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at the end of the author’s mandate as President of the ISSMGE (2013-2017). It is to be presented at the 19th International Conference 
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RÉSUMÉ : Cet article décrit l’état de la Société Internationale de Mécanique des Sols et Géotechnique (SIMSG) à la fin du mandat de 
l’auteur comme président de la SIMSG (2013-2017). Il sera présenté au 19ème Congrès International de Mécanique des Sols et 
Géotechnique (19ème CIMSG) à Séoul en septembre 2017.

 

1  INTRODUCTION  

Dear Colleagues of the ISSMGE,  
 
I had the honour to be elected by the Member Societies of the 
ISSMGE as your President during the Council meeting in Paris 
on the 1st of September 2013, held at the occasion of the 18th 
International Conference of the ISSMGE (18th ICSMGE). The 
4 years of my mandate have passed very quickly. I shall leave 
office at the end of this 19th International Conference held in 
Seoul in September 2017 (19th ICSMGE). When I look back 
over these 4 years, I realise the immense pleasure I have had in 
doing my very best to serve you!  

Before this mandate, I had already served on the Board of 
the ISSMGE, as VP for Europe (from 2005 to 2009) and then as 
an Appointed Member by President Briaud (2009-2013). One 
could say that I already knew the job. Well, yes and no. The 
main difference and not a small one, is that, at the end of the 
day, as President I had to make the final decision, to “push” on 
the last “button”. There were many decisions to make, small or 
important and in most cases the final decision was easy to reach. 
In the few cases where no consensus could be reached the final 
decision I had to take was readily accepted by all, perhaps 
because of the way things were discussed beforehand and the 
decision was prepared… The Statutes and By-Laws of the 
ISSMGE give an immense power to the President, I think. Thus, 
it is his or her duty to “soften” or democratise the process, by 
consulting systematically the Board and/or the Board Level 
Committees (BLCs – see below). At least, this is how I felt 
during my mandate. 

I was very much helped by the organisation and structure of 
the ISSMGE, which had been developed by the previous 
Presidents. To speak of the recent aspects, I must mention, for 
example, the creation of the Board Level Committees (BLCs) 
and the organisation of the Technical Committees (TCs) into 3 
operational categories (Fundamentals, applications, Impact on 
society) by the immediate past-President Jean-Louis Briaud 
(2009-2013). The devotion and efficiency of the Secretariat of 
the Society, Neil Taylor and Paloma Peers, were also an 
invaluable help.  

In the following, I will summarise some of the emblematic 
actions which were carried out during my mandate with the 
help of the Board members, the BLCs and the Secretary 
General. For more details on the activity of the ISSMGE for 
2013 to 2017, the reader is encouraged to consult the 
companion reports from the Vice-Presidents and from the BLCs 
prepared for the Council meeting in Seoul (see list of 
References). The ISSMGE Website is also most useful in this 
respect. 

2 PROGRAMME  
 
The programme I presented in Paris was entitled 

“The way ahead for ISSMGE for 2013 to 2017 
Quelle évolution pour la SIMSG de 2013 à 2017 ?” 

and was described in the following manner. 
o the present ‘tools’ for ISSMGE are very satisfactory: 

BLCs, Journal of Case Histories, Bulletin, new 
initiatives, i e the ISSMGE Foundation, Webinars and 
the Geo-World network 

o the Technical Committees (TCs) are really the 
‘working forces’ of ISSMGE 

o no problem either with the General Secretariat, nor 
with the finances 

o of course, things can always be improved… 
Membership/Adhésions 

o increase the number of Member Societies 
o role of MSs should be fully recognised 
o increase the number of Corporate Associates 
o practising engineers and academics all are the blood 

of ISSMGE 
o more important role for women inside ISSMGE 
o listen to young engineers and scientists and help them 

Role of Vice-Presidents/ Rôle des Vice-Présidents 
o regional activities are important 
o Vice-Presidents of ISSMGE  :  
o responsibility for representing a number of Member 

Societies 
o their role should be enhanced: 

– should be proactive (rather than reactive) 
– liaison with the (international) TCs 
– propose new regional RTCs 
– ISSMGE touring lectures 
The outside world/Le monde extérieur 

o ISSMGE must increase its readability  
o better known and learn from the outside world: 

international organisations, institutions, federations, 
etc.  

o approach UNESCO: collaboration with learned 
societies  

o as well as professional institutions and federations of 
engineers, architects, companies, contractors, etc.  

o answer the concerns of modern societies:  
- natural hazards and human activities 
- cultural heritage (old monuments)  

Many of these thoughts were followed by various actions, 
but I have to confess that some others were missed or had 
results that are difficult to measure. For instance, I am not 

- 3 -



  Proceedings of the 19th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering, Seoul 2017 

 convinced, at the end of my mandate, that the ISSMGE has 
increased its visibility in a remarkable manner… 

On the other hand, in this programme, surprisingly I did not 
mention something which seems now so obvious to me: the 
‘fight’ (pacific!) in which the ISSMGE should engage for the 
Open Access to scientific literature. In fact this turned out to 
become my priority. I do hope that a great improvement has 
been achieved in this respect (see below). 

 
3 THE BOARD AND THE BOARD LEVEL 

COMMITTEES (2013-2017) 

The 12 members of the Board during my mandate were: 
President: Roger Frank 
Immediate Past President: Jean-Louis Briaud 
Secretary General: Neil Taylor  
6 Vice-Presidents: 

Fatma Baligh, for Africa 
Ikuo Towhata, for Asia 
Mark Jaksa, for Australasia 
Antonio Gens, for Europe 
Paul Mayne, for North America 
Jarbas Milititsky, for South America 

3 appointed members by the President: 
Marc Ballouz, Lebanon 
Etienne Marcelin Kana, Cameroon 
Nicoleta Radulescu, Romania (2013-2014) and 
Vlasta Szavits-Nossan, Croatia (2014-2017) 
The contributions made by the Board members were 

essential during my mandate. I am truly grateful to them for 
their great help in all matters of interest to the Society. Like me, 
I think, that they all enjoyed to sit on the Board and to work on 
the many important issues for a smooth and efficient 
functioning of the Society. We felt as a very united team and it 
was each time a pleasure to meet together. 

The Board Level Committees were: 
- Awards Committee (AWAC), Chair: Charles Ng (Hong 

Kong) 
- Corporate Associates Presidential Group (CAPG), Chair: 

Sukumar Pathmanandavel (Australia) 
- Innovation and Development Committee (IDC), Chair: 

Dimitrios Zekkos (USA) 
- Professional Image Committee (PIC), Chair: Sherif Wissa 

(Egypt) 
- Young Members Presidential Group (YMPG), Chair: 

Jennifer Nicks (USA) 
- Technical Oversight Committee (TOC), Chair: Pierre 

Delage (France). 
Their tasks had been clearly defined by the Immediate Past 

President, who created them (see Briaud, 2013). During the 
period, all the Vice-Presidents were made members of the TOC. 
The Membership, Practitioners and Academicians Committee 
(MPAC) was not renewed as it was felt that the work it still had 
to carry out could be merged with that of the CAPG. The PIC 
and YMPG had slightly changed names during my mandate. 

The work and help of the BLCs was invaluable. They 
always ’fed’ the Board with most helpful reports and/or 
comments which made many decisions very easy to make. They 
certainly deserve my deep gratitude.  

The working structure of the ISSMGE instances is thus 
shown on Figure 1.  

The Board had 8 face-to-face meetings (including the last 
one in Seoul, the day before the Council meeting). The 
locations and dates are as follows: 

London (UK, March 2014) 
Goiania (Brazil, September 2014) 
Wellington (New Zealand, February 2015) 
Edinburgh (UK, September 2015) 
Phoenix (USA, February 2016) 

Kumasi (Ghana, August 2016) 
Beirut (Lebanon, March 2017) 
Seoul (South Korea, September 2017)  
The Chairs of the BLCs were systematically invited to the 

Board meetings and participated in most of the crucial 
discussions. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1. Working structure of the ISSMGE (2013-2017) 
 

Figures 2 and 3 are photos taken during the London and 
Phoenix Board meetings, respectively.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 2. Board members and BLC Chairs at the Board meeting in 
London. 1st row: C Ng, J Nicks, P Mayne, E M Kana, 2nd row: M Jaksa, 
I Towhata, R Frank, C Menkiti (President of the BGA), 3rd row: 
P Delage, N Taylor, M Ballouz, J-L Briaud, 4th row: S Wissa, F Baligh, 
N Radulescu.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 3. Board members and BLC Chairs at the Board meeting in 
Phoenix. From left to right: M Ballouz, D Zekkos, F Baligh, A Gens, 
V Szavits-Nossan, P. Delage, E M Kana, M Jaksa, R Frank, J Nicks, 
I Towhata, N Taylor, P. Mayne, J Milititsky 
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 4 MEMBERS AND MEMBER SOCIETIES. CORPORATE 
ASSOCIATES 

In June 2017, we have 91Member Societies (MSs) representing 
around 100 countries and 20,600 individual members (note that 
individuals cannot join directly the ISSMGE; they must belong 
to a Member Society). Since 2013, we have had the great 
pleasure to welcome the Société Algérienne de Géotechnique 
and the Cypriot Society of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering into our international community. 

The number of MSs per region is: 
Africa: 10 
Asia: 24 
Australasia: 2 
Europe: 38 
North America: 3 
South America: 14 
In June 2017, 31 companies and institutions were Corporate 

Associates (Figure 4). They form the Corporate Associates 
Presidential Group (CAPG), Chaired by Sukumar 
Pathmanandavel. During the period, a lot of effort has been put 
for recruiting new CAs. Indeed, this number is rather limited. 
One of the main reasons for some companies not to join the 
ISSMGE, as such, is that they are already members of their 
national member Society of the ISSMGE. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Figure 4. Corporate Associates of the ISSMGE (June 2017) 
 
5 YOUNG MEMBERS 

The YMPG, representing the younger generation of 
geotechnical engineers, continued to be extremely active. As for 
the presidency of JL Briaud it was placed under the leadership 
of Jennifer Nicks. Not only has it represented the concerns of 
the younger generation, but it was also most useful in advising 
the ‘older’ one with regard to the design and use of the IT 
modern tools of communication (see below).  

Table 1 gives a very clear picture of the interest and 
contributions of the YMPG.  

 
6 TECHNICAL COMMITTEES 

Table 2 gives the list of the Technical Committees, the names 
of the Chairs and of the host Member Societies in June 2017. 
During the period, 3 new TCs were created: 

TC 217 Land reclamation (in fact, this topic was previously 
belonging to TC 201). Chair: Y. Watabe (Japan)  

TC 218 Reinforced Fill Structures. Chair: J. Sankey (USA) 
TC 308 Energy Geotechnics, Chair: M. Sanchez (USA)  

 
 
 

Table 1. YMPG Task Forces for 2015-2017 (Nicks, 2017).  
 

Task Force  Objectives  
Communications  To effectively communicate 

ISSMGE activities to 
younger members  

Membership  To increase the network of 
younger members and 
promote participation in the 
ISSMGE and member 
societies.  

Outreach  To reach out to the younger 
member community and 
create opportunities for 
interaction  

Technical  To develop mechanisms to 
transfer knowledge and 
information  

 
There are now 33 TCs. 7 deal with “Fundamentals”, 18 with 

“Applications” and 8 with “Impact on society”. 
New guidelines, prepared by the Board and the TOC, were 

published in February 2015: 
Guidelines for ISSMGE Technical Committees and 

ISSMGE Honour Lectures (ISSMGE, 2015) 
These guidelines confirm that the TCs and TC Chairs 

continue their work independently of the term of the ISSMGE 
President. Nevertheless, the President, after consultation of the 
TOC, nominates the TC Chairs and may create new TCs or 
dissolve TCs which are inactive. The term of the TC Chairs is 4 
years and the number of terms is normally limited to two. Thus 
the Chairs are appointed for a maximum of 8 years. 
Consequently, most of the TC Chairs were replaced during the 
2013-2017 period (Delage, 2017). 

An important tool was also recently implemented by the 
Secretariat with the great help of our webmasters (the company 
Geoengineer.org). It is the management of the TC membership 
by the MSs directly online through the ISSMGE website. Thus, 
it has become easy and instantaneous for MSs to change their 
members and corresponding members in the TCs.  

 
7  ISSMGE HONOURS LECTURES 

The TCs have the possibility to create Honours (or Named) 
Lectures for a minimum of 8 years in order to give a visible 
credit to a colleague for his/her great contribution in the field of 
interest for the TC. Since 2013, 5 additional Honours Lectures 
have been created at the initiative of the TCs. 

The present list of the Honours Lectures thus contains the 
following names:   

BISHOP Lecture – Laboratory testing (TC101) 
MITCHELL Lecture – Site characterization (TC102) 
SCHOFIELD Lecture – Physical modelling (TC104) 
BLIGHT Lecture - Unsaturated Soils (TC106) 
PROCTOR Lecture – Transportation Geotechnics (TC202) 
ISHIHARA Lecture - Earthquake (TC203) 
FUJITA Lecture – Underground construction (TC204) 
TSCHEBOTARIOFF Lecture - Soil-Structure Interaction 
                       and Retaining Walls (TC207) 
McCLELLAND Lecture – Offshore geotechnics (TC209) 
MENARD Lecture – Soil Improvement (TC211) 
ROWE Lecture – Environmental geotechnics (TC215) 
KERISEL Lecture – Monument preservation (TC301) 
LACASSE Lecture - Risk (TC304) 
BURLAND Lecture - Education (TC306) 
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 Table 2. List of the Technical Committees (June 2017)  

Category TC 
No. TC Full Name Host Member 

Society TC Chair 

Fundamen
tals 

101 Laboratory Stress Strain Strength Testing of Geomaterials Japan J. Koseki
102 Ground Property Characterization from In-Situ Tests Portugal A. Viana Da Fonseca
103 Numerical Methods in Geomechanics Japan A. Murakami
104 Physical Modelling in Geotechnics UK A. McNamara
105 Geo-Mechanics from Micro to Macro Japan M. Hyodo
106 Unsaturated Soils UK D. Toll
107 Laterites and Lateritic Soils Ghana K. Ampadu

Applicatio
ns 

201 Geotechnical Aspects of Dykes and Levees and Shore Protection Netherlands C. Zwanenburg
202 Transportation Geotechnics USA E. Tutumluer
203 Earthquake Geotechnical Engineering and Associated Problems USA R. Boulanger
204 Underground Construction in Soft Ground Belgium A. Bezuijen
205 Limit State design in Geotechnical Engineering UK B. Simpson
206 Interactive Geotechnical design Hong Kong A. Ho
207 Soil-Structure Interaction and Retaining Walls Russia M. Lisyuk
208 Slope Stability in Engineering Practice Canada A. Take
209 Offshore Geotechnics USA P. Jeanjean
210 Dams and Embankments China Z. Xu
211 Ground Improvement Belgium N. Huybrechts
212 Deep Foundations Italy A. Mandolini
213 Geotechnics of Soil Erosion UK R. Whitehouse
214 Foundation Engineering for Difficult Soft Soil Conditions Mexico W. Paniagua
215 Environmental Geotechnics Australia M. Bouazza
216 Frost Geotechnics Japan T. Ono
217 Land reclamation Japan Y. Watabe
218 Reinforced Fill Structures USA J. Sankey

Impact on 
society 

301 Preservation of Historic Sites Italy R. Lancellotta
302 Forensic Geotechnical Engineering India G.L.S. Babu
303 Coastal and River Disaster Mitigation and Rehabilitation Japan S. Iai
304 Engineering Practice of Risk Assessment and Management Singapore K. K. Phoon
305 Geotechnical Infrastructure for Megacities and New Capitals Kazakhstan A. Zhussupbekov
306 Geo-Engineering Education (include aspects of software in use) Brazil W. Hachich

  307 Sustainability in Geotechnical Engineering Canada D. Basu
 308 Energy Geotechnics USA M. Sanchez

 
8  THE ISSMGE WEBINARS 

A new set of Webinars was initiated in 2014. In order to keep 
them cost-free, the system had to be changed. The lecturer 
records himself/herself the presentation. It is then launched at a 
certain time and day and a Q&A session remains open for 48 
hours. The webinar remains available on the ISSMGE website 
and can be viewed at any time.  

From September 2014 to August 2017, 18 Webinars were 
launched (one every other month). This was possible because of 
the devotion of the lecturers, experts in a field of geotechnical 
engineering, who accepted the invitation to deliver a Webinar, 
and also to the permanent support of ‘Geoengineer.org’. Allow 
me to thank here the following lecturers: Fernando Schnaid, 
Cor Zwanenburg, Peter Robertson, Misko Cubrinovski, Richard 
Jardine, An-Bin Huang, George Gazetas, Samuel Ampadu, 
Lyesse Laloui, Gabriel Auvinet, Yoshinori Iwasaki, Mark 
Cassidy, John Atkinson, Marc Ballouz, Helmut Schweiger, 
Serge Leroueil, Bob Koerner and Pierre Delage. 

 
9  BRIDGING THE GAP BETWEEN STATE OF THE ART 
(SOA) AND STATE OF PRACTICE (SOP)  

The main contribution of the Corporate Associates Presidential 
Group (CAPG), under the leadership of Sukumar 
Pathmanandavel, was to work on understanding the gap 
between the State of the Art (SoA) and State of Practice (SoP) 
and how to contribute to make it narrower. In other words how 
to narrow the gap between the results obtained by the academia 
and the way practitioners work, or have to work, every day. Is it 
only a problem of ‘knowledge of knowledge’: the solution to 
 
 

 
my problem exists, but do I know that it exists?. This action 
should prove to be most useful for our profession. It is one of 
the perennial goals of the ISSMGE. 

A core group of the CAPG was formed, and with the great 
help of the TOC (Chair: Pierre Delage) to make the link with 
the TCs, a series of very visible actions was undertaken 
(Pathmanandavel, 2017): 
- mini survey in 2014-2015 on the SoA and SoP issued to all 
the TCs (with 25 of the 32 TCs responding with a very tight 
deadline!); 
- corresponding breakout session at the ISSMGE European 
Conference in Edinburgh, which created great interest among 
CAs’ and TCs’ officers; 
- establishing a deep survey, topic by topic, on the SoA and SoP, 
with the help of all the TCs which were asked to consider the 
“hot issues” in their field and formulate the corresponding 
questions. The survey was launched in March 2017 until the 
end of April 2017. 1,300 of our colleagues, from over 70 
countries, responded to the survey; a ‘wrap up’ session will be 
held in Seoul which is being actively prepared by the various 
partners. 

 
10  AWARDS 

The ISSMGE offers the following awards :  
ISSMGE Outstanding Geotechnical Project Award 
ISSMGE Outstanding Innovator Award (individual or team) 
ISSMGE Outstanding Member Society Award 
ISSMGE Outstanding Paper Published in the International 

  Journal of Geo-Engineering Case Histories Award 
ISSMGE Outstanding Professional Image Award  
ISSMGE Outstanding Technical Committee Award 
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ISSMGE Outstanding Young Geotechnical Engineer 
 Awards (up to three awards)  

The Awards Committee (AWAC, Chaired by C. Ng) was 
charged with improving the guidelines and the nomination 
procedures (see Ng, 2017). It reviewed the nominations and 
made recommendations for the decisions to be taken by the 
Board. The awards will be given during the awards ceremony   
on the first day of plenary sessions of the 19th ICSMGE in 
Seoul. The Kevin Nash Gold Medal, decided by the Council of 
Past Presidents, will also be delivered during the awards 
ceremony. 

The Terzaghi Oration which is selected by the President of 
the Society alone will be delivered on the same day.  

 
11  REGIONAL CONFERENCES OF THE ISSMGE 

In 2015, which was midway between the International 
Conferences of Paris (2013) and Seoul (2017), the five 
Regional Conferences on Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical 
Engineering took place. The themes, locations and dates were 
as follows:  

12th Australia and New Zealand Conference on 
Geomechanics – The Changing Face of the Earth: Geo-
Processes & Human Accelerations, Wellington, New Zealand, 
22-25 February 2015. 

XVI African Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering - Innovative Geotechnics for Africa, 
Hammamet, Tunisia, 27-30 April 2015.  

XVI European Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering - Geotechnical Engineering for 
Infrastructure and Development, Edinburgh, Scotland, United 
Kingdom, 13-17 September 2015.  

15th Asian Regional Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering - New Innovations and Sustainability, 
Fukuoka, Kyushu, Japan, 9-13 November 2015.  

XV Pan American Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering, Buenos Aires, Argentina, 15-18 
November 2015. 

The mid-term Council meeting was held in Edinburgh on 
13th September 2015. 
 
12  THE NEW ISSMGE WEBSITE AND OPEN ACCESS 
POLICY  

An updated website with an improved functionality was 
designed. It was launched in September 2016 (see Zekkos, 
2017). The main purpose was to expand the content, especially 
as far as the scientific literature is concerned, in order to 
implement effectively the open access policy strongly 
advocated by the ISSMGE. In June 2017, more than 9,000 
publications had been made available in the online library. The 
library includes the proceedings of several International 
Conferences of Soil Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering 
(Osaka, Alexandria, Paris, etc.), as well as proceedings of 
International Conferences and Symposia organised by TCs. 
They are all searchable by author name and title. Recently all 
the proceedings of the ICSMFEs and ICSMGEs, held since 
1936, have been scanned. All those for which the permission is 
obtained will be made available online. The proceedings of the 
19th ICSMGE in Seoul will also be made available. 

In view of the desired development of the open access 
policy a new conference manual was published in May 2017: 

Conferences, Symposia and Workshops endorsed by the 
ISSMGE, including 

Publication and Open Access Policy (ISSMGE, 2017) 
 It merges in a single document the previous documents dealing 
with the organisation of conferences and with the publication 
policy of the ISSMGE. It includes, in particular, a model for an 

Exclusive Publication Agreement with publishers allowing the 
authors to retain the copyright of their work.  

Another important feature of the new website is that it 
allows Technical Committees to easily update their own content 
on their own sub-website (including posting their Honours 
Lectures).  

 
13  GEOWORLD. THE GEOTECHNICAL BUSINESS 
DIRECTORY  
 
In 2011, the ISSMGE was one of the founders of GeoWorld, 
the professional networking platform for geotechnical engineers. 
The platform allows members and companies to create profiles 
and to interact. Groups can also be created. In May 2017, 
GeoWorld had nearly 7000 individual members, and more than 
500 companies (see Zekkos, 2017). The platform is very 
efficient in attracting traffic to the ISSMGE Website. It is also 
used to disseminate the information from the ISSMGE Website.  

From GeoWorld was developed since 2015 the 
Geotechnical Business Directory. Two directories have been 
published (2015, 2016) and the 2017 edition is under 
preparation and should be available for the Seoul Conference. 

  
14  SOCIAL MEDIA PRESENCE AND MOBILE 
APPLICATION  
 
The Innovation and Development and Committee (IDC, Chair: 
Dimitrios Zekkos) in collaboration with the Young Members 
Presidential (YMPG, Chair: Jennifer Nicks) and the 
Professional Image Committee (PIC, Chair S. Wissa), created 
and launched the ISSMGE’s sites on the social media Facebook, 
LinkedIn and Twitter.  
 They have also been working on the development of a mobile 
application for ISSMGE, which should be ready for the Seoul 
Conference. The application will allow, in particular, the 
ISSMGE to send notifications (“push-in”) to its members.  

 
15  THE INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF 
GEOENGINEERING CASE HISTORIES 

The engagement of the ISSMGE in the International Journal of 
Geoengineering Case Histories has been confirmed and 
renewed and an updated Memorandum of Understanding has 
been signed with the Publisher in June 2017 (see Zekkos, 2017). 

The Editor-in-Chief until April 2017 was Pedro Sêco e Pinto, 
former President of the ISSMGE (2005-2009). In April 2017, 
Dimitrios Zekkos became the new Editor-in-Chief. 

In 2016, 14 papers were published, and there were 35,382 
paper downloads (all papers are freely accessible online). 

. 
16  THE ISSMGE BULLETIN. THE ISSMGE MONTHLY 
NEWS AND INFORMATION CIRCULAR 

The ISSMGE Bulletin is published every other month (6 issues 
per year!). From September 2013 to June 2017, 23 issues have 
thus been published The Editor-in-Chief until June 2014 was 
Ikuo Towhata. Since July 2014, the Editor-in-Chief is Charles 
Ng. 

The Bulletin deals with many subjects. It has become, over 
the years an invaluable and comprehensive tool for the 
communication within the ISSMGE community. In addition to 
the existing sections, three new ones were recently created (see 
Ng, 2017): Research Highlight, Major Projects and the Young 
Members’ Arena.  

During the Edinburgh Council meeting (September 2015), it 
was decided that the current news and information the ISSMGE 
wished to pass on to its Member Societies (and for the 
Members Societies to pass on to their individual members) 
should be “concentrated” in an ISSMGE News and Information 
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 Circular to be released at the beginning of each month by the 
Secretariat (Paloma Peers).  

All the issues of both the ISSMGE Bulletin and the 
ISSMGE News and Information Circular are available online 
from the ISSMGE Website.  

 
17  THE ISSMGE FOUNDATION 

The ISSMGE Foundation, an entity legally independent from 
the ISSMGE, was created under J.L. Briaud’s presidency. It 
provides financial support for participation in technical and 
professional activities approved by the ISSMGE Foundation. Its 
objective is “the advancement of education and educational 
training in the field of geotechnical engineering and its 
applications for the public benefit”. 

Many geotechnical engineers, geotechnical companies, 
member societies, and even Technical Committees have 
contributed (see Taylor, 2017). It was also decided by the 
ISSMGE Council at the meeting in Paris in September 2013 
that the annual surplus over the Society’s cash balance of 
£ (GPB) 500,000 should be transferred to the Foundation. 

At the end of 2016, the Foundation had cash reserves 
around £ (GBP) 408,000. So far, some 80 geotechnical 
engineers around the world have benefitted from the 
Foundation’s support. 

 
18  THE SEOUL 19th ICSMGE 

The 19th International Conference on Soil Mechanics and 
Geotechnical Engineering (19th ICSMGE) will take place in 
Seoul from 17 to 22 September 2017. It has been carefully 
prepared and the premises and facilities are most promising. We 
are very grateful to our hosts, the Korean Geotechnical Society. 
As for the Paris conference in 2013, the Technical Committees 
also played an important role. They selected the Honours 
Lectures to be delivered in the plenary sessions (11 TCs have 
accepted the invitation by the conference organisers) and 
formatted the parallel sessions, either as discussion sessions 
dealing with the written contributions sent by the Member 
Societies of the ISSMGE or as workshops which they requested 
themselves. We shall have a very successful 19th ICSMGE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 5. CAC meeting in Seoul. From left to right: Yeon-Soo 
Jang, Dong-Soo Kim, Neil Taylor, Roger Frank, Pierre Delage 
and Moonkyung Chung  
 
 
 
 
 
 
19  CONCLUSION 

During the 2013-2017 period, both the ISSMGE membership 
and the number of topics of interest for the TCs have increased 
in a more than satisfactory manner. More needs to be 

accomplished with regard to the outside world and in order to 
have other companies joining in as Corporate Associates. 
  The policy for open access to the scientific literature has now 
been strongly and systematically implemented. The ISSMGE is 
also working on understanding better the gap between the state 
of knowledge in geotechnical engineering and the state of 
practice, and how it might be narrowed.      
  The ISSMGE has implemented improved IT capabilities 
including the new efficient website and connection to social 
media, while pursuing its effort with other online 
communication and dissemination tools: webinars, ISSMGE 
Bulletin, International journal of Geoengineering Case Histories, 
GeoWorld network. 
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