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I NTRODUCTI ON

The Di s c us s i on Se s s i on on Engi ne e r i ng Pr ope r t i e s  

and De s i gn As s e s s me nt  of  Tr opi c a l  Soi l s  was  

or ga ni z e d and r un by t he  I SSMFE Te c hni c a l  

Commi t t e e  on Tr opi c a l  Soi l s .  Thi s  Te c hni c a l  

Commi t t e e  was  s pons or e d f or  t he  pe r i od 1985-  

1989 by t he  Sout he a s t  As i a n Ge ot e c hni c a l  

Soci e t y,  wi t h Dr  E. W.  Br a nd as  Cha i r ma n and 

Mr  J . B.  Ma s s e y as  Secr e t a r y.
The  ha l f - da y Di s c us s i on Se s s i on was  or ga ni z e d  

on t he  ba s i s  of  t he  t wo ma i n t opi c s  " Vol cani c  

Debr i s "  and " La t e r i t e s  and Sapr ol i t e s " .  

Al t hough t hes e  ma t e r i a l s  a r e  not  c onf i ne d 

exc l us i ve l y t o t r opi c a l  count r i e s ,  ma ny t r opi c a l  

count r i e s  e xpe r i e nc e  pr obl e ms  a s s oc i a t e d wi t h 

t hem,  and l i t t l e  us e f ul  i nf or ma t i on can be  

f ound i n t he  publ i s he d l i t e r a t ur e  on vol c a ni c  

debr i s  i n pa r t i cul a r .
The  pr ogr a mme  f or  t he  Di s c us s i on Ses s i on 

was  as  f ol l ows  :

Cha i r ma n : Dr  E. W.  Br a nd

Gene r a l  Re por t e r  : Mr  J . B.  Ma s s e y

1.  Vol c a ni c  de br i s  :

I nvi t ed Le c t ur e r  : Pr of .  G. F.  Sower s ( USA)

Pane l  Me mbe r s  : Dr  L.  Be l l oni  ( I t al y)
Dr  V. K.  Ga r ga  ( Canada)
Dr  L. D.  We s l e y  

( New Zeal and)

2.  La t e r i t e s  and s a pr ol i t i e s  :

( a)  Fa br i c  and e ngi ne e r i ng pr ope r t i e s

I nvi t e d Le c t ur e r  : Dr  L.  Cos t a  Fi l ho 

(Br a z i l )

( b)  De s i gn a s s e s s me nt

I nvi t ed Le c t ur e r  : Pr of .  G. E.  Bl i ght  

( Sout h Af r i ca )

Pane l  Me mbe r s  : Dr  J . B.  Que i r oz
de  Ca r va l ho ( Br azi l )

Pr of .  A.  Sr i dha r a n  

( I ndi a )

Dr  S. S.  Sa ndr oni  

(Br a z i l )

The  Se s s i on was  a t t e nde d by ove r  200 of  

t he de l e ga t e s  t o t he  Conf e r ence .  The  pages  

t hat  f ol l ow c ont a i n t he  I nvi t e d Lec t ur e s  

pr e s e nt e d a t  t he  Se s s i on and t he  wr i t t e n c on ­
t r i but i ons  f r om Pane l  Me mbe r s  and di s cus s or s .  

They s houl d pr ove  a us e f ul  s our c e  of  r e f e r e nc e  

on t r opi c a l  s oi l s .
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