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P.T .C ruz -  Brazil

Administrative report of T C 25 -  Tropical and residual so ils

C o m p t e  r e n d u  t e c h n i q u e  d e  l a  N o . C T  2 5  -  S o l s  t r o p i c a u x  e t  r é s i d u e l s

1 IN T R O D U C T IO N

The committee on Tropical and Residual Soils, has 26 nominal 

members o f 18 countries, to whom efforts were developed to en

courage their participation in the preparation o f  contributions to 

some specific topics related to tropical and residual soils.

Four themes were proposed to be consider that included:

a. Dry Soils and Rocks; or Desertic Soils and Rocks.

b. Soil problems related to Irrigation Projects in Arid and Semi- 

Arid Regions.

c. Isotropic Lateritic Soils - o f residual origin. Applications o f 

non saturated soil mechanics principles in engineering prac

tice.

d. Anisotropic Reliquiar Soils o f  residual origin (anisotropic 

saprolitic soils). Application o f  non saturated Soil Mechanics 

principles in engineering practice.

Committee Members were contacted, and though a few encour

aging answers were received, there were insufficient responses 

to organise sub-committees that would deal with any o f  the pro

posed themes.

A second trial was made taking into account that the large 

majority o f published papers on tropical and residual soils dealt 

with engineering properties o f  these materials, that it could be o f 

interest to report on engineering works that have effectively in

corporated these engineering properties in design and construc

tion. The second trial consisted in the publication o f  a book on 

Engineering Works in Tropical and Residual Soils, to be coordi

nated and edited by the chairman o f  TC-25, with contribution o f 

specialists on topics related to the subject.

Unfortunately, in spite, o f all the efforts made, only a partial 

fulfilment o f the original proposition was achieved. Thus far, 

four sound and comprehensive chapters have been prepared for a 

text on Dams, Roads and Excavations In Tropical And Residual 

Soils. Preceding these chapters there is a geological overview on 

tropical soils.

Though contributions from other countries were not received, 

the continental size o f Brazil provided a wide and valuable expe

rience on the matter, which was consolidated in this book by 

highly experienced and broadly well known Brazilian profes

sionals and teachers.

It is hoped that there will be support from the Organisers o f 

15ICSMGE to enable publication o f  Dams, Roads and Excava

tions In Tropical And Residual Soils, and to publicise and sell 

the text during the conference. Publication will be by a local 

Brazilian publisher with experience in producing similar texts. A 

complementary copy o f Dams, Roads and Excavations In Tropi

cal And Residual Soils could be given to each enrolled partici

pant of the Conference, supplied at practically their cost (about 

US$ 20.00 per copy). Also, the book could be sold at the Con

ference with a percentage o f  sales going to ISSMGE. In the later 

case we could supply previously an informative flyer on the 

book to be put in each participant’s case.

Any effort to promote and make available Dams, Roads and 

Excavations In Tropical And Residual Soils to the international 

geotechnical community is appreciated..
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