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Report on the activities of technical committee -  TC 20 

Compte rendu sur les activités de la commission technique NO 20

S.Thorburn -  The International Society for Soil Mechanics and Foundation Engineering

A B S T R A C T : T h is repo rt p resen ts the  tw elve  years o ld h isto ry  o f  the  in ternationa l co m m ittee  (T C 20) w hose  in terests and fonctions 

re la te  so le ly  to the  p rofessional p rac tice  o f  geo techn ica l eng ineering . It refe rs to the  excellen t rev iew s o f  in ternational prac tice  conducted  

by  th e  firs t tw o com m ittees be tw een  1985 and  1993.

T he rep o rt p resen ts the  decisions tak en  by the th ird  com m ittee  to p rog ress the earlie r w ork  in a  positive  m anner by  d evelop ing  a  m ission  

sta tem en t and  defin ing  ob jectives.

A  defin ition  is g iv en  o f  p ro fessional p rac tice  and  a  code o f  conduct is p resen ted  fo r approval by the  In ternational Society  (IS S M F E ).

1 IN T R O D U C T IO N

T w elv e  years  have  p assed  since the fo rm ation  o f  a  com m ittee  

w hose  te rm s o f  refe rence  re lated  p rim arily  to p rofessional 

prac tice . T h is  d epartu re  from  co m m ittees fo rm ed  to consider and 

prepare  g u idance  on  techn ica l and research  m atters w as un ique in 

th e  h is to ry  o f  the  In ternational S ociety  o f  Soil M echan ics and 

F o u n d a tio n  E n g in eerin g  (IS S M F E ). A lthough  the  task  g roup  is 

describ ed  as a  techn ica l co m m ittee  (T C 20), its in terests and 

func tio n s re la te  so le ly  to  the  in ternational prac tice  o f  

g eo techn ica l eng ineering . T here  is, therefore, no conflic t w ith  

th e  sc ien tific  and  techno log ica l aspects o f  the  o th er technical 

com m ittees.

T he firs t in ternationa l co m m ittee  charged  w ith  the  task  o f  

advan c in g  the  p rac tice  o f  geo techn ica l eng ineering  w as form ed 

in 1985, w h ich  w as the  year o f  the  X I IC S M F E  held  in San 

F rancisco , U SA . T h is  in ternationa l com m ittee, ac ting  und er the 

chairm an sh ip  o f  H  P  A ldrich , Jr, U SA , conducted  a rev iew  o f  

p rac tice  w ith in  the  m em b er coun tries o f  the  IS S M F E  w ith  the 

a im  o f  im p ro v in g  the  in ternational prac tice  o f  geo techn ical 

en g ineering  and  also  the  sta tu s o f  the p rofession .

T he second  com m ittee  (1989-1993), und er the  chairm ansh ip  o f  

P A  G reen , U K , cond u c ted  ano ther, m ore  ex tensive , rev iew  o f  

the  p rac tice  o f  g eo techn ica l eng ineering  in the  m em ber countries, 

and  th is  second  rev iew  fo llow ed  the  sty le  and  fo rm at o f  the first 

rev iew , w ith  th e  excep tion  th a t a  question  on  education  and 

tra in ing  o f  g eo techn ica l eng ineers w as added  to the  list o f  

sub jects.

T w en ty  tw o  repo rts  rep resen ting  the p rofessional prac tice  o f  

g eo techn ica l en g ineering  in tw en ty  seven m em ber coun tries w ere 

p repared  by  the  m em bers o f  T C 20.

T he second  com m ittee  (1989-1993) concluded  that:

G eo techn ica l en g ineering  is now  es tab lished  as a key  d isc ip line  

in c iv il en g ineering  and is w idely  recogn ised  as a special area  for 

education , tra in in g  and practice.

T here  is a  con sen su s th a t fee b idd ing  is hav ing  a  detrim enta l 

e ffec t upo n  p ro fessional p ractice.

W ith  an  in creasing ly  com m ercia l m arket, m ost coun tries are 

rep o rtin g  a  m o re  ac tive stance by firm s in the  m arketing  o f  

g eo techn ica l serv ices.

T he th ird  in ternationa l co m m ittee  appo in ted  by P ro fesso r M  B 

Jam io lk o w sk i to serve du ring  h is term  o f  office (1993-1997) 

w ere  g iven  the  te rm s o f  refe rence  w h ich  follow :

1. T o  p rom ote  co -o p era tio n  and exchange o f  in fo rm ation  am ong 

th o se  concern ed  w ith  the conduct o f  p rofessional practice in 

geo techn ica l eng ineering .

2. T o  in terac t w ith  T C 23 on  L im it S tate  D esign  in G eotechnica l 

E n g in eerin g  in  o rd e r to  exp lore the  in fluence o f  EC and o f  o ther 

N ew  C odes on  P rofessional P ractice in G eotechnica l 

E ngineering .

T he th ird  in ternationa l com m ittee  m et a t the  X lth  E C S M F E  in 

C op en h ag en  in M ay 1995 and considered , am ong o ther m atters, 

the  term s o f  refe rence . T he com m ittee  decided  that there  w as an 

u rgen t req u irem en t fo r clear general ob jec tives to be defined  to 

enab le  the  w ork  o f  the  com m ittee  to p rog ress positive ly  and 

sa tisfac to rily . T h e  te rm s o f  refe rence  w ere adopted  by the 

com m ittee  as specific  ob jec tives se t w ith in  general ob jectives 

fo rm ula ted  a t the  m eeting  in C openhagen . A  m ission  sta tem ent 

w as d eveloped , to g e th er w ith  the a im s w hich  follow :

1.1 Mission Statement

T o p ro v id e  an In ternational F o rum  for G eotechn ica l E ngineers 

engaged  in  P ro fessional P ractice.

1.2 Aims

a) To im prove th e  P rofessional P ractice o f  geotechn ical 

eng ineering .

b) T o  fo rm ula te  a  C ode o f  C onduct.

c) To encourage  com m unication  betw een  P rofessional 

P rac titioners on  an  In ternational basis, lead ing  to a  p roper 

understan d in g  and recogn ition  o f  sound  practice  w ith in  m em ber 

coun tries.

d) To support the  con tinu ing  education  and tra in ing  o f  

G eo techn ica l E ngineers.

e) T o  encourage  the d evelopm en t and m ain tenance  o f  registers 

w ith in  m em b er coun tries o f  G eotechnica l E ng ineers w ho are 

engaged  in P rofessional Practice.

A  d ifficu lty  th a t con fron ted  the th ird  com m ittee  w as the lack  o f  

a  defin itio n  fo r p ro fessional practice.

P ro fessional prac tice  w as defined  by the  com m ittee as the 

regu lar exerc ising  o f  special sk ills derived  from  p roper 

education , tra in in g  and  experience. It seem ed ev iden t that, w ith 

the rap id  p rog ress in technology , there w ould  be a  requ irem en t to 

m ain ta in  and advance  those  special skills.

It w as considered  im portan t by the  com m ittee  tha t those 

engaged  in the  p rofessional prac tice  o f  geo techn ical eng ineering  

sh ou ld  p o ssess a sense o f  personal responsib ility , and that th is 

level o f  responsib ility  m ean t that ind iv iduals shou ld  have a  code 

o f  conduct. Personal in tegrity ; the acqu isition  o f  skill, 

know ledge, and  experience; the  p ro tec tion  o f  the in terests o f  

c lien ts; and a  com m itm en t to equ ity  are tim eless p rofessional 

values.

T he th ird  in ternationa l co m m ittee  have  developed , therefore, a 

code  o f  conduct and  seek  the support o f  the In ternational Society 

for its ado p tio n  by all m em b er countries.

T he m em bers o f  the th ird  in ternational com m ittee  (TC 20) 

con sid er that the re  is a  need fo r recogn ition  o f  the advan tages o f  

co -opera tion  and  com m unication  betw een  the m em bers o f  the
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In ternational S ociety  (IS S M F E ). T echnolog ical advance  is 

acce le ra ting , and, as m em b er coun tries develop  the ir industries, 

co m m erce , and  in vestm en t, there  w ill be s ign ifican t ch anges in 

w orld  econom ies.

F inally , the  T h ird  In ternational C o m m ittee  fu lfilled  th e ir  term s 

o f  refe rence  by m ak in g  m ajo r co n tribu tions to the success o f  tw o 

in ternationa l w orkshops.

T he firs t w ork sh o p  w as held  in L ondon  in  O ctober 1996 at the 

In stitu tio n  o f  S truc tu ra l E ngineers. T he sub jec t ad d ressed  w as 

the  in fluence  on  p ro fessional prac tice  o f  E urocode 7 

(G eo techn ica l D esign).

T he second  w ork sh o p  w as held  in N ew  D elhi in January  1997 

and  add ressed  issues such  as e th ics , liab ility , p eer review , 

reg istra tion  and the  in fluence o f  E urocodes on  p rofessional 

p ractice.

2 C O D E  O F  C O N D U C T

2.1 Society

a) M em bers shall p ro tec t the pub lic  in terest, p a rticu larly  in 

m atters o f  h ea lth  and safety.

b) M em bers shall p rom ote  the necessity  to defend  public  interest.

c) M em bers shall use  th e ir  education , p rofessional sk ill and 

experien ce  to  en hance  the  quality  o f  life, and p ro tec t the 

en v iro n m en t fo r fu tu re  generations.

d ) M em bers sha ll defend  the  p recep ts by exam ple  and by 

en courag ing  bo th  m em bersh ip  o f  the  ISS M F E  and the adop tion  

o f  its e th ica l p rinc ip les.

2 .2  Professional Practice

a) M em b ers shall p o ssess adequate  sk ill and  experience  fo r the 

task s undertaken .

b )  M em b ers shall accep t responsib ility  fo r th e ir  actions and  shall 

ack n ow ledge the techn ica l co n tribu tions by colleagues.

c) M em b ers sha ll encourage  and  p artic ipa te  in con tinuous 

p ro fessio n a l dev e lo p m en t and support the  tra in ing  o f  young 

geo tech n ica l eng ineers.

d) M em bers shall co m m unicate  w ith  each  o ther, as appropriate , 

in o rd er to  d issem in a te  techn ica l know ledge fo r the benefit o f  

Society.

2.3 Precepts

a) M em b ers shall recogn ise  sk ill, com petence  and know ledge 

w ith o u t cu ltu ral b ias and  prejud ice.

b) M em bers shall behav e  in an  equ itab le  m anner.

c) M em bers shall be honest and im partia l.

d) M em bers shall ac t in  the  bes t in terests o f  c lien ts and m ain tain  

co n fiden tia lity .

e) M em bers shall m ake c lien ts aw are o f  techn ica l risk s and o f  

the  co n sequences o f  uncertain ties.

f) M em b ers sha ll avo id  con flic ts o f  interest.
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