
conference participants.
(iv) Proceedings of 2nd ICTG and special issue of Soils and
Foundations JGS Journal:
1.The conference proceedings with CDROM or USB will
be published on September, 2012. The conference proceedings include all the accepted papers, subjected to
the peer reviewing process of local organizing committee.
2. A limited number of selected papers can be considered
for publications in the special issue of Soils and Foundations, subjected to the usual peer-reviewing process
set out by the JGS editorial committee. The special
issue will be published on June, 2013.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)
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FUTURE PLANS: are according schedule plan and deliverables of TC202

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country:
See TC202 web page:

http://www.webforum.com/tc3/home/index.asp?sid=598&mid=1
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC203 - EARTHQUAKE
EARTHQUAKE GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING AND
ASSOCIATED PROBLEMS

- Second International Conference on Performance-Based
Design In Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, Conference Centre, TAORMINA (ITALY), May 28-30, 2012.
- The International Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering From Case History to Practice In honour
of Prof. Kenji Ishihara, Luxor - Aswan, Egypt, 2325.1.2012.
- Sixth International Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering (6ICEGE), Christchurch, New Zealand,
September, 2015.

Date: May 30, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: K. Pitilakis and A. Anastasiadis
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Kyriazis Pitilakis
Ross Boulanger
Anastasios Anastasiadis

Other activities (workshops) are under discussion.

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive? See below.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

NO

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- Fifth International Conference on Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering, January 2011, 10-13, Santiago, Chile.

5. Please list the work assigned to TC members and comment
on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant,
target, deadline and deliverables.
The following table presents the initial Working Group
compositions as decided in Santiago Chile. Coordinators
should submit on May 2011 their final composition, together with a tentative working plan. In the table you may
find the progress until now (May 2011). We are expecting
their feedback in the coming week. On May 2012 during
the TC203 Second PBD conference in Taormina-Italy the
first evaluation of the actions will be presented and updated
if necessary.

Working Group
Working Group: Prize for Young Researchers

Coordinator and membership
E. Rathje, A. Ansal, G. Gazetas,
I. Towhata, M. Pender

WG: Performance Based Design in Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering
WG: Liquefaction and associated phenomena
WG: Site characterization, Site Effects and
Design ground motion
WG: Large Scale Facilities in Geotechnical
Earthquake Engineering:
WG: Numerical and physical procedures:

St. Kramer, J. Bray, M. Maugeri

Progress
First draft submitted
and it is under
discussion for
finalization

Future plans
To release the call
for candidatures
in few months

Still expected

Not submitted

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

>>

R. Boulanger, M. Cubrinovski, K. Cettin
R. Paolucci, E. Rathje
A. Elgamal, I. Towhata

S. Yasuda, G. Gazetas, S. Kontoe, N.
Yoshida, R. Uzuoka
WG: Seismic codes
A. Pecker, I. Towhata, G. Bouckovalas
WG: Soil Structure Interaction
K. Tokimatsu, G. Gazetas, J-F Semblat,
Ch. Vrettos
WG: Links between research-academia and
J. Bray, Pedro e Seco Pinto, R.
profession:
Boulanger, E. Rathje, M. Cubrinovski,
A. Ansal, F. Silvestri, G.
Athanasopoulos, K. Pitilakis
WG: Links between TC and construction
J. Pappin, B. Ghosh, A. Pecker, A.
industry:
Kaynia, A. Uzdin, L. Wang, S. Yasuda
WG: Collaboration with other TCs:
S. Yasuda, G. Athanasopoulos,
E. Rathje, F. Silvestri, A. Anastasiadis
Sub-Committee for the publication by JGS of S. Yasuda, T. Kokusho, I. Towhata.
the manuals: "Manuals on Site Investigation,
Model Tests and Numerical Analysis for
Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering".
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Title
Role
Name
email
Professor
TC Chair
Kyriazis Pitilakis
kpitilak@civil.auth.gr
Professor
Vice Chair
Ross Boulanger
rwboulanger@ucdavis.edu
Lecturer
Secretary
Anastasios Anastasiadis
anas@civil.auth.gr
1 Professor
Member
Atilla Ansal
ansal@boun.edu.tr
2 Professor
Member
M.U. Ashimbaev
milanbi@mail.ru
3 Professor
Member
George Athanassopoulos
gaa@upatras.gr
4 Mr
Member
Mehdi Bahrakazemi
Mehdi.bahrekazemi@ncc.se
5 Prof.
Member
Arnaldo Barchiesi
abarchi@uncu.edu.ar

>>

Country
Greece
USA
Greece
Turkey
Kazakhstan
Greece
Sweden
Argentina
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6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60

Title
Dr.
Professor
Professor
Ing.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Assoc. Prof.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Ing.
Dr
Assist.Prof.
Professor
Prof.
Dr.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Lecturer
Assist.Prof.
Dr.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Lecturer
Dr.
Assist. Prof.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Assoc.Prof.
Professor
Professor
Professor
Ing.
Professor
Dr.
Assoc.Prof.
Professor
Dr
Professor
Professor
Dr.
Professor
Professor
Professor

Assoc.Prof.
Professor
Professor

Role
Member
Member (1)
Member (4)
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member (1)
Member
Member (3)
Member (2)
Member (3)
Member
Member
Member
Member (2)
Member (2)
Member (1)
Member
Member
Member (2)
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member (3)
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member (2)
Member (3)
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member (4)
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member (1)
Member

Name
Zbigniew Bednarczyk
George Bouckovalas
Jonathan Bray
Jan Willem Brouwer
Kemal Onder Cetin
Deepankar Choudhury
Paulo Coelho
Misko Cubrinovski
Heriberto Echezuria
Ahmed Elgamal
Liam Finn
George Gazetas
Bidjan Ghahreman
Barnali Ghosh
Rui Carrilho Gomes
Izzat Idriss
Kenzi Ishihara
Jörgen Johansson
Alpañés, J. L. Justo
Amir M. Kaynia
Takaji Kokusho
Stavroula Kontoe
A. Murali Krishna
Nicolas Lambert
Jan Laue
Michele Maugeri
Mitsu Okamura
Roberto Paolucci
Achilleas Papadimitriou
Jack Pappin
Du Hee Park
Alain Pecker
Michael Pender
Pedro Seco Pinto
Elen Rathje
Richard Ray
Mohamed A. Sakr
Jean-Francois Semblat
Farzin Shahrokhi
Francesco Silvestri
Byung Woong Song
Waldemar Świdziński
Ikuo Towhata
David Turi
Alexander Uzdin
Ryosuke Uzuoka
Xavier Vera-Grunauer
Ramon Vertugo
Christos Vrettos
Lanmin Wang
Dharma Wijewickreme
V. Whenham
Jun Yang
Susumu Yasuda
Jian-Min Zhang

email
zbigniew.bednarczyk@igo.wroc.pl
gbouck@central.ntua.gr
bray@ce.berkeley.edu
JBrouwer@vwsg.nl
onder@ce.metu.edu.tr
dc@civil.iitb.ac.in
pac@dec.uc.pt
misko.cubrinovski@canterbury.ac.nz
nch12751@yahoo.com
elgamal@ucsd.edu
finn@civil.ubc.ca
gazetas@ath.forthnet.gr
bidjan7@hotmail.com
barnali.ghosh@arup.com
ruigomes@civil.ist.utl.pt
imidriss@aol.com
ishihara.kenji@kiso.co.jp
jjo@ngi.no, Jorgen.Johansson@ngi.no
jlj@us.es
amk@ngi.no
kokusho@civil.chuo-u.ac.jp
stavroula.kontoe@imperial.ac.uk
amurali@iitg.ernet.in
nicolas.lambert@technum-tractebel.be
jan.laue@igt.baug.ethz.ch
mmaugeri@dica.unict.it
okamura@cee.ehime-u.ac.jp
paolucci@stru.polimi.it
apapad@civ.uth.gr
jack.pappin@arup.com
dpark@hanyang.ac.kr
alain.pecker@geodynamique.com
m.pender@auckland.ac.nz
pspinto@lnec.pt
e.rathje@mail.utexas.edu
ray@cec.sc.edu
mamsakr@yahoo.com
semblat@lcpc.fr
farzin.shahroki@hmulticonsult.no
francesco.silvestri@unina.it
songbw@dasan93.co.kr
waldek@ibwpan.gda.pl
towhata@geot.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp
turi@mail.bme.hu
uzdin@mail.ru
uzuoka@ce.tokushima-u.ac.jp
xvg@geoestudios.com.ec
rverdugo@cec.uchile.cl
vrettos@rhrk.uni-kl.de
wlmyj@public.lz.gs.cn
dharmaw@civil.ubc.ca
vw@bbri.be
junyang@hku.hk
yasuda@g.dendai.ac.jp
zhangjm@tsinghua.edu.cn

Country
Poland
Greece
USA
Netherlands
Turkey
India
Portugal
New Zealand
Venezuela
USA
Canada
Greece
USA
UK
Portugal
USA
Japan
Norway
Spain
Norway
Japan
UK
India
Belgium
Switzerland
Italy
Japan
Italy
Greece
Hong Kong
Korea
France
New Zealand
Portugal
USA
Hungary
Egypt
France
Norway
Italy
Korea
Poland
Japan
Hungary
Russia
Japan
Ecuador
Chile
Germany
China
Canada
Belgium
Hong Kong
Japan
China

(1): Nominated by TOC, (2): Appointed members Nominated by Chair, (3): Nominated by Chair, (4): Members of TOC
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC204 - UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION
UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION IN SOFT GROUND
Date: 3 June 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Richard Kastner/Adam Bezuijen
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
Vice chair has to be added, secretary replaced. Richard
Kastner, the previous chairman, is not on the list anymore.
(how to organize this?)
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- TC28-Roma symposium, 16-18 May 2011
- Plan to have a session at the 2013 Paris ISSMGE congress
- TC204-Seoul symposium, May 2014

Adam Bezuijen
Chungsik Yoo
David Chapman

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

Some regional conference may be organized by TC members,
but this is not yet decided.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Work task
Questionnaire Tunnelling

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Arsnenio Negro
Presented in Rome

Data base

Fabrice Emariault

Guidelines for comparing field or Giulia Viggiani
physical modelling with numerical simulations
Round Robin numerical test on
Gianpiero Russo TC204
the behaviour of tunnels under
Francesco Silvestri TC203
seismic actions

First draft available

Future plans
Paper in the proceedings of
Rome
To fill the database with project
data
Finish the work in 2011

First actions started.
Probably ITA will join
(Markus Thewes)

Joint working group TC104,
TC203 and TC204.
Setup guidelines

finished

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Adam Bezuijen
Chungsik Yoo
David Chapman
See further website

Function
Chair
Vice-chair
Secretary
Member of Executive

e-mail address
adam.bezuijen@deltares.nl
csyoo@skku.edu
D.N.CHAPMAN@bham.ac.uk

Country
NL
S. Korea
England
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC205 - SAFETY AND SERVICEABILITY
SAFETY AND SERVICEABILITY IN GEOTECHNICAL
DESIGN
Date: 17 June 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Brian Simpson
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Brian Simpson
--Colin Smith

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

1. Members from Europe, Asia and USA were heavily involved in the GeoSNet conference in June http://www.isgsr2011.de
2. American members are involved in GeoRisk2011 http://content.asce.org/conferences/GeoRisk2011/
3. European members (and others) are involved in the
forthcoming Athens ECSMGE, especially preceding
workshops:
a. ERTC 7 – Numerical Methods in Geotechnical
Engineering & TC205 - Safety and Serviceability in
Geotechnical Design: "Limit State Design, Eurocode 7 and Numerical Methods"
b. ERTC 3, ERTC 7, ERTC 10, ERTC 12 and TC205:
"Discussion among ERTC 3, ERTC 7, ERTC 10,
ERTC 12"
4. Some members plan to be involved in the 9th International Conference of Testing and Design Methods for
Deep Foundations - http://www.is-kanazawa2012.jp/

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
TC205 consider that there are already quite a lot of conferences in the area of the TC’s remit, so we are not enthusiastic about organizing more. Members are very actively involved in conferences, as listed below and TC205 is identified as a sponsor of these.

3
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Most of the conferences are of a regional nature and the
same is true of much of the development of ideas. We
therefore see the main thrust of the TC to encourage global
interchange of ideas, principally using the internet.

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country (adjust table as needed). Just refer to
the ISSMGE website if the information can be found there.
Please see http://www.issmge.org/web/page.aspx?refid=674

5. Members will be involved in the next GeoSNet conference, in Boston, USA, 2014.
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The terms of reference are not on the website (the TC
membership is up to date). These were submitted in late
2010 – have they been approved by the Overview Committee? (Note from TOC. This was an oversight, TOR are now
approved)

ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC206 - INTERACTIVE DESIGN
INTERACTIVE GEOTECHNICAL DESIGN
Date: 1st June 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Ken Been
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Ken Been
-----

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
If not, please do so immediately.

NO

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
If not, please name the persons not communicating so that
ISSMGE can contact their national societies.
Part of this is my problem – no need to go to the national
societies.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
If not, please describe the target date for the revision.
Work task

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
The following were proposed in the Terms of Reference:
- Arrange a conference on "Case Histories and Applications of Interactive Design" with published proceedings
- Include a short course, before or after the conference, on
the Observational Method
- Develop a short educational guide or brochure on the
observational, aimed at owners and other engineering
disciplines.
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country (adjust table as needed). Just refer to
the ISSMGE website if the information can be found there.
(See ISSMGE website)
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Responsible/deadline/deliverable

Progress

Future plans

This has not been done – I was waiting for feedback from the ISSMGE on "approval" of the Terms of Reference.
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC207 - SOIL-STRUCTURE
SOIL-STRUCTURE INTERACTION AND RETAINING
WALLS
Date: 23 May 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Vladimir Ulitsky, Michael Lisyuk
Chair:
Vice-Chair and Secretary

Vladimir Ulitsky
Michael Lisyuk

Terms of Reference TC207
1. To promote co-operation and expertise exchange within the
area of soil-structure interaction and retaining walls
amongst the leading research and design institutes and
universities world-wide as well as amongst the largest
contractors with the objective to enhance overall engineering and research expertise within this area.
2. To identify examples of well-documented case histories
involving soil-structure interaction.
3. To analyze the case histories using various soil-structure
interaction models and to compare the results with the real
observations.
4. To serve as an organizational support in promoting and
advancement of new calculation methods in soil-structure
interaction, as well as in development of related interactive
monitoring and application of the observational method
with possibility of adjusting design decisions during the
construction process.
5. To organize workshops and conferences on soil-structure
interaction and further inclusion of related sections into
international (regional) scientific geotechnical conferences.
To report on the results of its activities at these conferences.
6. To prepare Guidelines giving recommendations for
practitioners’ approach to soil-structure interaction and
retaining walls problems.
1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
YES
Comment: the Terms of Reference are on the Website of
TC207
2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
If not, please name the persons not communicating so that
ISSMGE can contact their national societies.
G.A. Sultanov (Kazakhstan) milanbi@mail.ru (no replies at
all)
N. Petrovic (Croatia) nikifor.petrovic@strabag.com (stopped
responding)
G. Horodecki (Poland) ghor@pg.gda.pl (sent only 1 message so far)
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
There are no Terms of Reference of TC207 on the ISSMGE
website, as of 22 May 2011. The Terms of Reference have
been approved recently.
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.

Since October 2009 the following conferences and workshops have been organized:
- International Geotechnical Conference "Geotechnical
Challenges of Megacities" (GeoMos-2010). Moscow,
Russia, 7-10 June 2010.
TC207 was a co-organizer of this conference, together
with NIIOSP Research Institute (Moscow) and Georeconstruction Engineering Co (Saint Petersburg).
There were a Plenary and 3 Technical Sessions during the
Conference:
- Construction of congested urban conditions
- Preservation of existing structures with account of their
interaction with subsoil
- Geotechnical engineering in urban conditions.
Members of TC207 participated in a Plenary session and
two technical Sessions delivering 7 presentations at the
conference (2 Invited lectures, 2 General reports and 3
oral presentations).
The meeting of TC207 was held during the conference.
Members of TC207 and invited specialists participated in
the meeting.
The main topic of the meeting was behaviour of soft soils
and its account in SSI calculations. A fruitful discussion
these issues were held by TC members and invited guests
of the meeting.
At this meeting the following decisions have been made:
- To continue work on the Guidelines on Soil-Structure
Interaction
- To start work on developing the Website of TC207
- To form three Task forces
- To organize the meeting and workshop of TC207 in
October 2011, in Dubrovnik (Croatia).
- International Seminar "Soil-Structure Interaction and
modern methods of soil testing"
Venue: State Transport University, Saint Petersburg,
Russia, 31 January 2011.
Geotechnical Centre CERMES, Ecole des Ponts
ParisTech (ENPC), Laboratory Navier, Paris, 4 February
2011.
The topics of the workshop were:
Use of modern soil models in soil-structure interaction
analyses
Soil testing according to Eurocode 7
Latest trends in Engineering Geology.
11 lectures were delivered during the seminar.
The number participants of the of seminar was 57 people.
Planned meetings, workshops and seminars of TC207
- 5-8 October 2011 Meeting of TC207 and workshop on
Soil-Structure Interaction and Retaining walls, in
Dubrovnik (Croatia).
Venue of the meeting and workshop: Valamar Dubrovnik
President Hotel.
Programme of the workshop
1. Organizational Session
Report of TC207 Activities and plans of actions of
TC207
Speakers: V. Ulitsky, M. Lisyuk
Report of leaders of 3 Task Forces
Task Force 1. C. Shashkin and C. Haberfield
Task Force 2. Yasser El-Mossallamy
Task Force 3. M. Lisyuk
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Discussions. Plans for future work.

Administrative and strategic issues will be discussed
during the meeting.
In addition to that, we plan to hold another seminar on
soil-structure interaction in 2012.

2. Scientific programme
Sessions:
(1) Aspects of soil-structure interaction in design of
buildings and geotechnical structures.
(2) Retaining walls and structures
(3) Failures of geotechnical structures.

- Seminar on Soil-Structure Interaction and Retaining
Walls 2012
The seminar is planned to be held on October 2012.
The venue of the Seminar – State Transport University, St. Petersburg, Russia

Keynote speakers:
C. Haberfield, R. Katzenbach, K. Shashkin, V. Ulitsky
and others

Tentative scientific programme of the Seminar:
1. Site investigation and soil characterization for
soil-structure interaction analyses
2. Analyses of retaining walls and comparison of
computations with monitoring data.
3. Soil-structure interaction: case histories of constructional projects

The papers submitted by the Authors will be published
on CD. More detailed information can be found at
TC207 website
http://www.tc207ssi.org/files/01_Bulletin_Dubrovnik.doc

- Meeting of TC207 in Rostock, 2012, 31 May.
This meeting will be organized following kind suggestion of the Organizing Committee of the 12 Baltic
Sea Geotechnical Conference (Rostock, Germany, on
31 May – 2 June 2012).
Work task

Responsible/deadline/
deliverable
Task Force 1. Develop- The leaders of Task Force 1
ment of Guidelines on
are:
Soil-Structure InterChris Haberfield
action
Konstantin Shashkin
Deadline for preparation –
October 2013.
Task Force 2. Retaining The leader of Task Force 2 is
Walls.
Yasser El-Mossallamy;
Deadline – October 2013. The
goal is to supply material on
retaining walls for Guidelines
on Soil-Structure Interaction.
Task Force 3. Website The leader of Task Force 3 is
of TC207
Michael Lisyuk.
http://www.tc207ssi.org/
index.html

Collection of case
histories to serve as
illustrations to the
Guidelines on SoilStructure Interaction

Responsible are Vladimir
Ulitsky, Michael Lisyuk and
Igor Sokolić

5.

Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable()s)

Progress

Future plans

The draft Guidelines have been proposed. It was discussed and approved
with amendments by TC members.
The final Guidelines will consist of 9
Sections.

The Guidelines will be discussed
in Dubrovnik in October 2011.
The Guidelines should be completed by October 2013

Case histories on retaining walls are
being collected to be included into
the Guidelines on Soil-Structure
Interaction

The material on retaining walls
will be collected and discussed by
TC members in Dubrovnik in
October 2011.

The Website of TC207 has been
launched on 3 May 2011.

The plans are 1) to introduce a
new Section of important constructional projects and 2) to
keep improving the website and
making the various website sections more informative
Six case histories have been collected To continue collecting histories
so far. More relevant case histories
on the retaining walls
will be collected for various sections
of the Guidelines on Soil-Structure
Interaction

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
Vladimir Ulitsky
Chair
ulitsky.vladimir@gmail.com
Michael Lisyuk
Vice-chair and
lisyuk@gmail.com
Secretary
Chris Haberfield
Member of Executive
chaberfield@golder.com.au
Konstantin Shashkin
Member of Executive
cshashkin@yandex.ru
Yasser El-Mossallamy
Member of Executive
y.el-mossallamy@arcadis.de
William Van Impe
Member of Executive
william.vanimpe@ugent.be
Rolf Katzenbach
Member of Executive
katzenbach@geotechnik.tudarmstadt.de
Werner Bilfinger
Member
werner@vecttor.com.br
Lars Andresen
Member
la@ngi.no
Hugh St. John
Member
h.d.st.john@gcg.co.uk
Rich Finno
Member
r-finno@northwestern.edu
Fang Liu
Member
liufang@tongji.edu.cn

Country
Russia
Russia
Australia
Russia
Egypt
Belgium
Germany
Brazil
Norway
UK
USA
China
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Name
J. Kos
Kari Avellan
Catherine Jacquard
James Sze
Dr. Venkataram Balakumar
Dr. G. Madhavi Latha
Prof. N.K. Samadhiya
Omar al-Farouk Salem al-Damluji
H. Hazarika
Dr. Takashi Kiyota
Mandy Korff
G. Horodecki
Prof. Florian Roman
Prof. Z.G. Ter-Martirosyan
Victor CW Ong
A.R. Walker
Paul Morrison
Igor Sokolić
Marc Favre
Prof. Juan Manuel Fernández Vincent
Omer Bilgin
Jan Couck
Claudio di Prisco
Guido Gottardi
Amir Kanya
Balazs Moczar
Javier Moreno
Pantelis Pantelidis
Lars Vollmert
G.A. Sultanov
Nikifor Petrovic

Function
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Corresponding member

e-mail address
jankos@fsv.cvut.cz
kari.avellan@kareg.com
catherine.jacquard@fondasol.fr
james.sze@arup.com
vb_kumar2002@yahoo.com
madhavi@civil.iisc.ernet.in
nksamfce@iitr.ernet.in
omaraldamluji@gmail.com
hazarika@civil.kyushu-u.ac.jp
kiyota@iis.u-tokyo.ac.jp
mandy.korff@deltares.nl
ghor@pg.gda.pl
firmaarcon@yahoo.com
mgroif@mail.ru
ong1@jproce.com
alec.walker@worleyparsons.com
paul.morrison@arup.com
isokolic@grad.hr
marc.favre@geos.fr
jmfvincent@gmail.com
bilgin@udayton.edu
jan.couck@mow.vlaanderen.be
claudio.diprisco@polimi.it
guido.gottardi@mail.ing.unibo.it
amk@ngi.no
bmoczar@mail.bme.hu
javier.moreno@cedex.es
pantelidisp@tee.gr
vollmert@bbgeo.com
milanbi@mail.ru
nikifor.petrovic@strabag.com

Country
Czech & Slovak Republics
Finland
France
Hong Kong
India
India
India
Iraq
Japan
Japan
Netherlands
Poland
Romania
Russia
Singapore
Singapore
UK
Croatia
France
Argentina
USA
Belgium
Italy
Italy
Norway
Hungary
Spain
Greece
Germany
Kazakhstan
Croatia
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC208 - LANDSLIDES
STABILITY OF NATURAL SLOPES (SLOPE STABILITY
IN ENGINEERING PRACTICE)

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
This is a new TC, whose formation is recently established
and therefore it is premature to provide an answer this question.

Date: 2 June 2011
Period covered by this report: June 2010 – May 2011
Prepared by: Jonathan Fannin

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
but it will be done in June 2011

Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.

Jonathan Fannin
Corey Froese
Elisabeth Bowman

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
NO
but it will be done in June 2011 (and Terms of Reference
are attached separately, as requested).

Work task
JTC1 liaison
11 ISL – 2 NASL liaison

NO

- 2012: We have a TC208-specific technical session
approved at the 11th Intl. Symp. on Landslides (ISL) and
the 2nd N. American Symp. on Landslides (NASL) that
will be held at Banff, Canada, 3-8 June 2012.
5. Please list the work task(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Future plans
J. Fannin- ongoing
Well-defined and distinct Task complete
terms of reference
J. Fannin - ongoing
Technical session assigned to Lead technical session at the
TC208
symposium

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Please refer to the ISSMGE website, with update of June 2011
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC209 - OFFSHORE
OFFSHORE GEOTECHNICS

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- Conferences:
a. Second International Symposium on Frontiers in Offshore Geotechnics (ISFOG), 8-10 November 2010,
Perth, Australia.
b. 7th International Conference on Offshore Site Investigation and Geotechnics, 12-14 September 2012,
London, U.K.
- Workshops/Other:
c. Hold specialty session on cyclic soil properties at the
18th International Conference for Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering, 1-5 September 2013.
d. Prepare State-of-Practice lecture on Offshore Geotechnics to be presented at the 2012 GeoCongress
conference, March 25-29, Oakland, CA.
e. Prepare specialty session on Offshore Geotechnics for
Renewable Energy at the 2012 Offshore Technology
Conference

Date: May 31, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Philippe Jeanjean
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Philippe Jeanjean
Mark Randolph
Bas van Dijk

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
2. Are any TC members not responsive?
A.A. Zhusupbekov (Kazakhstan)
T. Brzozowski (Poland)
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES
YES

YES

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Work task
Starting Named Lecture for
Offshore Geotechnics
Provide guidance document on
soil cyclic properties

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
P. Jeanjean/2013/Deliver the first
Lecture.
Knut Andersen, Alain Puech,
Richard Jardine/2013/guidance
document
Prediction event on jack-up spud- G. Yetginer, B. van Dijk/2013/
can penetration
report analyzing predictions of
spudcan penetrations

Progress
The first McClelland lecturer was recently elected.
Work is on-going. Full
scale testing has started

Future plans
Deliver the 1st McClelland
Lecture in Sept. 2012
Deliver key findings and
guidance in report.

Selection of relevant case
histories is on-going.

Publish papers on offshore geotechnics in Quarterly issue of
Australian Geomechanical
Society Journal

Selection of potential
papers from ISFOG 2010
conference for re-print is
on-going

Ask predictors to assess risk
of punch through and spudcan penetration for given
sites.
Have one issue of Australian
Geomechanical Society
Journal devoted to offshore
geotechnics.

P Watson/2013/a set of papers

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
Philippe
Jeanjean
Chair
Philippe.Jeanjean@bp.com
Mark
Randolph
Vice chair
randolph@civil.uwa.edu.au
Bas
van Dijk
Secretary
b.vdijk@fugro.nl
Knut
Andersen
Member
kha@ngi.no
Yun Wook
Choo
Member
ywchoo@kaist.ac.kr
Robert
Gilbert
Member
bob_gilbert@mail.utexas.edu
Phil
Watson
Member
philw@ag.com.au
Richard
Jardine
Member
r.jardine@imperial.ac.uk
Alan
Young
Member
agyoung@f-e-t.com
J. S.
Templeton
Member
jackt@sage-usa.com
Ed
Clukey
Member
edward.clukey@bp.com
Andrew
Barwise
Member
andy.barwise@gardline.com
Sylvie
Bretelle
Member
sylvie.bretelle@Cathie-Associates.com
P
Brunning
Member
paul.brunning@acergy-group.com
T.
Brzozowski
Member
tbrzo@pg.gda.pl
German
Burbano
Member
gburbanoj@dragados.com
Ander
Chow
Member
ander.chow@arup.com
Kenneth
Gavin
Member
kenneth.gavin@ucd.ie
V.B.
Glagovski
Member
glag@vniig.ru
Jürgen
Grabe
Member
grabe@tuhh.de
Ole
Hededal
Member
olh@byg.dtu.dk
Richard
Jewell
Member
RJewell@fugro.be
Dirk
Luger
Member
Dirk.luger@Deltares.nl
Kauschik
Mukherjee
Member
KMukherjee@mcdermott.com

Country
USA
Australia
Netherlands
Norway
Korea
USA
Australia
UK
USA
USA
USA
UK
France
Singapore
Poland
Spain
Hong Kong
Ireland
Russia
Germany
Denmark
Belgium
Netherlands
Singapore

50
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Emilio
Jose
Alain
Andrea
Marc
William
A.G.
Jianhong
A.A.

Name
Nicolini
Parra
Puech
Richwien
Van Den Broeck
Van Impe
Yetginer
Zhang
Zhusupbekov

Function
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Corresponding member
Member
Member
Member

e-mail address
ge.ba@virgilio.it
jparra@geohidra.com
a.puech@fugro.com
Andrea.Richwien@BremenPORTS.de
van.den.broeck.marc@deme.be
william.VanImpe@ugent.be
yetginerg@rpsgroup.com
cezhangjh@tsinghua.edu.cn
kgs-astana@mail.ru

Country
Italy
Venezuela
France
Germany
Belgium
Belgium
UK
China
Kazakhstan
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TC210 - DAMS
DAMS AND EMBANKMENTS
Date: -May 28, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Zeping Xu
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- TC210 will co-sponsor an International Symposium on
Modern Technologies and Long Term Behavior of Dam
with Chinese National Committee on Large dams on
Sept. 27-29, 2011.

Zeping Xu
--Gang Wang

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

Work task
Prepare special issue on dam engineering for the "International
Journal of Geo-engineering Case
Histories" (TC210)
TC210 newsletters

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
YES
Note: we may need access password to upload updated
information on website.

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Future plans
Contribute papers/end of 2011 or
1 or 2 papers is prepar- Try to correct 2 or 3 more
May, 2012
ing
papers
CVs of members, dam construction Collecting CVs of half
news, conference information/June of all members. Dam
or July
news is editing.

TERMS OF REFERENCES
TC210 Dams
Chair: Xu Zeping
Terms of Reference
 To promote co-operation and exchange of information concerning research and developments in geotechnical issues
of dam design and construction among TC members and
ISSMGE member societies.
 To encourage the application of the latest research results of
soil mechanics and geotechnical engineering in practices of
dam engineering.
 To summarize and share experiences on dealing with geotechnical problems in dam construction practices. Encourage report and discussion on dam failure incidents and the
solutions for dams constructed under complex geological
conditions.
 To advance the above aims through collaboration with
ICOLD (International Commission on Large Dams).
Encourage TC members to join the activities of ICOLD.
Activities Planned
 Knowledge dissemination on geotechnical issues of dam
engineering
 Publish case histories (with International Journal of Geotechnical Case Histories)





Continue to edit newsletter 2
and 3. It may focus on a
special subject.

Arrange short courses and dam site visits
Organize specialty conferences, symposiums and workshops
Arrange TC210 sessions on ISSMGE Conferences

MEMBERSHIP
Dong-Hoon Shin from Korea
I.I. Bekbassarov from Kazakhstan
M. Bidasaria from India
Killian de Fries from Venezuela
Dimitris Gazelas from Greece
Jörg Klompmaker from Germany
Bernhard Odenwald from Germany
Jose M. Martinez Santamaria from Spain
Laszlo Nagy from Hungary
Emanuel Maranha das Neves from Portugal
Lurdes Pimenta from Portugal
Luca Pagano from Italy
Jimmy Rivera from Ecuador
Abbas Soroush from Iran
J.-F. Vanden Berghe from Belgium
Yoshikazu Yamaguchi from Japan
Note: Mr. A. Charles was retired. He’ll not join the activities of
TC210.
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TC211 - GROUND IMPROVEMENT
GROUND IMPROVEMENT

- Lecture by Prof Jan Martens in Montevideo on "Analytical or empirical methods for ground improvement design.
Done
- Lecture by Serge Varaksin in Perm Russia on invitation
of Prof Ponomarioff.
- Presentation and chairing of sessions by Serge Varaksin
at Semarang Gedmar conference in Indonesia, May 2011
- Presentations and organization of a TC211 ground
improvement Technical session at ARC 14 Asian conference, May 211 by Prof. Jan Maertens and Serge Varaksin.
- International symposium & short courses Recent Research,
Advances & Execution Aspects of Ground improvement
works 30 May–1 June 2012, Brussels, Belgium TC211
IS-GI Brussels 2012

Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Serge Varaksin
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Serge Varaksin
Prof Jan Maertens
Noel Huybrechts

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
It may be somewhat rude to communicate names at this
stage. I propose to send them a reminder from the TC.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
From memory the activities and comments are.
- Survey of the field of knowledge of members
Done
Work task
Survey of interest
Newsletter
Website

Symposium Brussels

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Prof. Jan Maertens
Noel Huybrechts

Serge Varaksinm Jan Maertens,
Noel Huybrechts

The main objective: is the organization of a Symposium on
Ground improvement in Brussels hosted by the Belgian soil
mechanics society, The comité Français de mécanique des
sols and organized by the BBRI, to be held on 30th of May
to 1st of June 2012; at this stage more than 100 abstracts
have been submitted.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

Progress
Done
Done

Jan 2011

Future plans
Resend to non-responsive members
Prepare No. 2
Keep it maintained. New website name:
www.bbri.be/go/tc211; when typing the link, this
will go directly to the actual TC211 website under
development
See below
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC212 - DEEP FOUNDATIONS
DEEP FOUNDATIONS
Date: May 31, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Prof. Rolf Katzenbach and Prof. Deepankar
Choudhury
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Rolf Katzenbach (Germany)
Prof. Sang Seom Jeong (Korea)
Prof. Deepankar Choudhury (India)

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
Work task

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- TU Darmstadt-Yonsei Joint Seminar on Piled Raft foundation 2011, Darmstadt, Germany - 14 February 2011.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)

YES

NIL. But will plan for the same soon.

Responsible/deadline/deliverable

Progress

Future plans

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Please see ISSMGE website for details (http://www.webforum.com/tc212)
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TC213 - SCOUR AND EROSION
SCOUR AND EROSION

Michael Heibaum
Fuping Gao
Catherine Avila

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
If not, please do so immediately.

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

Work task
Establish new web-site
deliver references to be listed on the web
site
deliver photos
prepare 6th conference (see below)

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- Fifth International Conference on Scour and Erosion,
November, 2010, San Francisco, California, USA. For
printed proceedings available from the ASCE web-site:
http://www.asce.org/Product.aspx?id=12884902526
- Sixth International Conference on Scour and Erosion 27.31. August 2012, Paris, France, http://www.icse6-2012.com/

Date: 2011-05-20
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: M. Heibaum
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Future plans
M. Heibaum
online in June 2011
all
active after launching the web-site dto
all
J.-J. Fry, Ch. Chevalier

active after launching the web-site dto
under preparation

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
Heibaum
Michael
Chair
michael.heibaum@baw.de
Gao
Fuping
Vice-chair
fpgao@imech.ac.cn
Avila
Cathy
Secretary
cavila@avilaassociates.com
Hoffmans
G.J.C.M.
Member
gijs.hoffmans@deltares.nl
Ruel
Mario
Member
not on list
Sassa
Shinji
Member
sassa@ipc.pari.go.jp
Shimamura
M.
Member
m-shimamura@jreast.co.jp
Annandale
George
Member
george_annandale@golder.com
Fry
Jean Jacques
Member
jean-jacques.fry@edf.fr
Sumer
B. Mutlu
Member
bms@mek.dtu.dk
Whitehouse
Richard
Member
rjsw@hrwallingford.co.uk
Asanza
Enrique
Member
easanza@cedex.es
Basudhar
P.K.
Member
pkbd@iitk.ac.in
Bhagwan
Jai
Member
jbhagwang@yahoo.com
Bollaert
Erik
Member
erik.bollaert@aquavision-eng.ch
Cazzuffi
Daniele
Member
cazzuffi@cesi.it
Chevalier
Christophe
Member
christophe.chevalier@lcpc.fr
Delgado
Fernando
Member
fdelgado@ugr.es
Fell
Robin
Member
r.fell@unsw.edu.au
Hunt
Beatrice
Member
Beatrice.Hunt@ stvinc.com
Jozsa
Janos
Member
jozsa@vit.bme.hu
Melville
Bruce
Member
b.melville@auckland.ac.nz
Moraci
Nicola
Member
nicola.moraci@unirc.it
Popov
V.N.
Member
kargiiz@yandex.ru
Rakoczi
Laszlo
Member
lrakoczi@t-online.hu
Sekiguchi
Hideo
Member
h.sekiguch@gmail.com
Wang
Jui-Pen
Member
jpwang@ust.hk
Werth
Katja
Member
kwerth@bbgeo.com
Witt
Karl Josef
Member
kj.witt@uni-weimar.de
Wright
Mike
Member
michael.wright@dar.com.hk
TC213 – Scour and Erosion



Terms of Reference 2010 - 2014
 Exchange information on scour and erosion processes from
the geotechnical point of view.
 Improve the mutual understanding of geotechnical and
hydraulic approaches to scour and erosion.




Country
Germany
China
USA
Netherlands
Canada
Japan
Japan
USA
France
Denmark
UK
Spain
India
India
Switzerland
Italy
France
Spain
Australia
USA
Hungary
New Zealand
Italy
Kazakhstan
Hungary
Japan
Hong Kong
Germany
Germany
Hong Kong

Organize bi-annual international conferences on scour and
erosion
Promote the improvement of calculation methods of scour
and erosion processes.
Provide relevant information on the web to the geotechnical
and hydraulic community.
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC214 - SOFT SOILS
FOUNDATION ENGINEERING IN DIFFICULT SOFT SOIL
CONDITIONS
Date: May 30, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: José Luis Rangel Núñez
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

José Luis Rangel-Núñez
None
Bogard Méndez-Urquidez

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
Members not responsive: Fritz Nowacki (Norway),Gustavo
Armijo (Spain), Jean Pierre Magnan (France), Fleur de
Cock (Belgium), Berhane Gebreselassie (Germany),
Andrea Richwien (Germany), Richard Jardine (UK),
Angelo Garassino and Fabio Soccodato (Italy), Sayed
Mohammad Reza Imam (Iran), A. M. Sonin (Kazakhstan),
Zbigniew Lechowicz (Poland) and Rashid Abdullovich
Mangushev (Russia).
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
Our temporary webpage is on tc214.webs.com, it will transported to the ISSMGE website in June

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- To develop and to update a website where information regarding all activities, scientific papers and publications
and membership of the TC-214 could be consulted.
(Done: June, 2010). Webpage tc214.webs.com.
- Co-sponsoring of the International Symposium on
Tunneling and Shaft Construction to be held in Mexico
City, Feb. 20-23, 2010. Themes discussed in this symposium will be related to tunnelling in soft soils in urban
areas, including effects of regional subsidence, seismic
loading, etc. (Done: Feb, 2010). Two major conferences
about tunnelling and construction shafts in soft soils).
- To participate in the 11th National symposium of Seismic
engineering (www.smis.org.mx/XI/index.html), Sept 2324, 2010. (Done: Sept, 2010). A conference was done on
seismic behaviour of shafts in soft soils.
- To organize a workshop as part of 8th International
symposium on land subsidence to be held in QuerétaroMéxico, Oct. 17 to 22, 2010 (www.eisols2010.com).
(Done: Oct, 2010). This workshop deals with Geotechnical Engineering in areas affected by subsidence and soil
fracturing. Four specialist talked about origins, analysis,
monitoring and foundation solutions. There is a CD with
memories but papers will be published in a special edition
of the Mexican Geographic Association Bulletin.
- To participate in the 7th International symposium "Geotechnical Aspects of Underground Construction in soft
grounds" (www.tc28-rome.org), May 16-18, 2011 (Done,
May 16). A keynote was give (The New Mexico City
deep sewerage system). We are preparing a writing version.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Work task
To participate in the 7th International symposium
"Geotechnical aspects of underground construction
in soft soils
TC-214 workshop "Extreme soils mechanics"
Extreme Soils Mechanics (book on current state of
the art of foundation engineering on soft soils)
TC-214 Workshop

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Mario Aguilar (May 16, 2011)

Progress
Done

Bogard Mendez (Oct, 2, 2011)
José Luis Rangel. Pending to assign
book chapters coordinators (2012)
(2013)

In progress
In progress

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
José Luis Rangel-Nuñez
Chair
jrangeln@correo.azc.uam.mx
Bogard C. Méndez-Urquidez
Secretary
BMendezU@iingen.unam.mx
Gabriel Y. Auvinet Guichard
Member of Executive
gaug@pumas.iingen.unam.mx
Minna Karstunen
Member of Executive
minna.karstunen@strath.ac.uk
Indraratna Buddhima
Member of Executive
indra@uow.edu.au
Fritz Nowacki
Member of Executive
fritz.nowacki@ngi.no
Gustavo Armijo
Member
garmijop@geocisa.com
Jean Pierre Magnan
Member of Executive
jean-pierre.magnan@lcpc.fr
Jean Michel Rescoussier
Member
jmrescoussier@arcadis-fr.com
Fleur de Cock
Member
fdc@geobe.skynet.be
Berhane Gebreselassie
Member
Berhaneg@uni-kassel.de
Andrea Richwien
Member
Andrea.Richwien@BremenPORTS.de
Richard Jardine
Member
r.jardine@imperial.ac.uk
Angelo Garassino
Member
lucio.garassino@garassinosrl.it
Fabio Soccodato
Member
soccodato@unica.it
Yoshiaki Kikushi
Member
kikushi@pari.go.jp
Jian-hua Yin
Member
cejhyin@inet.polyu.edu.hk
Ian Askew
Member
Ian.Azkew@gammonconstruction.com
Ryan Yan
Member
ryan@umac.mo
Singh Devendra Narain
Member
dns@civil.iitb.ac.in

Future plans

Country
México
México
Mexico
Scotland
Australia
Norway
Spain
France
France
Belgium
Germany
Germany
UK
Italy
Italy
Japan
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
Hong Kong
India
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Name
Sayed Mohammad Reza Imam
Maosong Huang
Alexandr M. Sonin
Zbigniew Lechowicz
Rashid Abdullovich Mangushev
Juan Paulín
Jorge Nuques
Oscar Moreno
Marcus Peigas Pacheco

Function
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

e-mail address
rezaiman@gmail.com
mshuang@tongji.edu.cn
Alexandr_Sonin@mail.ru
zbigniew_lechowicz@sggw.pl
npk-cgt@yandex.ru
Paulin.juan@cimesa.net
cluque@nuquesyluque.com.ec
morenoxt@speedy.com.ar
Marcus_pacheco@terra.com.br

Country
Iran
China
Kazakhstan
Poland
Russia
Mexico
Ecuador
Argentina
Brazil
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC215 - GEO-ENVIRONMENTAL
ENVIRONMENTAL GEOTECHNICS
Date: 30/05/2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Mario Manassero and Andrea Dominijanni
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.

Mario Manassero
Malek Bouazza
Andrea Dominijanni

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC member not responsive

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
We uploaded on the TC webpage:
1) the TC Terms of Reference;

2) the TC5 Report edited in 2006;
3) the announcement of the next 7th International Congress
on Environmental Geotechnics (7ICEG), that will be
held in Melbourne, Australia, from 9th to 14th November 2014.

YES

- 6th International Congress on Environmental Geotechnics
(6ICGE), New Delhi, India, 8-12 November 2010
(already held);
- Workshop on Chemo-Physical and Hydro-Mechanics
Phenomena in Environmental Geotechnics, Ancona, Italy,
2012;
- 7th International Congress on Environmental Geotechnics
(7ICEG), Melbourne, Australia, 9-14 November 2014.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Mario
Malek
Andrea

Name
Manassero
Bouazza
Dominijanni

Function
Chair
Vice-chair
Secretary

e-mail address
mario.manassero@polito.it
malek.bouazza@gmail.com
andrea.dominijanni@polito.it

Country
Italy
Australia
Italy
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Craig
Antonio
Kerry
Jean-Pierre
Edward
Charles
Peter
D.N.
Kazem
John
Maria E. G.
Yunmin
Hang-Seok
Roger
Dimitris
John
Manoj
Gemmina
Evelina
Georg
Liming
S.
Cristina
T
Woon-Hyung
E.
H.
A.B.
Maria Lurdes
Desiree
Catherine
V.G.
Marina
Fernando

Name
Benson
Gens
Rowe
Gourc
Kavazanjian
Shackelford
van Impe
Arnepalli
Badv
Black
Boscov
Chen
Choi
Clark
Coumoulos
Cowland
Datta
Di Emidio
Fratalocchi
Heerten
Hu
Jeffries
Jommi
Katsumi
Kim
Koda
Komine
Konusbaev
Lopes
Marin
Mulligan
Ofrikhter
Pantazidou
Pardo Santayana

Function
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member of Executive
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

e-mail address
chbenson@wisc.edu
antonio.gens@upc.edu
kerry@civil.queensu.ca
gourc@ujf-grenoble.fr
Edward.Kavazanjian@asu.edu
shackel@engr.colostate.edu
Peter.VanImpe@AGE-be.net
arnepalli@iitm.ac.in
k_badv@yahoo.com
John.Black@WSPGroup.com
meboscov@usp.br
chenyunmin@zju.edu.cn
hchoi2@korea.ac.kr
roger.clark@esgl.co.uk
coumoulos@castorltd.gr
cowland@netvigator.com
director@pec.ac.in
Gemmina.DiEmidio@ugent.be
e.fratalocchi@univpm.it
gheerten@naue.com
gehu@tsinghua.edu.cn
s.jefferis@surrey.ac.uk
cristina.jommi@polimi.it
katsumi.takeshi.6v@kyoto-u.ac.jp
whkim@dasan93.co.kr
eugeniusz_koda@sggw.pl
hkomine@mx.ibaraki.ac.jp
aidar.konusbayev@kazgor.kz
lcosta@fe.up.pt
desireemarin56@yahoo.com
mulligan@civil.concordia.ca
ofrikhter@mail.ru
mpanta@central.ntua.gr
f.pardo.s@cedex.es

Country
USA
Spain
Canada
France
USA
USA
Belgium
India
Iran
USA
Brazil
China
Korea
UK
Greece
Hong Kong
India
Belgium
Italy
Germany
China
UK
Italy
Japan
Korea
Poland
Japan
Kazakhstan
Portugal
Ecuador
Canada
Russia
Greece
Spain
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC216 - FROST
FROST GEOTECHNICS
Date: May 27, 2011
Period covered by this report: September 2010 – May 2011
Prepared by: Arne Instanes
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Arne Instanes
Seppo Saarelainen
Matthias Vogler

Terms of References can be found on the ISSMGE website.
1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
YES
I have problems getting response from: Jean-Marie Konrad,
Canada, Young Uk Kim, Korea.
We also need members from USA and China in the group.

Work task
Guidelines and technical
recommendations

Responsible/deadline/
deliverable
Chair

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
NO
I will try to add some more information on the progress of
the work. I am planning to send out a "newsletter" to the
members every 3rd month or so. See attached newsletter
from April 2011. Newsletters could be posted on the website.
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
The main challenge at the moment is that the technical
committee has not met yet. We plan to hold a meeting
during the 15th European Conference on Soil Mechanics
and Geotechnical Engineering in September. We may
organize a workshop in Berlin in November 2011. This has
not been decided yet. We would like to re-vitalize the
"Ground Freezing Symposium" by 2013. This will be discussed during the meeting in Athens.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)
See also attached April 2011 newsletter.
Progress

Good. Individual members have
responded and given input. Still missing
Canada, USA, Russia and China
Good. Received input from individual
members.

List of major publications

Chair

Organisation of conferences, symposium and
workshops
Assist with technical programs of conferences
organized by ISSMGE
Interact with industry and
overlapping organizations

Chair

Not so good. Difficult to agree on meeting dates and place

Individual members

Good.

Individual members

OK. Good contact with the International
Permafrost Association. Still have to
include the artificial ground freezing
industry

Future plans
Collect and issue a synopsis
of the available standards by
end 2011.
Collect and issue a synopsis
of the major publications by
end 2011.
See section 5.
Members are assisting at
several international conferences
Involve artificial ground
freezing.

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
List can be found on ISSMGE website.
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TC216 ANNEX NEWSLETTER
ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE TC216 FROST GEOTECHNICS – NEWSLETTER APRIL 2011
ORGANISATION
TC Chair Arne Instanes, NORWAY (arne@instanes.no)
TC Vice chair Seppo Saarelainen, FINLAND
(ssaarel9@welho.com)
TC Secretary Mattias Vogler, GERMANY
(vogler@katzenbach-ingenieure.de)
Members:
Anne-Lise Berggren, NORWAY (alb@geofrost.no)
Teddy Fen-Chong, FRANCE (teddy.fen-chong@lcpc.fr)
Anna Maria Ferrero, ITALY (annamaria.ferrero@unipr.it)
Henry Gustavsson, FINLAND (Henry.Gustavsson@hut.fi)
Takeshi Ishizaki, JAPAN (ishizaki@tobunken.go.jp)
Young Uk Kim, KOREA (yukim@mju.ac.kr)
Sven Knutsson, SWEDEN (sven.knutsson@ltu.se)
Jean Marie Konrad, CANADA (jmkonrad@gci.ulaval.ca)
Tomasz Kozłowski, POLAND (tomkoz@tu.kielce.pl)
Sergey A. Kudryavtsev, RUSSIA (its@festu.khv.ru) at
Columbia University until January 2012
Takashi Ono, JAPAN (tono@hgu.jp)
Claudio Scavia, ITALY (claudio.scavia@polito.it)
Askar Zh. Zhusupbekov, KAZAKHSTAN (astanageostroi@mail.ru)
Two new members from Italy have added to the list of members. They are professor Anna Mario Ferrero from the University of Parma and Professor Claudio Scavia from the Politecnico di Torino. They work on problems connected with alpine
permafrost degradation both in soil and in rock environment.
Professor Ferrero is working on the mechanical characterization
of frozen soil of glacial deposit for slope stability matters.
We have to have a meeting very soon in order to achieve
some progress related to the agreed "terms of reference
2010-2013" (see below). I will make an effort to contact
each member individually within the next 2-3 weeks and
that report back to the group.
MY EMAIL DATED 30 JANUARY 2011
In my email dated 30 January 2011 I asked for response from
the committee members on the following topics:
1. Technical issues that you find are the most critical or uncertain when dealing with frost on existing or future engineered structures
2. List of major publications on a given topic (your TC topic
or sub topic). This list would be very precious to those who
wish to know more about the topic. I am thinking about 20
to 30 main papers, state of the art report and web sites
3. Workshop or meeting in 2011
4. Codes, standards or similar that you use in geotechnical
design related to frost
I got response from 8 members presented below.
Technical issues that the members find most critical or uncertain when dealing with frost
• Frost heave testing, standardization
• Frost susceptibility criteria
• Frost heave predictions and settlement during thaw
• Codes, standards, definitions and terminology
• Impact of climate change
• Transport limitations on minor roads during spring break-up,
thaw weakening period
• Long-term performance of insulation materials

• Response of clay/bentonite liners in freeze-thaw. They are
widely applied as hydroisolations in landfills, waste plants
etc.
These issues may be a basis for the focus of our committee
work for next 2 years.
List of major publications
I have received the following suggestions:
• Chamberlain, Edwin J. (December, 1981). Frost Susceptibility of Soil, Review of Index Tests. Hanover, NH: Cold
Regions Research and Engineering Laboratory. ADA111752.
Contains 700-800 references, which one to recommend?
• Andersland, O.B. and Ladanyi, B. (2004). Frozen ground
engineering. John Wiley & Sons Inc. Published in cooperation with American Society of Civil Engineers.
• Berggren, A.-L. (1983). Engineering creep models for frozen
soil behaviour. Dr.ing.-thesis, the Norwegian Institute of
Technology, Division of Civil Engineering.
• The Royal Norwegian Council for Scientific and Industrial
Research and the Public Roads Administration’s Committee
on Frost Action in Soils (1976). Sikring mot teleskader (Frost
damage protection). In Norwegian, parts translated to English
by CRREL.
• Conference and symposium proceedings.
I think we have to have a closer look at this list. I will discuss it
directly with Seppo Saarelainen and Mattias Vogler. I think we
will compile a list and send it out for your comments.
Work shop or meeting in 2011
I believe that we have to organize a meeting in 2011. The most
realistic meeting place will be in central Europe in the autumn.
The following dates and suggestions have been made.
• Barcelona, Spain, June 30 to July 2, 2011.
Mathias Vogler is organizing together with the Spanish railway and the University of Catalonia UPC in Barcelona an
International Conference with the title: Enhanced Infrastructure for high-speed railways and metro lines
• Athens, Greece, September 12-15, 2011
Several members of the committee may attend the 15th European Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical
Engineering, which will take place in Athens, Greece, 12-15
September 2011. So far I got a confirmation from Seppo
Saarelainen and Henry Gustavsson and maybe Takashi Ono.
• Berlin, Germany, December 6-8, 2011
Mathias Vogler also suggests the STUVA Conference on
Tunnelling in Berlin date 06.-08.12.2011
http://www.stuva.de/en/tagung.html.
The metroline U5 in Berlin is constructed using soil freezing
and the freezing works may be ongoing at that date that we
can organize a site visit.
• Frankfurt or Darmstadt, Germany
Mathias Vogler also suggests that he can organize a conference room at the Frankfurt airport conference centre or at
Darmstadt University of Technology, which can be reached
from Frankfurt airport within 40 min.
• Frankfurt or Darmstadt, Germany
Mathias Vogler also suggests that he can organize a conference room at the Frankfurt airport conference centre or at
Darmstadt University of Technology, which can be reached
from Frankfurt airport within 40 min.
• Mont Blanc – area, Italy
Professor Ferrero suggests that we could meet in the Mont
Blanc – area where she is carrying out her research together
with professor Scavia.
• Skype -meeting
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I have had some technical problems but will now contact
each TC-member individually. Maybe we can manage to
organize a joint meeting via Skype in May 2011.
In my opinion, the most realistic alternatives for 2011 are
Skype-meetings, Athens in September or Berlin in December (a
visit to the metroline in Berlin in December sounds very
interesting). I will discuss this directly with each of you.
Codes, standards or similar used in geotechnical design related
to frost
I have received the following responses from members:
• EUROPEAN UNION: CEN-TC 227/WG4, Task Group 5,
Frost susceptibility. Seppo Saarelainen participates in this
work.
• GERMANY: RStO 01 Richtlinien für die Standardisierung
des Oberbaues von Verkehrsflächen (2001). In German.
• NORWAY: NTNF Sikring mot teleskader (1976). In Norwegian.
• POLAND: Polish code PN-81/B-03020. Tomasz Kozłowski
reports that the polish code is not taking the correct physical
properties into consideration when estimating for example
frost depth.
• USA: ASTM D5918 - 06 Standard Test Methods for Frost
Heave and Thaw Weakening Susceptibility of Soils
I suppose that European Union code will apply to all members of the European Union including Norway. We still have
to collect information from countries outside the European
Union: USA, Canada, Russia, Kasakhstan, Japan, Korea,
China.
Please find below the terms of reference 2010-2013 and my
comments on the progress of the work. I think we will agree on
that we have to have closer communication in order to achieve
the goals.
TERMS OF REFERENCE 2010-2013
Objective 1 Disseminate knowledge and practice
1. Organization of conferences, symposium and workshops.
TC216 will participate in the organization of a specialty
conference during the period. We will investigate if it is
possible to re-vitalize the Ground Freezing Symposiums.
We will also look into organization of workshops in
connection with well-established conferences such as the
ASCE Cold Regions Engineering. Conference (no date set
for the period 2010-2013), ICECORD and regional conferences. In 2012 the International Permafrost Association is
organizing the 10th international conference on permafrost
in Tyumen, Russia. We will organize a work shop during
this conference.

2. Keynote lectures, state-of-the-art lectures
Members will be encouraged to initiate lectures related to
frost topics.
3. Participation of ISSMGE individual members
The TC will carry out a survey among previous participants
in conferences and projects related to frost geotechnics. We
will also contact member societies to access new potential
(young) participants within the field.
4. Generate a list of major publications on frost geotechnics
(suggestion by Jean-Louis Briaud).
STATUS OBJECTIVE 1
We have to aim at organizing a frost geotechnics conference,
symposium or workshop in 2013. During our committee-meeting in 2011 we have to decide on an organizing committee and
location for this conference.
Objective 2 Guidelines and technical recommendations
1. Collection of available standards.
2. Overview of standards, codes and guidelines will be established during the period.
3. Evaluation of similarities and differences will be carried out
during the period.
4. Based on the previous items 1-3, guidelines and recommendations for practice will be discussed.
STATUS OBJECTIVE 2
We have made some progress here. Still need more input from
countries outside Europe.
Objective 3 Assist with technical programs of international
and regional conferences organized by ISSMGE
STATUS OBJECTIVE 3
Several members of the TC216 is on the international advisory
committee of the 2nd International Conference on Transportation
Geotechnics (ICTG), see
http://congress.coop.hokudai.ac.jp/tc3conference/.
I need some feed-back from you on other ISSMGE-conferences
that we should get involved in.
Objective 4 Interact with industry and overlapping
organizations
1. Cooperate with International Permafrost Associations Work
Group for Permafrost Engineering. Several of the TCs
members are also member of this group.
2. Re-establish cooperation with organizations working on
artificial ground freezing.
STATUS OBJECTIVE 4
We have good co-operation with IPA, but we have to get involved with organizations working on artificial ground freezing.
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC301 - HISTORIC SITES
PRESERVATION OF MONUMENTS AND HISTORIC
SITES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

Date: 2011-05-31
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by:C. Viggiani

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- On the occasion of the ICSMGE in Paris, either a special
session or a satellite conference;
- Special session and Committee meeting at the forthcoming ECSMGE in Athens

Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Carlo Viggiani
Yoshimi Iwasaki
Alessandro Flora

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
Work task
Web page and library
Exemplary case histories

YES

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Lancellotta, Flora
Web page ready, library to be
filled with contributions
Burland, Viggiani
Starting

Future plans
Extract general indications for
possible guidelines

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
C. Viggiani
Chair
viggiani@unina.it
Y. Iwasaki
Vice-chair
yoshi-iw@geor.or.jp
A. Flora
Secretary
flora@unina.it
J. Burland
Member of Executive
j.burland@imperial.ac.uk
M. K. El Ghamrawy
Member of Executive
mkelg@ghamrawy.com
C. Tsatsanifos
Member of Executive
pangaea@otenet.gr
V. Ulitsky
Member of Executive
Ulitsky.vladimir@gmail.com
G. Calabresi
Member of Executive
g.calabresi@alice.it
A. Khasanov
Member of Executive
Askar_hasanov@mail.ru
E. Ovando Shelley
Member of Executive
eovs@pumas.iingen.unam.mx
N. Al-Sa'oudi
Member
namirks@yahoo.com
L. Aradi
Member
laradi@freestart.hu
C. Augarde
Member
charles.augarde@dur.ac.uk
K. Avellan
Member
kari.avellan@kareg.com
J. Brendstrup
Member
jbr@cowi.dk
D. Egglezos
Member
degle@tee.gr
N. Ilies
Member
nicoleta.ilies@cif.utcluj.ro
R. Lancellota
Member
renato.lancellota@polito.it
J. Launay
Member
jlaunay@vinci-construction.com
M. Lisyuk
Member
mbl@georec.spb.ru
M. Makarchian
Member
makarchian@yahoo.com
S. Martinetti
Member
sandro.martinetti@libero.it
M. Mimura
Member
mimura@geotech.dpri.kyoto-u.ac.jp
D. Parry
Member
rhgparry@tiscali.co.uk
J. M. Rodriguez Ortiz
Member
info@gammageotecnica.e.telefonica.net
C. Tanimoto
Member
tanimotochikaosa@gmail.com
T. O. Zhunusov
Member
Zhunisov2008@mail.ru

Country
Italy
Japan
Italy
UK
Egypt
Greece
Russia
Italy
Uzbekistan
Mexico
Iraq
Hungary
UK
Finland
Denmark
Greece
Romania
Italy
France
Russia
Iran
Italy
Japan
UK
Spain
Japan
Kazakhstan
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC302 - FORENSIC
FORENSIC GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING
Terms of Reference
Prepare a book either as a manual or as an introductory guide
on the forensic procedures to be followed in failure investigations pertaining to geotechnical engineering. The book shall
contain procedures for systematic scrutiny of every stage of
planning, investigations (both field and laboratory), evaluation
and selection of design parameters, analysis and design,
construction techniques adopted, detailed documentation
regarding quality control, problems encountered including
meteorological conditions, etc.

- TF 9: Case Histories. – Hwang.
- TF 10: Technical vulnerabilities. – Rob Jessop
All the task forces are active and their final reports are expected
to be completed by Dec. 2012.
Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities
you have held or plan to hold.
a. A workshop on "Failures, Disputes, Causes and Solutions
in Geotechnics" organized by Prof. Mesci during 24-25,
September 2010, in Budapest.
b. A symposium on "Forensic Approach to Analysis of Geohazard Problems" on 14-15 December 2010 in Mumbai,
India, was Organized by V.V.S. Rao.
c. A separate session on FGE is organized by Prof. Lee as a
part of ARC 2011 in Hong Kong
d. An International symposium on "Backwards Problem in
Geotechnical Engineering and Monitoring of GeoConstruction" is organized in Osaka on July 14 & 15, 2011
by Prof. Yoshi Iwasaki
e. Prof. Babu is organizing a seminar in Kochi (India) during
Dec. 2011 on the theme of Forensic analysis of geosynthetic constructions.
f. Prof. Popescu and Mr. David Starr are planning to hold
seminars in USA and in Australia respectively, during
2012.

To achieve the objective, the following task forces with their
respective Leaders are constituted. These task forces have
worked during TC40 and hence partial work which has been
done will now be brought to completion:
- TF 1: Collection of data - P.W. Day
- TF 2: Characterization of distress. – David Starr
- TF 3: Development of failure hypothesis. – J. Mecsi
- TF 4: Diagnostic tests. – W.F. Lee
- TF 5: Back analysis – Popescu
- TF 6: Instrumentation. – Y. Iwasaki
- TF 7: Reliability aspects. – GLS Babu
Technical Committee TC302 FORENSIC Geotechnical
- TF 8: Legal Issues – Jan Hellings
Engineering
Name
Function
e-mail address
Country
Dr. V.V.S. RAO
Chair
nagadivvs@gmail.com
India
Prof. M.R. MADHAV
Vice-chair
madhavmr@gmail.com
India
Prof. G.L.S. BABU
Secretary and Leader, TF 7
gls@civil.iisc.ernet.in
India
Mr. P.W. DAY
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 1
day@jaws.co.za
S. Africa
Mr. DAVID STARR
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 2
david_starr@bigpond.com.
Australia
Prof. J. MECSI
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 3
jmecsi@gmail.com
Hungary
Prof. W.F. LEE
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 4
weilee@mail.ntust.edu.tw
Taiwan
Prof. M. POPESCU
Member of Executive, Leader. TF 5
Mihail.e.popescu@gmail.com
USA
Prof. Y. IWASAKI
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 6
Yoshi-iw@feor.or.jp
Japan
Dr. JAN HELLINGS
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 8
jan@janhellings.com
UK
Dr. R. HWANG
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 9
Richard.hwang@maaconsultants.com
Taiwan
Mr. ROB JESSEP
Member of Executive, Leader, TF 10
rob@jessep.net
UK
MEMBERS:
ALAIN PECKER
AXEL NG
CICHY, W.
DIRK LUGAR
ENRICO CONTE
ENRIQUE DAPENA
FILATOV, A.V.
GRANT MURRAY
HIGHT, D.
ITOH, K.
MALEK BOAZZA
MARCO UZIELLI
PHOON, K.K.
PUPPALA, ANAND
ROBERT, J.
SURAJ de SILVA
VINCENZO CAPUTO
Tony Barry

Alain.pecker@geodynamique.com
Axel.ng@aecom.com
wcic@pg.gda.pl
Dirk.lugar@deltares.nl
conte@dds.unical.it
Enrique.dapena@cedex.es
Niisp.karmeti@mail.ru
gmurray@skm.co.nz
d.w.hight@dial.pipex.com
k-ito@s.jniosh.go.jp
Malek.bouazza@eng.monash.edu.au
muz@georisk.eu
cvepk@nus.edu.sg
anand@uta.edu
jrobert@arcadis-fr.com
Suraj.desilva@aecom.com
caputo@unibas.it
tbarry@evalueco.com

France
Hong Kong
Poland
Netherlands
Italy
Spain
Kazakhstan
New Zealand
UK
Japan
Australia
Italy
Singapore
USA
France
Hong Kong
Italy
UK
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC303 - FLOODS
COASTAL AND RIVER DISASTER MITIGATION AND
REHABILITATION
Date: May 20, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Susumu Iai
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Susumu Iai
--R. Scott Steedman

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
See ISSMGE website.

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
The following TC members nominated by TOC have not
been responsive (TC303 has not been able to determine
whether or not they wish to be TC members):
Don deGroot (USA)
M. de Puy (USA)
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
Please paste the link on ISSMGE website to the following
website of TC303 on floods:
Work task
Book publication*
Book editing

https://sites.google.com/site/tc303issmge/home
The above website will provide the most up-to-date info,
including the newly available publication by TC303 on
floods.
4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- May 2011: The 3rd International Conference on
Geotechnical Engineering for Disaster Mitigation and
Rehabilitation (GEDMAR), Semarang, Indonesia
- December 2010: International Symposium on Geotechnical and Geosynthetics Engineering, Bangkok. Thailand
- March 2011: Forum on Large Scale Combined Hazards in
Coastal Areas, Kyoto, Japan
- March 2012 (tentative): Second Forum on Large Scale
Combined Hazards in Coastal Areas, Kyoto, Japan
- November 2012: International Conference on Ground Improvement with Special Reference to Natural Hazards
Mitigation
and
Transportation
Infrastructure,
Wollongong, Australia
- 2014: The 4th International Conference on Geotechnical
Engineering for Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation
(GEDMAR), Kyoto, Japan
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Iai, S (ed) "Geotechnics and Earthquake
Geotechnics towards Global Sustainability", Springer, March 2011*
Chu Jian/2013/book on flood disaster
mitigation
Koji Ichii/2013/archiving of flood disasters

Progress
Future plans
Completed (a copy given to ISSMGE N/A
president on May 18, 2011,
Semarang, Indonesia)
Initial draft completed
Continue to solicit
contributions
Plan underway
Continue

Guidelines and
recommendations
Primary Conference of
S.P.R. Wardani/2011/3rd GEDMAR,
Completed
TC303
Semarang, Indonesia, May 2011
Other conferences (see
2012/2014
Plan underway
the list in 5)
*http://www.springer.com/earth+sciences+and+geography/book/978-94-007-0469-5?changeHeader
Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country
The formal list of members can be found on ISSMGE website.
Additional list of members, including the correspondence members, can be found at

N/A
Continue

https://sites.google.com/site/tc303issmge/home
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC304 - RISK
ENGINEERING PRACTICE OF RISK ASSESSMENT AND
MANAGEMENT
Date: May 18, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Kok-Kwang Phoon and Jianye Ching
Chair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Kok-Kwang Phoon
Gordon Fenton
Jianye Ching

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

NO

2. Are any TC members not responsive?
NO
We have no current concerns about our TC membership.
3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

NO

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
Past activities
- Special TC304/GEOSNET session in 17th Southeast Asian
Geotechnical Conference (17th SEAGC, 10-13 May 2010,
Taipei, Taiwan)
Organizers: J Ching, JR Chen & KK Phoon
Contributions:
 Y. Honjo et al., level III reliability based design by
response surfaces: an embankment & level III reliability
based design by response surfaces: pad foundation
 J.H. Park et al., resistance factors calibration for driven
steel pipe piles using static load tests database
 M. Shirato et al., LRFD for the structural design of piles in
grouped-pile foundations
 K.-H. Yang & J. Ching, reliability-based design for external
stability of narrow mechanically stabilized earth wall
 T. Schweckendiek & E.O.F. Calle, a factor of safety for
geotechnical characterization
 B. K. Low, slope reliability analysis: some insights and
guidance for practitioners
 Z. Cao et al., probabilistic failure analysis of James Bay
Dyke
 S.-H. Wu et al., spatial variability impact on reliabilitybased design for basal heave in an excavation
 A.M. Santoso et al., flow of water through spatially
heterogeneous soil
 J. Ching et al., reliability of slopes with weak seams
- International Symposium on Forensic Geotechnical Engineering (14-15 Dec 2010, Mumbai, India)
Supported by TC304
Collaborate with TC302 (Forensic Geotechnical Engineering)
- 3rd International Conference on Geotechnical Engineering for
Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation (GEDMAR 2011, 4-6
May 2011, Semarang, Indonesia)
Supported by TC304
Collaborate with TC202, TC203, TC211, TC213, TC302 and
TC303
- Special TC304 session in 14th Asian Regional Conference on
Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering (14ARC, 2327 May 2011, Hong Kong)

Organizers: Limin Zhang and Yu Wang
Contributions:
 J. Ching, model uncertainties for basal heave stability of
excavations in clays
 K. Kishor, investigation and monitoring of historical landslides in a part of Himalaya
 D.Q. Li, stochastic response surface method applied to
reliability analysis of slope stability
 Y. Wang, probabilistic failure analysis of the Shek Kip Mei
landslide in Hong Kong
 K.K. Phoon, probability models for SWCC and hydraulic
conductivity
 L.M. Zhang, assessment of risks of soil deposits formed
during Wenchuan earthquake
 S. Nishimura, spatial distributions of strength of a river dike
based on synthesis of sounding tests and surface wave
method
 T. Hui & K. Ho, review of risk tolerability criteria for
quantitative risk assessment
Ongoing activities
- 3rd International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety and
Risk (3rd ISGSR, 2-3 June 2011, Munich, Germany). Supported by TC304
 Keynote lecture by KK Phoon, J Ching & JR Chen on
"How Reliable Are Reliability-Based Multiple Factor Code
Formats?"
 Joint TC304/TC205 panel on "The basis for partial factors probability or experience?"
 Short course on "Reliability Analysis and Design in
Geotechnical Engineering", 1 June 2011, Munich, Germany
(Instructors: KK Phoon)
- Georisk 2011, ASCE (26-28 June 2011, Atlanta, USA)
 Joint Committee Meeting between Geo-Institute Technical
Committee on Risk Assessment and Management (GIRAM) and ISSMGE TC304, 26 June 2011.
 Keynote lecturers from TC304:
 John Christian & Greg Baecher "Unresolved Problems in
Geotechnical Risk and Reliability"
 Suzanne Lacasse & Farrokh Nadim "Learning to Live
with Geohazards: From Research to Practice"
 Sessions organizers from TC304:
 Quantitative risk analysis for embankments, dams and
slopes (organiser: Limin Zhang)
72 Probabilistic slope stability analysis of a 300 m high
embankment dam, by Qun Chen, Sichuan University and Li-Ying Chang, Sichuan University.
73 Identification of hazardous loose landslide deposits
and scars formed during the 2008 Wenchuan earthquake, by H.F. Zhao, Hong Kong University of
Science and Technology and Limin Zhang, Hong
Kong University of Science and Technology.
132 Bounding the Probability of Failure for Levee Systems, by Justin Hollenback, University of California
Berkeley and Robb Moss, California Polytechnic
State University.
150 Breaching of Changkai Levee in June 2010 in
Jiangxi Province, China, by Ming Peng, Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology and Limin
Zhang, Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology.
177 Distinct Element Modelling for High Rock Slopes
in Static and Dynamic Conditions: A Case Study, by
Ganesh W. Rathod, Indian Institute of Technology
Delhi, A.K. Shrivastava, Delhi Technological
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University, Delhi and K.S. Rao, Indian Institute of
Technology Delhi.
183 Reliability analysis of stone columns for ground improvement, by Jose A. Alonso-Pollan, Dragados,
S.A. and Rafael Jimenez, Technical University of
Madrid.
 Limit state design in geotechnical engineering (organizer:
Yu Wang)
39 A Comparative Study of Drilled Shaft Design Using
LRFD and Expanded RBD, by Yu Wang, City
University of Hong Kong, Zijun Cao, City University of Hong Kong and Fred H. Kulhawy, Cornell
University.
61 Limit States Design of Pile Foundations in Clay
Under Combined Action of Transient Uplift Loads
and Frost Jacking, by Konstantin Ashkinadze, EcoTechnica Inc.
62 Safety Margin in Design of Pile-Supported Structural Slabs for Frost Action, by Konstantin
Ashkinadze, Eco-Technica Inc.
67 Statistical
Characterization
And
Stochastic
Simulation Of Load-Displacement Behavior of
Shallow Footings, by Marco Uzielli, Georisk
Engineering S.r.l. and Paul Mayne, Georgia Institute
of Technology.
88 Reliability based design of base heave stability in
wide excavations, by Shih-Hsuan Wu, National
Taiwan University of Science and Technology,
Chang-Yu Ou, National Taiwan University of
Science and Technology and Jianye Ching, National
Taiwan University.
180 Probabilistic analysis of shallow foundations on
rocks obeying Hoek-Brown failure criterion, by Nut
Mao, University of Nantes, Tamara Al-Bittar,
University of Nantes and Abdul-Hamid Soubra,
University of Nantes.
 Geotechnical Assessment, Characterization and Design
for Risk Management (organizers: Hongwei Huang &
Dianqing Li)
279 Active Risk Management in Geotechnical Engineering, by Allen Marr, Geocomp Corporation.
201 Risk Assessment of Success Dam, California: Flood
Related Potential Failure Modes, by Loren
Anderson, RAC Engineers and Economists, Michael
Ruthford, US Army Corps of Engineers, Vlad
Perlea, US Army Corps of Engineers, David
Serafini, US Army Corps of Engineers, Jack
Montgomery, US Army Corps of Engineers and
David Bowles, Utah State University.
146 Geotechnical Risk in the Peruvian Andes, by
Arnaldo Carrillo-Gil, Ricardo Palma University,
Lima, Peru and Arnaldo Jose Carrillo-Acevedo, AC
Ingenieros Consultores S.A.C.
204 Quantified Risk Assessment of Shield Tunneling
Effects on Urban Cement Concrete Pavement, by
Qunfang Hu, Tongji University and Hongwei
Huang, Tongji University.
196 Risk Assessment of Success Dam, California: Earthquake Induced Potential Failure Modes, by Michael
Ruthford, US Army Corps of Engineers, Vlad
Perlea, US Army Corps of Engineers, David
Serafini, US Army Corps of Engineers, Michael
Beaty, Beaty Engineering LLC, Loren Anderson,
RAC Engineers and Economists and David Bowles,
Utah State University.

198 A Parametric Study on Factors Affecting Ground
Vibrations during Pile Driving through Finite Element Simulations, by Mo Zhang, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute and Mingjiang Tao, Worcester
Polytechnic Institute.
184 Rockfall and Mitigation Evaluation With 3-D Discrete Element Modelling, by Runing Zhang,
Metropolitan State College of Denver and Alan
Rock, Lodex Engineering.
211 GeoRisk in the Design Build Procurement Process,
by John Daoulas, Virginia Department of Transportation.
262 Owner Involvement - Choosing Risk Factors for
Shallow Foundations, by Roger Failmezger, In-Situ
Soil Testing, L.C. and Paul Bullock, Tolunay-Wong
Engineers, Inc.
209 Model Test Study of Soil Variation Impact on
Shield Tunnel Segment Structure, by Hongwei
Huang, Tongji University, Dongming Zhang, Tongji
University, Qunfang Hu, Shanghai Institute of Disaster Prevention and Relief and Jie Zhang, Tongji
University.
245 Mitigating Risk and Managing Foundation Cost &
Schedule on "Mega" Transmission Line Projects –
Beginning with the End in Mind, by Keith Yamatani,
Kleinfelder and Ashraf Jahangir, Kleinfelder.
258 Comparison Study on Computer Simulations for
Bridge Scour Estimation, by Xinbao Yu, Case
Western Reserve University, Junliang Tao, Case
Western Reserve University and Xiong Yu, Case
Western Reserve University
- Mini-symposium "Recent advances in geotechnical risk and
reliability", 11th International Conference on Applications of
Statistics and Probability in Soil and Structural Engineering
(ICASP11, 1-4 August 2011, ETH Zurich, Switzerland)
Organizers: KK Phoon, J Ching and Hsein Juang
Contributions:
 S.O. Akbas & F.H. Kulhway, reliability-based design of
shallow foundations in cohesionless soils under compression loading: ultimate limit state
 Y.F. Lee et al., evaluating model uncertainty of a CPTbased model for earthquake-induced soil liquefaction
 S.-I. Nishimura et al., spatial distributions for strength of
embankments based on synthesis of sounding tests and surface wave method
 J.H. Park et al., reliability analysis of axially loaded drilled
shafts socketed in weathered rock based on bidirectional
load test results
 D.V. Griffiths et al., application of random finite element
method to bearing capacity design of strip foundation
 T. Schweckendiek et al., on optimal site investigation for
piping
 E.M. Thompson & L.G. Baise, methods for incorporating a
variety of site response estimates into seismic hazard maps
 Y. Wang et al., back-analysis of the 1999 Shek Kip Mei
landslide in Hong Kong - a probabilistic approach
 Y. Watabe et al., development of a computer-based evaluation system for soil parameters in the reliability design
method
 Ching et al., challenges in limit equilibrium based slope
reliability problems
- 5th Asian-Pacific Symposium on Structural Reliability and its
Applications (APSSRA 2012, 23-25 May 2012, Singapore)
 Sessions organizers from TC304:
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 Recent advancement in geotechnical reliability-based
design and analysis (organiser: J Ching, Yu Wang, & JR
Chen) – 15 papers
 Monte Carlo Methods and Engineering Applications
(organizer: Yu Wang & Ivan Au) – number of papers not
known yet
- Collaborate with TC205/ETC10 to develop reliability solutions for ETC10 examples (http://www.eurocode7.com/etc10/)
(Liaisons: J Ching from TC304 and T Orr from TC205)
Future activities
- TC304 Workshop in conjunction with the 2nd National
Symposium on risk management and Insurance Research in
civil Engineering in Beijing, 2012 (proposed by Hongwei)
- TC304 Geotechnical symposium on "difficulties and challenges in landslide risk mitigation and management in hilly

areas, particularly in Himalayas" India, 2012 (proposed by
Kishor)
Meetings
- 1st TC304 meeting from 14 Oct to 22 Oct 2010 – for executive group only (BY EMAIL)
- 2nd TC304 meeting from 10 Nov to 17 Nov 2010 (by email)
- 3rd TC304 meeting, 14th Asian Regional Conference on Soil
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, 25 May 2011
- 4th TC304 meeting, 3rd International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety and Risk, 3 June 2011
- Joint Committee Meeting between Geo-Institute Technical
Committee on Risk Assessment and Management (GI-RAM)
and ISSMGE TC304, 26 June 2011.
5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(

Work task
Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Task Force 1:
1. Email list of upcoming conferences and ask
Interaction with industry
members for short course proposals (Farrokh
and education (coordiNadim)
nated by Farrokh Nadim) 2. Develop of a 2-day geotechnical risk
management course (Martin van Staveren)
3. Gather teaching resources (Mark Jaksa)
4. Coordinate a short course with CISM
(Vaughan Griffiths)
5. Compile a list of short courses in near future
for posting on TC304 website (Jianye Ching)

Task Force 2:
1. Collect relevant guidelines and risk-related
Compilation of guideinternational resources from industry,
lines and other technical
government and academe for TC304 website
resources (coordinated by
(Vaughan Griffiths):
Vaughan Griffiths)
 Recommended reading list
 General reading list
2. Bibliography database (Vaughan Griffiths)
Task Force 3:
1. Translate practice guide on geotechnical risk
Coordination with
management published by Deltares in Dutch
broader risk community
to English for dissemination (Martin van
(Coordinated by Martin
Staveren)
van Staveren)
2. Translate the generic risk management
principles of ISO-31000 into practical geoprinciples (Martin van Staveren, Lars Olsson)

Task Force 4:
1. Set up TC304 website and circulate URL to
Communication/dissemimembers (Jianye Ching)
nation (Coordinated by
2. Establish benchmark "tutorial" examples
Jianye Ching)
(Jianye Ching)
Task Force 5:
1. Special GEOSNet/TC304 session at 17th
Conference coordination
Southeast Asian Geotechnical Conference,
(Coordinated by Ken Ho)
May 10-13, 2010 (Jianye Ching, KK Phoon)
2. Collaborate with TC302 (Forensic Geotechnical Engineering) on International
Symposium on Forensic Geotechnical Engineering, 14-15 Dec 2010, Indian Institute of
Technology Bombay, Mumbai, India.
3. Special TC304 session at 14th Asian Regional
Conference, 23–27 May 2011 (Limin Zhang,

Progress
Future plans
Work has started (Farrokh) The list will be discussed in the meeting
Topics and course materi- planned in Atlanta on 26
als (slides and book) are
June and finalized
ready to use for 2-day
shortly afterwards
"Professional Geotechnical (Farrokh)
Risk Management Course"
(Martin van Staveren)
Making course models
country-specific with
interested members and
give the course in member countries are connected to conferences (in
2012) (Martin van
Staveren)
Bibliography list under
Status of list would be
compilation.
discussed during Atlanta
meeting, 26 June.

Awaiting approval for
budget allocation for the
translation
Is ongoing in the Dutch
GeoImpuls Failure Cost
Reduction Program

Translating the guide in
English for dissemination in the geotechnical
community (as soon as
budget is provided)

Publication of the geoprinciples and the experiences with using
them in a journal or
conference paper (by
2012)
TC304 website is hosted at Work with ETC10 on
Webpage: http://jyching.
"tutorial" examples
twbbs.org/issmge/tc304.ht
m
Events #1-#4 completed.
Future events being
Events #5-#7 ongoing.
considered #8-#9
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Work task

Task Force 6:
Risk analysis and software (Coordinated by
Lars Olsson)

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Progress
Yu Wang)
4. Collaborate with TC303 (Coastal and River
Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation) on 3rd
International Conference on Geotechnical
Engineering for Disaster Mitigation and
Rehabilitation (GEDMAR 2011), Semarang,
Indonesia, 4-6 May 2011
5. Collaborate with GEOSNet on 3rd International Symposium on Geotechnical Safety
and Risk (ISGSR 2011), Munich, 2011
6. Mini-symposium "Recent advances in
geotechnical risk and reliability", 11th International Conference on Applications of
Statistics and Probability in Soil and Structural Engineering (ICASP11), 1-4 August
2011, ETH Zurich, Switzerland.
7. ASCE Georisk 2011 "Risk assessment and
management in geoengineering" Atlanta, GA,
June 26 - 28, 2011
8. TC304 Workshop in conjunction with the 2nd
National Symposium on risk management
and Insurance Research in civil Engineering
in Beijing, 2012 (Hongwei Huang)
9. TC304 Geotechnical symposium on "difficulties and challenges in landslide risk mitigation and management in hilly areas, particularly in Himalayas" India, 2012.
1. Coordinate development of risk analysis
Ongoing
procedures (Lars Olsson)
2. Develop framework for Risk Breakdown
Ongoing
Structure (Lars Olsson)
3. Compile list of software including a price
Ongoing
estimate for TC304 website (Lars Olsson,
Jianye Ching)

Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail
address and country
http://www.issmge.org/web/page.aspx?refid=689
Engineering Practice of Risk Assessment and Management
Host Member Society: Singapore. Short name: Risk (TC304) Terms of Reference - to be approved
Members
Y. Ashkey (Kazakhstan)
Gregory Baecher (USA)
Hansgeorg Balthaus (Germany)
Robert Berkelaar (Netherlands)
Laura Caldeira (Portugal)
Paul Cools (Netherlands)
P. Ganne (Belgium)
Anthony TC Goh (Singapore)
Vaughn Griffiths (USA)
Ken Ho (Hong Kong)
Hongwei Huang (China)
Mark Jaksa (Australia)
Leena Korkiala-Tanttu (Finland)
Kishor Kumar (India)
Dianqing Li (China)
B.K. Low (Singapore)

Future plans

Make a draft RBS
"frame" for comments
by TC304 members
Create database based on
web-based survey within
ISSMGE

Webpage: http://jyching.twbbs.org/issmge/tc304.htm
TC Chair: K. K. Phoon (cvepkk@nus.edu.sg)
TC Vice Chair: Gordon Fenton (Canada)
(Gordon.Fenton@dal.ca)
TC Secretary: JY Ching (SEAGS) (jyching@gmail.com)
Dagang Lu (China)
Farrokh Nadim (Norway)
Laszlo Nagy (Hungary)
Shin-ichi Nishimura (Japan)
Ali Noorzad (Iran)
Lars Olsson (Sweden)
Nick Sartain (UK)
Bernd Schuppener (Germany)
Timo Schweckendiek (Netherlands)
V.I. Sheinin (Russia)
Kenichi Soga (UK)
Abdul-Hamid Soubra (France)
M. Suzuki (Japan)
Pavlos Tyrologou (Greece)
Martin van Staveren (Netherlands)
Yu Wang (Hong Kong)
Limin Zhang (Hong Kong)
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC305 - MEGACITIES
GEOTECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR MEGA CITIES
AND NEW CAPITALS
Date: May 21, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Makoto NambaChair:
Vice-Chair:
Secretary:

Arsenio Negro Jr
--Makoto Namba

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?
NO
The Terms of Reference will be distributed by May 31st.
2. Are any TC members not responsive?

NO

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?
Target date: June, 20 2011

NO

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- As the first event of 2011 and taking opportunity of the
14th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering, to be held on 23 to 26 May in
Hong Kong, the committee will accomplish the Workshop on Recent Projects in Megacities and New Capitals.
The workshop was conceived and organized through the
efforts of Prof. Askar Zhusupbekov, from Kazakhstan,
Vice-President of ISSMGE for Asia, with a modest support of the TC305 Secretariat. The committee managed
the gathering of six leading geotechnical professionals
from Asia, to cover topics on Megacities projects ranging
from airports, metro systems, underground spaces and
other infrastructures. The Technical Program is as follows:
2011, May 26, 1st Session : 13:50–15:50
Chairman: Prof. Askar Zhussupbekov (Eurasian National University, Kazakhstan, Vice President of ISSMGE for Asia)
Moderator: Mr. Makoto Namba (TC305 Secretary,
Bureau de Projetos, Brazil)
Secretary: Dr. Rauan Lukpanov (TC305 Member, KGS
Ltd, Kazakhstan)
1. Dr. Yoshinori Iwasaki (Prof. Dep. of World Heritage,
Cyber University/Executive Director Geo-Research
Inst., Japan), "Mega City above Hidden Active Fault"
2. Dr. John Chien Chung Li (CECI Engineering
Consultants - Taiwan),
"Damages
and
Rehabilitation of Morakot Typhoon Disaster in
Taiwan".
3. Dr. Eun C Shin (University of Incheon - Korea),
"Metro Construction Work in Incheon, Korea"

2nd Session : 16:20–17:50
Chairman: Prof. Askar Zhussupbekov (Eurasian National University, Kazakhstan, Vice President of ISSMGE for Asia)
Moderator: Mr. Makoto Namba (TC305 Secretary,
Bureau de Projetos, Brazil)
Secretary: Dr. Rauan Lukpanov (TC305, KGS Ltd,
Kazakhstan)
4. Dr. Yoichi Watabe (Port and Airport Research Institute - Japan), "Development History of the Tokyo
International Airport".
5. Dr. Daman Lee (ARUP - Hong Kong), "Mega City –
Hong Kong Underground Space".
6. Dr. Askar Zhusupbekov (Eurasian National University - Kazakhstan), Dr. Viktor Popov (KaragandaGIIZ
and K, Ltd-Kazakhstan) and Dr. Talgat Baitassov
(Eurasian National University-Kazakhstan)
7. "Geotechnical Issues of Megaprojects on Problematical Soil Ground of Kazakhstan".
- The second event programmed to 2011 (December) is the
Twin Cities Seminar in São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil (Term of Reference, in Annex 2). Until now it has
been defined topics and authors. Two books will be edited based on the proceedings of the seminar, under the
title "Soils of the City of Sao Paulo" and "Soils of the
City of Rio de Janeiro". The subjects and the authors for
Sao Paulo are as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Geology of Great Sao Paulo, Claudio Riccomini,
Hugo Cássio Rocha
Hydrogeology of Great Sao Paulo, Ricardo Hirata,
Hugo Cássio Rocha
Shearing Resistance and Deformability of Sedimentary Soils of Sao Paulo Basin, Faiçal Massad,
Fernando Marinho
Shearing Resistance and Deformability of Residual
Soils, Marcos Massao Futai, Carlos de Souza Pinto
Correlations Between Geotechnical Parameters,
Luciano Decourt, Arthur Quaresma Filho
Foundations, Frederico Falconi, Werner Bilfinger,
Waldemar Hachich
Natural Slopes, Claudio Michael Wolle, Eduardo
Macedo, Makoto Namba, Frederico Bohland Neto
Excavations, Jaime Marzionna, Ivan Grandis
Tunnels, Tarcísio Barreto Celestino, Marco Aurélio
Peixoto
Ground Contamination, Paulo Ivo Braga Queiroz,
Barbara Chiodeto de Paula Silva, Vivian Leme
Sanches
Proposal for Register of Subsurface Interferences,
Sérgio Pallazo, Nestor Tupinambá, Francisco Ribeiro
Neto
Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Landfills, Maria
Eugenia Boscov, Fernando Marinho
Site Investigation, Scandar Ignatius, Antonio Sérgio
Damasco Penna

5. Please list the work ask(s) you assigned to TC members and
comment on progress and future plans. Include, where relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s)
Work task
Workshop at 14th ARC

Responsible/deadline/deliverable
Askar Zhussupbekov/Makoto Namba

Progress
As planned

Sao Paulo - Rio de Janeiro Local
Twin Cities Seminar organization

Argimiro Ferreira/Makoto Namba; deadline: Delayed
Dez-2011

Future plans
Makes available the presentations on the webpage
Collect the papers until the end
of September
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Please list the members of the TC, their function, e-mail address and country
Name
Function
e-mail address
Arsenio Negro Jr
Chair
bureau@bureauprojetos.com.br
Vice-chair
Makoto Namba
Secretary
bureau@bureauprojetos.com.br
Hirokazu Akagi
Core Member
akagi@waseda.jp
V.A. Ilyichev
Core Member
antc@antcraasn.com; rssmgfe@niiosp.ru
Eric Leca
Core Member
e.leca@systra.com
A.Zh. Zhusupbekov
Member
astana-geostroi@mail.ru
Jim Cook
Member
jim@jimcook.net
T. Hashimoto
Member
hasimoto@geor.or.jp
Habib Shahnazari
Member
hshahnazari@iust.ac.ir
K. Komiya
Member
komiya.kazuhito@it-chiba.ac.jp
Dr. Ashish
Member
ajuneja@iitb.ac.in
Ammar
Member
ammar.dhouib@vinci-construction.fr
Isabel Moitinho de Almeida
Member
imalmeida@fc.ul.pt
Manuel Matos Fernandes
Member
mfern@fe.up.pt
P. Ganne
Member
pga@bbri.be
Colin Eddie
Member
colin.eddie@morganest.com
Dr. Pal Gyorgy
Member
gyorgyek@t-online.hu
Argimiro Alvarez Ferreira
Member
argimiroaf@gmail.com; alvarez@metrosp.com.br
Dipanjan Basu
Member
dbasu@engr.uconn.edu
Edgar Mendez Sanchez
Member
emendezs@iingen.unam.mx
Moises Juarez Camarena
Member
mjuarezc@iingen.unam.mx
Ing. Luis Marin
Member
lmarin32@gmail.com
Massimo Ramondini
Member
ramondin@unina.it
Maurizio Sciotti
Member
maurizio.sciotti@gmail.com
Corresponding member

Country
Brazil
Brazil
Japan
Russia
France
Kazakhstan
UK
Japan
Iran
Japan
India
France
Portugal
Portugal
Belgium
UK
Hungary
Brazil
USA
Mexico
Mexico
Ecuador
Italy
Italy
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TC305 GEOTECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR MEGA
CITIES AND NEW CAPITALS
ANNEX 1

- To promote a session or a workshop during the next
ICSMGE, Paris 2013;
- To encourage and stream the preparation of papers from
TC305 members to the ISSMGE International Journal
of Geo-Engineering Case histories.

Terms of Reference
The main goal of this technical committee is to contribute to the
general practice of those working in a Mega City scenario, to
gather and share their experience on foundations, tunnels,
excavations, earthquake engineering, slope stability, soft soils,
environmental geotechnics and others.

1.2. At a regional level
- To organise regional workshops at the occasion of large
or challenging projects:
- To encourage the active participation (papers, lectures,
workshops) of TC305 members at regional conferences.

Mega Cities demand a General Practitioner Geotechnical Engineer and requires the need for gathering and collating previous
experience to encourage technical development.

2.

To gather and collate geotechnical information
To set up data and cartographic instrument specification;
To establish access to public data;

Having this in mind, the objectives of TC305 for the period
2010-2013 are as follows.

3.

Interact with other TCs and organisations concerned
by Geotechnical Infrastructure for Mega Cities:

1.

To stimulate interaction between infrastructure
geotechnical engineers for mega cities, new capitals and
twin (sister) cities

1.1. At an international level
- To promote a workshop during the 14th Asian Regional
Conference, Hong Kong, May 2011;
- To promote organization of the Twin Cities Geotechnical Seminars (basic planning in annex) in 2012;

To establish or maintain contact with TCs having close
interests such as TC204 - (Underground Construction in
Soft Ground), TC211 - (Ground Improvement), TC212 –
(Deep Foundation), TC215 – (Environmental Geotechnics).
To cooperate with Deep Foundation Institute during the 4th
International Conference on Grouting and Deep Mixing,
15 - 18 February 2012, New Orleans, LA, United States.

Volume 6 - Page 210

TC305 GEOTECHNICAL INFRASTRUCTURE FOR MEGA
CITIES AND NEW CAPITALS
ANNEX 2
TC Megacities 305 - Twin Cities Geotechnical Seminars.
Background: it has been a tradition of the Sao Paulo branch of
the Brazilian Geotechnical Society (ABMS) to organize, every
ten to twenty years, a local seminar to gather and collate
summarized geotechnical and geological data related to Sao
Paulo City, conditioned mainly by sedimentary Paleocene stiff
and dense soils. Different contributors are invited to prepare
contributions, updating the knowledge on selected topics such
as local geology, hydro-geological conditions, soils microstructures, strength and deformability of local soils, performance of geotechnical structures as pavements, shallow and deep
foundations, natural and cut slopes, supported excavations,
tunnels, etc. A book is usually edited based on the proceedings
of the seminar, under the title "Soils of the City of Sao Paulo".
Published books resulted in noted editorial successes within the
local community. To increase national coverage and interest on
such publication, a second city was invited to participate in the
coming local seminar and the natural choice was Rio de Janeiro
with its residual soils occurring highland and soft organic clays
in the coastal sea plane. The choice of Rio was twofold. Firstly
it complements the review of soils including older (Pre-Cambrian) and younger (Quaternary) soils that also may occur in
Sao Paulo. Secondly, the Rio de Janeiro branch of ABMS has
always been a positively competing group to Sao Paulo’s and
this is thought to add flavour to a national event. The idea now
is to spread out internationally this type of meeting in the proposed format.
Tentative date: 2012.
Venues: local single day seminars, taking place in participating
countries, followed by a two or three day international seminar,
taking place at a convenient and selected low cost location. Sao
Paulo, Brazil has offered to host the international meeting.
Local Seminars: two or more local editors are requested to
invite local contributors to each selected topic. Editors are
expected to prepare an abridged draft of contents of the
contributions for the two selected cities. Moreover, editors
should review all contributions received to ensure technical
appropriateness and uniformity and to certify form homogeneity. Contributions should be prepared both in the local language
and in English, preferably side by side in a two columns page
A4 format. A proficient English review is recommended. A low
cost hard cover proceeding, with no more than 500 pages, plus
a CD copy, is to be published in each country, sponsored by the
local National Society and under the auspices of the TC
Megacities 305-ISSMGE, with copyrights provisions for
duplication in an international volume edition. Proceedings
shall be published and distributed in the single day local seminar, in which authors involved will present orally their work,
preferably in their home language. Costs of local seminar

organization shall be covered by the respective National
Society.
International Seminar: after completion of all national seminars, an international seminar will be organized for cross
reviewing contributions from all participating countries.
Selected editors will be in charge of preparing a sum up volume
in English only, largely based on each country contribution.
This shall be published as a CD volume with a printed abridged
text of the contents. Costs of this production shall be covered
by the hosting country National Society. Eventually, all authors
of contributions from participating countries will be invited for
shorter presentations of their work, in English, during the international seminar. Costs of organizing the international seminar
shall also be covered by the hosting country National Society.
The credits of the international seminar organization and
proceedings edition volume will be shared by the hosting
National Society and by TC Megacities 305-ISSMGE.
Organizing committees: an international committee composed
by members of TC305 and by the secretary and editors of the
local seminars plus representatives of the hosting country
National Society shall be responsible for organizing the international seminar and for publishing the international proceeding edition volume. This committee will also have the role of
supervising the organization of local seminars and publication
of proceedings volumes. Local seminars will be organized by
representatives of participating countries National Societies and
local editors.
Participating countries: any country accommodating preferably two megacities and/or new capitals and/or important urban
centres can participate in the seminars. Countries that have been
approached and reacted favourably to the invitation were:
Brazil (with Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro Cities), Chile (with
Santiago and Valparaiso), Italy (cities not yet defined, possibly
Rome and Torino or Naples), China (with Shanghai and Hong
Kong), Kazakhstan (with Almaty and Astana), Russia (with
Moscow and St. Petersburg), Japan (Tokyo and Osaka) and
Portugal (Lisbon and O Porto). Additional prospective interested countries at this moment are USA and Korea.
Provisional organization: at international level by current TC
Megacities 305 members (Chaired by Dr. Arsenio Negro at
bureau@bureauprojetos.com.br
with Mr. Makoto Namba, TC305 appointed Secretary, also at
bureau@bureauprojetos.com.br).
At local levels: in Chile by Mr. Juan Carlos Pozo, in Italy by
Prof. Giulia Viggiani and Dr. Marco Barla, in China by Prof.
Huang Hongwei and Prof. Zhang Limin, in Kazakhstan Prof.
Askar Zhussupbekov and Dr. Rauan Lukpanov, in Russia by
Prof. Michael Lisyuk and Dr. Mikhail L. Kholmyansky, in
Brazil by Mr. Argimiro A. Ferreira and Prof. Ian Schumann, in
Portugal Prof. Manuel Matos Fernandes and Prof. Isabel M.
Almeida, in Japan by Prof. Hirokazu Akagi and Prof.
Yoshimichi Tsukamoto
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ISSMGE TECHNICAL COMMITTEE ANNUAL REPORT
TC306 - GEO EDUCATION
GEO-ENGINEERING EDUCATION
Date: 31 May, 2011
Period covered by this report: October 2009 – May 2011
Prepared by: Mark Jaksa
Chair:
Vice‐Chair:
Secretary:

Mark Jaksa
Mounir Bouassida
Bryan McCabe

1. Have you distributed the Terms of Reference
to the TC members?

YES

2. Are any TC members not responsive?

YES

3. Is your TC webpage on the ISSMGE website
up to date?

YES

4. Please list the conferences and workshops and other activities you have held or plan to hold.
- Shaking the Foundations of Geo‐engineering Education 2012: The SFGE 2012 conference is the primary activity of TC306 and is to be held at the National University of Ireland, Galway, Ireland from 4‐6 July 2012. Planning
for the conference is progressing well with the first
announcement and call for papers to be issued shortly and
the keynote speakers and venue have been confirmed and
booked. A web site has been developed:
- http://www.conference.ie/Conferences/menu.asp?menu=6
83&Conference=127
5. Please list the work task(s) you assigned to TC members
and comment on progress and future plans. Include, where
relevant, target deadline and deliverable(s).
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Please list the members of the TC, their function, e‐mail address and country
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Appendix 7: Presentation of Audited Accounts 2009, 2010

R.N. Taylor
ISSMGE, Secretary General
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Appendix 8: Budget 2011 – 2013

M.C.R. Davies
iSSMGE VP for Australasia

1

GENERAL

The ISSMGE budget for the period 2011 to 2013 is presented in
the attached table. [N.B. The budget is presented in UK pounds
(£)]
The overall rationale for the budget is to permit the society
to function both effectively and professionally. Therefore, the
budget should facilitate the strategies developed by the
President and the Board together with the operational activities
proposed by the board level and presidential committees. In the
past these activities have been expressed in the ISSMGE budget
as the “Ordinary Budget” and the “Extraordinary Budget”.
However, because of the financial interaction between activities
allocated previously to these two budgets, it has been decided to
present the budget for the society as a single “Consolidated
Budget
2

RECEIPTS

2.1

Member Society subscriptions:

Administrative support and associated expenses are allocated
for the President. The President receives additional financial
support from the Geo-Institute of ASCE.
3.1.3 Conference support:
Includes support of Regional Young Geotechnical engineering
conferences. Support for the 5th International Young
Geotechnical Engineers' Conference is included in 2013.
3.1.4 List of members:
The Secretariat will not produce a list of members in 2011.
Council will be asked to decide what the future form of the list
of members should be, taking into account the difficulty in
obtaining comprehensive details from Member societies where
local privacy laws prevent dissemination of personal
information. A provision has been made for the list of members
in 2012 and 2013 should this be the will of Council.
3.1.5 Kevin Nash Gold Medal and Prizes:
Provision is made for the award of the Medal and Prizes at the
18th International Conference for Soil Mechanics and
Geotechnical Engineering.

Since 2007 the fee structure has been based on a Basic Fee per
Capita discounted to allow for low Purchasing Power Parity
(PPP) and for large Member Societies. The budget for 2011 is
the same as the projected final position for 2010. For
subsequent years fees remain the same but an annual growth in
membership of 2% is assumed.

These expenses were agreed at the Board meeting in New Delhi
(November 2010) in order to bring these more closely into line
with actual expenditure.

2.2

3.3

Corporate Associate Subscriptions:

For 2011 the fee for corporate membership of the Society has
been increased from US$400 to US$1500. A modest growth in
the number of Corporate Associates is projected. [N.B. the
membership designation of corporate organisations has been
renamed “Corporate Associates”]
2.3

Interest:

This is an estimate based on historical performance.
2.4

Conference Income:

Revenues from registration fees from conferences held under
the auspices of the ISSMGE.
3

EXPENDITURE

3.1

Secretariat:

3.1.1 Secretary General
Support for the Secretary General is based on the May 2010
proposal from the British Geotechnical Association to host the
secretariat.
3.1.2

3.2

Travel Expenses:

Information Technology (web site)

3.3.1 Licensing fee/web maintenance:
Proposals to change management arrangements for the ISSMGE
website in 2012 are reflected in the budget.
3.3.2 Future developments:
In 2011 provision has been made for the redesign of the
ISSMGE website by Geoengineer.org (which will then manage
the site). A provision has been made also for the ISSMGE to
support the development of and become co-founder of a content
rich interactive website for geotechnical engineers that will
complement the ISSMGE website.
3.4

Other Activities

3.4.1 International Seminars:
To contribute to the travel for ISSMGE Board members and
speakers participating in these outreach activities.
3.4.2 Travel of ISSMGE officers to FedIGS meetings:
Provision is made to support travel expenses for the President
and Secretary General to attend meetings of the FedIGS Board.

President:
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3.4.3 Initiatives:
Provision is made for as yet unspecified initiatives that might
emanate from the Board.
3.4.4 Webinars:
Annual fee for WebEx video conferencing service.
3.4.5 Contingency:
A provision is made for a contingency. Any unused contingency
will be transferred to the ISSMGE Foundation at the end of
each year.

4

CASH BALANCE

A modest surplus has been forecast for each year of this budget.
This results in the cash balance being forecast to increase by an
average of ~1% per year for the next 3 years. It is considered
prudent to conserve this reserve at present. This is because the
UK pound, the currency in which the ISSMGE operates, is
currently at a high level compared to the Swiss Franc, the
currency used to calculate membership subscriptions, and a
significant rise in the value of the UK pound would reduce the
income of the ISSMGE considerably.

ISSMGE CONSOLIDATED BUDGET 2011-2013
2011
£

2012
£

2013
£

168,000
23,000
2,000
5,000

171,360
28,000
2,000
5,000

174,787
31,000
2,000
5,000

198,000

206,360

212,787

18,000
32,000
5,000
6,000
22,000
4,000
1,000
88,000

18,000
37,000
5,000
6,000
22,000
4,000
2,500
1,000
95,500

18,000
39,000
5,000
6,000
22,000
20,000
2,500
2,000
5,000
119,500

Audit Fees & Bank Charges

14,000
10,500
29,000
53,500
5,300

14,000
10,500
29,000
53,500
5,300

14,000
10,500
29,000
53,500
5,300

Corporation Tax

3,800

3,800

3,800

7,200
8,704
15,904

8,704
16,100
24,804

9,000
9,000

5,000
2,000
5,000
4,500
5,000
21,500
188,004
9,996

5,000
2,000
5,000
4,500
5,000
21,500
204,404
1,956

5,000
2,000
5,000
4,500
5,000
21,500
212,600
187

486,918
496,914

496,914
498,870

498,870
499,057

RECEIPTS
Member Society Subscriptions
Corporate Associate Subscriptions
Interest
Conference Income
TOTAL INCOME
EXPENDITURE
Secretariat
President part time support
Secretary General support
Office expenses - President
Office expenses - Secretariat
Secretary General
Conference support
List of Members
Kevin Nash Gold Medal
Prizes
Sub total
Travel Expenses
President
Secretary General
Board members
Sub total

Information Technology (web site)
Licensing fee/web maintenance
Future developments
Sub total
Other Activities
International Seminars (e.g. travel)
Travel of ISSMGE officers to FedIGS meetings
Initiatives
Webinars
Contingency
Sub total
TOTAL EXPENDITURE
SURPLUS/(DEFICIT)
CASH BALANCE
Cash balance at 1st January
Cash balance at 31st December
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