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Report of TC 30 -  Coastal Geotechnical Engineering 

Compte rendu sur la CT No 30 -  Géotechnique côtière

T.Tsuchida

T h e  expan sio n  o f  c ities and the p rog ress o f  industria liza tion  

have  been  triggering  a n um ber o f  construction  p ro jec ts in the 

coasta l areas, w here  th ick  a lluv ial soft so ils are accum ulated . 

A s the  g eo techn ica l eng ineering  has been  p lay ing  a m ajo r ro le 

in the  coasta l d evelopm en t, T C 30 , w hich  is focusing  on the 

vario u s en g in eerin g  prob lem s closely  related  to the actual 

co n stru c tio n  p ro jec ts  , w as estab lished  in 1994 .

Activities in the first term 1994-1997

T erm s o f  refe rence  o f  T C 30  in the  first term  1993-1997 w ere 

as fo llow s:

1.To su rvey  the  recen t geo techn ica l ach ievem en ts app lied  to the 

coasta l eng ineered  constructions, focusing  on the priority  

needs as fa r as research  and developm en t are concerned.

2. T o  co llec t and  pub lish  som e se lected  case h isto ries focusing  

on  the  pecu lia rities  re lated  to the so il investiga tion , design, 

con stru c tio n  and m onito ring .

3. T o  partic ip a te  ac tive ly  in the In ternational S ym posium  one 

C om p ressio n  and C onso lidation  o f  C layey S o ils to be  held  in 

H iro sh im a in 1995.

4 .T o  p ro m o te  the  o rgan iza tion  o f  G E O C O A S T  II to be held  in 

1996 o r  1997.

In the  1993-1997 , the fo llow ing  ac tiv ities w ere  carried  out:

1. W e sta rted  to ed it the “In ternational M anual fo r E valuating  

the  D esign  P aram eters o f  C oasta l S o ft D eposits” after the  I s1 

m ee tin g  held  in IS -H irosh im a 95 ’. T o  survey the presen t 

sta te  o f  m ethod , D r. T su ch id a  send the questionna ires on 

“P rocedures fo r S o il Investigation  and D eterm ination  o f  

D esign  P aram eters A dapted  in R outine  W ork  “. T he num ber 

o f  the  m ailed  answ er are only  2 and it m ay be d ifficu lt for 

researchers to m ake answ ers, because  the con ten ts o f  the 

questio n n a ires  are related  to routine w ork  and hearing  the 

p rocedures at the field  and laborato ry  in detail.

2 .T C 3 0  co -sp o n ce red  IS -H irosh im a Sym posium , titled 

“Compression and Consolidation o f Clayey Soils" w h ich  w as 

held  at H irosh im a, Japan  in M ay,1995. T he m em bers w orked  

actively , as lectu rers, session  chairpersons, o r secretaries. 

C ase  h isto ries o f  h igh  quality  w ere  co llec ted  in the 

sym posium  p roceed ings.

3. G eocoast 2 w as not held  in the firs t term , because:

1) In IS -H irosh im a 95, the papers on sim ilar top ics are 

co llec ted  and the d iscussions are m ade, the case

stud ies in the coasta l area w ere  presented .

2) T h e  tw o  or three in ternationa l sym posium s (IS series) 

have  been held  in Japan , in each year betw een  1995 and 

1997. In th is s itua tion , the o rgan iza tion  o f  ano ther 

sym posium  w as d ifficult.

4. T h e  sm all size  sym posium , nam ed  International Symposium 

on Characterization o f Soft Marine Clays , w ere held  in 

F ebruary  in  1997 at Port and H arbour R esearch  Institute. 

T C  m em bers, particu larly  those from  Japan  and C anada, 

have been condu c tin g  com parison  stud ies o f  clay properties 

and the  sam p lin g  m ethod  in various countries and regions. 

A  nu m b er o f  in -site  and laborato ry  tests o f w ell-know n clays, 

such  as D ram m en (N orw ay), B o thkennar C lay (U nited  

K ingdom ), Q uebec  C lay (C anada), and A riake C lay 

(Japan) w ere  carried  ou t w ith  d ifferen t m ethods. T he 

sym posium  w as held  fo r the purpose that the resu lts o f  this 

research  can  be  shared  w ith  all the o th er T C  30 m em bers. 

A bou t 80 researchers took part in the 3day sym posium , and 

the resu lts o f  the sym posium  w ill be  pub lished  in 1998.

Activities in the Second Term 1997-2001

A t the  T C  m eeting  in H am burg  C onference, the term s o f  

refe rence  fo r the second  term  o f  T C 3 0  w as determ ined  as 

fo llow s:

1. T o  co llec t and  pub lish  som e se lected  case h istories focusing  

on the pecu lia rities  related  to the so il investigation , design, 

co nstruction  and m onito ring .

In the  firs t term , w e co -o rgan ized  the In ternational 

S ym posium  IS -H irosh im a in 1995. C ase h isto ries in 

coasta l areas, w hich  are related  to com pression  and 

conso lid a tio n  p rob lem s o f  soft clays, w ere co llected  in the 

S ym posium . In next term , w e are expecting  to collect 

im p o rtan t case  h isto ries on the recent pro jects, w h ich  are 

on g o in g  in the w orld .

2. T o  p ro m o te  the in ternational sym posium  on “ D esign 

Param eters and C ase H isto ry  in C oastal G eotechnical 

E n g ineering  ” in 2000.

In the second  term , w e are considering  to held the 

In ternational S ym posium  on “ D esign P aram eters and C ase 

H isto ry  in C oastal G eotechnica l E ngineering , G eocoast 2 

( ten ta tive  title  )” . T he sym posium  w ill be held in 2000 

betw een  the m ajor conferences, A sian , European,
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In ternational C onferences, and  the p lace  w ill be in Japan. 

T h e  m ain  top ics o f  G eocoast 2 w ill be:

1 )E xp lo ra tion  o f  so ft so il and d eterm ination  o f  design 

param eters

2) P red ic tio n  and p erfo rm ance o f  earth  struc tu res on soft clay

3) S o il im provem en t fo r soft c lay  ground

4) D eep and sha llow  foundations in so ft ground 

T h e  ten ta tiv e  schedu le  o f  G eocoast 2 w ill be:

A pr. - M ay 1998 C all fo r papers 

O ct. - N ov. 1998 T C 30  m eeting  

A pr.- M ay 200 0  G eo-C oast 2

Member of TC30, Coastal Geotechnical Engineering

C hairm an: P rof. A k io  N akase, Japan  

Secretary : D r. T akash i T such ida , Japan  

M em bers:

P rof. F. B aguelin  .F rance 

Prof. V ic to r C hoa, S. E  A sia 

D r. H. H anzaw a, Japan  

Prof. S erge L eroueil, C anada 
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P rof. G. M esri, U S A  
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Prof. Y u d h b ir ,India 
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M em bers o f  S u p p o rtin g  C o m m ittee  in Japanese  

G eo techn ica l S ociety  (JG S)

D r. M . K obayash i P rof. O. K usakabe 

D r. M . T erash i M r. T . Inoue 

P rof. M . M im ura  Dr. H . T anaka 

Prof. A . Y ash im a P rof.. T . B. S. P radhan 

Prof. K. Y asuhara  Prof. J. T akem ura
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